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IN BRIEF
Beckwith brings night 
of improv to the stage

DOWAGIAC — The 
Beckwith Theatre Company 
presents “A Night of Im-
prov” at 7 and 8:30 p.m. Fri-
day at The Beckwith The-
atre, 100 New York Ave.

A cast of local actors will 
go off script for an evening 
of improvisational fun. The 
early show is for all ages. 
The later show is for mature 
audiences only.

A $5 suggested donation 
will be collected.

For more information, 
call 782-7653 or visit www.
beckwiththeatre.com.

Blue Water Ramblers 
play Warren Center gig

SOUTH HAVEN — The 
Blue Water Ramblers per-
form at 7:30 p.m. Saturday 
in Foundry Hall’s new an-
nex at the Warren Center, 
540 Williams St.

Formed in 2002, the folk 
trio of Banjo-Jim Foerch, 
R.H. “Bear” Berends and 
Tom DeVries is known for a 
repertoire that comes from 
the history of the Great 
Lakes region, as well as 
Civil Rights-era protest 
songs, gospel music and 
children’s ditties.

Reserved tickets are $15, 
or $10-$15 at the door.

For more information, 
call 220-0444 or visit found-
ryhall.org.

Blindspt, I Am Band 
perform at The Livery

BENTON HARBOR — 
Chicago-based rock band 
Blindspt performs at 9 p.m. 
Saturday at The Livery, 190 
Fifth St.

The band, which features 
vocalist Jammie Bosstel, 
guitarist Trent Harlem, 
bassist Colin Morris and 
drummer Dan Hill, is 

known for a blend of hard 
rock, pop and alternative 
music. 

Tickets are $5 in advance, 
$8 the day of the show. I 
Am Band opens.

For more information, 
call 925-8760 or visit www.
liverybrew.com.

LMC Music Department 
presents recital Tuesday

BENTON HARBOR — 
The Lake Michigan College 
Music Department presents 
its fi rst student recital of the 
year at 12:40 p.m. Tuesday 
in the Dance/Drama Room 
F117 of LMC’s Mendel 
Center, 2755 E. Napier Ave.

Students participating are 
Monika Ansinn, trombone; 
Joseph Rach, viola and pia-
no; Erick Parris, piano; and 
vocal students Robert Fos-
ter, Abigail Snow, Jon Turn-
er and Sarah Vander Ark.

The accompanist for the 
program is Anthony Beer. 

Admission is free.
For more information, 

call 927-8876 or visit www.
lmcmainstage.org.

Take a look – Dr. Seuss 
has a new book

NEW YORK (AP) — 
More than 20 years after 
his death, there is still plen-
ty of news about Dr. Seuss.

Random House Chil-
dren’s Books said Wednes-
day it will publish a recently 
discovered manuscript with 
illustrations called “What 
Pet Should I Get” on July 
28. The publisher plans at 
least two more books, based 
on materials found in 2013 
in the author’s home in La 
Jolla, Calif., by his widow 
and secretary.

Random House associate 
publishing director Cathy 
Goldsmith says the manu-
script was likely written be-
tween 1958 and 1962. 

‘DUFF’ finds fun in ugly side of high school
Mae Whitman sasses, 

sashays and sparkles 
in “The DUFF,” a snappy, 
sweet-spirited teen comedy 
about a smart girl who tries 
to fi ght high school label-

ing with wit 
and words. 
And the oc-
c a s i o n a l 
punch.

It’s a paint-
by-numbers 
r o m a n t i c 
comedy. But 
W h i t m a n , 
best known 

for TV’s “State of Grace” 
and “Parenthood,” clicks 
with her co-stars and han-
dles the screenplay’s zingers 
and the droll voice-over 
narration her character 
spouts in this feature from 
director Ari “West Bank 
Story” Sandel. Sandel keeps 
everybody talking so fast 
they talk over everybody 
else, and as we know, in 
comedy, quicker is always 
funnier.

