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By HP STAFF

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Berrien County resi-
dents have an opportunity 
to get some spring cleaning 
help at the Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle Day scheduled for 
April 8 at Lake Michigan 
College.

Sponsored by Berrien 
County, the one-stop 
drop-off   accepts a wide 
range of  material for recy-
cling or proper disposal, 
including household haz-
ardous waste and electron-
ics.

The event is 3-7 p.m. in 
the parking at in front of 
the Mendel Center at 
LMC’s Napier Avenue 
campus.

Jill Adams, environmen-
tal property manager for 
the county, said the county 
parks department is work-
ing with LMC to hold the 
event, now in its sixth year.

Accepted materials in-
clude electronics – anything 
with a cord or battery – ap-
pliances that contain Fre-
on, household hazardous 
waste, home medical waste, 
magazines, books, hard 
foam or polystyrene, shoes, 
eyeglasses, bicycles and 
personal documents for 
on-site shredding.

Latex paint will not be 
accepted. 

For the first time this 
year the recycling even will 
accept clean plastic grocery 
bags.

The event is open to 
county residents only and 
not businesses.

LMC students, staff and 
community volunteers will 
be on hand to unload ma-
terial from participants’ ve-
hicles, said Pam McVay, 
Director of Student Life at 
LMC’s Napier Avenue 
campus.

A hazardous waste fee of 
$5 will be charged for each 
CRT computer monitor 
and $10 for each CRT tele-
vision. Payments must be 
made by cash or check.

All other material is ac-
cepted without cost and 
money donations will be 
accepted.

Area vendors who are 
donating services for the 

event are Green Earth
Electronics Recycling, 

St. Joseph; Mosaic Resale 
Shop & Resource Center, 
Benton Harbor; Republic 
Services, Stevensville; Cy-
cle-Re-Cycle, Benton Har-
bor; Kent Record Man-
agement Inc., Benton 
Harbor; Southeast Berrien 
County Landfill Recycle 
Center, Buchanan; Lions 
Club; Trinity Lutheran 
Community Outreach 
Ministry, St. Joseph; and 
Berrien County Road 
Commission.

More information can be 
obtained at the county web-
site, www.berriencounty.
org/recycle, or by calling 
Adams at 983-7111 exten-
sion 8234.

Each week, The Herald-Palladium publishes photos and infor-
mation about people from the area who are wanted on out-
standing warrants for various alleged felonies. Listed below are 
the name, last known community of residence and charges for 
each of the suspects.The Berrien County Sheriff’s Department 
and Crime Stoppers are providing the information.

WANTED IN SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN

Eric Jackson

Eric Darnell Jackson (Ben-
ton Harbor): Unlawful use of a 
motor vehicle.

Michael Exom

Michael Jerome Exom III 
(Niles): Assault with intent to mur-
der, weapons felony firearms.

Keane Engelberg

Keane Garrett Engelberg 
(Niles): Sex offender fail to 
register (2 counts).

Rodney Johnson

Rodney Lee Johnson (Ben-
ton Harbor): Tampering with an 
elctronic monitoring devices.

Crime Stoppers will pay $100 for information that leads to the arrest of any of 
these people. Callers don’t need to leave a name but will be assigned a code num-
ber. Call 1-800-342-STOP or 288-STOP. This information comes from Crime Stop-
pers and the Berrien County Sheriff’s Department. All warrants must be reconfirmed 
before an arrest. To comment on the accuracy of this information, call 269-983-
7141, ext. 4711.

Recycling event April 8 at LMC

HP file photo

Volunteers organize unwanted appliances, electronics and household hazardous waste, dropped off by county residents April 
9, 2014, during the fifth annual Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Day at Lake Michigan College in Benton Township. This year’s edition 
will be April 8 at LMC.

By ROD SMITH
H-P Correspondent

PAW PAW — Cass Coun-
ty is making an offer that 
could save Van Buren Coun-
ty taxpayers hundreds of 
thousands of dollars.

Bernie Williamson, chair-
man of the Cass County 
Board of Commissioners, 
wrote Van Buren County to 
invite it into its construction 
code library. The state Con-
struction Code Commission 
has decided that every town-
ship, village, city and county 
must have its own construc-
tion code library at a cost of 
$30,000 each.

Cass commissioners elect-
ed to establish one library at 
the Cass District Library in 
Cassopolis for all the local 
municipalities.

“Upon further thought,” 
Williamson wrote in the let-
ter, “we realized we could 
conveniently extend access 
to our neighboring counties 
so that those without in-
county access, or those who 
might find it more conve-
nient to use our library, can 

access materials, fulfill the 
requirement and further re-
duce costs.”

Van Buren’s county board 
chairman, Richard Godfrey, 
said it’s an invitation to con-
sider.

