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By HP STAFF

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Lake Michigan College 
will soon seek its next presi-
dent with the current one 
planning to retire Dec. 31.

President Robert Harri-
son made the announce-
ment Thursday during a 
meeting with staff and fac-
ulty, the college reported 
Tuesday.

“Dr. Harrison guided the 
college through a turbulent 
time and has put us on a 

positive path 
to serve the 
needs of the 
r e g i o n , ” 
board Chair-
woman Mary 
Jo Tomasini 
said in the 
press release. 
“Under his 
calm and 
steady leadership, the col-
lege has experienced out-
standing growth in commu-
nities served, services 
offered, and programs de-

veloped. He understands 
the region’s challenges and 
strengths and truly cares 
about the people within it.”

The board hired Harrison 
in 2009 after it pushed out 
Randall Miller with a con-
troversial severance pack-
age.

In his nearly six years, 
Harrison has overseen con-
struction of the college’s 
first on-campus housing, a 
new student activity center 
on the Napier Avenue cam-
pus, and the renovation of 

science and health program 
classrooms.

In addition, the college 
launched its first bachelor’s 
degree program in energy 
production and added an 
associate of applied science 
in enology and viticulture – 
the science of wine making 
and the production and 
study of grapes.

“Lake Michigan College 
is an important key, maybe 
the most important key to 
helping the regional econo-
my grow,” Harrison said in 

the press release. “I have 
complete confidence in the 
leadership team, the board, 
the president’s cabinet, fac-
ulty, and staff. Each person 
brings a unique set of skills 
to the table and as a whole, 
they function well togeth-
er.”

During the next ten 
months, he work will con-
tinue on the development of 
a new technology center, a 
new facility for the Great 
Lakes Wine Institute and a 
forthcoming capital outlay 

project to make improve-
ments to the Napier Avenue 
instructional building.

Mathematics instructor 
Jim Larson said Harrison 
put LMC back on track af-
ter the Miller years.

“Communication and 
collaboration has improved 
tremendously between the 
faculty, the (administration) 
cabinet and the community 
as a whole,” said Larson, 
who joined LMC in 2001. 
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SJ library needs 
a long-term plan, 
director urges
By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — St. Jo-
seph officials are consid-
ering about $1 million in 
major projects every year 
for the next four years, a 
“wish list” covering ev-
erything from repairs at 
parks to new equipment 
for the ice arena.

What isn’t included un-
der the capital improve-
ments budget is ongoing 
maintenance for the li-
brary, which is responsi-
ble for funding its own 
repairs.

The library has been 
hit with some recent big-
ticket items, and it needs 
to have its 15-year-old 
carpet replaced.

At a discussion Mon-
day on capital improve-
ments projections, library 
Director Stephanie Ma-
sin made a plea for more 
long-range planning for 
her institution.

Masin told commis-
sioners that 150,000 pa-
trons walk through the 
library doors every year, 
showing its popularity 
and adding to the wear 
and tear on the carpet.

“It’s getting worse and 
worse,” said Masin, who 
estimated that replacing 
the carpet will cost 
$86,000. Commercial 
carpet has an expected 
life span of  10 years.

The library does not 
fall under the city’s capi-
tal improvements budget. 
The library raises funds 
for its capital improve-
ments through donations, 
and pays for routine 
maintenance out of  its 

operating budget, Masin 
said.

A recent fundraising 
campaign for the carpet 
replacement netted 
$6,500. On March 25, 
Silver Beach Pizza will 
donate 10 percent of  its 
sales to the library.

Reached after the meet-
ing, Masin said that pay-
ing for library repairs is 
“convoluted” because of 
state laws that dictated 
how the library was 
formed.

A contract with St. Jo-
seph Township, which 
provides about $175,000 
a year from its library 
millage, further compli-
cates the picture, she 
said.

Taxes cover about 65 
percent of  the library’s 
budget. St. Joseph resi-
dents pay 0.68 mills, 
which brings in $292,786 
a year. Penal fines, from 
tickets issued by state po-
lice, account for 25 per-
cent of  the library’s bud-
get.

The remainder is split 
between donations and 
fees and fines, Masin 
said.

The receipts from the 
annual fundraising ap-
peal go into the capital 
improvements budget, 
Masin said.

“That’s no way to fund 
capital improvements,” 
she said.

Masin said she has 
looked into grants for 
some projects, but the li-
brary didn’t qualify.

One option for funding 
repairs, favored by City 

Don Campbell / HP staff

The Maud Preston Palenske Memorial Library in St. Joseph, 
pictured Tuesday, is more popular than the carpets can handle. 
City and library officials are pondering ways to pay to replace 
its worn flooring. 

