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LOCAL & STATE

ABOVE: Model trains wind 
their way around a track 
Saturday at the LEGO BIG 
BUILD display in the Shad-
owland Ballroom at the 
Silver Beach Center in St. 
Joseph. An eight-person 
team from the Western 
Michigan LEGO Users 
Group spent seven hours 
and 150,000 LEGO pieces 
creating the 20- by 30-foot 
display, one of the LEGO 
Build Your Way Around 
Town activities this month 
in St. Joseph. The free 
event is open today, Sun-
day, from noon-5 p.m.

LEFT: Michael Kross, 3, 
of Benton Harbor takes a 
close look Saturday at the 
LEGO BIG BUILD display.

Photos by Don Campbell / HP staff

LIFE IN LEGOLAND

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Lake Michigan College 
math students are about to 
encounter a different in-
structional approach than 
they’ve experienced so far – 

one that’s not based around 
standard “x+y=z” equa-
tions.

LMC math instructors 
Peter Brown and Chris Ben-
dixen have spent fi ve years 
overhauling the program – 
along with Brenda Shep-
pard, co-chair of the col-
lege’s transitional studies 
program.

That effort began with 
the recognition of a com-
mon problem, as Brown 
and Chris Bendixen told 

LMC board members last 
week.

“We saw the people com-
ing in, seeing algebra for the 
19th time, weren’t very en-
thusiastic – nor were they 
really seeing any connec-
tion” to their own learning, 
Brown said.

In response, the depart-
ment is rolling out a new 
approach of shorter lec-
tures, collaborative work 
sessions, and – most impor-
tantly – an effort to present 

problems in real-world 
terms,

“Much more what we ask 
now is, ‘what does this 
mean?’ – not, ‘what are the 
steps involved?’” Brown 
said.

Instead of asking stu-
dents to solve standard 
equations, they’ll be asked 
to solve problems like this 
one: “If Grandma has 
$40,000, and invests it in a 
mutual fund that pays 
7 percent, how much will 

she have after 40 years?”
Technology is also a ma-

jor part of the overhaul, in-
cluding databases, spread-
sheets and use of online 
textbooks that fi t the new 
approach.

“If you’d went to a math 
department meeting 20 
years ago, they’d be arguing 
about, ‘Should we have cal-
culators?’ We’re going to 
stop all of that nonsense, 
and embrace technology,” 
Brown said. “This is the real 

world.”
Other times, students will 

use traditional tools, like 
charts and graphs, but have 
to draw conclusions about 
the information they’re giv-
en.

Bendixen used that ap-
proach in his own class, 
such as when he asked stu-
dents to calculate the conse-
quences of an unchecked 
epidemic of the lethal 

Program gives purpose to math problems
LMC takes new 
approach to teaching 
the discipline

See MATH, page B2

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

SOUTH HAVEN — A 
brewery with bar and res-
taurant is proposed for the 
former Save A Lot grocery 
store building at 237 Broad-
way.

But current plans hinge 
on getting city approval for 
two variances, including a 
variance to allow 38 fewer 
parking spaces than other-
wise required by the city, 
Zoning Administrator Lin-
da Anderson said.

The plans were submitted 
by Tim Woodhams of Civi-
ca Engineering of Portage, 
Mich.

The city Zoning Board of 
Appeals meets at 7 p.m. 

Monday to consider the 
parking variance and a vari-
ance regarding trees in the 
parking lot. 

The city requires 114 
parking spots for the busi-

ness, but developers are 
asking for only 66 spots, 
Anderson said.

That has generated a lot 
of opposition, especially 
from neighboring business 

owners and the nearby syna-
gogue, due to concerns park-
ing would spill over onto 
their property, she said.

Regarding the second 
variance, the city requires 
seven trees in the parking 
lot but the plan calls for 
only fi ve trees, Anderson 
said. The property is zoned 
B2 general business.

If the ZBA approves the 
variances Monday night, 
the plans go before the city 
Planning Commission at 7 
p.m. Wednesday. If the vari-
ances are not approved, 
however, the plans would 
have to be revised so they 
would be pulled from the 
planners’ meeting agenda, 
Anderson said.