“They’re making it a 
countywide deal for several 
counties,” he told fellow 
commissioners at their meet-
ing Tuesday.

Commissioner Don Han-
son said that the state wants 
each township to buy its 
own books.

“That’s sort of crazy,” 
Hanson said. “The town-
ships can’t afford to buy the 
books.”

There are 18 townships, 
four cities and seven villages 
in Van Buren County. If  
each, plus the county, 
bought its own set of code 
books for $30,000 each, the 
cost to taxpayers would be 
$900,000.

However, it probably 
wouldn’t come to that much, 
County Administrator 
Douglas Cultra said, be-
cause many townships hire a 
code enforcement company 

that produces its own set of 
code books.

However, Hanson said 
some inspectors could ask 
their townships to buy the 
books. 

“You’ve got to have the 
books that he can look at 
within an hour,” Hanson 
said.

A trip to Cassopolis 
would fall within that hour, 
making the proposed Cass 
arrangement possible for in-
spectors or a resident ques-
tioning the inspector’s deci-
sion.

The books can’t be looked 
up online, Godfrey said, be-
cause they’re copyrighted.

“Another unfunded man-
date,” Godfrey said about 
the state requirement.

Williamson’s letter asks 
that each participating mu-
nicipality chip in an equal 
portion of the $30,000 cost. 
The contribution is for ac-
cess during library hours 
and after hours. 

The deadline to partici-
pate is April 30.

Commissioners agreed to 
forward copies of William-

son’s letter to all municipali-
ties.

In other matters, Jeffery 
Elliott, administrator of the 
Van Buren/Cass District 
Health Department, an-
nounced the department is 
getting state and national 
recognition.

The National Association 
of County and City Health 
Officials, based in Atlanta, 
will award Project Public 
Health Ready recognition 
to Van Buren/Cass.

Elliott said he was proud 
of it.

VB/Cass was one of 23 
county health departments 
in the country to get the 
award, Elliott said.

The NACCHO website 
said the program assesses 
local health departments in 
their capacity to plan for, 
respond to and recover 
from public health emer-
gencies.

The Michigan Public 
Health Week Partnership 
will honor the same achieve-
ment with its Jean Chabut 
Health Policy Champion 
Award for 2015.

Cass seeks VB partner in code book mandate

advisor for Key Club at 
Lakeshore High School, 
one of  four supported by 
the St. Joseph-Benton 
Harbor Kiwanis Club 
along with Benton Har-
bor and Lake Michigan 
Catholic high schools.

“It’s one of  the best 
things Kiwanis does,” said 
Bill Hanley, a co-advisor 
to the St. Joseph High 
Key Club.

The Lakeshore club has 
145 members and partici-
pates in 40 community 
service projects a year, 
Kelly said.

The St. Joseph High 
Key Club has 137 mem-
bers, said faculty advisor 
Lauri Berry.

Felicia Smith is reviving 
the Key Club at Benton 
Harbor High after the 
previous advisor retired. 
She wants to give students 
the same opportunities to 
serve the community that 
she had as a Key Club 

member.
Benton Harbor student 

Luis Benitez joined be-
cause his friends are Key 
Club members, and he at-
tended the statewide con-
vention this month where 
Harikrishnan was elected 
governor.

Harikrishnan said she 
campaigned on a plat-
form of  improving com-
munication between clubs 
and raising awareness of 
Key Club.

Audrey Salesberry, the 
St. Joseph/Benton Har-
bor Kiwanis Youth Ser-
vices chairwoman, said 
Harikrishnan was select-
ed by the 400 delegates 
because of  her maturity 
and leadership skills.

“She’s genuine,” Berry 
said. “Her heart’s in the 
right place.”

Harikrishnan isn’t the 
first local student to take 
on the governor’s role. St. 
Joseph student Audrey 
Drotos served as gover-
nor in 2012-15, and Lake-
shore also had a Key Club 
member elected.

The clubs get together 
to work on different proj-
ects, including road 
cleanups. The St. Joseph 
kids pitch in to keep Li-
ons Beach litter-free.

The St. Joseph group 
recently staged a senior 
prom for the residents of 
The Whitcomb, 
Harikrishnan said. The 
Lakeshore club raised 
funds and held a fun day 
carnival for students of 
Berrien RESA.

Key Club, like Kiwanis, 
is international and has 
global goals. Students 
contribute to Project 
Eliminate, with the aim 
of  wiping out maternal 
and neonatal tetanus.

The St. Joseph club 
raised money for school 
tuitions for children and 
adults in Nicaragua.

Harikrishnan plans to 
attend the Key Club con-
vention in Indianapolis 
in June, with participants 
from across the United 
States, Canada and the 
Caribbean.

