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FOCUS
R.I.P. 

red couch; 
you did 
your job

You pride yourself on 
being a person who is 

not terribly attached to 
earthly possessions, and 
then you have to part with 
something and feel your 
grip tighten.

Our oldest daughter is 
having trouble letting go 
of a red 
couch. If  
you saw the 
couch you’d 
say, “That 
way to the 
dump!”

It’s not 
the couch 
she’s having 
trouble let-
ting go of as much as the 
memories. It was their 
fi rst sofa. It has been 
loaded and unloaded onto 
moving trucks seven 
times. Three kids have 
drooled on it, dripped on 
it and jumped on it. It’s so 
worn the only way you 
could sell it would be in 
the dark, which is proba-
bly why it’s in the base-
ment.

Yet she’s having a hard 
time letting go and asked 
if  I thought that was 
weird.

“Completely,” I said. 
“You get it from me.”

When we were ready to 
get rid of our baby things, 
I sold our crib at the 
neighborhood garage sale. 
I had pieces of it in the 
garage and the other piec-
es to it still in the house. A 
young woman said she 
wanted to buy it. My 
throat tightened and the 
tears began to well. She 
pulled out cash and I 
perked up.

But by the time I re-
turned with the other 
pieces to the crib, I was all 
out bawling. Tears, blub-
bering, sobbing. “Have 
you considered that may-
be you’re not ready to sell 
it?” the woman asked.

“No-o-o-o,” I wailed. 
More sobbing. My vision 
was so blurred by tears 
that I nearly hit her with 
one of the side rails.

“It’s fi ne, really,” I cried. 
“Take it.”

Our attachment to stuff  
grows in direct relation-
ship to the amount of 
time it has sat in one place. 
The longer it sits, the 
harder it is to get rid of it. 
You think, “Hey, we’ve 
hung onto it this long – it 
must be valuable!” As 
though yellowing, a layer 
of dust and the scent of 
mildew increase value.

Our accumulations of 
treasures expand in rela-
tion to the ever-increasing 
size of our houses. And 
when we outgrow the stor-
age space in our homes, 
we pay someone else to 
store it. Storage unit fa-
cilities multiply faster 
than feral cats. There’s 
money to be made from 
people who can’t let go.

The most extreme in-
ability to part with things 
has been parlayed into en-
tertainment in the form 
of a television show called 
“Hoarders.” If an episode 
of that isn’t depressing 
enough for you, produc-
ers now offer “Extreme 
Hoarders.” Both of which 
are not to be outdone by 
“Storage Wars,” a show 
about aggressive people 
who bid on other people’s 
abandoned storage units. 
(Now taking opening bids 
on treasures stored in the 
attic space over our ga-
rage!)

Let the sofa go, I told 
my daughter. It served its 
purpose. You can get a 
new one. Give the kids 
some crackers and juice 
boxes and it will be like 
the old one in six weeks.

Lori Borgman is a columnist, author 
and speaker. Email her at lori@
loriborgman.com.

Lori 
Borgman

Artist, author finds inspiration in travels
By BRIAN ABBOTT
HP Copy Editor

A mischievous grin on a 
sculpture stuck with author 
Tess Story when she viewed 
an ancient monk’s sarcopha-
gus seven years ago, and it 
proved to be the catalyst for 
her debut novel, “A Wander-
er’s Soul.” She’s introducing 
the book during a reception 
from 1-4 p.m. today at the 
Box Factory for the Arts in 
St. Joseph.

Set in the middle of the 
14th century, the novel tells 
the story of two young plague 
survivors seeking informa-
tion about a mysterious relic 
they have discovered, a 
wooden box with cuneiform 
text.

Story, an adjunct art pro-
fessor at Lake Michigan Col-
lege in Benton Harbor, said 

much of the novel is based on 
her travels through Europe and 
Turkey. She encountered the 
monk’s inspiring grin while tour-
ing the crypts of a working mon-
astery just outside of Florence, 
Italy.