Bianca (Whitman) is the 
plain Jane honor student 
and school newspaper col-
umnist whose shrewd ob-
servations about the hierar-
chy at Mallow High School 

don’t include self-observa-
tion. She’s pals with two of 
the hottest girls in school 
(Bianca A. Santos, Skyler 
Samuels), but only her 
amusingly tactless hunk-
jock neighbor, Wesley 
(Robbie Amell), will tell her 
the truth.

She dresses dumpy and 
asexually, carries more 
weight than some and 
therefore, she’s the “DUFF 
– Designated Ugly and Fat 
Friend” to her two hot 
friends. She is “invisible” to 
her peers, merely the ap-
proachable “gateway” to 

the sexy and the gorgeous.
Being a clever girl, she re-

solves to swap coaching 
chemistry to Wesley in ex-
change for his makeover 
coaching. Can he turn her 
from “the approachable 
one to the datable one” in 
fi ve or eight easy steps?

You know the answer.
Bella Thorne is typecast 

as the bombshell mean girl, 
and it’s a credit to this script 
that her character is the only 
cardboard one in “DUFF.” 
Wesley is cocky, distracted 
but not stupid, and he gives 
as good as he gets with the 
insulting smart girl he’s 
teaching to fi t in. How’s she 
doing at the whole approach 
a boy and fl irt with him 
thing?

“You’re horrible. I hope 
you like cats.”

Amell is unusually good 

at the fi lm’s rushed one-lin-
ers.

Social media shunning 
and a nasty/funny viral vid-
eo points a spotlight on bul-
lying, which freaks out the 
principal (Romany Malco).

“Have you not SEEN 
‘Dateline,’ ‘Catfi sh,’ ‘Pretty 
Little Liars’?”

Ken Jeong brings a sym-
pathetic sarcasm to his jour-
nalism teacher character, 
and Allison Janney, as Bi-
anca’s single-mom turned 
motivational speaker, tears 
through slogans like Tony 
Robbins on speed.

“Believe. Retrieve. 
Achieve. Just don’t con-
ceive!”

It’s a little vulgar, like real 
teens, and a little tipsy (dit-
to). And only in Hollywood 
would a glamor puss like 
Whitman, ears bedazzled 
with piercings, uninhibited 
and fun, be anyone’s idea of 
a frumpy DUFF. But the 
sexuality is toned down and 
the messages so girl-friendly 
that formulaic or not, this 
“DUFF” is a winner and 
Whitman, in what will prob-
ably be her last teen role, 
proves that she’s still a star-
let worth watching.

‘The DUFF’

✭ ✭ 
1
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Starring: Mae Whitman, Rob-
bie Amell, Bella Thorne, Ken 
Jeong, Allison Janney, Roma-
ny Malco

Directed by: Ari Sandel

Written by: Josh A. Cagan, 
based on the Kody Keplinger 
novel

Running time: 101 minutes

Rated: PG-13 
(for crude and sexual material 

throughout, some language and teen 

partying)
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Mae Whitman, left, and Bella Thorne appear in a scene from “The DUFF.”

of exiles from “the worker’s 
paradise of Stalinist 
Czechoslovakia.” 

“At that time you needed 
a sponsor to come into the 
country,” Hanka says. 
“They found one in Cedar 
Rapids, which for a while 
had a big Czech communi-
ty, but it was a dying ethnic 
enclave. My parents were 
intellectuals. They came 
from a culture that valued 
literature and art and mu-
sic, so they got college edu-
cations, and my father got a 
job at a pharmaceutical 
company in Kalamazoo 
when I was 5.”

It was during long, ex-
ploratory childhood walks 
that Hanka discovered his 
fascination with nature, 
and penchant for drawing 
his discoveries.

