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LOCAL & STATE
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

PAW PAW — A Geneva 
Township man will get a 
new trial following his con-
viction in his half-brother’s 
slaying.

The state appeals court 
said in an opinion that Van 
Buren County Circuit 
Court erred when it didn’t 
allow Antonio Lewis to 
represent himself.

Lewis’ lawyer, Mary Ow-
ens of Grand Rapids, 
learned of the ruling Friday 
afternoon.

“I’m thrilled!” she said.

Her appeal was based on 
Lewis’ rights under the U.S. 
Constitution to represent 
himself in court, which was 
denied because Judge Kath-
leen Brickley said it would 
have been “too burdensome 
to the court.”

“There was no evidence 
of that,” Owen said.

A  jury found Lewis guilty 
in 2013 of second-degree 
murder in the death of 
26-year-old Ivory Shaver 
III. Shaver’s body was found 
in a Covert Township farm 
ditch in 2012. Police said 
they believed he was killed 
in November 2011.

Lewis was sentenced to 
39 to 80 years in prison.

Van Buren County Assis-
tant Prosecutor Keith Rob-
inson said Friday he had 
not yet received a copy of 
the ruling. He said that af-
ter reviewing it, it’s possible 
he may seek to appeal the 
ruling with the Michigan 
Supreme Court. 

The Supreme Court 
would have to grant permis-
sion for that appeal.

The 39-year-old Lewis 
appealed his conviction. 
Court documents show 
Lewis told the trial court he 
had previously defended 

himself in two separate cas-
es and believed he could 
represent himself better 
than his attorney.

Shaver and Lewis had 
lived together at a Geneva 
Township house with their 
girlfriends, and Shaver went 
missing in November 2011.

The case was based only 
on circumstantial evidence 
against Lewis. The autopsy 
was not conclusive as to the 
cause and manner of Shav-
er’s death, and there were 
no witnesses or evidence 
dealing directly with the 
murder or any incriminat-
ing statements by Lewis 

about the murder.
The prosecution’s key 

category of evidence con-
sisted of Lewis’ inconsistent 
statements to police about 
Shaver’s disappearance.

When police fi rst talked 
with him, Lewis said he saw 
Shaver leave the house Nov. 
18, 2011, and drive off in a 
car owned by Shaver’s girl-
friend, reportedly to help 
an aunt in Saginaw. It was 
the same day Lewis got out 
of jail.

Police later learned a 
Lawton man claimed Lewis 
sold the car to him in ex-
change for being bailed out 

of jail on a child support 
case. The car was recovered 
in Lawton, and police then 
reinterviewed Lewis.

At that point Lewis 
changed his story. He said 
Shaver had walked away 
from the house.

In court testimony, Lewis’ 
girlfriend said she found 
Shaver’s cellphone in the 
dresser of the bedroom she 
shared with Lewis. That 
discovery came at a time 
when Shaver’s girlfriend 
was still getting text mes-
sages – but not voice mes-
sages – ostensibly from 
Shaver.

New trial ordered in VB murder case

Contributed picture

Welsh corgi Elvis, who died last year, is pictured with a calculus textbook. The lessons may be trite for dogs, according Elvis’ owner, 
a math professor slated to lecture at Lake Michigan College.

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— “Do Dogs Know Calcu-
lus?” 

In a March 25 lecture, 
math professor Tim Pen-
nings will discuss how his 
dog, Elvis, consistently 
chose the quickest path to 
retrieve a ball from Lake 
Michigan no matter where 
the ball was thrown in the 
water. 

The presentation will be 
1-2:30 p.m. in the Brown 
Lecture Hall at Lake Mich-
igan College in Benton 
Township. It is free and 
open to the public. Call 
927-8626 for more infor-
mation.

The quickest path isn’t 

always the shortest one, 
said LMC math instructor 
Peter Brown, because it 
takes a lot longer to swim 
in the water than to run on 
the land.

“Where should the dog 
jump into the water math-
ematically to minimize” 
the amount of  time it takes 
to fetch the ball, said 
Brown, who helped bring 
Pennings to LMC. “It’s re-
ally an optimization prob-
lem.”

And amazingly, he said 
Elvis, a Welsh corgi who 
died last year, would always 
enter the water close to 
where the calculus answer 
said he should enter it.

“This brings up interest-
ing ideas about how nature 
operates,” Brown said. 

“The dog doesn’t actually 
know calculus, but he acts 
as if  he does because he’s 
optimizing it through in-
stinct.”