Robo call
By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Michigan has been known as the 
home of Motown and the Motor City, 
but soon it might be known as the Ro-
bo-state.

That’s “robo” for robots, like those 

that will be competing in FIRST Ro-
botics competitions all over Michigan, 
including in St. Joseph March 20-21.

Michigan has more FIRST (For In-
spiration and Recognition of Science 
and Technology) Robotics teams than 

HARRISON

See LIBRARY, page A8

Long prison terms in VB child abuse case

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

SOUTH HAVEN — A 
Geneva Township woman 
and her son, charged with 
first-degree child abuse of an 
11-year-old boy, are headed 
to prison for up to 15 years.

Van Buren County Circuit 
Court Judge Kathleen Brick-

ley has sentenced Peggy and 
Randall Hamilton, ages 46 
and 28, respectively, on the 
charges.

They had been further 
charged with torturing the 
boy, who was the son of 
Randall Hamilton’s girl-
friend. But the charge was 
dropped in a plea deal.

Under the deal, they 
pleaded no contest to the 
child abuse charge – and 
both avoided the possible 
maximum sentence of life in 
prison. A trial had been 
ready to begin Jan. 21.

Brickley on Monday sen-
tenced Randall Hamilton to 
81 months to 15 years in 
prison. His mother was sen-
tenced to 45 months to 15 
years.

The Hamiltons were 
charged after the boy ran 
away from home in August 
2014 and told a sheriff’s dep-
uty he had been physically 
abused by his mother’s boy-
friend.

The boy was seen walking 
along County Road 380 at 
2:30 a.m., and passersby 
called police. The boy was 

treated for serious injuries, 
and police arrested the Ham-
iltons. Meanwhile, Childrens’ 
Protective Services were con-
tacted and removed the boy 
and his younger brother, 2, 
from the home.

A police investigation de-
termined the Hamiltons had 
kept the boy confined for 
long periods with aluminum 
plumber’s stripping that was 
nailed to the floor. He was 
malnourished when he was 
found, police said.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Harrison stepping down as LMC president

See LMC, page A8

Geneva Township 
residents accused  
of torturing boy, 11

FIRST Robotics growing in Michigan, locally

Photos by Stephen L. Brundage / H-P correspondent

TOP: Students and mentors from St. Joseph High School Average Joes Robotics Team make adjustments to the circuitry of Joe-
bot 5.0 during a practice session at the high school. BELOW: Members of the Average Joes Robotics Team practice threading 
a foam noodle through the top of a trash container with Joe-bot 5.0. The robot is then supposed to put the container on top of 
the plastic boxes and shuttle the load to another area.

See ROBO, page A8
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .40º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .24º
Record High . . . . . . 75º in 1974
Record Low . . . . . . . 2º in 2003
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.05"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 0.12"
Normal month to date. . . . 0.18"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 7.08"
Normal year to date . . . . . 4.18"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:14 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:39 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:56 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:31 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see mostly cloudy 
skies with a slight chance of snow, 
high temperature of 19º, humidity 
of 67%. West wind 10 to 15 mph. 
Expect mostly cloudy skies tonight 
with a 50% chance of snow, 
overnight low of 7º. Northwest 
wind 10 to 15 mph. 

Today, west winds to 30 kt. Freezing spray. Slight chance of 
snow showers. Waves 5 to 8 ft occasionally to 10 ft. Water 
temperature 32 degrees. 

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Thursday

Snow Possible
16º / 3º

Friday

Mostly Sunny
26º / 22º

Saturday

Partly Cloudy
35º / 20º

Sunday

Partly Cloudy
35º / 25º

Today

Mostly Cloudy
19º

Tonight

Snow Possible
7º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy today with isolated snow, highs 
near zero. Northwest wind 15 mph. Expect mostly sunny to partly 
cloudy skies Thursday with isolated snow, highs in the teens.

Today we will see partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated snow, 
highs in the low 20s. West wind 9 to 11 mph. Skies will remain 
partly cloudy to cloudy Thursday with highs in the teens.

Can tornadoes rotate in the 
wrong direction? ?

Answer: Some tornadoes rotate 
clockwise, opposite of the normal 
rotation.

Full
3/5

Last
3/13

New
3/20

First
3/27

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 45
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for March 4, 2015
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1990

Peoples State Bank will close 
three offices of  the former Peo-
ples Savings Association effec-
tive March 23, officials an-
nounced Friday. Offices that 
will be closed are Peoples Sav-
ings’ former headquarters at 
321 Main St. in St. Joseph, and 
offices at 2829 Niles Ave. in St. 
Joseph and 104 N. Main St. in 
Watervliet. Peoples State al-
ready had offices near the of-
fices that will be closed.

