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ENTERTAINMENT

By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

“Underwater Dreams,” from 
writer-director Mary Mazzio, is the 
kind of fi lm Leslie Sullivan gets 
excited about.

The 2014 documentary, narrated by 
Michael Peña, chronicles a group 
of Arizona high school 
students – sons of undocu-
mented Mexican immi-
grants – who learned 
how to build an 
underwater robot to 
win a prestigious 
national tournament 
over top-funded univer-
sity programs.

If the story seems 
familiar, it may be because 
George Lopez recently starred in 
“Spare Parts,” the fi ctionalized feature 
fi lm based, in part, on Mazzio’s 
documentary.

“It’s about a group of kids living on 
the margins of society who end up 
competing against Harvard and MIT,” 
says Sullivan, the New York City 
transplant and documentarian who 

created the 10-day Coastline 
Children’s Film Festival, which 
opens Friday in its fi fth season at 
venues throughout Southwest 
Michigan and northern Indiana. 
“I know there is a population of 
students here who can relate to 
this story, and robotics teams 

are very popular in our area. 
More than that, it’s just 

an uplifting fi lm that’s 
beautifully done.”

“Underwater 
Dreams” will be 
shown at 4 p.m. 
Sunday in The 
Oak Room at The 

Citadel in Benton 
Harbor, followed by 
a post-screening 

discussion titled “Outside 
The Frame: Telling Stories 
That Matter” with panelists 
Doreen Bartoni, professor and 
former dean of media arts at 
Columbia College (Chicago); 
Re Lynn Hansen, associate 
professor of creative writing at 

Coastline

‘Dixie Swim Club’ chronicles a friendship
By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Those who 
know Christy Sloan may see the 
irony in the defi ning personality 
trait of her latest character.

“Sheree is the organized leader 
of these women,” Sloan says. “She 
was the team captain in college so 
she has decided it is her duty and 
mission to keep all the girls to-
gether. Once they are together she 
structures and organizes every-
thing for them. That’s a role they 
let her play.”

Sloan pauses, then adds, “It’s 
been a bit of a stretch for me. 
Let’s just say organization is not 
my strong suit.”

That, however, hasn’t stopped 
the veteran actress from diving 
into the role in the Twin City 
Players production of “The Dixie 
Swim Club,” which opens Friday 
for a nine-date run through the 
end of March. 

The comedy, written by Jessie 
Jones, Nicholas Hope and Jamie 
Wooten, centers on fi ve South-
ern women, whose friendships 
began on their college swim 
team. Every August, they set 
aside a long weekend – free from 
husbands, kids and jobs – at the 

same beach cottage on North 
Carolina’s Outer Banks to catch 
up, laugh and meddle in each 
other’s lives.

“They’ve maintained their 
friendships even with its chal-
lenges from time to time, and 
this is their retreat where they go 
to share all their life’s joys, heart-
aches, divorces, stories, every-
thing,” says Larry Nielsen, who 
directs the TCP production. “It’s 
just a hoot. It’s a good journey 
for each of  the actresses to make. 
You’ll laugh until you pee and 
you might even shed a tear.”

There’s Sheree (Sloan), the 
spunky team captain, who tries 
to maintain her organized life; 
Dinah (Beth DeCoursey), the 
wisecracking overachiever whose 
victories in the courtroom con-
trast the frustrations of  her per-
sonal life; Lexie (Beth Ander-
son), who is determined to hold 
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FILM FEST CUES UP FLICKS FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Kristy Noack / HP Correspondent

Beth Anderson as Lexie, from left, Peggy Harrington as Vernadette, and Beth 
DeCoursey as Dinah star in Twin City Players’ production of “The Dixie Swim 
Club,” which opens Friday for a nine-date run at the playhouse.

Latest TCP production checks in with a group of friends over the course of 33 years

What: Twin City Players present 
“The Dixie Swim Club”

When: 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 
and March 20, 21, 27 and 28, 
and 2 p.m. Sunday and March 22 
and 29

Where: Twin City Players Play-
house, 600 W. Glenlord Road, 
St. Joseph

How much: $15, $12 for seniors

Contact: 429-0400 or 
twincityplayers.org

Photo provided

“Underwater Dreams” will screen as part of 
the 2015 Coastline Children’s Film Festival.See COASTLINE, page D5

For a complete 
guide to the movies 

playing at the Coastline 
Children’s Film Festival, 

see Page D2.

