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LOCAL & STATE

By BECKY KARK
For the Herald-Palladium

BANGOR — A familiar 
face will continue to lead 
Bangor.

Council members have 
chosen Interim City Manag-
er Regina Hoover to become 
the town’s permanent man-
ager, the city’s fi fth in the last 
2 1/2 years.

“We have to have a ‘work-
ing’ manager who can func-
tion in all of the depart-
ments, I think Regina is that 
kind of person,” Mayor Nick 
Householder said Tuesday.

Councilman Jim Tanner 
agreed. “We’ve got some-
body who’s lived here all her 

life and very 
qualifi ed,” he 
said.

“I was real-
ly excited and 
h a p p y , ” 
Hoover said 
after she 
heard she had 
been chosen.

H o o v e r , 
who was selected from four 
candidates, has been serving 
as Bangor’s interim city 
manager since January, fol-
lowing the departure of 
Ryan Fellows.

She has served as Bangor 
Township supervisor for the 
last 10 years and was offi ce 
manager of State Farm In-

surance agency in Bangor 
for 12 years before resigning 
in January to become the 
city’s interim manager. 

State Farm is owned by 
Councilwoman Lynne 
Farmer, who recused herself  
from voting at Tuesday’s spe-
cial meeting.

Not everyone on the coun-
cil favored hiring Hoover. 

Danny Fry, who cast the 
lone no vote, said he thought 
Dale Stuart of Clarkston 
had more experience and 
education. Stuart served as a 
city manager in Cheboygan 
and Keego Harbor for a to-
tal of eight years. Prior to 
that he was supervisor of In-
dependence Township in 

Clarkston from 1991-2004.
“I was impressed by (Stu-

art),” Fry said. “I know it 
(his salary projection) looked 
unaffordable, but I’d like to 
throw (a salary proposal) out 
to him.”

Other council members 
agreed that Stuart’s resume 
and interview before council 
members on Saturday was 
favorable.

“He had a ton of knowl-
edge,” Councilman Lucas 
Koenig said.

But several council mem-
bers worried the city wouldn’t 
be able to match Stuart’s sal-
ary proposal.

“It’s $20,000 higher than 
our budget,” Councilman 

Harold Bator said, referring 
to the $58,000 per year the 
city has been paying its man-
agers.

Council members indicat-
ed concern about the dis-
tance Stuart lives from Ban-
gor. Clarkston is about two 
hours away from Bangor. 
Council members said Stu-
art told them his family 
would continue to reside in 
Clarkston, but he would rent 
an apartment in Bangor and 
commute home on the week-
ends.

“Right now we have a 
person (Hoover) vested in 
this community,” Council-
man Fred Hicks said. “His 
family lives two hours away. 

I’d rather go with what I 
know.”

Now that they have select-
ed Hoover, the mayor and 
city attorney will draw up a 
salary and contract, which 
will be presented at the next 
council meeting, April 6.

Householder suggested a 
starting salary of $52,000 
with health insurance, two 
weeks of vacation and one 
week of personal time.

If Hoover reaches a salary 
agreement, she will have to 
resign her position as Ban-
gor Township supervisor. 
The township then would 
have to appoint a supervisor 
to take her place until her 
term of offi ce ends in 2016.

Bangor makes Hoover permanent city manager

HOOVER

By SCOTT AIKEN
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — An Ore-
gon man has fi led paper-
work seeking an election to 
recall Berrien County Trea-
surer Bret Witkowski.

Ryan Flamand alleges in 
a petition fi led Wednesday 
with the state Bureau of 
Elections that Witkowski 
had an extramarital affair 
during work hours and sent 
a large number of explicit 
text messages to women.

However, Flamand in an 
email to The Herald-Palla-
dium said he does not expect 
to collect signatures to move 
the recall forward. Flamand 
said he is “just putting (it) 
on record as his behavior is 
immoral.”

Flamand claims the result 
of an affair was lost produc-
tivity and missed meetings. 
On one occasion, he alleges, 

Witkowski 
took tax 
money to a 
private resi-
dence while 
en route to 
make a de-
posit.