35 years ago – 1980
The Benton Harbor City 

Commission on Monday night 
welcomed new City Manager 
Paul McCauley with a meeting 
that was short and jovial. Mc-
Cauley, who took over the city 
manager position Monday, told 

commissioners that his first pri-
orities are an examination of 
all departments and their staffs, 
a detailed look at the city’s fi-
nancial crisis and, in April, 
work on the next fiscal year’s 
budget. McCauley, 47, was giv-
en a four-year contract at 
$33,000 a year by the commis-
sion in February.

50 years ago – 1965
Bobo Brazil, one of  Benton 

Harbor’s all-time great athletes, 
will get his long-awaited chance 
at the U.S. Heavyweight wres-
tling title when he meets The 
Sheik at the Benton Harbor 
Naval Armory on Wednesday. 
Mat promoter Ray Langin 
made the announcement this 
week after many days of  nego-
tiations with The Sheik and 
Brazil.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Wednesday, March 4, 
the 63rd day of 2015. There are 
302 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On March 4, 1865, President 

Abraham Lincoln was inaugu-
rated for a second term of office; 
with the end of the Civil War in 
sight, Lincoln declared, “With 
malice toward none, with charity 
for all.”

On this date:
In 1789, the Constitution of 

the United States went into effect 
as the first Federal Congress met 
in New York. (The lawmakers 
then adjourned for lack of a quo-
rum.)

In 1791, Vermont became the 
14th state.

In 1861, Abraham Lincoln was 
inaugurated as the 16th president 
of the United States. The Con-
federate States of America ad-
opted as its flag the original ver-
sion of the Stars and Bars.

In 1913, the “Buffalo nickel” 
officially went into circulation.

In 1925, President Calvin 
Coolidge’s inauguration was 
broadcast live on 21 radio sta-
tions coast-to-coast.

In 1930, Coolidge Dam in Ari-
zona was dedicated by its name-
sake, former President Calvin 
Coolidge.

In 1940, Kings Canyon Na-
tional Park in California was es-
tablished.

In 1952, Ronald Reagan and 
Nancy Davis were married in San 
Fernando Valley, California.

Manager Richard Lewis 
and supported by Ma-
sin, is to bring the mill-
age paid by residents up 
from 0.68 to 0.78, the 
maximum allowed by 
law. The additional 
amount raised would go 
to a capital improve-
ments fund.

Last year city commis-
sioners opted not to in-
crease the millage, in fa-
vor of  seeking other 
alternatives.

Talks are taking place 
about St. Joseph Town-
ship increasing the 
amount of  its millage, 
which expires in 2016. 
There is $26,000 in re-
serve in the township’s 
library fund, which 
could be contributed to 
St. Joseph.

Masin said city offi-
cials have been more 
willing to contribute to-
ward repairs, and reim-
bursed the library for the 
roof  replacement, gas 
line repairs and air con-
ditioning work.

That wouldn’t have 
happened under the pre-
vious city manager, Ma-
sin said.

Commissioners agreed 
that the carpet needs to 
be replaced.

“It looks bad, it is bad, 
and it’s probably a dan-
gerous situation,” Com-
missioner Jeff  Richards 
said of  the fraying car-
pet.

He asked whether the 
city would be liable for in-
juries if  someone tripped 
inside the building.

Richards said a mill-
age increase could be put 
in place until the neces-
sary funds for repairs 
were raised.

At Monday’s meeting, 
City Engineer Tim Ze-
bell offered to help Ma-
sin with putting together 
a long-term capital im-
provements plan similar 
to what the city does for 
its water and sewer sys-
tems and other infra-
structure.

Masin welcomed the 
suggestion.

Looking down the 
road would keep her or 
future library directors 
from getting blindsided 
by huge repair bills, Ma-
sin said.

All the foot traffic 
shows that the library is 
important to residents, 
she said. “It’s the sign of 
a community that loves 
its library.”

Contact: jmatuszak@theHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

LIBRARY
From page A1

He said Harrison’s dedica-
tion to an open, team ap-
proach led to the creation of 
a communications commit-
tee, “which is a completely 

new thing” for LMC.
He further cites Harrison 

for thinking big about mat-
ters like the dorm and the 
wine program.

“These kind of things 
don’t always work out, but 
it’s nice to see us try for a 
change,” Larson said.