Save A Lot closed Jan. 24 
after more than two de-
cades.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Brew pub considered for former SH store
Developers seek 
variance from city

Andrew Lersten / HP staff

A brewery with a bar and restaurant is proposed for this former 
Save A Lot grocery store on Broadway in South Haven. City plan-
ners next week may consider the site plan.

By JEFF KAROUB
Associated Press

DETROIT — The Arab 
American National Muse-
um is sending its exhibition 
about one of the earliest 
Arab-American settlements 
to Ellis Island, the same 
place where many of those 
immigrants fi rst set foot in 
the U.S.

The “Little Syria” exhibit 
documents the once-thriv-
ing Lower Manhattan com-
munity that was home to 
many Arabs, including au-
thor and poet Khalil Gi-
bran, and some of Ameri-
ca’s fi rst Arabic language 
newspapers during the im-
migration wave of the late 
19th and early 20th centu-
ries.

The exhibit was created 
by the Smithsonian-affi liat-
ed Arab American National 
Museum in Dearborn, a 
Detroit suburb that’s home 
to one of the nation’s largest 
Arab-American popula-
tions, with help from New 
York residents.

Arab museum director 
Devon Akmon told The As-
sociated Press that having 

the exhibit at the historic 
immigrant gateway shares a 
largely unknown piece of 
history with an audience ea-
ger to learn about their own 
families’ immigration jour-
neys as well as others.

“Our goal is always to 
place the Arab-American 
story in the context of the 
great American story,” he 
said.

Museum’s ‘Little Syria’ exhibit going to Ellis Island

By DAN ROBLEE
The Daily Mining Gazette 
(Houghton)

HANCOCK — For 
some of  the students in 
Hilary Virtanen’s commu-
nity Finnish class, study-
ing the language is a prac-
tical matter.

“My kids are going to 
Finland, and one of  us 
better know how to look 
for the bathroom,” said 
Chris Dijkstra, mother of 
two Kivijat and Loistavat 
folk dancers who’ll be per-
forming at a festival there 
this summer.

For others in the class, 
held Mondays at Finland-
ia University’s Finnish-
American Heritage Cen-
ter, learning the language 
is a matter of  reclaiming 
their heritage.

“I’d always had an in-
terest in learning Finnish. 
My grandparents spoke 
it,” Tom Helppi told The 
Daily Mining Gazette. 
“My great uncle did, my 
dad did, but not to us at 
home. I missed out on 
learning to talk with 
them.”

That mix of  perspec-
tives – and of  ages, the 
class ranges from college 
students to senior citizens 
– helps keep things fresh 
for Virtanen, she said, as 
well as for students who 
repeat classes to continue 
improving their vocabu-
lary. It also helps keep 
things fun, and lightens 
up what could sometimes 
be a frustrating experi-
ence.

“The construction, the 
(word) positions, there’s 
not any other language 
that’s like that,” said Anne 
Wilson. “I took Russian 
for three years at Michi-
gan State, and it’s much 
harder than Russian.”

That’s because Finnish 
belongs to a very small 
group of  languages that 
aren’t anything like what 
most Americans and Eu-
ropeans are used to. Vir-
tanen said the vast major-
ity of  languages spoken in 
Europe – and stretching 
across much of  Asia – are 
part of  the Indo-Europe-
an language group. Finn-
ish is in a separate family, 
Fino-Ugric, used in just a 
few other small pockets of 
northern Europe, includ-
ing Hungary and Estonia.

“It’s very different... and 
the way people think, and 
are made to think is differ-
ent,” said Virtanen. “You 
have to approach it in a 
completely different way.”

One example is the way 
Finnish uses agglutina-
tion, or builds complex 
words out of  multiple 
smaller words or parts of 
words. The phrase “tulen 
varapresidentiksi,” for ex-
ample, means “I’m to be-
come Vice President,” with 
modifi cations to the base 
word president added as 
prefi xes and suffi xes.

“All of  the words keep 
adding onto each other, 
just getting longer and 
longer,” said Rebecca 

Gast, a Michigan Techno-
logical University student 
who’s thinking about a 
trip to Finland.