The Kiwanis Club paid 

for 30 students to attend 
the state convention, at 
about $200 each.

The first Key Club was 
founded in California in 
1925 and has grown to 
include 5,000 clubs with 
250,000 members in more 
than 30 countries.

Kiwanis International 
is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary this year.

Salesberry, who also is 
a Benton Harbor Key 
Club advisor and Michi-
gan District Key Club 
zone advisor, said that 
parents can become in-
volved in the same proj-
ects as their kids by join-
ing the local Kiwanis 
Club, which meets at 
noon Tuesdays at the 
Heritage Center in St. Jo-
seph. For information 
visit sjkiwanis.org.

Upton Middle School 
in St. Joseph sponsors 
the Builders Club, which 
prepares students for 
participation in Key 
Club.

Contact: jmatuszak@theHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

KEY CLUBS
From page B1

But because the original 
development was allowed 
to have up to 56 houses, the 
township is giving Dockerty 
the flexibility to have more 
than 26 condos. For more 
than 26, he’d have to submit 
an amended site plan for 
township approval, said 
Township Zoning Adminis-
trator Cheryl VanDrasek.

While Tuscany Hills won’t 
technically be a senior liv-
ing development, Dockerty 
said he plans to market the 
condos to clients “55 and 

over.” He thinks some peo-
ple may live at Tuscany Hills 
before making the transi-
tion to Woodland Terrace 
next door, he said.

The clubhouse would be 
built after eight or more 
condos are built, but before 
the 24th unit is built. The 
planners further stipulated 
that the project must begin 
within a year and be com-
pleted within five years, but 
Dockerty could seek exten-
sions.

The Township Board will 
consider the planners’ rec-
ommendation next month.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

TUSCANY
From page B1

Dr. Johnson to speak  
in Benton Harbor

BENTON HARBOR — 
Dr. Umar Johnson, billed as 
the Prince of Pan-Afrikan-
ism, will speak at 6 p.m. 
April 9 at Crystal Star Cen-
ter, 1134 S. Crystal Ave., 
Benton Harbor.

He is raising funds to 
build a national leadership 
academy for black boys. 
Cost is $15. Tickets can be 
purchased through Prin-
ceofPanAfrikanism.Event-
brite.com.

A school psychologist in 
Pennsylvania, he will dis-
cuss the impact of special 
education on black boys, 
the relationship between 
black power and the black 
dollar, police terrorism 
against black boys and the 
multi-cultural illusion of in-
clusion trap. He will also 
discuss the organizing of 
the Benton Harbor Chapter 

of the National Black Par-
ents Association.

For more information, 
call 734-845-4173 or email 
Tia Stevens at tia_stevens@
yahoo.com.

West Michigan woman 
convicted in bacon-less 
burger shooting

GRAND RAPIDS (AP) 
— A western Michigan 
woman has been convicted 
on weapons charges for 
shooting at a McDonald’s 
restaurant after workers 
twice failed to put bacon on 
her burgers.

Authorities say 30-year-
old Shaneka Torres became 
angry in February 2014 
when the first burger she or-
dered at the restaurant’s 
drive-up station was missing 
bacon. She was offered a 
free meal, but bacon also 
wasn’t added to a second 
burger order.

IN BRIEF

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

COLOMA — The Colo-
ma Township Board will 
hold a special meeting 
Monday night to approve a 
grant application for im-
provements to the Washing-
ton Elementary School 
property.

Coloma schools plans to 
sell the property to the 
township for a nominal fee. 
The meeting will be at 7 
p.m.

The board will further 
hold a public hearing on the 
new fiscal year budget, and 
then adopt the budget.

The board will consider 
authorizing township 
staff  to apply for a grant 
from the state Depart-
ment of  Natural Resourc-
es to fund 75 percent of 
the costs of  site improve-
ments.

Proposed upgrades in-
clude improving the park-
ing lot, and developing one 
or more pickleball courts, 
said consultant Rob Pier-
son of Midwest Civil Engi-
neers, South Haven. Pickle-
ball is a variation on tennis.

As of Wednesday, Pier-
son did not have the dollar 
amount of the project and 
grant, but that will be ready 
by the special meeting, he 
said.

Township officials said 
earlier they plan to have the 
school building demolished 
and keep the surrounding 
recreational fields for com-
munity use. 

The school district closed 
the school at the end of the 
2013-14 school year. A dis-
trict bond issue allowed the 
district to close the school, 
which was the oldest school 
in the district.

The new township budget 
must be adopted prior to 
the start of the new fiscal 
year on April 1.

Budget figures were not 
available Wednesday.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Going for the cash
Coloma Twp. to  
seek grants for 
improvements at  
former school site

COLOMA TWP.