The board will begin the 
process of recruiting Harri-
son’s successor, starting with 
an evaluation of potential 
internal candidates, LMC 
reported.

Harrison joined the col-
lege in 1999 as executive 
dean of Bertrand Crossing 

and Workforce Services. 
Harrison said his plans 

for retirement include vol-
unteering, small business 
ventures and enjoying his 
time away from day-to-day 
work responsibilities.

“I’ve enjoyed my time at 
the college. It’s been reward-

ing and fulfilling, and I be-
lieve we can continue to 
grow in successfully build-
ing the local work force, be-
ing the focal point for cul-
tural opportunities in the 
region, and helping our stu-
dents achieve their goals 
and aspirations,” he said.

LMC
From page A1

House passes Homeland Security funding

By ERICA WERNER  
and DAVID ESPO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Bit-
terly admitting defeat, the 
Republican-controlled Con-
gress sent legislation to 
President Barack Obama 
on Tuesday that funds the 
Department of Homeland 
Security without any of the 
immigration-related conces-
sions they demanded for 
months.

Obama promised to sign 
the bill as soon as he re-
ceived it, while criticizing 
Congress for taking “far too 
long” to pass it.

“Sanity is prevailing,” 
said Rep. Peter King, R-
N.Y., a former chairman of 
the Homeland Security 
Committee, before the 

House voted 257-167 in fa-
vor of the $40 billion spend-
ing bill. All 182 Democrats 
present voted for the bill, 
while it received only 75 Re-
publican “yes” votes.

U.S. Rep. Fred Upton, 
R-St. Joseph, and five other 
Michigan Republicans cast 
“yes” votes. Three state Re-
publicans voted no. The 
state’s five Democrats voted 
yes.

“I am glad that House 
Republicans finally came to 
their senses,” said Rep. Lo-
retta Sanchez of California, 
a top Democrat on the 
Homeland Security Com-
mittee.

The outcome averted a 
partial agency shutdown 
which would have begun 
Friday at midnight. It was a 
major victory for Obama 
and the Democrats, and a 
wholesale retreat for Repub-
licans, who have spent 
months railing against an 
“unconstitutional over-
reach” by Obama in extend-

ing deportation stays and 
work permits to millions of 
immigrants in this country 
illegally.

In the end, Republicans 
who’d tried to use the DHS 
spending bill to undo 
Obama’s actions had little 
to show but weeks of grid-
lock and chaotic spectacle 
on Capitol Hill in the wake 
of assuming full control of 
Congress in the November 
midterm elections. The tur-
moil brought the Homeland 
Security Department to 
within hours of a partial 
shutdown last Friday before 
Congress passed a one-week 
extension, and raised ques-
tions about Republicans’ 
ability to govern responsi-
bly.

On Tuesday morning, ad-
dressing an uncharacteristi-
cally subdued gathering of 
House Republicans, Speak-
er John Boehner indicated 
he was out of options.

“I am as outraged and 
frustrated as you at the law-

less and unconstitutional 
actions of this president,” 
Boehner told his caucus. “I 
believe this decision – con-
sidering where we are – is 
the right one for this team, 
and the right one for this 
country.”

“Our Republican col-
leagues in the Senate never 
found a way to win this 
fight,” he said, noting that 
the matter is now in the 
courts. A federal judge last 
month put Obama’s direc-
tives on hold, a ruling the 
White House is appealing.

Conservative lawmakers 
who humiliated Boehner 
last week by voting down a 
three-week spending bill he 
proposed did not speak up 
in the private meeting to 
dissent or ask questions, 
people present said.

Afterward, they said they 
were disappointed but had 
no more moves to make.

“I don’t know that there is 
one,” said Rep. Steve King, 
R-Iowa. “This is the signal 

of capitulation.”
In a statement, Homeland 

Secretary Jeh Johnson 
thanked Democrats and Re-
publicans who voted for the 
bill and, “in particular, those 
in Congress who showed the 
leadership necessary to get 
the job done.”

In his own statement, 
Obama praised Homeland 
Security employees as “law 
enforcement professionals 
and brave patriots who do a 
remarkable job, and deserve 
our gratitude and respect. 
Today, after far too long, 
Congress finally voted to 
fully fund their mission.”

The measure passed Tues-
day funds the Homeland 
Security Department 
through the Sept. 30 end of 
the budget year. It pays for 
numerous priorities includ-
ing Transportation Security 
agents, the Coast Guard, 
the Secret Service, a host of 
immigration-related func-
tions and grants to local 
governments.