See SWIM CLUB, page D6

A modern 
twist on  
a classic 
Twain tale

By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

BENTON HARBOR — In 
Mark Twain’s 1889 novel, “A Con-
necticut Yankee in King Arthur’s 
Court,” 19th-century man Hank 
Morgan, after a blow to the head, 
awakens in sixth-century England 
and the time of King Arthur.

Sparked by Twain’s own dream 
in which he was a knight severely 
inconvenienced by the weight of 
his armor, the book has been seen 
as both a satire of romanticized 
ideas of chivalry, as well as a com-
mentary on the industrialization 
of America.

But what if Twain’s book were 
written for the 21st century? 

That’s the foundation of Jeffrey 
Hatcher’s commissioned adapta-
tion of “A Connecticut Yankee in 
King Arthur’s Court” for The 
Acting Company, which performs 
the new touring production Satur-
day at the Lake Michigan College 
Mendel Center Mainstage The-
atre.

“Twain was looking at the in-
dustrialization of America, and 
all the manufacturing happening, 
with an eye of cynicism,” says Ian 
Belknap, The Acting Company’s 
artistic director, who also directed 
this production. “In a way, we live 
in a not dissimilar time. Obviously 
our advancement is surrounded 
by technology. In the book, Hank 
travels with an almanac and that’s 
how he remembers things in the 
future. In Jeff’s story he has an iP-
hone that somehow works in 
sixth-century Camelot.”

In The Acting Company’s ad-
aptation, Hank (Andy Nogasky) 
awakens in Camelot where he en-
counters King Arthur (Adam 
Mondschein), Lancelot (Torsten 
Johnson), Guinevere (Angels Ja-
nas) and Merlin (Ian Gould), as-
tonishing the Middle Age crowd 

LMC’s Mendel Center 
to host adaptation of 
‘A Connecticut Yankee 
in King Arthur’s Court’

What: The Acting Company pres-
ents Mark Twain’s “A Connecticut 
Yankee in King Arthur’s Court”

When: 8 p.m. Saturday

Where: Lake Michigan College 
Mendel Center Mainstage The-
atre, 2755 E. Napier Ave., Benton 
Harbor

How much: $25-$30

Contact: 927-1221 or 
www.lmcmainstage.org

Artist info: theactingcompany.
org

See YANKEE, page D6
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on to her looks as long as 
possible, and enjoys get-
ting married so much she 
does it over and over 
again; the sweet, eager-to-
please Jeri Neal (Beth 
Sekellick), who experienc-
es a late entry into moth-
erhood that takes them all 
by surprise; and the self-
deprecating and acerbic 
Vernadette (Peggy Har-
rington), who is so acutely 
aware of  the dark cloud 
that hovers over her life 
that she has decided to 
just embrace the chaos.  

“Every crowd has some-
one in their group who 
has a black cloud that fol-
lows them everywhere 
they go,” Harrington says. 
“Well, that’s kind of  Ver-
nadette. You’d never know 
it by her attitude. She’s 
got a sense of  humor that 
just won’t quit. She’s al-
ways looking for a way to 
lighten the tone of  con-
versations.”

The play begins in 1982, 
22 years after they met in 
college, and spans a total 
of  33 years, checking in 
on the group in 1987, 1992 
and present day. As their 
lives unfold and the years 
pass, these women in-
creasingly rely on one an-
other, through advice and 
raucous repartee, to get 
through the challenges 
that life flings at them.

“One of  the trickiest 
things is just the physical-
ity of  going from a 
44-year-old to a 77-year-
old with four points along 
the way,” Sloan says. 
“People who are 77 prob-
ably have thought I’m a 
little creepy because I’ve 
been staring at them a lot 
to see how you change 
your movements as you 
get older.”

With the age differences 

also comes some very 
quick costume, wig, make-
up and set changes for the 
cast and crew.

“It’s kind of  fun when 
you have that extra pres-
sure,” Sloan says. “As long 
as everyone gets changed 
and back on stage in time, 
then it’s fun.” 

Harrington says that 
the play offers the ensem-
ble cast more than just 
physical challenges.

“Comedy isn’t as easy 
as you think,” she adds. 
“Timing is everything. 
Even one-liners that seem 
hilarious on the page 
aren’t so funny if  they’re 
delivered wrong. I’m hav-
ing fun experimenting and 
testing the ways things 
sound just to make sure I 
get it right because there’s 
no bigger rush than get-
ting that laugh.”

