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SPORTS
Blackhawks 
easily beat 
Sharks 6-2
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BOYS HIGH SCHOOL SWIMMING

Bridgman’s Saladin wins 500 free state title

By HP STAFF

The Bridgman co-opera-
tive swim team’s Trayton 
Saladin won the 500-yard 
freestyle Division 1 state ti-
tle Saturday.

The junior swam the even 
in 4:30.99, beating out sec-
ond-place fi nisher Rudy 
Aguilar of Birmingham 

Brother Rice 
by a little over 
two seconds.

S a l a d i n 
wins the state 
title a year af-
ter fi nishing 
third in the 
event.

S a l a d i n 
also placed 

10th in the 200 freestyle in 
1:43.08.

“He swam well in the pre-
lims and came back and did 
it again today,” Bridgman 

coach Logan Luhrsen said. 
“He’s had an amazing sea-
son, worked hard and it’s 
paid off.”

His brother, Parker Sala-
din, placed eighth in the 200 
individual medley with a 
time of 1:56.23 and ninth in 
the 100 yard butterfl y in 
51.59 seconds.

Teammate Alex Kilgore 
placed eighth in the 100 
yard backstroke with a time 
of 52.70 seconds.

Bridgman fi nished 13th 
with a total of 58 points.

“All the guys work real 
hard and today showed that 
it pays off,” Luhrsen said.

Dalrymple 2nd in diving
In Division 3, St. Joseph’s 

Brad Dalrymple placed sec-
ond in diving with a score of 
488.55. Dalrymple fi nished 
4.4 points behind state win-
ner Joe Smith of Chelsea.

“I know he was disap-
pointed not to be state 
champ, and it came down 
to the last dive and the oth-
er kid had an incredible dive 

to just get past him,” St. Jo-
seph coach Paul Hirn said. 
“He’s disappointed, but 
we’re proud of the year he’s 
had.”

Ben Ursprung placed 
13th in diving with 353.50 
points.

Andrew Wells placed 
fourth in the 50 yard free-
style with a time of 21.86 
seconds, and 14th in the 100 
yard freestyle. Daniel Abbgy 
fi nished 16th in the 100 free.

Blaine Warmbein placed 
ninth in the 100 yard but-

terfl y with a time of 53.03.
The Bears’ 200 yard med-

ley relay team of Warm-
bein, Wells, Abbgy and 
Hunter Bard placed 13th, 
and the 400 yard freestyle 
relay teams of Abbgy, Wells, 
Warmbein and Ryan 
Faulkner fi nished 15th.

St. Joseph fi nished 12th 
with 61 points.

“It was a very fast, very 
competitive meet,” Hirn 
said. “That being said, I am 
very pleased with how we 
swam.”

SALADIN

Swimmer captures 
state swim title            
by two seconds

Back to nationals
By AUSTIN BORNHEIM
HP Sports Writer

The Lake Michigan Col-
lege women’s basketball 
team feels more prepared 
this time.

Back in the National Ju-
nior College Athletic Asso-
ciation Division 2 national 
championship tournament 
for a fi fth time in the last six 
years, the RedHawks have 
more experience than they 
did last season when they 
fi nished in seventh place.

“Last year we were pretty 
freshmen-laden,” LMC 
coach Jason Cooper said. 
“I think we are a little more 
prepared with how this 
group of sophomores han-
dles pressure and the expe-
rience they have.”

The emergence of Shalay 
Stevens as a viable scoring 
threat over the course of 
the season has given the 
RedHawks (24-8) another 
option along with shooters 
Sabrina Trujillo and Nicole 
Decker.

Stevens, a sophomore, 
was named the NJCAA 
District G MVP for her 
play during LMC’s run to 
the national tournament.

Freshmen Christy Gon-
zalez and Lexi Cano have 
stepped up to add depth to 
the roster.

LMC has four sopho-
mores on the roster, all of 
who saw meaningful min-
utes during last season. 
Cooper has leaned on their 

Don Campbell / HP staff

Lake Michigan College’s Jasmine Love drives past Kalamazoo Valley Community College’s Mal-
lory Sewell during the second half of a Feb. 18 game. LMC will again take part in the NJCAA 
Division 2 national championship tournament this week.

LMC women to 
play Chesapeake 
in opening round 

See REDHAWKS, page C3

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Girls teams prep 
for quarterfinals

By HP STAFF

Three area girls basket-
ball teams have advanced to 
the state quarterfi nals on 
Tuesday.