The vice presidential ex-
ample also highlights an-
other oddity. Virtanen 
said there is no actual fu-
ture tense in Finland, but 
that different sentence 
construction is used to in-
dicate the future.

Pronunciation can also 
be a challenge for the 
American tongue. Helppi 
said he’s mostly overcome 
that by breaking words 
down into short chunks 
and taking it slow.

“That’s how I didn’t 
freak out with all double 
consonants,” he said.

With a little practice 
though, Virtanen said, 
Finnish becomes a beauti-
ful language to the ear.

“One if  the things you 
fi nd with traditional lan-
guages, there’s a lot of  al-
literation that happens,” 
she said. “Words like 
‘Kaamos,’ a ‘night sky in 
the deep of  winter’ or ‘twi-
light sky.’ Different words 
for animals come off  like 
cooing, very melodic.”

Virtanen said Finland-
ia’s classes offer a unique 
opportunity for local resi-
dents. Outside of  about 10 
university programs and 
the Salolampi Finnish im-
mersion camp in Bemidji, 
Minnesota, opportunities 
to learn Finnish are “pret-
ty rare,” she said, noting 
that Finlandia also offers 
for-credit Finnish courses 
for its students.

With just one beginner 
class, and one advanced 
class most semesters, some 
students will take the com-
munity classes repeatedly 
to keep improving, and 
Virtanen said she tries to 
accommodate that by ro-
tating vocabulary units 
each class. While students 
shouldn’t expect to be-
come fl uent overnight, she 
said, the class is great for 
basic conversational skills, 
learning to do genealogy 
research or connect to 
one’s past, or just to chal-
lenge the brain and keep it 
sharp.

Virtanen noted that 
teens are welcome in the 
classes. She fi rst studied 
Finnish at Jeffers High 
School, she said, but 
doesn’t know of any high 
schools in the area that 
currently offer the lan-
guage. She wants to keep 
opportunities available.

“I think it’s important 
if  you go away to college 
for 20 years, then come 
back to where you’re from 
you should give back to 
the community,” she 
said.

Upper Peninsula 
class teaches 
Finnish language

The construction, the 
(word) positions, there’s 
not any other language 
that’s like that.

ANNE WILSON
Student



Herald Palladium 03/29/2015

Copyright (c)2015 The Herald-Palladium 03/29/2015 March 30, 2015 11:53 am (GMT +4:00) / Powered by TECNAVIA

B2 – SUNDAY, March 29, 2015 LOCAL | STATE The Herald-Palladium

Ebola virus.
“When I first gave this 

problem in class, I had a 
student say, ‘Is this thing 
going to reach 7 billion?’” 
Bendixen said. “I said, 
‘This guy gets it – seven 
billion (is the) population 
of  the world.’”

Brown and Bendixen 
said they expect the final 
legwork of  revamping the 
courses to finish this sum-
mer, including additional 
training to get adjunct in-
structors on board with 
the new approach, Ben-
dixen said.

“It’s hard to get our ad-
juncts on board because 
they’re so used to doing 
things the old-school way. 
We have to convince them 
this is the way to go,” Ben-
dixen said. “Every one of 
us in the math department 
believes that this is what’s 
going on.”

The sentiments got a 
thumbs-up from Trustee 
Paul Bergan, who said 
that approach suits his 
way of  thinking.

“You guys should be 
congratulated for taking 
the idea of  bringing things 
into reality, making them 
more practical, where 
math is not such a mys-
tery, that no one but a few 
people can understand,” 

he said.
LMC President Bob 

Harrison said that the 
math program overhaul is 
the next logical step after 
a recent modernization 
for the science depart-
ment.

MATH
From page B1

LMC to host job, 
graduate fair April 8

BENTON HARBOR — 
Lake Michigan College will 
host a free transfer, graduate 
and job fair from 10:30 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 8, 
at its Napier Avenue campus. 

Colleges will be on hand to 
answer questions about 
transfer opportunities, and 
employers will be available to 
accept resumes, answer ques-
tions and conduct on-site in-
terviews for those seeking 
career opportunities.

