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LOCAL & STATE
Where are all the builders?

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

BERRIEN SPRINGS — It’s 
not exactly a matter of build it 
and they will come. 

Dave Runyan has been helping 
high school students learn con-
struction trades and build struc-
tures the past few years in Berrien 
Springs, but not that many stu-
dents are signing up, though it 
can be a gateway to a good-pay-
ing job.

Runyan teaches the construc-
tion trades class offered by Ber-
rien Springs High School to stu-
dents from across Berrien County, 
sharing a love of building going 
back to when he fi rst picked up a 

hammer at age 5. 
The class meets every school 

morning in a building at the back 
edge of the Berrien RESA prop-
erty. At present there eight stu-
dents enrolled. They are from 
Berrien Springs, Buchanan, Co-
loma and Lakeshore.

The program is one of three 
construction trades programs in 
the county. The Benton Harbor 
and New Buffalo school districts 
also offer high school programs.

Runyan sees the construction 
trades program as an untapped 
resource for students seeking a 
trade, and who may not necessar-
ily have the money or inclination 
to attend college for four years. 
His goal is to attract more stu-

dents and teach two classes (which 
are two hours long) each day, 
rather than just the one.

“Construction is where the jobs 
are, where the careers are and 
where the summer employment 
is,” he said. “Students can get $10 
to $12 an hour for summer jobs 
just as gofers.”

“In Michigan, it’s the career 
fi eld where there are the most 
jobs,” he said. “Right now, there 
are 8,000 to 10,000 vacant jobs in 
Michigan in the construction 
trades fi elds. These are better pay-
ing jobs than people can get after 
college. People can make $18 an 
hour at age 18 or 19 laying blocks. Debra Haight / HP correspondent

Austin Hartz (left) of Buchanan pulls a board through a planer to smooth it 
out as other students look on.

Teacher says opportunity knocks, but not enough students listen

See BUILDERS, page B2

SMC to host 
MSU ag tech 
program

By JIM DALGLEISH
Asst. Local News Editor

DOWAGIAC — Mich-
igan State University has 
landed a new home for 
its Southwest Michigan 
agricultural training cer-
tifi cation program.

And its new host is de-
lighted.

Randy Showerman, di-
rector of MSU’s Institute 
of Agricultural Technol-
ogy, said the program is 
setting up shop at South-
western Michigan Col-
lege after deciding Lake 
Michigan College is no 
longer a proper fi t.

“From our point of 
view, we’re moving be-
cause it was a good fi t for 
the industry and a good 
fi t for the students, and 
we were looking for a 
party that shared our be-
liefs,” Showerman said in 
a phone interview.

The problem was not 
that LMC didn’t share 
those beliefs, he said. 
Rather it is because 
MSU’s program stands 
to compete with LMC’s 
emerging wine produc-
tion program.

“I felt very uncomfort-
able having two compet-
ing programs in the same 
institution,” he said.

The ag tech program 
offers graduates MSU 
certifi cations in agricul-
tural and food processing 
fi elds. Students can also 
use the credits toward as-

sociate’s degrees, and 
SMC is touting the po-
tential for transferring 
credits to four-year col-
leges.

Showerman said MSU 
has nine ag certifi cation 
programs at its main East 
Lansing campus and four 
at partner community 
colleges.

He said 15 students 
have registered for the in-
stitute’s SMC offerings, 
and he said he expects 
about 45 students by the 
fall semester. The stu-
dents can earn certifi ca-
tion in fruit and vegetable 
science, landscape man-
agement, agricultural op-
erations and viticulture – 
the science of grapes and 
winemaking.

It’s the latter that cre-
ated a redundancy at 
LMC.

LMC is assembling 
staff and equipment for 
an associate’s degree pro-
gram in wine produc-
tion.

Clint Gabbard, LMC’s 
vice president of Student 
Services, said LMC host-
ed MSU’s ag tech for four 
years.

“There was not a lot of 
participation in the pro-
gram,” he said.

He said there were only 
six MSU ag tech certifi -
cation recipients in the 
last three years.

He said LMC’s re-
search indicated South-
west Michigan’s wine in-
dustry wanted students 
with associate’s degrees 
and lots of hands-on ex-
perience.