Here’s a look at their up-
coming games for a chance 
to advance to Michigan 
State University’s Breslin 
Center for the semfi nals on 
Thursday and Friday.

Class B
Benton Harbor 
vs. Flat Rock

Benton Harbor won its 
fi rst regional title since 2009 
with a close 50-47 win over 
Plainwell Thursday night 
and will face Flat Rock (21-
3) in the quarterfi nals at 7 
p.m. Tuesday at Eaton Rap-
ids.

Kalabrya and Kysre Gon-
drezick led the way against 
Plainwell with 38 combined 
points. The sister tandem 
has carried Benton Harbor 
(19-5) this season and will 
need to do the same to keep 
their title hopes alive.

“I’m looking forward to 
see if  we can take the same 
outcome to the next game 
and hopefully make it to 
the Breslin (Center),” Kysre 
Gondrezick said following 
Thursday’s win.

Flat Rock advanced to its 
fi rst quarterfi nals with a 62-
57 win over Chelsea.

The Rams also rely on a 
junior and senior sister pair 
that lead their team in scor-
ing in Morgan and Paige 
Villemure. The two have av-
eraged 13.3 points per game 
and 14.6 points, respective-
ly.

Class C
Brandywine 

vs. Laingsburg
The No. 2 Bobcats (21-1) 

will play top-ranked, unde-
feated Laingsburg at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday at Comstock Park.

Brandywine pushed past 
Calvin Christian 55-42 in 
the regional championship 
on the strength of its 3-point 
shooting. It is Brandywine’s 
fi fth trip to the quarterfi nals 
in the past six seasons, but 
the Bobcats are looking to 
make the semifi nals for just 
the second time during that 
span.

The Bobcats have the 
ability to go inside with 
Brooke Smith and sisters 
Makenna and Michaela 
Hartline, but fi nd most of 
their success from behind 
the arc. Both Hartlines have 
the range to step out and 
shoot 3s to go along with 
guards Emily Erwin and Ja-
leesa Garner.

Laingsburg battled for 
three quarters with Morley-
Stanwood in their regional 
fi nal before outscoring their 
opponent 14-5 in the fi nal 
period. 

Class D

Michigan Lutheran 
vs. Pittsford

Lutheran will play No. 2 
Pittsford at 7 p.m. Tuesday 
at Harper Creek.

The Titans’ balanced at-
tack had led them to the 
quarterfi nals. Lutheran (21-
1) has numerous players 
that can score, and has a 
different leading scorer 
seemingly every night.

“It’s just a matter of 
whose turn it is,” Lutheran 
coach Ron Briney said 
Thursday. “We are able to 
exploit (team’s weaknesses) Nam Y. Huh / AP

Michigan State’s Travis Trice, left, drives on Maryland’s 
Richaud Pack in the second half of Saturday’s game.

Trice, MSU reach 
Big Ten tourney 
final vs. Wisconsin
By ANDREW SELIGMAN
AP Sports Writer

CHICAGO — Tom Izzo 
mentioned Magic Johnson 
and Steve Smith. He credit-
ed the greats from the past 
for setting the tone, plant-

ing the seeds 
for this an-
nual ritual.

M a r c h 
rolls around 
and Michi-
gan State 

kicks into gear. It’s happen-
ing again, folks.

Travis Trice scored 20 
points, Branden Dawson 
added 17 points and eight 
rebounds and Michigan 
State rallied to beat No. 8 

Maryland 62-58 on Satur-
day in the Big Ten semifi -
nals.

The Spartans (23-10) 
trailed by 16 in the fi rst half, 
went on a big run early in 
the second after Izzo lit into 
his team at the break and 
took control in the closing 
minutes.

Izzo’s team will try to 
make it two straight titles 
and three in four years when 
it takes on No. 6 Wisconsin 
today. The Badgers knocked 
off Purdue 71-51 in the oth-
er semifi nal.

“I think because we have 
so many great alums that 
really look at this month 

Michigan St.

62
Maryland

58

See SPARTANS, page C4

Boys regionals
CLASS B

Benton Harbor (17-6)        
vs. Edwardsburg (18-5)

Time: 8 p.m Monday
Place: Comstock
Breakdown: Benton Harbor 

will play Edwardsburg in a 
rematch of last season’s 
regional semifinal. The Tigers 
defeated the Eddies 73-61 
last year en route to the state 
title game. Benton Harbor 
had to rally to beat Buchanan 
in the district championship 
Friday night, but have turned 
it around in the postseason 
after dropping its final two 
regular season games. 
Edwardsburg defeated Stur-
gis, 50-46, in its district title 
game. The Eddies are led by 
Dante Razzano, Isaac Vite 
and Derek Pierce.

