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EC schools 
move against 
cyberbullying
By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

EAU CLAIRE — The 
Eau Claire school board 
will soon update its bully-
ing policy to comply with a 
new state law. 

Superintendent Kevin 
Walters said the bullying 
policy update has been re-
ferred to the board’s Policy 
Committee and will be 
brought back to the board 
this spring.

Walters said a new state 
law requires school dis-
tricts to include cyber bul-
lying in their anti-bullying 
policies. He said the dis-
trict’s anti-bullying policy 
was last updated in 2012 
and meets state require-
ments except for the cyber 
bullying element. 

A 2012 state law required 
districts to develop and 
adopt anti-bullying poli-
cies.

The board’s current pol-
icy states that a fi rst bully-
ing offense will result in a 
10-day suspension with 

possible expulsion and a 
second offense will result 
in a 10-day suspension fol-
lowed by board action and 
expulsion. The policy al-
lows for situations which 
are so egregious that one 
violation could result in 
board action and expul-
sion.

In other business, board 
members this week dis-
cussed how to use 30 iPads 
bought with Migrant and 
Title I federal funds. Wal-
ters said the iPads will be 
used to help low-income 
middle school and migrant 
full-year students.

Like many area school 
districts, Eau Claire has 
surpassed its allotted num-
ber of snow days this year. 
The state allows school 
districts to have six snow 
days each school year, and 
Eau Claire now stands at 
seven. He said one more 
day will be added to the 
schedule in June so that 
the last day of school for 
students will be June 5 and 
not June 4.

PAW PAW

Veteran to veteran
By ROD SMITH
H-P Correspondent

PAW PAW — Approach-
ing a crash scene, state po-
lice Trooper Todd Waite 
got help from someone he 
never would have expected.

It was Zach De Pierre, 
whom Waite had once ar-
rested after tussling with 
him and another police of-
fi cer.

“The person I saw at the 
crash scene was not the per-

son I met before,” Waite 
said Tuesday.

Waite even handed De 
Pierre a knife to help cut 
the injured victims from 
their vehicles. De Pierre was 
driving by the crash scene 
Jan. 13 in Almena Town-
ship when he stopped to 
help. 

Waite and De Pierre, 
both Paw Paw residents, 
were honored Tuesday by 
Van Buren County com-
missioners and area judges 
for De Pierre’s recovery 
with the help of the West 
Michigan Veterans Treat-
ment Court. Waite helped 
De Pierre get there.

The court is the fi rst spe-
cialty court of its kind in 
the state and is aimed at 
treating veterans whose in-
fractions come from trau-
ma they received in the 
military. Trauma such as 
post-traumatic stress syn-
drome and brain injuries 
could lead to substance 
abuse and criminality.

Presiding Veterans Court 
Judge William Baillargeon, 
who is the chief district 
court judge in Allegan 
County, and who had 
spearheaded the veterans 
court’s creation, called the 
coincidence of both men at 
the scene “really pretty 
amazing.

“To have these two very 
same individuals come to-
gether I think is an amaz-
ing testament not only to 
Mr. De Pierre but also to 
Trooper Waite,” Baillar-
geon said.

De Pierre publicly 
thanked Waite, saying if  he 

State trooper helps 
vet turn from perp 
to giving citizen

WAITE DE PIERRE
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Seeming like the last soul on earth, a visitor looks out Thursday over St. Joseph’s south pier onto ice-covered Lake Michigan. 
The good news is it’s almost March.

LONELY VISTA

Scam defense 
class is set

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— A workshop titled 
“How to Avoid Scams, 
Telemarketing, Fraud and 
Identity Theft” will be of-
fered free by Lake Michi-
gan College on two nights 
at two locations.

Deputy Kelly Laesch 
from the Berrien County 
Sheriff ’s Department’s 
Crime Prevention Unit 
will educate participants 
about the most common 
types of  scams and how 
people can reduce their 
chances of  becoming a 
victim. There will also be 
a segment on personal 
safety.