The peti-
tion was fi led 
with the state 

because it involves a county 
offi ce holder. A clarity-fac-
tual hearing is to be held by 
the Board of State Canvass-
ers in 10-20 days.

Flamand lists a St. Joseph 
address on the recall peti-
tion but told police he now 
lives in Corvallis, Ore. His 
allegations were investigated 
by the state police, and Fla-
mand included the police 
report in an email he sent to 
The Herald-Palladium.

Earlier this month, Detec-
tive Sgt. Todd Petersen of 
the Coldwater post, who 
conducted the investigation, 
told Flamand that nothing 
illegal was uncovered.

Peterson interviewed Wit-
kowski, Flamand and his 

wife and others. The offi cer 
also reviewed Witkowski’s 
county email account.

The investigation was ini-
tiated by Berrien County 
Prosecutor Michael Sepic, 
who took the action in re-
sponse to an allegation by 
Flamand that Witkowski 
may have illegally used his 
position.

Peterson said he advised 
Flamand that it seemed his 
biggest concern was the af-
fair Witkowski had with his 
wife, and that while morally 
unacceptable, it would not be 
investigated or prosecuted.

Witkowski, who is mar-
ried, is serving his third, 
four-year term as county 
treasurer. Prior to that he 
was a county commissioner.

Witkowski is also Stevens-
ville village manager and 
serves on the Benton Har-
bor Receivership Transition 
Advisory Board.

He declined to comment 
on Flamand’s allegations.

“Recalls are allowed un-
der Michigan law and I re-
spect that right,” Witkowski 

said. “I also respect the right 
of freedom of speech.

“As county treasurer, this 
is a 24-7 job to keep people 
in their homes and proper-
ties and I will continue to do 
that.”

According to the state 
elections bureau, each stated 
reason for the recall is to be 
based on the offi cer’s con-
duct during his or her cur-
rent term.

Each reason for the recall 
must be factual and of suf-
fi cient clarity to enable the 
offi cer whose recall is sought 
and voters to identify the 
course of conduct that is the 
basis for the recall.

If any reason for the recall 
is found not factual or of 
suffi cient clarity, the entire 
recall petition is rejected.

If petition wording is ap-
proved, Flamand would have 
180 days to collect about 
11,000 signatures to trigger a 
recall election. The number 
represents 25 percent of the 
total number of votes case 
for all governor candidates in 
the last election.

Witkowski target of recall

WITKOWSKI

Organizer admits he 
probably won’t seek 
petition signatures

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Joining 
Key Club opened doors for 
St. Joseph High School ju-
nior Sahana Harikrishnan 
that she never would have 
expected.

That includes the gover-
norship of the Key Clubs 
all across Michigan. 
Harikrishnan was selected 
by her peers for the offi ce 
at a leadership conference 
March 13-15.

It’s a big step forward for 
the student who didn’t 
know much about Key 
Club, the junior service or-
ganization of Kiwanis, 
when she attended fresh-
men orientation three years 
ago.

A scrapbook with pho-
tos of many of the club’s 
activities, such as Trick or 
Treat for Unicef, looked 
like fun, she recalled.

As time went on, she 
took on more leadership 
roles, including serving as 
the Michigan district’s lieu-
tenant governor for 2014-
15.

As the new governor, she 
wants to build on the ac-
complishments of previous 
leaders statewide, while 
strengthening her group 
here at home.

“It’s all about service,” 
said Laurie Kelly, faculty 

Key Clubs open door 
to service for students
SJ High junior 
elected Michigan 
Key Club governor

Don Campbell / HP staff

Sahana Harikrishnan, a junior at St. Joseph High School, has been chosen Michigan Key Club 
governor, the highest statewide office for the community service organization. Key Clubs at St. 
Joseph, Benton Harbor, Lakeshore and Lake Michigan Catholic high schools are supported by 
the St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Kiwanis Club.

BERRIEN COUNTY

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— The cost of getting an 
education at Lake Michigan 
College is going up by 3.4 to 
3.9 percent overall this fall.