CLASS C
New Buffalo (15-7)             

vs. Constantine (21-2)

Time: 7:45 p.m. Monday
Place: Watervliet
Breakdown: The Bison 

have hit their stride after 
some low points this season, 
according to coach Randy 
Mast, but are back in the 
regionals for a second con-
secutive year. Jarek Hotwag-
ner turned in one of his best 
games of the season against 
Cassopolis in the district 
final, posting 19 points and 
21 rebounds. The New Buffa-
lo center will need to contin-
ue playing well for his team 
to get past a tough Constan-
tine team. The Falcons, win-
ners of the Kalamazoo Valley 
Association league title, have 
won nine in a row and 15 of 
their last 16.

CLASS D
Covert (8-4) vs.

 Mendon (12-10)

Time: 7:30 p.m. Monday
Place: Mendon
Breakdown: Covert upset 

Southwestern Athletic Con-
ference champion Lawrence 
(21-2) to keep its season 
going. The Bulldogs enter a 
regional with no clear favor-
ite. Zequarius Jeffries posts 
23 points in the win over the 
Tigers, but the offensive-
minding Bulldogs face a 
Mendon team that held its 
district final opponent to 35 
points.

Benton Harbor, 
Brandywine, 
Michigan Lutheran 
to be in action 
Tuesday night

See BASKETBALL, page C3
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The Sunset Coast Striders/Tri-Avengers, in partnership with St. Joseph Today and the 11th 
Annual Magical Ice Fest in St. Joseph, held the secpnd annual Ice Fest 5k Chocolate Walk/Run 
on Feb. 7. The race had about 270 participants. All race proceeds benefitted Well of Grace Min-
istries, a non-profit organization that seeks to transform physically, emotionally and spiritually 
wounded young women. On March 11the check was delivered to Well of Grace Ministries at 
South Shore Health & Racquet Club in St Joseph, Michigan. Pictured are (from left) Tara Sabo 
(Fitness director South Shore), Leslie Kroeze (Well of Grace Ministries Director), Mary Andres 
(Well of Grace Ministries Executive Director), Trish Wydick (SCS/TA member), Janice Eagle (SCS/
TA Treasurer), Kim Versaw (SCS/TA Member), Kate Krause (SCS/TA member), Jimmy Pantelleria 
(SCS/TA Director), Dee Berry (SCS/TA Vice President) and Jerry Jones (SCS/TA President).

The Lakeshore-St. Joseph Warrior junior varsity team won the West Michigan Tier III JV Hockey 
League title. Front row, left: Tyler Todd and Nicholas Wilford. Middle row, left: Logan Pechtel, 
Dayton Thomsen, Joey Batson, Alec Kusaka, Scott Sohn and Jake Shindeldecker. Top row, left: 
Mike Schwartz, Ben Whitesell, Shea Kent, Ty Shindeldecker, Nate Padla, Will Mccoy, Mason Dir-
lam, Danny O’Neill and Everett Case. Not pictured are coaches Dave Mitchell, Rob Hahn, Doug 
Partridge and Woody Wodarzcki.

HOMETOWN HEROES
The Herald-Palladium will recognize exceptional 

results by local youth and recreational groups. Photos 
must be in focus and every person in the photo must 
be identified for publication. Teams are limited to one 
appearance a season and/or calendar year.

Photos and pertinent information may be emailed 
to sports@TheHP.com, mailed to Sports Desk, The 
Herald-Palladium, 3450 Hollywood Road, St. Joseph, 
MI 49085, or simply dropped off at The HP.

RUNNING FOR CHARITY

experience over the past 
week to get the team’s 
freshmen prepared.

“I had our sophomore 
tell them how you have to 
control the situation and 
not let it control you,” he 
said. “I think the mentor-
ing factor has helped them 
get an understanding.”

The eighth-seeded Red-
Hawks will be tested in 
their first game against No. 
9 seed Chesapeake Com-
munity College (Mary-
land).

The game will start at 9 
p.m. Tuesday at Johnson 
County Community Col-

lege in Overland Park, 
Kansas.