Fraud scams cost Amer-
icans more than $1.6 bil-

lion in 2013, according to 
the Federal Trade Com-
mission. Nearly 11 percent 
of U.S. adults, or an esti-
mated 25.6 million people, 
had paid for fraudulent 
products and services.

The workshop will be of-
fered from 6-8 p.m. March 
10 at LMC’s Bertrand 
Crossing campus, 1905 
Foundation Drive, Niles; 
and from 6-8 p.m. March 
12 at LMC’s M-TEC cam-
pus, 400 Klock Road, Ben-
ton Harbor.

Call 926-6832 to register. 
For information on more 
Community Education Se-
ries workshops visit www.
lakemichigancollege.edu/
ce.

NB museum 
hires director
For THE HERALD-PALLADIUM

NEW BUFFALO — 
The New Buffalo Rail-
road Museum has chosen 
its fi rst executive director 

after 25 
years of  op-
eration.

K i m b e r -
lee Beck 
Wendt will 
start work 
Monday.

“This is a 
momentous 
opportunity 

to strengthen the muse-
um’s roots in the commu-
nity and boost the visibil-
ity of  our immersive 
experience to new audi-
ences,” she said in a news 
release. “I am thrilled to 
be a part of  this organiza-
tion that looks to engage 
the future while embrac-
ing the past.”

Most recently she served 
as communications and 
events manager for Great 
Lakes Marketing Services 
Inc. in Kalamazoo. She 
has worked in a variety of 
sales and marketing jobs 
in Las Vegas and in South-
west Michigan.

Wendt holds a bachelor 
of  arts degree from the 
College of  Communica-
tions Arts and Sciences at 
Michigan State University 

and is a 1982 graduate of 
River Valley High 
School.

“Kimberlee brings a di-
verse experience skillset, 
which we anticipate will 
serve the New Buffalo 
Railroad Museum in a 
most effective manner,” 
board President  Katha 
Kissman said. “Under 
Kimberlee’s leadership we 
look forward to realizing 
several key goals to fur-
ther promote a greater 
understanding of  the rich 
history of  New Buffalo 
through ongoing and ad-
ditional Museum pro-
grams and activities.”

The museum at 530 S. 
Whittaker St. will re-open 
for the season April 3 and 
will host its Fourth An-
nual Box Car Buffet Ce-
lebrity Banquet at Skip’s 
Restaurant on April 17. 

The main building is a 
replica of  the original 
Pere Marquette Railroad 
Depot in New Buffalo. 
Attractions also inched a 
Chessie System box car 
and a World War II Pull-
man Troop Car, hundreds 
of  photographs and mem-
orabilia, and an extensive 
model train layout housed 
within and maintained by 
the Duneland Model 

WENDT

See WENDT, page A4

See VETERAN, page A4

Trail planners get $98,000 grant
For THE HERALD-PALLADIUM

NEW BUFFALO — The 
Pokagon Fund has award-
ed its fi rst Strategic Grant 
of  2015 to the Friends of 
Harbor Country Trails to 
fund planning for a net-
work of  bicycle lanes, side-
walks, pathways and trails 
for southwestern Berrien 
County.

The $98,900 grant will be 
used by project manager 
Bob Ford and his fi rm, 
Landscape Architects and 
Planners Inc., to develop-
ment concepts, site plans, 
cost estimates and reports.

Pokagon Fund Board 
Chairman Rob Gow said 
the grant is a signifi cant 
step in the plan to deal with 
a shortage of  safe, accessi-

ble routes for pedestrian 
and bicycle traffi c.

“Our support of  the 
Friends of  Harbor Coun-
try Trails through the years 
has played a major role in 
the fulfi llment of  The Pok-
agon Fund’s mission to en-
hance the lives of  Harbor 
Country residents and visi-
tors of  all ages,” Gow said 
in a news release.