LMC also will offer a re-
sume skills workshop at 
10:30 a.m. and an interview 
skills workshop at 11:30 a.m.

Those who are interested 
in attending are encouraged 
to register at lakemichigan 
college.edu/transfergrad 
job.

SJ Twp. issuing  
landfill passses

ST. JOSEPH — St. Jo-
seph Township residents 
can get two free landfill 
passes for residential or 
business use at the Orchard 
Hills Sanitary Landfill on 
April 17-18, April 24-25, 
May 8-9, and May 15-16.

The passes are being is-
sued for spring cleanup, 
“which is something that 
we do twice a year at the 
township – and it’s very suc-
cessful,” township Supervi-
sor Roger Seely said.

Passes will be available 
for pickup after Thursday 
at the Township Hall on 
Washington Avenue.

‘Orphan train’ is 
museum lecture topic

DOWAGIAC — “The 
Orphan Train in Dowagiac” 
is the topic of a lecture  at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday at the 
Dowagiac Area History Mu-
seum, Division and W. Rail-
road streets.

The Orphan Train is a 
popular local history topic 
because of Dowagiac’s role 
as the first stop of the famed 
train. Childhood homeless-
ness was a significant prob-
lem in New York City in the 
19th century. Charles Loring 
Brace founded the Children’s 
Aid Society and came up 
with the idea to try to place 
orphaned children in rural 
homes throughout the Mid-
west. 

The first group of orphans 
left New York in 1854 and 
came to Michigan via the 
Great Lakes. Once in Michi-
gan, they boarded the Or-
phan Train, which had one 
scheduled stop – Dowagiac. 

The program is free to 
museum members those 
younger than 18 and $5 to 
nonmembers. For more in-
formation, call 783- 
2560 or visit www. 
dowagiacmuseum.info.

Lake Twp. to host 
recycling event

BRIDGMAN — The 
Lake Township Hall will 
host an electronics recycling 
event 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Satur-
day, April 25, the township 
announced. The hall is at 
3220 Shawnee Road.

IN BRIEF

Sentences
St. Joseph

Assault
Trenton K. Bernard, 21, Paw 

Paw Lake Road, Coloma, 2 
1/2-5 years in prison for 
assault on a prison employee, 
Berrien County sheriff’s Depu-
ty Duane Miller at the jail on 
Jan. 28.

Cecil P. Spear Jr., 62, Pipe-
stone Road, Pipestone Town-
ship, 1 1/2-5 years in prison 
for third-offense domestic vio-
lence, assault and battery on 
his girlfriend, Tina Clark, on 
Jan. 31 at their residence.

Andre D. Durr, 21, Eighth 
Street, Benton Harbor, 16 
months to five years in prison 
for third-offense domestic vio-
lence, assaulting his girlfriend, 
Erica Anguiano, Oct. 30-31 at 
784 N. Ogden Ave., Benton 
Harbor. Durr was sentenced to 
a concurrent prison term of 14 
months to four years for vio-
lating the state sex offender 
registration law, changing 
addresses without notifying 
police in September in Benton 
Harbor.

Vandalism
Johnny L. Coleman, 25, 

Hampton Road, Benton Town-
ship, 210 days in jail for mali-
cious destruction of property 
valued at $200 to $1,000, 
kicking in the door of an 
apartment at 777 E. Napier 
Ave., in Benton Township, on 
Oct. 19.  Coleman was sen-
tenced to a concurrent 93-day 
jail term, with credit for 93 
days already served, for a 
related offense of domestic 
violence, assault and battery 
on Jaquoia Mallet.

Sex offender registration
Jeffery A. Nearpass, 53, 

Monroe Street, Benton Harbor, 
60 days in jail and $198 for 
violating the state sex offender 
registration law, failing to noti-
fy police of an address change 
Feb. 1 in Benton Township.