Chesapeake (19-4) pres-
ents a size problem for the 
RedHawks, but Cooper is 
confident if his team exe-
cutes the gameplan they 
should be fine.

“They (Chesapeake) are 
very athletic, very big,” he 
said. “They are top 10 in 
the country in rebounds, 
and are very good at get-
ting to the (free throw) line.

“We need to limit them 
to one shot, not give them 
second shot opportunities. 
We need to be very consis-
tent running the offense 
and stick to our defensive 
principles.”

Guard Daria Simmons 
and post Donae Moguel 

give the Shipjacks a strong 
inside-out game.

Simmons averaged 16.6 
points per game during the 
season while Moguel aver-
ages 14.3 points and 12.2 
rebounds per game to lead 
the Shipjacks, who rank 
sixth in the nation in scor-
ing with 80.3 points per 
game.

“She is a force inside,” 
Cooper said of Moguel. 
“And their guards really 
get to the basket well and 
draw a lot of fouls.”

This is the Shipjacks’ 
fourth consecutive trip to 
the national tournament. 
Their highest finish was 
sixth in 2014.

Contact: abornheim@TheHP.com; 
932-0371; @HPBornheim

REDHAWKS
From page C1

because of our balance and 
the ability of many people 
to step up.”

Hailey Maas was the Ti-
tans’ leader in their region-
al title win over Wyoming 

Tri-unity Christian with 21 
points, but posts Emily 
Witkowski (17 points) and 
Olivia Gallagher (eight 
points) were able to bal-
ance out the floor.

The Titans’ balance will 
be challenged against un-
defeated Pittsford.

The Wildcats are a sound 

defensive team and have a 
balanced offensive attack 
as well.

Pittsford point guard 
Jaycee Burger set the 
school’s single-season as-
sist record by getting her 
150th assist in the team’s 
semifinal win over Hills-
dale Academy.

BASKETBALL
From page C1

LOCAL SPORTS CALENDAR
Benton Harbor-St. Joseph 

YMCA

Adult fitness classes: YMCA 
adult fitness classes can be 
joined at any time. Aerobic 
classes include Step Cardio, 
Tabata Boot Camp, Interval 
Blast, Kickbox Cardio, Dance It 
Out and Zumba. Strength 
classes include Abs and More, 
Body Pump, Body Sculpting 
and Core Challenge. Mind/body 
classes include Barre Trilogy, 
Mind/Body Balance, Pilates, Tai 
Chi and two types of Yoga. 
Older adult classes include 
Zumba Gold, Gentle Yoga and 
Sit & Be Fit. 

Aqua fitness classes: Three 
low intensity and five medium/
high intensity programs are 
offered. Aqua fitness punch 
cards are available, with 10 
punches for $45.

For more information on any 
YMCA programs, go to www.
bhsjymca.org, stop by 3665 
Hollywood Road, or call 428-
9622.

South Shore Health            
& Racquet Club

TRX classes: Tuesdays, 9 
a.m., and Thursdays, 9:45 a.m. 
Punch cards are available, 

which include 10 classes for 
$7 per class.

Pickleball: Open to the pub-
lic Friday and Saturday morn-
ings from 9-11 a.m. Cost is $2 
for members, $6 for non-
members or $10 for non-
member couple. A limited 
number of racquets are avail-
able to borrow.

Water fitness classes: 
Classes offered include Aqua 
Yoga, Maximum Liquid, Body 
Call Back and Senior Splash. 
Punch cards are available 
which include 10 classes at $6 
per class.

For more information or to 
register for any South Shore 
classes, call 429-2101.

First Tee                                
of Benton Harbor

2015 summer program reg-
istration: The First Tee of Ben-
ton Harbor will hold registra-
tion for its summer program on 
the following dates: 10- a.m.-2 
p.m. April 18, April 25 and May 
9. Potential volunteers must 
attend a volunteer orientation 
to assist with First Tee pro-
grams. Sessions will be held 
on the following dates: 5-5:45 
p.m. May 7; 9-9:45 a.m. May 
16; 5-5:45 p.m. May 21; 

9-9:45 a.m. May 30 and 
5-5:45 p.m. June 11. For more 
information, contact Minnie 
Sums at 277-5350 or email 
msims@tftbh.org.

Road races

Spring Stampede: 9 a.m. 
April 4, Sarett Nature Center. 
The 5K run/walk will be held 
on the nature center’s diverse 
nature trails. Cost is $20 
through April 3, $25 on race 
day. Members of the XYZ Trail 
Series, Calumet Striders and 
RACERS Community Race 
Series receive a $2 discount. 
Registration begins at 7:30 
a.m. A kids fun run will begin 
at 8:30 a.m. Cost is $1. Call 
Sarett at 927-4832 for more 
information.

Lory’s Place Run, Walk and 
Rock: May 16, St. Joseph. Cost 
is $15 if registered before 
Marcy 31; $20 between April-
30, $25 between May 1-15, 
and $30 on race day. For more 
information and to register, go 
online to www.lorysplace.org 
or call 983-2707.

The local sports calendar appears 
twice weekly in The Herald-Palladium. 
Submit items for the local sports cal-
endar to sports@TheHP.com or fax to 
429-4392.

NFL has stunning week to 
open its business season
By BARRY WILNER
AP Pro Football Writer

NEW YORK — Maybe 
everyone should have 
known from the way the 
Super Bowl ended that the 
beginning of the NFL’s 
business season would be 
wild. 

Chip Kelly made one 
stunning move after anoth-
er. The normally free-
spending Cowboys let De-
Marco Murray, the league’s 
top offensive player, walk 
— to Kelly and division ri-
val Philadelphia.

Three players retired in 
their primes. The Colts 
loaded up on veterans, a 
clear message they believe 
2015 is their year to make 
super things happen.

Then the Jets brought 
back the two key players 
from their outstanding sec-
ondary under Rex Ryan. 
But wait, Ryan is now in 
Buffalo, remaking the Bills’ 
roster. And the Dolphins 
added Ndamukong Suh. 
All three teams want to 
mount some sort of chal-
lenge to the Patriots.

Things should slow down 
now, although who really 
knows given the frantic na-
ture of this week?

“This is a process that 
goes all the way through 
until the trading deadline 
stops, and (then) there’s no 
moves until the season’s 
over,” says Broncos boss 
John Elway. “It’s a process. 
It just slows down. Now 
you get out of the frenzy of 
everything, and you can get 
back to reality and try to 
find some good football 
players.”

PLAYING ALL HIS 
CHIPS: Giving Kelly the 
keys to the kingdom in 
Philly after he won his pow-
er struggle with GM Howie 
Roseman led to the kind of 
bartering rarely seen in the 
NFL. Kelly fully believes in 
the offensive system he 
brought from Oregon and 
has gone 20-12 in his two 
regular seasons with the 
Eagles. His vision of the 
players he wants is unde-
terred by  cost — QB Sam 
Bradford brings a $16.58 

million cap hit; RB Murray 
will get $42 million over five 
years.

Not only is Kelly chang-
ing the face of his franchise 
by moving around so many 
pieces, he might be altering 
the way teams look at mak-
ing trades. As the salary 
cap continues to rise 
through the remaining six 
years of the labor agree-
ment and all 32 clubs have 
more spending power, bold 
steps (leaps really) could 
become less frightening 
throughout the NFL.

ALL-IN IN INDY: The 
Colts have a budding super-
star quarterback in Andrew 
Luck. They have a strong 
coaching staff led by Chuck 
Pagano and have systemati-
cally rebuilt the roster since 
Peyton Manning left. 

After making the playoffs 
the last three years and ad-
vancing one step further 
each time, they believe a Su-
per Bowl trip is their 2015 
destiny. So GM Ryan Grig-
son has surrounded Luck 
and some of his younger 
regulars with a slew of vet-
erans.

Luck gets a Hall of Fame 
caliber receiver in Andre 
Johnson, and a workhouse 
runner in Frank Gore. Both 
bring solid leadership to the 
clubhouse.

They also brought in 
safety Mike Adams, line-
backer Trent Cole, defen-
sive end Kendall Langford 
and guard Todd Herre-
mans.

OUT OF HERE: With 
all this money being thrown 
around, it was somewhat 
surprising that three players 
nowhere near the end of 
their productive football 
years called it quits. 

Perennial Pro Bowl LB 
Patrick Willis left millions 
on the table in departing the 
49ers after a borderline Hall 
of Fame quality eight pro 
seasons. Steelers free agent 
LB Jason Worilds likely 
would have gotten a very 
nice contract somewhere. 
And Jake Locker’s upside at 
age 26 was enchanting in a 
quarterback-driven sport.

Each of them felt they ei-
ther weren’t healthy enough 

or passionate enough to 
keep going.