“I was always an artist. I 
always drew pictures,” he 
says. “But a man in society 
knows from a very early age 
that at some point they are 
going to have to feed them-
selves and a family so they 
better get a real job. I was 
afraid of being an artist so I 
went the route of being a 
scientist as a way of mak-
ing a living. At some point I 
became courageous enough 
to overcome my fear of the 
economic situation, and to 
trust that it would some-
how work out.”

After earning a bache-
lor’s degree in biology from 
Kalamazoo College in 
1975, and a master’s degree 
in zoology from Colorado 
State University in 1979, 
Hanka took a leap earning 
his master of fi ne arts de-
gree in printmaking from 
Western Michigan Univer-
sity in 1981. 

“I actually got my fi rst 
etching plate at Kalamazoo 
College,” he says. “I was a 
biology major there and I 
took an art course and it 

was magic. It was that mo-
ment where I realized this is 
what I was born for.”

Hanka adds that he 
doesn’t regret studying bi-
ology or zoology, however, 
instead using that knowl-
edge to inform his craft. 

“If you look at my art-
work you can see that that 
guy knows something 
about the gill structure of 
fi sh,” he says. “That that 
guy knows what the muscu-
lature under the fi sh looks 
like. It means you can styl-
ize with some authority.”

“Kalamazoo River 
Songline,” which Hanka 
admits is a bit large for an 
etching, is richly detailed 
with twisted, turning roots 
and various mushrooms 
and fi sh associated with his 
trips down the river. Hid-
den in the tendrils is a map 
of the Kalamazoo River it-
self as it fl ows through 
Jackson County past Battle 
Creek, Marshall, Kalama-
zoo and Allegan, feeding 
into Lake Michigan at 
Saugatuck.  

Other etchings in this 
collection focus on more 
single entities. Trees take 
center stage in pieces such 
as “Ancient Cedar” and 
“Million Dollar Oak.” Fish 

are the subject of “In Praise 
of Panfi sh” and “Return of 
the Sturgeon.”

Hanka says he usually cre-
ates fi eld drawings that he 
refi nes before carving them 
into a copper plate to create 
an etching, a process he sees 
as an extension of drawing.

“That’s structure,” he says. 
“It’s drawing trees without 
leaves obscuring everything. 
The nuts and bolts of seeing 
something and tracing the 
edges of it with a sharp in-
strument. It’s a way to take 
something that is drawn, the 
attitude of drawing and 

multiply the possibilities of 
tonality almost infi nitely. 
That’s what I really love 
about it.”

Hanka, who started bee-
keeping on a whim fi ve years 
ago when a friend gave him 
some bees, will not have any 
live bees in this exhibit. He 
does, however, include 
“Spawn Salmon Embalmed,” 
an etching covered in honey-
comb using the same bees 
that took part in his “The 
Great Wall of Bees” ArtPrize 
entry at the Urban Institute 
of Contemporary Arts.

“I glue these etchings onto 
wooden frames for beekeep-
ing and place it into the 
hive,” Hanka says. “Living 
bees sniff around and they 
start moving honeycomb 
around, and eventually they 
either chew up the artwork 
and spit it out or cover it 
with honey. I make a deci-
sion of when to pull it. 
There’s a collaboration that 
happens. Bees have a brain 
the size of a pinhead, but 
there is something about the 
collective intelligence of the 
hive. I’ve seen a response 
that goes past an accident. 
But maybe it’s not. Either 
way, I love beekeeping, like 
I love art. It’s one of the 
ways I’ve enriched my life.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 932-
0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio
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“Million Dollar Oak,” an etching by Kalamazoo-based artist 
Ladislav Hanka, is one of about 45 of his works featured in the 
exhibit “Spawned by the Great Lakes,” which opens Friday at 
The Gallery in The Inn at Harbor Shores.
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Old School Burgers & Deep Fried Delights

Includes a Double Cheeseburger,

Fries & Pepsi Cola!

HENRY’S IS NOW
Open Sunday!

www.HenrysHamburgers.com

Monday–Saturday 6:30AM – 9:30PM
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 11AM – 8PM
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