He said the problem of 
where to enter the water 
also can be solved using al-
gebra, but it takes a lot lon-
ger. With algebra, he said 
students have to use trial 
and error to fi nd the cor-
rect answer.

“It’s pretty basic algebra, 
it’s just laborious,” he said.

The problem can be 
solved in one calculation 
with calculus.

Brown said knowing how 
to solve this problem has 
real-world applications, 
such as the cheapest way to 
run a power line from wind 
turbines in the ocean to a 

power station. He said the 
shortest distance isn’t al-
ways the most economical 
solution because it costs a 
lot more money to bury 
wire under the ocean than 
to bury it on land.

“You have the same type 
of  problem there,” he said.

Pennings taught at Hope 
College in Holland for 
many years and is now the 
chairman of the depart-
ment of  mathematics at 
Davenport University. Be-
sides “Do Dogs Know Cal-
culus?,” his research with 
Elvis includes “Do Dogs 
Know Bifurcations?” and 
“Elvis Lives: Mathematical 
Surprises Inspired by Elvis 
the Welsh Corgi.” 

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

Canine calculations Your dog’s inner voice 
might be a computer

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

GRAND RAPIDS — A 
state appeals court is weigh-
ing arguments presented 
this week on whether the 
convicted killer of a How-
ard Township couple got a 
fair trial.

The lawyer for Keith 
Lintz argued that trial law-
yer errors and a lack of 
physical evidence tainted 
the September 2013 convic-
tion in the February 2010 
slayings of John and Caro-
lyn Tarwacki.  

Lintz lawyer Peter Van-
Hoek of the State Appellate 
Defense Offi ce said Thurs-
day the three-judge panel 

of the Michigan Court of 
Appeals in Grand Rapids 
heard oral arguments Tues-
day in Lintz’s appeal.

The court could deny the 
appeal, send the case back 
to the trial court for a re-
hearing on a specifi c issue 
or grant a new trial.

A Cass County jury con-
victed the Niles resident of 
two counts of fi rst-degree 
murder. He was sentenced 
to life in prison without pa-
role. 

Evidence presented at 
trial showed that the 
Tarwackis were shot, 
stabbed and beaten Feb. 5, 
2010, inside their Howard 
Township home.

Police arrested Lintz in 

October 2012. 
He has maintained his in-

nocence, but several friends 
and acquaintances came 
forward to testify he had 
told them he had killed the 
couple.

VanHoek said he raised 
several issues in his appeal 
and oral arguments, includ-
ing that there was no physi-
cal evidence linking Lintz 
to the crime scene and that 
defense attorney Greg Feld-
man failed to object when 
the prosecution removed a 
person from the witness 
list.

He argued that the trial 
judge, Cass Circuit Judge 
Michael Dodge, wouldn’t 
allow Feldman to call a wit-

ness to contradict testimony 
from a Lintz friend who 
said he confessed to him 
when both were in the Ber-
rien County jail. 

VanHoek said Dodge 
erred in not granting a jury 
request to rehear witness 
statements, and that Dodge 
erred in allowing testimony 
claiming Lintz told people 
to assault a witness after 
she testifi ed.

VanHoek said a ruling 
could be anytime from one 
week to several months. He 
said he expected a ruling 
within two months, which 
could then be appealed to 
the Michigan Supreme 
Court by either party.

Court hears appeal from Tarwacki killer

ST. JOSEPH — People can 
safely get rid of unwanted 
documents while contributing 
to recycling efforts by attend-
ing one of several Communi-
ty Shred Days hosted by 
Honor Credit Union.

The fi rst Shred Day will 

be from 9 a.m. to Noon 
April 11 at 2920 Lakeview 
Ave., St. Joseph. 

Other dates and branch lo-
cations are: 9 a.m. to noon, 
May 16, 56337 S. M-51, 
Dowagiac; 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
July 17, 8952 Old U.S. 31, 

Berrien Springs; 9 a.m. to 
noon Sept. 19, 422 S. Kala-
mazoo St., Paw Paw; and 9 
a.m. to noon Oct. 3, 1873 E. 
Napier Ave., Benton Harbor. 

Shred Days are also 
scheduled at branches in 
Plainwell and Coldwater.

The Shred Days are open 
to everyone, not just Honor 
Credit Union members. 
There is a limit of 10 bags, 
boxes or bins of material 
per person. Shredding is 
done on site at the time of 
drop off, she said.

Paper-shredding sessions slated at area credit union

Niles man dies 
in Cass County crash

NILES — State police 
are continuing to investi-
gate a head-on collision 
near Niles Friday that left 
one man dead and another 
man injured.