DOWAGIAC

LMC wine 
program prompted 
MSU to move

Photos by Don Campbell / HP staff

Thomas Lundy, 10, of South Haven, shows off his LEGO display Saturday during a LEGO bricks building competition at The 
Heritage Museum and Cultural Center in St. Joseph. The competition was part of the third annual “Build Your Way Around 
Town” event featuring a variety of LEGO projects and activities throughout St. Joseph this month.

MARCH MADNESS

ABOVE: Joseph Malkin, 12, of Eau Claire, completes his entry into 
the LEGO bricks building competition Saturday at The Heritage 
Museum and Cultural Center in St. Joseph. 

RIGHT: Maxwell White, 6, front, and his brother, Cooper White, 10, 
both of St. Joseph, admire LEGO displays Saturday during the 
building competition. It was part of the third annual “Build Your 
Way Around Town” event featuring a variety of LEGO projects and 
activities throughout this month.

NEW BUFFALO

Janet Hayes / HP Correspondent

Brooke Corkran (right) had questions for monarch butterfly 
advocates Barb Merten (left) and Jan Koss, after Merten and 
Koss spoke about butterfly gardens at the Friends of New Buf-
falo Library program last week. 

A home fit for a monarch
By JANET HAYES
HP Correspondent 

NEW BUFFALO — 
Monarch butterfl ies are on 
the way.

But it’s not the migration 
it used to be. And that has 
their fans worried.

However, there’s a solu-
tion, and it’s in your back 
yard, say master gardeners 
Jan Koss and Barb Merten.

“The problem is right 
here. They only lay eggs on 
milkweed,” Koss said, ex-
plaining in a forum last 
week that 58 percent of the 

milkweed crop has been lost 
since 2010, leaving many 
monarchs to die without 
laying eggs.

Studies indicate the or-
ange-and-black butterfl y’s 
numbers have declined by 
more than 90 percent in the 
past two decades, largely 
due to the disappearing 
milkweed.

The two gardeners 
teamed up last year to de-
sign and plant their gardens 
specifi cally to attract and 
nurture threatened butter-
fl ies. They ended up releas-
ing 130 monarchs, they told 

an audience at the Friends 
of New Buffalo Library 
meeting. 

“We’re here to share our 
insights, and what we’ve 
learned from our frustra-
tions so you can start in 
your own gardens,” Merten 
said. The large audience in 
the library included many 
backyard gardeners along 
with several New Buffalo 
Brownies interested in a 
project to earn their Bug 
Badge.

Monarchs are about 
ready to start their annual 
migration cycle to this area 

from winter homes in cen-
tral Mexico. During the 
2,000-mile trip, the butter-
fl ies take a few “pit stops” 
to mate and reproduce. 
Monarchs arriving in this 
area are third-generation 
from the butterfl ies that 
leave Mexico, Koss said.

Helping them is “as sim-
ple as planting milkweed. 
The miracle of the monarch 
is that small plots matter. 
Our gardens are like pit 
stops,” Koss said. 

Packets of milkweed 

How you can reverse the decline of a North American wonder

See BUTTERFLIES, page B2

See AG TECH, page B2
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seeds easily collected and 
dried by the pair were 
handed out, with the ad-
vice that mature milkweed 
plants are difficult to 
transplant due to their 
deep roots.

Getting specific
In addition to milk-

weed, butterfly-friendly 
gardens can be planted in 
a sunny location with a 
mix of 10 percent spring 
bloomers, such as lilacs 
and candytuff; 40 percent 
summer bloomers like 
coneflowers and daisies, 
and 50 percent of late 
summer/fall bloomers, in-
cluding butterfly bushes, 
goldenrod and zinnias.

Rocks and stones placed 
in the sun provide a warm 
resting spot. No pesticides 
should be used because 
small amounts can be 
deadly butterflies.

Merten and Koss have 
gone beyond providing 
the host and nectar plants 
and described the steps 
they took to raise butter-
flies, beginning with the 
collection of milkweed 
leaves bearing the pin-

head-sized eggs on the un-
derside, which begin ap-
pearing in early June. 

The leaves are placed in 
a “nursery” made of plas-
tic containers and damp 
paper towel.

That little dance
“The butterflies mate in 

early morning. They do a 
little dance and you know 
something is going on,” 
Koss said.