LMC trustees adopted the 
new rates by a 5-1 vote in 
Tuesday’s meeting. Board 
Chairwoman Mary Jo 
Tomasini, Treasurer Judy 
Truesdell, Secretary Debra 
Johnson and Trustees Paul 
Bergan and David Maysick 
voted to support the increas-
es, with Trustee Stephen 
Small dissenting. Vice Chair-
man Michael Lindley was 
absent.

LMC President Bob Har-
rison said the new rates re-
fl ect the rising cost of doing 
business, including a project-
ed 5-8 percent rise in em-
ployee health insurance 
costs.

“The cost of electricity’s 
gone up, health insurance 
goes up. The amount of 
money we get from the state 
has gone up a little bit, but it 
stays relatively fl at,” Harri-
son said after the meeting.

The new rates take effect 
with the fall semester, after 
LMC’s new fi scal year begins 
July 1.

The changes include a 
$4.50-per-contact-hour in-
crease for in-district students 
to $94; a $7.10-per-contact-
hour increase for out-of-dis-
trict students to $145.50; and 
a $10.30-per-contact-hour 
increase for international 
students to $213, according 
to fi gures provided by the 
college.

The board didn’t raise any 
fees, which range from $1 
(Student Senate campus 
fund) to $13 (facilities, tech-
nology) and $14 (general ac-
ademic).

By leaving fees where they 
are, the board effectively re-
duced the impact of the tu-
ition increase – once both 
categories are taken into ac-

count, said LMC spokes-
woman Candice Elders.

As a result, tuition increas-
es for in-district students ef-
fectively dropped from 5 to 
3.4 percent, and from 5.1 to 
3.9 percent for their in-state 
peers, she said.

According to a chart re-
leased by the college, even 
after Tuesday’s vote, LMC 
will still remain about 13 
percent cheaper than South-
western Michigan College in 
Dowagiac.

LMC went without rais-
ing tuition from 2006 to 
2010, the chart shows.

Small said his reasons for 
voting no were “almost the 
same as last year.” 

As he said last year, Small 
said it’s inappropriate to 
raise tuition when many lo-
cal residents are worrying 
about how to fund an educa-
tion.

“There’s a national move-
ment to ask taxpayers, rather 
than students, to pay tuition 
fees – that is, to treat com-
munity college as we treat 
K-12. That adds another di-
mension to this (issue), that 
tuition should be kept as low 
as possible,” he said.

Harrison said the college 
is sensitive to those concerns, 
which it takes into account 
in implementing any increase 
so that students can plan.

“The reason we do it now 
is that we publish the fall 
schedule in April, and we 
want students to understand, 
as they register for classes, 
what it will cost,” he said.

All budget categories are 
running on target right now, 
but the 2015-16 fi scal year 
picture won’t take shape for 
a couple more months, he 
said.

“We’re still in the negotia-
tion phase with our insur-
ance carriers. The budget 
will be presented at the June 
meeting, and by then, we 
should have all the numbers 
buttoned down,” Harrison 
said.

Official site rising health care costs

LMC tuition 
to rise in fall

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

COLOMA — If the 
name Tuscany Hills sounds 
familiar, it’s because it was 
the name of a Coloma 
Township residential devel-
opment that never got off  
the ground.

Now the new owner of 
the 12-acre development 
site off Red Arrow High-
way is proposing a scaled-
down condominium project 
but plans to retain the name 

Tuscany Hills.
The township Planning 

Commission voted Wednes-
day night to recommend 
Township Approval of the 
project.

Developer Tim Dockerty 
owns the Woodland Terrace 
of Paw Paw Lake assisted 
living facility next to the 
site. He also owns Wood-
land Terrace facilities in 
Niles and Bridgman.

The new version of Tusca-
ny Hills will have 26 condo-
minium units, mostly in three-
unit buildings, Dockerty said. 
There will also be a club-
house, with pool and gym.

Tuscany Hills 
proposal returns
But developer offers 
scaled-down project 
for Coloma Twp.

See KEY CLUBS, page B2

See TUSCANY, page B2


