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Band’s mission: Rescuing forgotten songs

By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

SOUTH HAVEN — 
Aaron Jonah Lewis does 
write the occasional song, 
such as “Bell & Anchor 
Rag” and “Route 77,” both 
of which appear on The 
Corn Potato String Band’s 
debut album, “Volume 1,” 
released last year.

Songwriting, however, 
has never really been Lewis’ 
passion. He and his Corn 
Potato String Band part-
ners Lindsay McCaw and 
Ben Belcher would much 
rather be saving some old-
time fi ddle and banjo tune 
from a one-way trip to the 
dustbins of history.

“It’s something we’re 
pretty obsessed with,” Lew-
is says by telephone while 
traveling through Michi-
gan. “It’s a total thrill to 
kind of breathe new life 
into these old songs. Some 
of them we feel like we’re 
reviving them and sort of 
rescuing them. We do write 
our own songs, but not 
much. That’s really never 
been our focus. We fi nd 
more satisfaction as collec-
tors of old songs.”

So it shouldn’t come as a 
great surprise to fi nd out 
that The Corn Potato String 
Band’s “Volume 2,” re-
leased in January, features 
10 tracks that can all be 
found in the public do-
main.

“Someone just told me 
that ‘Volume 2’ was so 
much better than ‘Volume 
1’ because of the variety,” 
says Lewis, whose trio per-
forms Saturday at Foundry 
Hall’s new space in the 
Warren Center. “I think 
they both have a lot of vari-

ety. ‘Volume 2’ just has 
more vocals.”

Both albums were actual-
ly recorded in consecutive 
sessions in January 2014 at 
Sheriff  Bob’s home studio 
in lower Manhattan. The 
exception is two tracks off  
the new project, “Raleigh 
And Spencer” and “Little 
Black Train,” which were 
recorded and mixed at 
RTÉ, in Dublin, Ireland, 
by Mark McGrath.

“We played on RTÉ, 
which is sort of  the equiva-
lent of  NPR, in Ireland 
last summer and they were 
kind enough to let us use 
them,” Lewis says. “‘Ra-
leigh And Spencer’ is a 
common traditional ballad 
where the words are sort 
of  nonsense, but also refers 
to prohibition and being a 
tough guy. That’s a pretty 
straight ahead fi ddle and 
banjo number that Lind-
say and I sing in harmo-
ny.”

Other favorite tunes on 
the album are “Silver Lake 
Polka,” a tune McCaw 
piked up in northern Min-
nesota, and “Russian Rag,” 
which Lewis and Belcher 
have been playing since 
they met in 2001.

“It’s a ragtime tune that 
not too many people play 

because it’s pretty diffi cult 
technically,” Lewis says. 
“It comes from Dave Apol-
lon, who was a Russian-
Ukrainian-American man-
dolin virtuoso around 
during the vaudeville peri-
od. He was an amazing 
musician.”

The Corn Potato String 
Band began as a way for 
Lewis to get McCaw and 
Belcher in the same room.

“It was kind of  selfi sh on 
my part because Lindsay 
and Ben hadn’t even met,” 
Lewis says. “Lindsay and I 
had started playing some 
double fi ddle tunes, and I 
thought, ‘We need to get 
Ben in here. That would 
make a great band.’ They 
were two of  my favorite 
people and I wanted to get 
them together and hope 
they liked each other 

enough to make a band.”
It turns out, they did, al-

though The Corn Potato 
String Band remains one 
of  several projects all three 
musicians happen to be a 
part of. Belcher, who plays 
banjo, guitar and fi ddle, is 
perhaps best known as a 
member of  The Hot Seats, 
which took fi rst place in 
the Neotraditional Band  
competition at the 2008 
Appalachian String Band 
Festival, and a Herald An-
gel award at the 2009 Edin-
burgh Fringe festival.

McCaw, who plays fi d-
dle, banjo, guitar, accordi-
on and piano, has her own 
puppet company, The Dol-
ly Wagglers, and is a two-
time winner of  the Minne-
apolis Jug Band Contest 
and four-time Grand Prize 
winner of  the Sheffi eld 

Field Days Fiddle contest.
As for Lewis, a multi-in-

strumentalist who moved 
to Detroit last year, his 
long resume includes doz-
ens of  recordings with 
bands such as Nora Jane 
Struthers & The Party 
Line, The Froggy Moun-
tain Boys, and Special Ed 
and the Shortbus. He also 
has taught workshops at 
the Royal Scottish Acade-
my of  Music and Drama 
in Glasgow and at the Eng-
lish Folk Dance and Song 
Society in London. 

Recently Lewis and Mc-
Caw have been recording 
with Rootchie Tootchie & 
The Ragtime Shepherd 
Kings, and The Old 78s.

Still, Lewis says, for The 
Corn Potato String Band, 
nothing beats fi nding an 
old, almost-forgotten song 
to breathe new life into.

“For me, the door 
opened really wide when I 
fi rst went to the Old Fid-
dlers Convention (in Gal-
ax, Va.),” Lewis says. 
“That’s where it all fell into 
place for me. These songs 
and this music is really a 
community experience. It’s 
something shared between 
people. It’s not just about 
performance, it’s about 
friendship.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 
932-0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio
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IN BRIEF
Chartreuse welcomes 
artists with reception

ST. JOSEPH — A recep-
tion welcoming new artists 
Vicki Cook (fabricated met-
al jewelry), Kate Genellie 
(oil pastels) and Sharon 
Wilkinson (up-cycled wear-
able art) takes place from 
6-8 p.m. tonight at Char-
treuse Co-op Gallery, 304 
State St.

Cook, who regularly 
teaches metal jewelry classes 
at the Krasl Art Center and 
Kalamazoo Institute of Art, 
creates wearable small scale 
sculptural work. Genellie 
uses oil pastels for paintings 
that communicate not just 
what she sees, but what she 
feels. And Wilkinson makes 
wearable art from previously 
worn clothing in the form of 
bags, dresses, skirts, and 
coats.

Wine and hors d’oeuvres 
will be served, and artwork 
from select local student art-
ists also will be featured. 
Admission is free.

For more information, 
call 983-0931 or visit www.
chartreuseartgallery.com.

‘They’re Playing Our 
Song’ opens at LMC

BENTON HARBOR — 
Lake Michigan College pres-
ents “They’re Playing Our 
Song” at 7:30 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday and March 27-
28, and 3 p.m. Sunday and 
March 29 in Lake Michigan 
College Mendel Center’s 
Hanson Theatre, 2755 E. 
Napier Ave.

The musical love story by 
Neil Simon, Carole Bayer 
Sager and Marvin Hamlisch 
centers on Vernon (Roy 
Bronkema), a neurotic and 
witty composer, who forms 
an unlikely partnership with 
Sonia (Renee Wright), an 
offbeat, aspiring female lyri-
cist to write the next great 

love song. The cast also fea-
tures Brent Dennison, Jon 
Turner, Kyle Smith, Darcie 
Desjardins, Lindsey Lange 
and Abigail Snow. Calvin A. 
McClinton directs with cho-
reography by Maria 
Pinkowski, and music direc-
tion by John Owens. 

Tickets are $7, $5 for se-
niors, and free for LMC stu-
dents.

For more information, call 
927-1221 or visit www.
lmcmainstage.org.

Mockingbird returns 
to Irish roots at Box

ST. JOSEPH — Mock-
ingbird performs at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday at the Box 
Factory for the Arts, 1101 
Broad St.

Originally formed as an 
Irish-American bar band, 
Mockingbird – featuring 
Dolores Landeck, John 
Tolhuizen and Mike Mason 
– returns to its roots for a 
select number of Irish per-
formances during the St. 
Patrick’s Day season. Sat-
urday’s set includes Irish fa-
vorites such as “Danny 
Boy,” “Molly Malone,” 
“Whiskey in the Jar,” “The 
Wild Rover,” “I’ll tell Me 
Ma” and “Take Her up to 
Monto.” Steve Brundage 
opens.

Admission is $10, $8 for 
students and seniors, and 
free for children 12 and 
younger.

For more information, 
call 983-3688 or visit www.
boxfactoryforthearts.org.

Kennedy’s Kitchen 
plays Beckwith Theatre

DOWAGIAC — Kenne-
dy’s Kitchen, the South 
Bend-based band led by 
John Kennedy, performs at 
7:30 p.m. Saturday at The 
Beckwith Theatre, 100 New 
York Ave.

Rooted in traditional 
Irish music, stories and 
songs, Kennedy’s Kitchen 
has been a staple in the re-
gional music scene since 

forming in 1998. In addi-
tion to Kennedy, the cur-
rent lineup features his 
nephews, Liam and Nolan 
Ladewski, as well as Chris 
O’Brien, Rob Weber and 
Jacob Turner. 

Tickets are $20.
For more information, 

call 782-7653 or visit www.
beckwiththeatre.com.

Southshore, Pokagon 
Band perform concert

BENTON HARBOR — 
The Southshore Concert 
Band and The Pokagon 
Band of Potawatomi pres-
ent “The Elements of Sto-
rytelling: A Journey through 
Song and Dance” at 2 p.m. 
Sunday at the Lake Michi-
gan College Mendel Center 
Mainstage Theatre, 2755 E. 
Napier Ave.

Members of The Pok-
agon Band of Potawatomi 
perform traditional songs 
such as “Welcome Song” 
and “Travel Song,” as well 
as the rattle dance and 
round dance. The South-
shore Concert Band, con-
ducted by Dale L. Reuss, 
performs music from “Buf-
falo Jump Ritual,” “When 
the Tears Fell” and “The 
Last of the Mohicans.” 

Images provided by The 
Pokagon Band of Pota-

watomi, Citizen’s Band of 
Potawatomi and historical 
websites, serve as a back-
drop for this performance.

Admission is free.
For more information, 

visit www.southshorecon-
certband.com.

Liam Teague brings 
steel band to Howard

BERRIEN SPRINGS — 
Liam Teague and the Walla 
Walla University Steel Band 
performs at 7 p.m. Sunday 
at Andrews University’s 
Howard Performing Arts 
Center, 4160 E. Campus 
Circle Drive.

Hailed as the “Paganini 
of the Steel Pan,” Teague, a 
native of  Trinidad and To-
bago, is head of steel pan 
studies at Northern Illinois 
University. He has pro-
duced eight solo albums.

WWU’s steel band, under 
the direction of Brandon 
Beck, has been in existence 
since 2002. 

The concert includes Ca-
ribbean, South American, 
jazz and classical works.

Tickets are $9, $5 for stu-

dents and seniors.
For more information, 

call 471-3555 or visit 
howard.andrews.edu.

Tower of London hosts 
‘Thrones’ premiere

LONDON (AP) — The 
fi fth season of “Game of 
Thrones” had its premiere 
Wednesday at the Tower of 
London, an atmospheric 
landmark whose history is 
like the show: tangled, royal 
and bloody.

The series’ stars walked a 
red carpet at the 1,000-year-
old fortress, a former palace 
and prison where traitors 
were once tortured and ex-
ecuted.

The cast were sworn to 
secrecy about plot twists in 
the series, a phenomenon 
that has injected sex, blood 
and plots of Shakespearean 
complexity into fantasy 
television.

But Michael McElhat-
ton, who plays Roose Bol-
ton, promised “shocks” for 
fans of George R.R. Mar-
tin’s books, on which the 
series is based.

Photo provided

“They’re Playing Our Song,” a musical love story by Neil Simon, 
Carole Bayer Sager and Marvin Hamlisch, will be staged at Lake 
Michigan College’s Hanson Theatre beginning Friday night.

What: The Corn Potato 
String Band

When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday

Where: Foundry Hall at 
Warren Center, 540 Wil-
liams St., South Haven

How much: $15 reserved, 
$10-$15 at the door

Contact: 220-0444 or 
foundryhall.org

Artist info: cornpotato.
com

Photo provided

The Corn Potato String Band, featuring, from left, Ben Belcher, Aaron Jonah Lewis and Lindsay McCaw, perform Saturday at Foundry 
Hall’s space in the Warren Center in South Haven.

Corn Potato String 
Band to play Saturday 
at Foundry Hall’s new 
space at Warren Center

It’s a total thrill to kind of 
breathe new life into these 
old songs.

AARON JONAH LEWIS
Member of The Corn Potato 
String Band
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Old School Burgers & Deep Fried Delights

Includes a Double Cheeseburger,

Fries & Pepsi Cola!

HENRY’S IS NOW
Open Sunday!

www.HenrysHamburgers.com

Monday–Saturday 6:30AM – 9:30PM
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 11AM – 8PM
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Bring in this ad and 
receive 15% off 

your purchases of 
$10 or more!!  
Expiration: 3/31/15.

406 State St | St Joseph | 269-983-3300

It’s March Mania at Purely Michigan!
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