Of course, much like 
their characters, the five 
women also have bonded 
over the course of  rehears-
als.

“Larry Nielsen is so 
smart,” Sloan says. “He 
cast everyone in just the 
right spot, and we bonded 
from the first time we read 
the script. Then it was let’s 
get together before re-
hearsal and do this, and 
let’s get together after re-
hearsal for a drink. It 
doesn’t take long to start 
understanding where 
these characters are com-
ing from. There really is 
nothing like the company 
of  women.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 
932-0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio

SWIM CLUB
From page D1

Kristy Noack / HP Correspondent

Christy Sloan and Beth DeCoursey share a scene during 
rehearsal for the Twin City Players’ production of “The Dixie 
Swim Club,” which follows the enduring friendships between 
five women. 

Photo provided / Heidi Bohnenkamp

Andy Nogasky plays Hank and Grant Fletcher Prewitt plays Clarence in The Acting Company/Guthrie Theater production of “A Con-
necticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court.” The play will be staged Saturday at Lake Michigan College’s Mendel Center.

YANKEE
From page D1

with heroic fireworks, mod-
ern medicine and electricity. 
These tricks from the future 
initially advance and im-
prove King Arthur’s Court 
but society ultimately strug-
gles to evolve in this satirical 
tale.

“You’ve got such vivid 
characters that have such 
wonderful dimension to 
them. It makes it easy to 
have fun with it,” says Grant 
Fletcher Prewitt, who por-
trays Clarence the servant in 
the production. “I play one 
of the servants who has a 
nice back-and-forth banter 
with Hank throughout the 
play. I’m this sidekick char-
acter that helps Hank find 
his way through this strange 
world in the past. It’s very 
lighthearted, very goofy, 
and filled with Jeffrey’s wit-
ticisms.”

This is Hatcher’s fifth 
project with The Acting 
Company, which was found-
ed in 1972 by producer/di-

rector/actor John House-
man and its current 
producing director Margot 
Harley with members of the 
first graduating class of Juil-
liard’s Drama Division. 
Some of his other works in-
clude “Three Viewings,” 
“Scotland Road,” “To Fool 
the Eye” and “The Turn of 
the Screw.” Hatcher wrote 
much of “A Connecticut 
Yankee in King Arthur’s 
Court,” with input from 

both Belknap and the cast.
“A Connecticut Yankee in 

King Arthur’s Court” was 
first presented in residency 
at Minneapolis’ Guthrie 
Theater before beginning its 
national tour. 

“There’s no looking at the 
stage direction or what oth-
ers did in a previous produc-
tion,” Belknap says. “Usu-
ally a director’s job is always 
to follow the playwright’s 
intention, but in something 

like this, the director be-
comes a bridge between that 
process. The author’s sitting 
right there and he’s writing 
for the people actually in 
the production. Anytime a 
new work lives in the room, 
you create it together and 
you’re all on the ground 
floor, which is the most ex-
hilarating thing about work-
ing in this theater.” 

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 932-
0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio
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Bring in this ad and 
receive 15% off 

your purchases of 
$10 or more!!  
Expiration: 3/31/15.

406 State St | St Joseph | 269-983-3300

It’s March Madness at Purely Michigan!

adnum=60485572

Spring - Easter - St. Patricks Day....Fun 

OPEN HOUSE!

The Christmas Tree
4 miles North of St. Joseph on M-63, left at the blinking light

Bring Spring 
to your table early!    

Special Open House Price...   $10.00 for a 
Beautiful big bunch of Daffodils (look so real)

 Friday March 13th  and 
Saturday March 14th

Pick a Lucky egg 
with purchase...

every egg a 
winner!

Register to win one 
of the following: 

Sampling in the 
Incredible Edibles Room!
and as always...enjoy 

refreshments!

adnum=60602591

The Boulevard Inn & Bistro on the Boulevard 
Located downtown: 521 Lake Boulevard, St. Joseph, MI 49085                       

Wine Tasting Event  

SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2015 
Hotel Lobby from 5:00 - 7:00pm 

Diva Days
Each Diva will enjoy: 

ADMISSION 
$25

adnum=60464586

Check All Our Specials On:
tosis.com

Check TOSIS.COM for 

upcoming events like our 

wine dinner April 23rd.

Want to watch the basketball 
tournament without the rowdy 
crowd? Watch the game in a 

quieter atmosphere with great 
dinner specials and draft beer at 

Tosi’s!