Upton joins Dems  
and 74 Republicans  
in supporting bill

any other state, and has 
grown from 137 teams five 
years ago to 347 teams to-
day.

The state added 78 teams 
this year, reported Brett Ole-
son, a senior manager of sales 
education for Whirlpool 
Corp. and a mentor for the 
St. Joseph High School “Av-
erage Joes” robotics team.

California, the home of 
Silicon Valley, was a distant 
second with 10 new teams, 
he said.

Southwest Michigan and 
Berrien County, with the 
support of Whirlpool and 
other sponsors, have done 
their part to keep the gears 
going.

Berrien County has nine 
teams, including first-year 
competitors at New Buffalo 
High School and River Val-
ley High School in Three 
Oaks for 2015. Van Buren 
County boasts four teams 
and the southwestern district 
has 28.

Whirlpool supports five 
teams in Berrien County, ac-

cording to the FIRST website.
“The number of teams in 

Michigan has skyrocketed 
over the last couple of years,” 
said Dale Quattrin, head 
coach of the CW Tech-Ro-
botarians, with students 
from Coloma, Watervliet, 
Lake Michigan Catholic, 
Grace Christian and Michi-
gan Lutheran, along with 
home-schooled students.

His team of 40 students 
has been meeting six days a 
week since Jan. 3 to prepare 
its robot for the first compe-
tition Friday at East Kent-
wood High School.

“The team’s doing really 
well,” he said.

Individual schools have 
seen a big leap in interest, as 
well, according to Whirlpool 
spokeswoman Juliet John-
son.

St. Joseph High School’s 
team has 47 students, a spike 
of almost 25 percent from 
last year. Enthusiasm among 
female students has grown, 
with nine taking part at St. 
Joseph.

“It turns it into a sport, 
and it makes engineering 
cool,” said St. Joseph High 
senior Tyler Darr of the 

high-energy tournaments.
This is the fifth year for the 

Average Joes, who have 
dubbed their robot JoeBot 
5.0.

Amelia Ostdiek, a St. Jo-
seph sophomore, joined the 
team two years ago after 
watching her brother and fa-
ther, a team mentor, partici-
pate.

She was immediately ac-
cepted by other team mem-
bers, and her participation 
has convinced her to become 
an engineer. She has per-
suaded girl friends to sign 
on.

The FIRST program has 
grown with the support of 
mentors offering engineering 
and other expert advice and 
guidance. At St. Joseph, 13 
mentors are helping out, in-
cluding three women.

In addition to financial 
support, Whirlpool allows 
employees to have the time 
to work with students, Ole-
son said.

“We wouldn’t be at this 
point without Whirlpool,” 
said mentor Cheri DeVries.

By supporting education 
in science and technology, 
Whirlpool can encourage 

students to study and work 
in Michigan, Whirlpool’s 
Johnson said. “We don’t 
want to lose these kids to 
other states. It keeps the tal-
ent here.”

FIRST Robotics also has 
accelerated because of the 
push from students taking 
part in the FIRST Jr. Lego 
League in kindergarten 
through third grade, FIRST 
Lego League in upper ele-
mentary grades, and FIRST 
Tech Challenge at middle 
schools.

Darr and other students 
helped start a robotics group 
at Upton Middle School.

Michigan has grown from 
15 high school district com-
petitions last year, to 18 in 
2015. The top 102 teams will 
advance to the state finals 
and the top 60 will go to the 
international championship 
April 23-25 in St. Louis, 
Mo. 

Michigan teams have been 
on the winning alliance at 
nine of the last 11 champi-
onships, including the CW 
Tech Robotarians and St. 
Joseph last year.

Teams have six weeks to 
build and program their ro-

bots. This year’s game is 
“Recycle Rush,” played by 
two alliances of three robots 
each. 

Robots score points by 
stacking recycling bins, cap-
ping those stacks with round 
recycling containers, and 
disposing of pool noodles, 
representing litter. 

Darr said this year’s game 
is a bit more nuanced than 
previous years, which in-
cluded robots picking up 
and throwing frisbees 
through a target. 

The stacks of bins can be 
6-feet high, and if the robot 
knocks over the stack, that’s 
40 points out the window, he 
said.

The top teams get to select 
alliances with other high 
achievers. That makes it im-
portant to scout out com-
petitors, Ostdiek said.

“You can win a tourna-
ment if you do really good 
scouting,” said Ostdiek, who 
has high hopes of returning 
to the international competi-
tion this year.

Contact: jmatuszak@theHP.com, 932-
0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

Herald Palladium Staff Writer Louise 
Wrege contributed to this article.
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