In about four days, the 
eggs hatch into caterpil-
lars, or “cats,” and begin 
their feeding frenzy. The 
next major step is moving 
them to larger living quar-
ters, usually made from a 
large glass bowl or aquar-
ium with screening on 
top. 

The caterpillars molt 
their outer skin four times 
as they grow and then be-
gin searching for a place 
to hang their chrysalis, the 
hard case that protects 
them while growing into 
adulthood for the next 10 
to 14 days.

Once hatched, the but-
terfly will hang to dry its 
wings for a few hours, 
then sip some nectar from 
sliced oranges or water-
melon. After a few prac-
tice wing-pumps, the mon-
archs are ready to explore 
the neighborhood and 
dine from the waiting juicy 
plants.

“They flit away without 
a ‘thank you’ or even a 
‘see you later,’” Merten 
said. Yet she agrees with 
Koss, who said, “The time 
you spend is worth it when 
you share it with a little 
person. It is truly worth 
the effort.”

For further informa-
tion, the gardeners recom-
mended the following 
websites: monarchjoint-
venture.org; monarch-
watch.org; nababutterfly.
com; xerces.org/california-
monarchs, and learner.
org/jnorth/monarch.
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Practice what you preach. 

Emphasize your positive qualities. 
If you exaggerate or mislead oth-
ers regarding your qualifications, 
you will jeopardize your reputation 
and your career status. Honesty 
and integrity will be necessary 
ingredients to your success. Set-
ting a good example will result in a 
leadership role being offered to 
you.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
Don’t dwell on past issues. The 
more time you spend worrying, 
the less time you’ll have to take 
advantage of new opportunities. 
Eliminate matters that are no lon-
ger relevant.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
Have faith in your attributes. Don’t 
hold yourself back. If there is 
something you want, go after it. 
Indecision or hesitation will result 
in a missed opportunity.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) Get 
promises in writing. Collaboration 
or joint ventures will be a source of 
worry if you are too trusting. Make 
sure your needs are covered 
before you sign an agreement.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) You 
should make personal changes or 
home improvements that you have 
been considering. A fresh or 
updated look will improve your 
self-confidence and put you in a 
better state of mind.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
Don’t be too demanding. If you 
want to feel secure, be sensitive to 
the feelings of others. Offer to take 
on more responsibility or make an 
effort to be more easygoing.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) Get out 

and promote your ideas. Your talent 
will be wasted if you don’t share 
what you can do. Don’t overlook 
resources that could boost your 
qualifications.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Investment opportunities look 
favorable. Check out profit-sharing 
or high-interest financial opportu-
nities. Your fiscal future depends 
on making a smart, conservative, 
long-term decision. Do what’s right 
and best for you.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) There 
will be ulterior motives behind a 
new acquaintance. Before you 
divulge too many secrets, you need 
to be sure that your words won’t 
be repeated or used against you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
Don’t forget to mention any minor 
irritations when booking medical 
appointments or addressing health 
issues. Fresh air and exercise will 
help if you are feeling bored or 
lethargic.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
Avoid making a rash promise or 
hasty decision. You need to think 
matters through before making a 
long-term commitment. Don’t give 
in to peer pressure. Make choices 
based on facts.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
You will regret allowing anything or 
anyone to deter you from reaching 
your goals. Favorable changes are 
imminent, but concessions will be 
necessary. Tackling new challeng-
es will make you a worthy candi-
date.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
Your intuition can help you achieve 
any goal you set. Paying off debt, 
winning something or being offered 
a cash gift is in the stars. Celebrate 
with someone special.

They can make some good 
money.

“Students are being hired 
in the middle of their ap-
prenticeship programs. Ev-
erybody has the idea that a 
college degree is something 
they have to have to get a 
better job, but you can get 
better jobs with two years 
or less of college ... If you’re 
willing to come to work, 
stay busy and are able to 
problem solve, you can be 
trained.”

Runyan noted that stu-
dents completing the year-
long program at Berrien 
Springs can get credits to-
ward a two-year degree at 
Lake Michigan College and 
use the skills they’ve learned 
to take state builders license 
test once they turn 18. 

Students must complete 
the required coursework 
and be in good academic 
standing to qualify for the 
class, he said.