“I was so taken with the sculp-
ture,” she said. “It just stuck in 
my mind, and I started taking 
notes. It truly was a motivating 
experience.”

After a trip to Turkey two 
years later, she said she started 
writing, and “it just all started 
coming together.”

One of the classes Story teach-
es at LMC is art appreciation, 
covering ancient Greece and 
Rome right up to Medieval times. 
Wanting to study it fi rsthand is 
what led her through her travels.

“I needed to see it,” she said. 
“I wanted to go through a mon-
astery. I wanted to see the most 
important points of antiquity. It 
truly has helped me bring to life 
these places that I introduce to 
my students from fi rsthand expe-
rience.

“I wanted a way to get (stu-
dents) excited about architecture 
and artifacts, and there’s quite a 
bit of that in the book.”

Story, 54, is from Southwest 
Michigan, where she has spent 

Photos provided

Tess Story will sign copies of and discuss her 
book, “A Wanderer’s Soul,” during an event today 
at the Box Factory for the Arts in St. Joseph.

Box Factory hosts book signing today for writer’s debut novel

Young poet wins free house and finds creative haven in Detroit
By PATRICIA MONTEMURRI
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

DETROIT — As winter’s ice 
begins to melt, Detroit is unveil-
ing itself  to transplanted poet 
Casey Rocheteau.

The 29-year-old – fi rst from 
Cape Cod, Mass., Boston, Provi-
dence, R.I., and, most recently, 
Brooklyn, N.Y. – moved to De-
troit in November because she 
won a house, beating out about 
350 literary artists in the fi rst 
Write A House competition de-
signed to address what bedevils 
the city and to showcase the cre-
ativity that may rejuvenate it.

“Overall, the transition from 
Brooklyn to Detroit has been 
personally revelatory for me,” 
she wrote in her Write A House 
blog. “I fi nd myself far less tense, 
moving with less urgency and 
having time and space to dream 
and create. I am also in awe of 
the amount of gorgeous visual 
art around the city, from land-
marks such as the Heidelberg 
Project and the Detroit Institute 
of Art, to neighborhood murals 
and graffi ti writing.”

She is, she wrote, “constantly 
enchanted.”

For one thing, there’s grass 
under the snow in her backyard 
– a lawn of one’s own is often a 
rarity in high-priced New York 
City. There are kindred spirits 
nearby – locals and newcomers 
who thrive as wordsmiths, paint-
ers, sculptors and performance 
artists. There’s a glorious array 
of  fruits, foods and spices at the 
neighborhood markets operated 
by Bangladeshi and Yemeni im-
migrants, and the local Polish 
pierogi are the best she has ever 
had. There’s even the possibility 
of  Detroit-made maple syrup.

“Do you mind if  I tap into 
your maple tree?” asked Jeffrey 
Thomas, 31, who’s rehabbing 
the house across the street from 
Rocheteau. Thomas is collect-
ing sap from neighborhood 
trees to boil down into syrup.

“Sure,” said Rocheteau, who, 
when she moved into the house 
in November, didn’t know the 
leafl ess tree out front was maple, 
let alone conceiving it as a 
source of syrup. “Didn’t think 
of that.”

The encounter exemplifi es the 
“literally untapped potential,” 
of the Write A House effort and 
its goals for stabilizing and revi-
talizing this pocket of Detroit on 
the northern edge of Hamtram-
ck, a township on Detroit’s out-
skirts, said Sarah Cox, the non-
profi t’s director and cofounder.

Rocheteau has a two-year 
lease that began Nov. 1, 2014. 
The rent is just the taxes. If she 
decides to stay past two years, 
she will own the house outright, 
her name on the deed.

The creators of Write A House 
see Rocheteau’s relocation here 
as just one antidote to Detroit’s 
omnipresent image of a deterio-
rated, demolished and vacated 
city. And she also embodies its 
new buzz as a hip, affordable ha-
ven for artists.

She said she initially thought it 
was kind of crazy to apply, but 
not so crazy in the practical 
grown-up way of trying to make 
a living as a poet. Even poets 
have a bottom line.

“Please get me out of Brook-
lyn. I’m ready to go. It was so 
expensive,” said Rocheteau, ex-

plaining one of her motivations 
for applying to the contest last 
year. She repeated out loud what 
she thought to herself in a 
Brooklyn apartment: “I can’t 
own anything here. You guys 
(Detroiters) got stuff on the 
cheap, and I want it.”

Of mixed-race parentage, 
Rocheteau was intrigued with 
living in a majority African-
American city, with Detroit’s 
history as a music incubator (and 
not just Motown), and with its 
future post-bankruptcy.

One of the reasons she nailed 
the win, organizers said, is be-
cause she showed no reluctance 
to uproot to Detroit. She had 
visited the city briefl y in 2007 
while attending a college poetry 
slam competition in Ann Arbor 
and can’t even describe all of 
what she saw that one day.

The Write A House neighbor-
hood – near I-75 and Davison – 
was once predominantly Polish 
and eastern European, as well as 
African American. Beginning 
around 2000, a large community 

Jessica J. Trevino / Detroit Free Press / TNS

Casey Rocheteau, 29, in her Detroit home on March 4. Rocheteau won the house through a Write A House competition.
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ENGAGEMENTS

The Herald-Palladium pub-
lishes news for engage-
ments, weddings and anni-
versaries each Sunday.

With engagements and 
weddings, one of the couple 
must be a resident or former 
resident of the area to have 
the announcement pub-
lished. Couples celebrating 
anniversaries also must be 
residents or former resi-
dents. 

Forms are available online 
at www.TheHP.com and at 
our office, 3450 Hollywood 
Road, St. Joseph. Informa-
tion submitted will be used 
as space permits.

Engagements

Engagement stories and 
pictures are published only 
if they are received more 
than 30 days before the 
wedding date. Stories are 
published with a picture of 
the bride alone or of the 
couple alone, but the photo 
must be of good quality. 

Weddings

Wedding stories and pic-
tures will be published if 
received within six months 
after the wedding date. 
Wedding stories are pub-
lished with a picture of the 
bride alone or of the couple 
alone, but the photo must be 
of good quality. For those 
unable to get a picture from 
their wedding photographer 
within a reasonable time, 
we also accept snapshots if 

they are of good quality.

Anniversaries

Brief stories without pic-
tures will be published for 
couples celebrating anniver-
saries of 25 years and every 
five years thereafter through 
45 years. More complete 
stories and photos will be 
published of couples cele-
brating 50 years and every 
five years thereafter.

 Stories about couples cel-
ebrating 50th, 55th, 60th, 
65th or 70th anniversaries 
may be accompanied by a 
current photo (no more than 
five years old) and an origi-
nal wedding photo. Anniver-
sary stories will be pub-
lished if received within six 
months after the anniversa-
ry date. Publication dates 
cannot be guaranteed.

Photos

Photographs for the Cou-
ples Page may now be pub-
lished in color for a fee of 
$15. There is no charge for 
photographs published in 
black and white. Return of 
pictures from the Focus 
department cannot be guar-
anteed. An attempt will be 
made to return pictures 
accompanied by a self-
addressed stamped enve-
lope. Pictures not returned 
by mail can be picked up at 
The Herald-Palladium office.

Need more help? Call 429-
2400 or (800) 356-4262, 
ext. 295.

ATTENTION: COUPLES

Hays
50 years

Dwight and Donna Hays 
of Bridgman celebrated 
their 50th wedding anni-
versary with family and 
friends at D’Agostino’s in 
Bridgman.

Dwight Hays and the 
former Donna Nickel were 
married March 20, 1965, 
in St. Joseph.

Their children are: 
Dawn (Robert) Slocum of 
LamPorte, David (Teri) 

Hays of Bridgman, Darin 
Hays of Bridgman and 
Deborah (Rodney) Reese 
of Idaho.

They have nine grand-
children and one great-
grandchild.

Dwight Hays retired 
from Whirlpool and is a 
volunteer fi refi ghter for 
Lake Township.

Donna Hays is retired 
from Walgreens.

They are members of 
St. Joseph First United 
Methodist Church.  

ANNIVERSARIES

Donner
55 years

William and Barbara 
Donner of Three Oaks 
celebrated their 55th wed-
ding anniversary.

William Donner and the 
former Barbara Stick were 
married Feb. 27, 1960, in 
Three Oaks.

Their children are: Deb-
bie (Rob) Dunphy of 
Three Oaks, Cheri (Pat) 
Vance of Three Oaks and 
Billy (Tracy) Donner of 
Three Oaks.

They have fi ve grand-
children. 

William Donner is a re-
tired farmer and truck 
driver.

Barbara Donner is a re-

tired bus driver for River 
Valley and currently is a 
driver for Four Winds Ca-
sino. 

Cole-
Roberts

Colleen Cheri Cole and 
Steven Michael Roberts 
are planning a May 9 wed-
ding.

Cole, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Patrick O’Brien, 
works in childcare at With-
eral School in St. Joseph. 
She has received several 
certifi cates for infant and 
toddler care in Michigan 
and West Virginia. 

Her fi ancé, son of Iggy 
Roberts of Leesburg, Fla., 
and Amy Roberts of Hol-
land, works as a benefi ts 
specialist in Holland and 
with marketing and adver-

tising music. He has a de-
gree in marketing from 
Davenport University. 

of immigrants from Bangla-
desh resettled there. Like 
Rocheteau, they moved 
from New York City be-
cause of the low cost of 
housing.

The neighborhood also 
has become a beacon for 
artists from around the 
world, in part because of its 
affordable prices and access 
to the commercial strips of 
Hamtramck. Its recent nick-
names include NoHam (for 
north of Hamtramck) and 
Banglatown (for the heavy 
concentration of Bangla-
deshi Americans).

Artists have used neigh-
borhood bungalows as their 
palettes here before. A few 
years ago, University of 
Michigan students trans-
formed bungalows into edgy 
artworks. In 2010, a San 
Francisco art magazine, 
Juxtapoz, raised about 
$200,000 to pay artists to 
make eye-catching state-
ments out of empty homes 
on nearby Moran Street.

Write A House’s goal is to 
complement the community 
and make a visible differ-
ence.

“I’ve seen these houses 
that were just complete di-
sasters, on the verge of be-
ing on the teardown list,” 
said Write A House’s Cox. 
“The journey has been see-
ing this completely unlivable 
piece of architecture become 
somebody’s house ... and see 
blocks where no one is living 
become more fully occu-
pied.”

Write A House has pur-
chased two other houses 
near Rocheteau’s. Applica-
tions open April 27 to fi nd 
another wordsmith, who 
will move into a house across 
the street from Rocheteau’s 
place, which she calls “The 
Brave New Home.”

To those pondering a 
Write A House entry to be-
come her neighbor, Roche-
teau’s blog and poems por-
tray the many facets of 
Detroit. The motivation for 
her poem “Friday Morning 
in Detroit,” was an encoun-
ter with a man hauling a 
dented water heater down 
an alley, while she’s being in-
terviewed on video by a 
news crew. She names him 
Tiresias, after the blind 
prophet of Greek mytholo-
gy.

“He told me it was his, 
and slid through the alley

“as if we were not both ly-
ing,” reads the poem.

The poem concludes 
seemingly with more revela-
tions about Detroit ahead.

“I am here now, I tell my-
self, already home.

“What question would I 
ask of an oracle

“that time itself won’t an-
swer promptly?”

Rocheteau is trained as a 
historian, with a master’s 
degree in history from the 
New School in New York 
City, and may pursue a doc-
torate. She has worked in 
the past as a counselor for 
young adults under 21 who 
were wards of the State of 
Massachusetts. In Detroit, 
she’s teaching one day a 
week at Western Interna-
tional High School and at 
the Detroit International 
Academy for Young Wom-
en, at what was once North-
ern High School. Her work 
in the schools is through the 
InsideOut Literary Arts 
Projects, a nonprofi t that 
places poets in schools.

She enjoys most working 
with young teens – “honest 
and transparent,” she said, 
“and very charming.”

In the classroom, she en-
gages them in creative con-

versation “about why lan-
guage is important, and why 
what words you choose or 
how you construct them is 
important.” She brings them 
to slam poetry contests – a 
squad from the Young 
Women’s academy recently 
took second place at a com-
petition at the University of 
Michigan.

She relishes fi nding and 
refi ning raw talent. At the 
competition, one teenage 
girl wrote a poem the same 
day and, in a hallway, coach 
Rocheteau helped her stu-
dent parse a parting state-
ment.

“This kid is so good, geez, 
Louise,” said Rocheteau. “I 
take no credit for their win-
ning.”

From her students, Roche-
teau also gains impressions 
and images of Detroit.

“Certain areas, particu-
larly commercial areas, of-
ten make you feel as though 
you are driving through 
both space and time,” 
Rocheteau wrote in a blog 
post recently. “One of the 
most endearing things I have 
found about Detroit thus far 
is the constant reference to 
the past in a way that makes 
it feel as though there is a 
living history here.

“Even the young people 
that I work with in two De-
troit high schools can map 
out their neighborhood and 
point to the people who 
moved away or the stores 
that are no longer there,” she 
wrote. “I won’t name what 
this is for them, but I know 

in my own life when this 
kind of lacking or loss or 
desire for what once was to 
remain, I feel a strong sense 
of grief.”

There have been signs that 
Rocheteau now belongs in 
Detroit.

Her penchant for poetry 
was reinforced when an 
11th-grade teacher at Barn-
stable High School in Mas-
sachusetts showed Roche-
teau’s poems to acclaimed 
novelist poet Marge Piercy. 
Piercy, a University of 
Michigan graduate, defi ned 
her career with writings and 
refl ections attributed to her 
roots in blue-collar Detroit. 
“Marge thinks your poems 
are good,” Rocheteau re-
called her teacher telling 
her.

After she learned she won 
Write A House in Septem-
ber, Rocheteau arrived in 
Detroit for the announce-
ment and then fl ew to Sicily 
– the airfare raised in an on-
line Indiegogo campaign – 
to participate in a workshop 
sponsored by Bread Loaf, 
the prestigious writers’ con-
ference. Deprived of sleep 
over the hectic days, she said 
her dreams were fi lled with 
conversations about living 
in Detroit.

When she arrived at the 
conference, she met the guest 
of honor, Pulitzer Prize-
winning poet Philip Levine, 
best known for his poems 
about growing up in Detroit 
and refl ecting its assembly 
line grit. They talked craft as 
well as places to eat in 
Hamtramck. Levine died 
Feb. 14 at age 87.

So now Rocheteau’s voice 
is in Detroit and inspired by 
the city.

“I’m really curious about 
the struggles here,” said 
Rocheteau, of the city’s wa-
ter department shutoffs, and 
about its dearth of public 
transportation.

Rocheteau’s work can’t 
help but explore Detroit’s 
history and present, says 
Airea Matthews, a poet and 
English Department lectur-
er at the University of Mich-
igan.

“She’s bringing an imme-
diate urgent sense of what’s 
happening now and seeing it 
through fresh eyes,” said 
Matthews. “Not being from 
here helps you contextualize 
the richness and brutality of 
Detroit.”

Rocheteau doesn’t drive, 
and is waiting for winter’s 
passing before she takes les-
sons. In the meantime, she 
relies on Uber rides and city 
buses. While walking to and 
waiting for buses, she has 
noticed a welcome Detroit 
character trait.

“I should also note that 
when I tell students that I 
work with in the city about 
how friendly I fi nd Detroi-
ters,” she wrote in a blog 
post, “their response is ubiq-
uitously surprise and disbe-
lief. I typically tell them 
about how I would often try 
to say hello or smile at peo-
ple in New York or Boston 
only to be met with a brick 
wall of disinterest.”

In a few weeks, she’s re-
leasing a book called “The 
Dozens,” which she de-
scribes as a political, playful 
and vicious telling of “yo’ 
mama jokes about drone 
strikes.”

While Rocheteau fi nds 
good in the city, she doesn’t 
want to romanticize Detroit: 
Her house had been broken 
into twice during its renova-
tion. She has seen a neigh-
borhood home afl ame and 
other houses have been bro-
ken into. She has security 
bars on her windows. She 
also has a Little Library 
lending post on her front 
lawn.

“People keep asking me 
to write about Detroit. That, 
to me, is complicated. I’m 
not particularly interested in 
being the voice (of Detroit),” 
said Rocheteau. “I defer to 
someone who has been here 
longer.”

Because she also trained 
as a historian, she expects to 
stay here to see the city make 
history.

“My expectation,” she 
said, “is that I will be here 
much longer than two 
years.”

all but a few years of her 
life when she lived in Mi-
ami and New Hampshire. 
She has been teaching at 
LMC for seven years.

In addition to her work 
at LMC, she also partici-
pates in the Krasl Art Cen-
ter’s Art Angels program. 
Partnering with Lakeland 
HealthCare, she helps on-
cology and pediatrics pa-
tients and families work 
on art projects to assist 
with the healing process.

Story will lead a discus-
sion of  her novel at 2 p.m. 
at today’s event, after 
which she will sign copies 

of  the book. Copies will 
be available to purchase at 
the event, starting at 1 
p.m., and punch and cook-

ies will be served, accord-
ing to Cindy Kinney, proj-
ect manager at the Box 
Factory.

Story’s book signing co-
incides with, “Celebrating 
Creative Kids,” an exhibit 
featuring the works of  ele-
mentary art students on 
display at the Box Factory 
through Wednesday, and 
that’s no coincidence, Sto-
ry said.

“Part of  my teaching is 
for art education,” she 
said. “I wanted to get peo-
ple to come in and see 
amazing works of  art by 
children. Children’s art 
and literature – it’s what 
I’m all about.”

The novel is published 
by Tate Publishing & En-

terprises, which describes 
itself  as a “Christian-
based, family-owned main-
line publishing organiza-
tion,” according to its 
website.

Story said she does not 
consider herself  to be a 
Christian author, but the 
novel contains themes con-
sistent with Christianity.

“No one is beyond re-
demption,” she said. 
“There is an underlying 
theme of  acceptance and 
redemption. One of  the 
characters is a monk who 
accompanies the boys. He 
really embodies Christian-
ity, which is about accep-
tance and forgiveness.”

Contact: babbott@TheHP.com; 429-
2400, x236; Twitter: @HPAbbott

BOOK
From page D1

What: Book signing for 
Tess Story’s “A Wanderer’s 
Soul”

Where: Box Factory for the 
Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. 
Joseph

When: Sunday, 1-4 p.m., 
with a book discussion at 
2 p.m., followed by a book 
signing

Cost: Free; copies of the 
book available for pur-
chase retail for $25.99

HOUSE
From page D1

Jessica J. Trevino / Detroit Free Press / TNS

Casey Rocheteau, 29, reads a book in her Detroit home.

One of the most endearing 
things I have found about 
Detroit thus far is the 
constant reference to the 
past in a way that makes it 
feel as though there is a 
living history here.

CASEY ROCHETEAU
Brooklyn transplant 
and winner of  the Write A House 
contest in Detroit