Patrick Hollis, 43, of 
Niles died after the 8:10 
a.m. crash on U.S. 13 at 
Bell Road in Cass County’s 
Milton Township, police 
said. Troopers said Hollis 
was driving southeast on 
U.S. 12 when his car col-
lided with a vehicle being 
driven northwest by Ray 
Marshall, 24, also of 
Niles.

Police said Friday after-
noon they were not sure 
which vehicle had crossed 
the center line. 

Marshall was taken by 
Southwest Michigan Com-
munity Ambulance Service 
to Memorial Hospital in 
South Bend for treatment 
of injuries that were not 
life-threatening, police 
said.

State police were assisted 
by the Cass County Sher-
iff’s Department and the 
Niles Township Fire De-
partment.

Reminder: Change 
batteries in alarms

With the start of day-
light saving time Sunday, 
State Fire Marshal Rich-
ard Miller reminds Michi-
ganders to change the bat-
teries in their smoke alarms 
and carbon monoxide 
alarms when setting their 
clocks ahead one hour.

Miller said homes should 
have smoke alarms outside 
every bedroom, and on ev-
ery level of the home, in-
cluding the basement.  
Never disable the alarm or 
borrow a battery from a 
smoke alarm to use some-
where else. If  an alarm 
“chirps” it’s a warning that 
the battery is low and needs 
replacing.

Plea in fraud scheme 
with SW Mich. tie

BAY CITY (AP) — A 
32-year-old man who au-
thorities say ran a Ponzi 

scheme that defrauded in-
vestors of millions of dol-
lars faces sentencing in 
April.

The attorney general’s 
offi ce says Joel Wilson was 
convicted of all six charges 
in Bay City on Thursday in 
the securities fraud case. A 
racketeering charge is pun-
ishable by up to 20 years in 
prison. Sentencing is April 
27.

In July, company em-
ployee Mary Faher of Ste-
vensville pleaded no-con-
test to securities fraud. Her 
sentencing is Monday. In 
June, Shawn Dicken of 
Bay City was sentenced to 
prison for her role in the 
scheme.

Defense attorney Mat-
thew S. Kolodziejski says 
Wilson’s business was legiti-
mate and naturally failed. 

Wilson was the owner of 
The Diversifi ed Group Ad-
visory Fund LLC. He was 
extradited from Germany 
last year after being 
charged in Michigan.

Court says beer 
brand can sue LCC

DETROIT (AP) — An 
appeals court has ordered 
a federal judge to reopen a 
dispute over a beer that 
was temporarily banned 
by Michigan liquor com-
missioners.

The court says commis-
sioners aren’t immune to a 
lawsuit by Flying Dog 
Brewery, based in Freder-
ick, Md. The brewery 
claims its 1st Amendment 
rights were violated when 
the Liquor Control Com-
mission rejected an ale 
with a name that’s offen-
sive to some people, Rag-
ing B----.

The ban was lifted in 
2011 after 18 months due 
to a U.S. Supreme Court 
decision in a different case. 
The brewery says it lost 
money during the time the 
label was prohibited.

The decision Friday 
means the case will return 
to federal court in Grand 
Rapids.

Appeals court Judge 
Karen Nelson Moore says 
it’s clear that Flying Dog’s 
rights were violated.

IN BRIEF

Sentences

Paw Paw

Drugs
Tyler New, 22, Paw Paw, 

one day in jail, 12 months 
probation and ordered to 
pay fi nes and costs for de-
livery of marijuana and 
maintaining a drug house 
in March 2014 in Waverly 
Township.

Brandon Ross, 22, Paw 
Paw, one day in jail, 12 
months probation and or-
dered to pay fi nes and costs 
for maintaining a drug house 
in August 2014 in Bloom-
ingdale Township. Michael 
McCoy, 28, Paw Paw, three 
days jail, six months proba-
tion and ordered to pay fi nes 
and costs for maintaining a 

drug house in June 2014 in 
Lawton.

Stacey Ledesma, 30, 
Hartford, 48 days jail, two 
years probation in the 
Swift and Sure Program 
and ordered to pay fi nes, 
costs, restitution and attor-
ney fees for possession of 
controlled substance – less 
than 25 grams in October 
2014 in Hartford.

Drunken driving
Robert Charles Morris, 

48, Kalamazoo, 30 days 
jail with credit for 2 days, 
placed on 24 months pro-
bation with Drug Treat-
ment Court and ordered to 
pay fees and court costs for 
operating while intoxicated 
– third offense in Septem-
ber 2014 in Paw Paw.

VAN BUREN COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT


