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Forensic Psychiatry, said 
she interviewed Eliason last 
April and reviewed evidence 
from the criminal case and 
interviewed mental health 
professionals and reviewed 
Eliason’s prison record.

She said Eliason can be 
rehabilitated, and he does 
not meet the diagnostic cri-
teria for being a psycho-
path. She said Eliason has 
earned his GED and tutors 
other inmates.

“He’s more of a follower. 
He’s not predatory,” she 
said. “I did not see a lack of 
remorse or guilt in my in-
teractions with him. He was 
not super emotional, but 
the emotions he did express 
were heartfelt. 

“It was not my impres-
sion that he had a lack of 
empathy. He’s always ac-
cepted responsibility for his 
behavior and crime.”

She said Eliason does not 
fall into the rare situation 
of being someone with “ir-
reparable corruption” as 
defined by the 2012 U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling. 

“My opinion is that life 
without parole is not ap-
propriate for him,” she 
said.

Berrien County Prosecu-
tor Michael Sepic ques-
tioned Holden’s conclu-
sions.

He said Holden’s claim 
that Eliason was less emo-
tionally mature than most 
14 year olds clashes with 
school records, which show 
no problems after elemen-
tary school.

He said Eliason’s prison 
behavior improved only af-
ter the Supreme Court took 
up the juvenile sentencing 
issue.

Sepic said no one can 

predict Eliason’s chances 
for rehabilitation because 
no one knows why he killed 
his step-grandfather, and 
that the murder might have 
been the first sign of psy-
chopathic behavior. 

“With a lot of murders, 
you can reach the conclu-
sion of why, but if  we can’t 
understand why, how can 
we make any estimate about 
rehabilitation?” he asked. 
“If we do all these things 
(rehabilitation), are we 
keeping our fingers crossed 
that it won’t happen 
again?”

Holden said Eliason is 
bewildered as to why he 
killed Miles. She said Elia-
son has taken steps to 
straighten out his behavior 
and recognize what’s hap-
pening to him internally 
when he gets angry.

Steve Eliason testified 
about his son’s childhood 
and the impact of being 

abandoned by his mother. 
He said his own anger prob-
lems hurt Dakotah. He said 
he would often drink and 
smoke marijuana in front 
of his children and would 
verbally and physically 
abuse his son for minor in-
fractions. 

Steve Eliason said he’s 
since been diagnosed with 
bipolar disorder and is get-
ting treatment, and he has a 
better relationship with his 
son.

Eliason’s cousin, Dylan, 
who is Dakotah’s age and 
grew up with him, testified 
for the prosecution. Dylan 
said he felt that his cousin’s 
affectionate behavior to-
ward others was genuine at 
the time, but he now looks 
back and wonders if  Dako-
tah was acting phony. 

“After he murdered my 
grandfather, it showed me 
who he really was,” Dylan 
said.
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Berrien deputies gain livesaving awards
By SCOTT AIKEN
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Two Ber-
rien County sheriff’s depu-
ties were honored Thursday 
for risking their lives to save 
those of others.

Deputy Marcelo Perez 
and Sgt. Shawn Yech were 
presented their depart-
ment’s Life Saving Award 
during a meeting of the 
county Board of Commis-
sioners.

Perez pulled a homeown-
er from a burning house in 

Three Oaks Township and 
Yech rescued a boy who had 
fallen through ice on a pond 
in Weesaw Township in Jan-
uary.

Undersheriff Charles 
Heit read the citations ac-
companying the awards.

Perez responded to a 
house fire May 16 and en-
tered the structure with fire-
fighters to find the home-
owner, who was unable to 
escape because of physical 
limitations.

Flames were visible from 
the roadway as the rescuers 

entered the house, and while 
searching, Perez heard a 
thud, then found the home-
owner near a wheelchair.

Perez pulled the man out 
of the house where para-
medics gave treatment and 
transported him to a hospi-
tal.

The victim died several 
days later.

Yech, who was recently 
promoted to sergeant and is 
the department’s Deputy of 
the Year, was cited for  pull-
ing 13-year-old Andrew 
Seils from an icy pond near 

his home on Jan. 2.
Andrew was playing on 

the pond off Glendora 
Road with friends when he 
fell through the ice.

Yech responded to a call 
and on arrival, was told by 
the boy’s family that they 
could not reach him from 
shore.

Yech took off most of his 
uniform and grabbed an ex-
tension cord the family had 
tried to use as a lifeline. He 
then slid out on the ice.

After several attempts 
Yech tossed the end of the 

cord to Andrew who was 
able to wrap it around his 
body.

With the other end of the 
cord tied to his leg, Yech 
crawled farther onto the ice 
and pulled the boy to shore.

Andrew, who attended 
the presentation with his 
family, was treated for hy-
perthermia and has recov-
ered.

The sheriff’s department 
and county board also rec-
ognized Jim and Judy Cassi-
dy, who were instrumental 
in forming and operating 

the sheriff’s Victim Services 
Unit. They are retiring.

The unit was set up in 
2009 to help victims, their 
families and others after car 
crashes, fire, crimes or other 
trauma.

In addition to crisis inter-
vention services, the unit 
provides informational 
packets and other help. 
With about 22 members, 
the unit assisted 589 people 
in 2014.

Contact: saiken@TheHP.com. (269) 
932-0358.   Twitter: @HPAiken

IN BRIEF
Cause unknown for 
sailboat sinking

NEW BUFFALO — 
The cause of a fire that 
led to a sailboat sinking in 
a New Buffalo marina re-
mains unknown, city po-
lice said Thursday.

The vessel sank Mon-
day night at The Moor-
ings along Marquette 
Drive. A patrolling police 
officer discovered the 
blaze. 

A sailboat tied next to 
the sunken vessel sus-
tained fire damage.

The owner of the sunk-
en boat is Kenneth Bro-
mesnschenkel of Naper-
ville, Ill. The other boat is 
owned by Craig Burkhal-
ter of Pekin, Ill.

Work slated for EC 
High School gym 
floor

EAU CLAIRE — The 
Eau Claire High School 
gym floor will be refur-
bished after action this 
week by the school 
board.

Board members ap-
proved a bid from Floor 
Care Concepts for about 
$26,700 to refurbish and 
refinish the gym floor. Su-
perintendent Kevin Wal-
ters said it’s been at least 
10 years since any work 
was done on the gym 
floor.

Walters said part of the 
work will involve repair-
ing the south end, which 
had been damaged a few 
years ago by water leaks. 
He said the work will start 

after school lets out in 
June and should be com-
pleted by Aug. 1.

Board members hired 
Amy Knapp as softball 
coach, replacing longtime 
coach Earl Dohm, who 
retired this year. She was 
a student athlete at Lake-
shore High School and 
played softball at the Uni-
versity of Michigan.

LMC open house  
slated for March 21 

BENTON HARBOR 
— Lake Michigan Col-
lege will have an open 
house on the Napier Ave-
nue campus from 11 a.m.-
1 p.m. Saturday, March 
21.

Prospective students 
and their families can talk 
with faculty and advisers 
about LMC’s programs. 
Information will also be 
available about LMC’s 
accredited health care ca-
reer programs, the Great 
Lakes Wine Institute, and 
the Bachelor of Applied 
Science in energy produc-
tion and distribution 
management, the college’s 
first baccalaureate degree 
program.

Campus tours will be at 
11:15 a.m., 11:45 a.m. and 
12:30 p.m., with a presen-
tation about Beckwith 
Hall, LMC’s new resi-
dence hall, at noon. 

Online registration is 
encouraged at lakemichi-
gancollege.edu/open-
house. Call 927-8626 or 
email admissions@lake-
michigancollege.edu for 
more information.

House lived in by Gen. Grant to be moved 
DETROIT (AP) — A 

house that historians say Ul-
ysses S. Grant lived in dur-
ing his time in Detroit is ex-
pected to be moved across 
the city this summer — and 
it won’t be its first move.

The house was built in 
1837 and for several decades 
was open to the public as an 
attraction during the annual 
Michigan State Fair, the De-
troit Free Press reported. 
The state-sponsored fair in 
Detroit shut down after 2009 
and the fairgrounds are be-
ing redeveloped.

Sandra Clark, director of 
the Michigan Historical 
Center, which is taking the 
lead for the state on the 
home’s relocation, said the 
house will stay in Detroit. 
An exact location for the 
house is under discussion, 
but it could be moved near 
to Eastern Market. 

“Today, we’re thinking 
differently about historical 
homes and what’s the best 
use for them,” Clark said. 
The idea is to make “them 
an active educational tool 
for the school and the pub-
lic, an interactive way to 
learn about the history of 
Detroit. ... We want to put 
history to work, if you 
will.”

The house originally stood 
near downtown Detroit, 
where Lafayette Park cur-
rently is located, and when it 
was threatened by demoli-
tion it was moved to the fair-
grounds and presented to 
the state in 1936. It was 
moved again in 1958, within 
the fairgrounds.

Grant, who went on to be-

come the Union commander 
and a U.S. president, was an 
Army officer when he lived 
in Detroit. Grant and his 
wife lived in the house from 
April 1849 through May 
1850, according to Kimberly 
Johnson, a Michigan His-
toric Commission member 

who has researched the 
Grants’ time in Detroit.

Another house that the 
Grants lived in was demol-
ished.

The state has been in talks 
about moving the house to 
the Detroit Edison Public 
School Academy’s campus, 

but it’s not quite a done deal. 
Representatives of the state, 
the school and architects on 
the project met on Wednes-
day to continue discussions.

A $222,000 grant has been 
secured to pay for the relo-
cation and stabilization of 
the house.

Mandi Wright / Detroit Free Press

Historians say Ulysses S. Grant lived in this house during his time in Detroit in 1849-50.  The 
house is expected to be moved across the city this summer,  and it won’t be its first move. It was 
built in 1837 and for several decades was open to the public as an attraction during the annual 
Michigan State Fair. 
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