In accepting the grant, 
Arnie Feinberg, president 
of  the Friends of  Harbor 
Country Trails, said Pok-
agon Fund grants for the 
trails and other projects 
has made the New Buffalo-
Three Oaks area a premiere 
destination for tourists and 
second home owners, and 
it has made the area excit-
ing and safe year-round for 

residents.
The grant will support 

Friends of  Harbor Coun-
try Trails with several proj-
ects, including the Biddle 
Park Plan for the develop-
ment of  an area east of 
Biddle Avenue toward 
Whittaker Street in New 
Buffalo; a Clay and U.S. 12 
nonmotorized connection; 
the Marquette Greenway, a 
pedestrian/bicycle connec-
tion from path at Wilson 
Road and U.S. 12 to Whit-
taker Street via U.S. 12, 
Monroe and Mechanic 
streets; and the initial study 
of  a route Memorial Park 
to either Warren Woods 
State Park or River Valley 
School District.

Most Pokagon Fund-
supported projects are lim-

ited to $10,000 per request, 
but Gow said certain proj-
ects are “too important to 
our mission to be limited in 
their outreach. The use of 
Strategic Grants will be a 
difference maker in the ful-
fi llment of  our mission.”

Among those projects 
are hiking and bike trails 
and the vision program op-
erated by the Lions Club. 

The Pokagon Fund, a 
nonprofi t private founda-
tion, is supported by reve-
nue from The Four Winds 
Casino Resort. Since the 
organization’s inception in 
2007, The Pokagon Fund 
has provided almost $20 
million in grants and schol-
arships to enhance the lives 
of  families in its service 
area.

NEW BUFFALO

Eichberg all the way
By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— Berrien Springs High 
School Principal Dave 
Eichberg has been tapped 
to be the next Berrien 
Springs school superinten-
dent, succeeding Jim Ber-
mingham. 

Berrien Springs school 
board members voted 
unanimously Thursday 
night to offer Eichberg the 
job.

Board President Peg Bor-
mann directed the board’s 
Personnel Committee to 
enter into contract negotia-
tions with Eichberg and re-
port to the board at the 
next meeting, March 12. 
Bormann said after the 
meeting the board hadn’t 
discussed a salary amount.

B o a r d 
members said 
little as they 
voted to hire 
E i c h b e r g , 
who was the 
only person 
the board in-
terviewed for 
the job – 
though Trust-
ee Pat DeLong said “abso-
lutely yes” when she cast 
her vote. All board mem-
bers voted yes with Ron 
Marschke absent.

Bormann said after the 
meeting she didn’t plan to 
talk much about the board’s 
decision to choose Eichberg 
until the contract is signed. 
She said there was agree-
ment among all board 
members to hire Eichberg 
and not look elsewhere.

Board members said in 

December their preference 
was to hire someone within 
the district who would un-
derstand its diverse pro-
grams.

Eichberg said in his inter-
view earlier this month he 
was proud of all the district 
has done over the last sev-
eral years under Berming-
ham. He said he helped de-
velop many of the 
programs.

Eichberg said Thursday 
he was thrilled about the 
board’s decision. 

“It’s exciting. I have a real 
reverence and respect for 
this position,” he said. “It’s 
even more special for me 
since I grew up here.”

In his Feb. 5 interview, he 
said he “bleeds green” 
(school colors are green 
and white) and couldn’t 
think of a greater honor or 

privilege than to lead the 
district that shaped him. 
Eichberg graduated from 
Berrien Springs High 
School in 1976 and earned 
his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from Central Mich-
igan University.

He completed two ad-
ministrative leadership pro-
grams in recent years, one 
on administrative leader-
ship offered by the Michi-
gan Department of Educa-
tion and a superintendent 
preparation academy of-
fered by the Michigan 
Leadership Institute. 

Eichberg’s promotion 
leaves open the high school 
principal’s job. He said af-
ter the meeting he expects 
to fi nd an internal candi-
date for the post.

Bermingham is retiring 
at the end of June.

B. Springs schools surprise no 
one with choice for superintendent

EICHBERG