Students attend the pro-
gram for two hours each 
morning during the school 
year and learn a variety of 
skills, including how do to 
electrical, plumbing, dry-
wall, floor framing, roof 
framing, roofing methods 
and masonry work, plus 
how to use heavy equip-
ment and incorporate 
green technology into con-
struction. 

“We go pretty in depth 
with both classroom work 
and hands-on experience,” 
he said. 

Students in Runyan’s 
class are busy construct-
ing a storage building for 
an employee at Blossom-
land who bought the ma-
terials for them. He said 
the class stopped building 
houses after the real estate 
crash in the late 2000s 
made it hard to sell them. 

They’ve also built a stor-
age building for the Ber-
rien Springs baseball team 
and concession stands for 
the Lake Michigan Col-
lege baseball, softball and 
soccer fields.

Runyan’s students don’t 
all have the same career 
goals, but they do share a 
love of building and would 

recommend the class to 
other high school students 
in the area. They say the 
class has taught them not 
only how to build, but also 
how to have a good work 
ethic.

Buchanan High School 
senior Elijah Gray said he 
looks forward to attending 
Southwestern Michigan 
College, and then Ferris 
State, to study engineering 
and construction design. “I 
like building, this is fun,” he 
said. “This has definitely 
been worthwhile. This is the 
best class I’ve ever taken. 
The hard part is learning to 
stay focused. It’s like a real 
world working environ-
ment. You really learn a 
work ethic.”

Fellow Buchanan senior 
Austin Hartz said he’s glad 
he took the class, adding 
that he has learned not only 
building skills, but life skills. 
He took the class to learn 
more about construction so 
he can do more in his fami-
ly’s landscaping business. 

“A lot of customers ask 
us to build sheds and this is 
something I can add on to 
my grandfather’s business,” 

he said. “I plan to go to 
trade school to learn more 
about landscape design.”

Lakeshore seniors Joe 
Miller and Geoff Sudhoff 
said they like to build and 
learn how to use the differ-
ent tools and equipment. 
They’ve taken welding and 
woodshop classes previous-
ly and wanted to try this 
class this year.

Buchanan senior Dustin 
Gray and Coloma senior 
Kyle Prescott have similar 
feelings. Kyle has taken au-
tomotive classes the past 
three years in Coloma and 
wanted this class to learn 
something new. “This is a 
good learning experience,” 
he said.

The Berrien Springs 
school district hosts five ca-
reer tech programs, and all 
are open to all Berrien 
County students. In addi-
tion to construction trades, 
the district sponsors EMT, 
firefighting, criminal justice 
and business programs. 
Countywide, students can 
choose from more than 40 
career and technical educa-
tion programs at area high 
schools.

BUILDERS
From page B1

BUTTERFLIES
From page B1

Gabbard said the col-
lege’s wine program will still 
work with MSU’s South-
west Michigan Research & 
Extension Service, which is 
near the Napier Avenue 
campus. SWMREC per-
forms grape research, 
among its many ventures.

SMC officials are cham-
pioning the credit-transfer 
potential in ag tech. A 
Michigan Transfer Agree-
ment-compliant degree 
means students can move 
general education credits 
anywhere in Michigan.

“What’s better today is 
these articulation agree-
ments to transfer,” SMC 
Board of Trustees Secretary 
William M. White said in 
an SMC news release. White 
is a Cassopolis hog farmer 
and MSU graduate.

SMC spokesman John 
Eby said the college as-
signed office space for MSU 
ag tech coordinator Stacey 
Rocklin. The program is at 
no cost to SMC, he said.

SMC reported that ag 
tech will use a grape curric-
ulum crafted by the Viticul-
ture Enology Science and 
Technology Alliance.

AG TECH
From page B1

HOLLAND TOWN-
SHIP, Mich. (AP) — Au-
thorities say a 63-year-old 
western Michigan woman 
has died and a man has 
been hurt in a rollover 
crash.

Ottawa County sheriff’s 
officials say Karolyn Rich 
of Holland died in the 
hospital after the Satur-
day morning crash in Hol-
land Township. The other 
driver, 40-year-old Brent 
Groenewoud of Holland, 
is listed in stable condi-
tion.

Crash 
claims life 
of woman
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