HOW ‘BOUT THEM 
NON-SPENDING COW-
BOYS?: Maybe the most 
puzzling approach to free 
agency came out of Dallas. 
Owner Jerry Jones has never 
met a talented, high-priced 
free agent he wasn’t enam-
ored of. Yet, in great part 
due to the clear-headed per-
suasiveness of his son, team 
COO Stephen Jones, the 
Cowboys have been quiet. 
They kept All-Pro WR Dez 
Bryant, their top priority, 
but that deal and previous 
contracts put them in salary 
cap purgatory. Stephen 
Jones seems determined to 
get the Cowboys out of it.

DIVISION RACES: 
With months of free agency 
to come, and the draft on 
April 30-May 2, there are 
plenty of off-field machina-
tions ahead. But so far, it 
appears the three pretend-
ers in the AFC East have 
closed in a bit on New Eng-
land. The balance of power 
in the NFC East might have 
gone with Murray from 
Dallas to Philly.

Green Bay got its most 
important business done by 
keeping WR-KR Randall 
Cobb and still is the NFC 
North power. No team in 
the NFC South particularly 
stepped up.

Seattle, winner of the last 
two conference crowns and 
1-1 in Super Bowls, should 
be even stronger on offense 
with the addition of star TE 
Jimmy Graham and the re-
tention of RB Marshawn 
Lynch. The rough NFC 
West remains the Seahawks’ 
kingdom.

Kansas City could actu-
ally have a receiver who can 
score touchdowns in Jere-
my Maclin, and it held on 
to sackmaster LB Justin 
Houston. Still, it doesn’t 
look like anyone in the 
AFC West made big strides 
to catch Denver.

Same in the AFC South, 
with Houston far in Indy’s 
review mirror. The most 
impactful move in the AFC 
North could be RB Justin 
Forsett returning to Balti-
more.

ANALYSIS

NCAA bubble watch: Teams start to slide off as tourneys wind down
By JIM O’CONNELL
AP Basketball Writer

When the field of 68 is finally 
revealed Sunday evening it means 
the phrase “bubble watch” goes 
on its trip to the land of jargon 
until next February when it again 
will be around as the regular sea-
son starts to come to a close.

This year’s bubble bunch took a 
hit Saturday when Wyoming beat 
San Diego State 45-43 in the 
Mountain West Conference Tour-
nament championship game. The 
Cowboys have an RPI around 80, 

not good enough to get in as an 
at-large, and San Diego State, 
with an RPI around 25, will still 
get in despite the loss.

“We’ve been so close before, 
just seeing it slip right from our 
fingertips,” Wyoming senior Lar-
ry Nance Jr. said. “To know that 
this is ours, and there’s nothing 
anybody can do to take that away 
from us, like I said, it’s everything 
we imagined and more.”

That means one of the teams 
that have been declared bubble 
teams over the past two weeks 
will get bumped. Oklahoma State, 

Purdue, Indiana, Mississippi and 
LSU are all power conference 
teams with RPIs from 48-54 and 
they will all have a rough Satur-
day wondering if  their resume is 
good enough to get them in the 
tournament.

“I do think we’re in the tourna-
ment,” Purdue coach Matt Paint-
er said after the Boilermakers’ 
loss to Wisconsin on Saturday in 
the Big Ten semifinals. “We’ve 
had 13 Big Ten wins, and I do feel 
we’re in the tournament.  But we 
had to overcome some things.  
There’s no doubt the way we 

played nonconference we had to 
go get — I said it when we walked 
out of non-conference.  I just said, 
we’ve got to get 13 Big Ten wins 
in some way, counting the Big Ten 
Tournament, however you want 
to accumulate it, we’ve got to get 
to 13, and we were able to do 
that.”

The teams on the bracket fence 
dodged a bullet Saturday when 
Rhode Island lost to Dayton in 
the Atlantic 10 semifinals. 

A win by the Rams, who have 
an RPI around 55, would have 
kept them alive for an automatic 

bid if  they could have beaten 
VCU in Sunday’s championship 
game.

WHO’S NO. 1?: The losses Fri-
day in the Atlantic Coast Tourna-
ment semifinals by Virginia and 
Duke started a lot of talk about 
the teams being No. 1 seeds. 

In the past it always seems the 
Tournament Selection Commit-
tee has made its mind up about 
the top seeds when their work first 
starts at midweek rather than wait 
until the final day when most of 
the housekeeping around the 
bracket is taken care of.