Embezzlement
Frances A. Blasy, 40, Wash-

ington Avenue, St. Joseph, 100 
days in jail, 90 days on tether, 
five years’ probation and 
$2,018 for attempted embez-
zlement by agent or trustee of 
$1,000 to $20,000. While 

managing an apartment build-
ing at 917 Pearl St., St. 
Joseph, for owners Kevin Juza 
and Sean Juza in 2014, Blasy 
pocketed $4,095 in rent pay-
ments and made $1,019 in 
personal purchases with a 
bank card meant for building 
supplies, according to court 
records. Blasy was also sen-
tenced to a concurrent 90-day 
jail term for a related offense 
of contempt of court, violating 
rules while she was on bond.

Larceny
Stephen J. Mims, 21, Coun-

try Knoll Place, St. Joseph, 30 
days in jail, 15 months’ proba-
tion and $1,561 for attempted 
larceny from a vehicle, steal-
ing a computer from a vehicle 
owned by Mark Hollandsworth 
on Dec. 14 at 1322 Wolcott 
Ave., St. Joseph.

Check fraud
Victor Barnes, 50, South Hol-

land, Ill., 38 days in jail (credit 
for 38 days already served), 
one year on probation and 

$318 for attempted uttering 
and publishing a fraudulent 
check for $1,590 on Jan. 22 at 

the Chemical Bank branch, 
834 Nickerson Ave., Benton 
Township.

BERRIEN COUNTY TRIAL COURT

By HP STAFF

ST. JOSEPH — Real es-
tate agents know that the 
winter weather typical of 
the year’s first two months 
can play havoc with hous-
ing sales.

But compared to last 
year, February housing 
sales were up 12 percent, 
according to Gary Walter, 
executive vice president of 
the Southwestern Michi-
gan Association of  Real-
tors Inc.

Sales were also up 18 
percent over January, he 
said. 

“Last year, January 
sales were higher than 
February, and this year it 
was the opposite.”

Walter said that during 
the two months combined, 
just two fewer houses were 

sold this year than last 
year.

“There was less than a 1 
percent difference in the 
total dollar volume for 
February this year when 
compared to last year in 
February ($26.5 million 
vs. $26.7 million). Year-
to-date, the total dollar 
volume was also almost 
dead even with 2015, down 
by $127,537 ($56.9 vs. $57 
million),” Walter said in 
the association’s monthly 
housing market report.

The average selling price 
plunged from $211,075 in 
January to $155,828 in 
February and was 11 per-
cent lower than last year. 
Year-to-date, the average 
selling price of  $181,164 is 
up less than 0.5 percent 
over $180,421 last year.

The median selling price 

of  $108,000 in February 
was up 20 percent over the 
$90,000 median selling 
price set in February 2014. 
Year-to-date, the median 
selling price saw a 17 per-
cent increase with 
$105,000 in 2015 versus 
$90,000 in 2014. 

Comparing from 2006 
to 2015, this year-to-date 
median selling price was 
the second highest record-
ed over time. The highest 
was set in 2006 at 
$110,000.

Nationally, existing-
home sales increased mod-
estly in February, but con-
strained inventory pushed 
price growth to its fastest 
pace in a year, according 
to the National Associa-
tion of  Realtors.

Total existing-home 
sales, which are complet-

ed transactions that in-
clude single-family, town-
houses, condominiums 
and co-ops, rose 1.2 per-
cent to a seasonally ad-
justed annual rate of  4.88 
million in February from 
4.82 million in January. 
Sales are 4.7 percent high-
er than a year ago and 
above year-over-year to-
tals for the fifth consecu-
tive month.

Lawrence Yun, NAR 
chief  economist, said that 
though February sales 
showed modest improve-
ment, there’s been some 
stagnation in the market 
in recent months. 

“Insufficient supply ap-
pears to be hampering pro-
spective buyers in several 
areas of the country and is 
hiking prices to near unsuit-
able levels,” he said. “Stron-

ger price growth is a boon 
for homeowners looking to 
build additional equity, but 
it continues to be an obstacle 
for current buyers looking 
to close before rates rise.”

The national median 
existing-home price for all 
housing types in February 
was $202,600, which is 7.5 
percent above February 
2014. This marks the 36th 
consecutive month of 
year-over-year price gains 
and the largest since last 
February.

Regionally, existing-
home sales in the Midwest 
were at an annual level of 
1.08 million in February, 
unchanged from January 
and 4.9 percent above 
February 2014. The medi-
an price in the Midwest 
was $152,900, up 8.8 per-
cent from a year ago.

February housing sales up over January

By JOHN SEEWER
Associated Press

TOLEDO, Ohio — 
Ohio’s latest response to 
the toxic algae in Lake Erie 
that last year contaminated 
one of the state’s largest 
drinking water systems will 
put a stop to practices that 
environmentalists have 
complained about for 
years. 

Now the big question is 
will it make a big difference 
– but the answer won’t 
come for at least several 
years.

That’s because what’s 
causing the algae blooms is 
a complicated mix of prob-
lems that have been blamed 
on farmers, changing 
weather patterns, aging 
wastewater systems, leak-
ing septic tanks and inva-

sive species in the lake.
Backers of legislation 

approved this past week in 
the Ohio Statehouse said 
it’s impossible to predict 
what the end result will be 
from banning farmers in 
northwestern Ohio from 
spreading manure on fro-
zen and rain-soaked fields 
and bringing an end to the 
dumping of dredged sedi-
ment in the lake within five 
years. 

The changes – the first 
made by the legislature 
since a toxin contaminated 
the drinking water for more 
than 400,000 people in 
northwestern Ohio and 
southeastern Michigan last 
August – also include more 
testing of farm field runoff 
and at wastewater plants 
along with a new state co-
ordinator to oversee moni-

toring, treating and testing 
of algae. 

“We know it’s meaning-
ful. But until you tell me 
what the temperatures are, 
what the wind direction is, 
what the rainfall events are 
– it’s impossible to know 
just what kind of impact 
this may have on the lake,” 
said Randy Gardner, a 
state senator from north-
western Ohio. 

While a great deal of the 
phosphorus that feeds the 
algae comes from Ohio, the 
pollutants also enter the 
western end of the lake 
from the Detroit River and 
they come from farm fields 
in neighboring Indiana and 
southern Canada.

“In the end, it’s a multi-
faceted problem,” said 
Ohio Senate President 
Keith Faber. “And until we 

can get our friends in Indi-
ana and Michigan and 
Canada to also address this 
in some of the same ways, 
we’re going to continue to 
have issues. But certainly 
we’re trying to do our 
part.”

Environmental groups, 
who long have been calling 
for tighter regulations on 
manure and the dumping 
of sediment in the lake, say 
Ohio’s new rules are a step 
in the right direction, but 
they think more needs to 
be done.

Adam Rissien, the Ohio 
Environmental Council’s 
director of agricultural and 
water policy, said the state 
only addressed when ma-
nure should be applied to 
the fields and didn’t include 
chemical fertilizers that 
also include phosphorus.

“We’re just dealing with 
timing,” he said. “We’re 
not dealing with how much 
is being put on the ground. 
We will still be seeing more 
nutrients on the ground 
than plants need. That’s 
what we need to stop hap-
pening.” 

The Ohio Phosphorus 
Task Force in 2013 called 
for a 40 percent reduction 
in all forms of phosphorus 
that goes into northwest-
ern Ohio’s rivers and 
streams that flow into Lake 
Erie.

Mike Shriberg, regional 
executive director of the 
National Wildlife Federa-
tion’s Great Lakes Region-
al Center, said the legisla-
tive changes made this past 
week won’t meet that goal.

“Much work remains to 
be done,” he said.

Impact of moves to reduce Erie algae years away
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Lakeshore Public Schools announces that the application period for 
non-resident enrollment as a Schools of Choice student is now open 
for the 2015-2016 School Year. 
 
Grade Level Openings (minimum): 
 

Kdg 6 5th Grade 4 10th Grade 5 
1st Grade 6 6th Grade 5 11th Grade 5 
2nd Grade 6 7th Grade 10 
3rd Grade 6 8th Grade 8 
4th Grade  6 9th Grade  5 
 

Applications must be received by April 24, 2015, and are available at 

http://www.lakeshoreschools.k12.mi.us 
 

For more information call:  269.428.1400 ext. 2900 
Applicants must be residents of a Berrien County school district. 

Lakeshore Public Schools

Schools of Choice Announcement 
2015-2016 School Year
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