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play movie music to have 
some sort of visual of the 
movie itself,” Fountain 
says. “The Disney com-
pany saw this, too, and so 
they created a program 
that incorporates suites 
from many of their movies 
with a rather sophisticated 
visual element. There will 
be a continuous montage 
that essentially tells the 
story of the movie and are 
directly related to the 
music that we are playing. 
It’s very cleverly done, and 
quite effective.”

The program opens with 
“Disney Classics Over-
ture,” and sonically 
traverses the Disney fi lm 
catalog with suites from 
“Tarzan,” “The Little 
Mermaid,” “Hercules,” 
“Mary Poppins,” “Beauty 
& The Beast,” “Rescuers 
Down Under,” “Aladdin,” 
“Mulan,” “The Hunch-
back of Notre Dame” and 
“The Lion King.”

“The Tarzan Suite has 
such wonderful percussion 
parts,” Fountain says. 
“You can almost hear the 
rhythms of Africa in the 
percussion section there. 
To hear those played live is 

going to be fascinating.  
And then some of this is 
just fun. Aladdin is just a 
really fun score, and 
there’s wonderful musical 
in there that’s very evoca-
tive.”

One of the clear high-
lights both musically and 
visually comes from “The 
Mary Poppins Fantasy.” 
The music was composed 
in 1964 by the Sherman 
Brothers, the American 
songwriting duo of Robert 
and Richard Sherman, 
who wrote more motion-
picture musical song 
scores than any other 

songwriting team in fi lm 
history.

“The suite has sort of 
stitched together one tune 
to another very rapidly, 
and it’s more of a com-
plete composition in that 
sense,” Fountain says. “It’s 
more like the development 
section from a symphony. 
The music is much more 
inventive than other movie 
suites you might have 
heard. It’s like someone’s 
dream of the soundtrack 
of Mary Poppins. It also 
has a bit of a different 
visual element to it as well. 
It takes some original line 
drawings from their library 
archives used as a mon-
tage, which is really quite 
fascinating. Of course 
there’s a huge nostalgic 
element to our enjoyment 
of this kind of thing. 
Hearing suites from the 
soundtrack brings back 
those moments without 
watching the movie 
again.”

To tie into the idea that 
Disney has in fact touched 
the lives of just about 
everyone for the past nine 
decades, Fountain will 
have members of the 
orchestra introduce each 
piece of music.

“I think it will be fun for 
them, and fun for the 

audience to see them in a 
different light,” Fountain 
says. “So nine members 
will stand up and do one 
of these introductions 
from their chair in the 
orchestra that sort of sets 
the scene. I think it will 
bring everyone together in 
an interesting way.”

Fountain is also quick to 
point out that just because 
this pop concert centers on 
the music from lighter fi lm 
fare it doesn’t mean the 
scores themselves aren’t 
incredibly complex.

“The importance of a 
soundtrack to the success 
of a movie cannot be 
overestimated,” Fountain 
says. “The reason for that 
is the incredible sophistica-
tion in the way some of 
these pieces are put togeth-
er and the brilliance at 
which they successfully 
evoke a character or a 
moment. It takes a 
tremendous talent to be 
able to do this. This is 
music of substantial 
diffi culty and complexity 
and I know that, as usual, 
I’m going to be astonished 
at the skill of these 
incredible musicians. It 
makes you constantly 
humbled by their talent.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 
932-0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio

IN BRIEF
St. Joseph choir joins 
LMC for spring concert

BENTON HARBOR — 
The St. Joseph High School 
Concert Choir, under the 
direction of  Beth Grey-
Roll, will join the Lake 
Michigan College Concert 
Choir and LMC Voices, 
under the direction of 
Marcus Roll, for their 
spring choral concert at 
7:30 p.m. tonight at LMC’s 
Mendel Center Mainstage 
Theatre, 2755 E. Napier 
Ave.

The program includes 
the fi rst movement of  John 
Rutter’s “Gloria”; William 
Dawson’s spiritual “Soon-
ah Will Be Done”; Samual 
Barber’s “Sure on this 
Shining Night”; Randall 
Thompson’s “The Last 
Words of  David”; and Jo-
seph Martin’s “The Awak-
ening.” LMC Voices sing a 
set of  madrigals by Thom-
as Morley as well as songs 
made popular by Ray 
Charles and Billy Joel.

Tickets are $7, $5 for se-
niors, and free for stu-
dents.

For more information, 
call 927-1221 or visit 
lmcmainstage.org.

SMC vocal ensembles 
present spring concert

DOWAGIAC — South-
western Michigan Col-
lege’s Concert Choir and 
Select Voices, under the di-
rection of  David Carew, 
will perform their spring 
choral concert at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday at Southwestern 
Michigan College’s Dale A 
Lyons Building Theatre, 
58900 Cherry Grove 
Road.

The program includes 
Jason Robert Brown’s “A 
Brand New You”; Eric 
Whitacre’s “Animal Crack-
ers, Volume 1”;  “Credo,” 
from Franz Schubert’s 
Mass in G; a medley from 
George Gershwin’s “Porgy 
and Bess”; Victor Young 
and Edward Heyman’s 
“When I Fall in Love”; and 
Keith Hampton’s “Praise 
His Holy Name.” 

Admission is free, but 
donations are accepted.

For more information, 
call 782-1280 or visit 
swmich.edu.

Twin City Players hold 
second stage auditions

ST. JOSEPH — The 
Twin City Players hold au-
ditions for its second stage 
productions of  “My Big 
Gay Italian Funeral,” by 
Anthony Wilkinson, and 
“8,” by Dustin Lance 
Black, at 3 p.m. Friday at 
OutCenter, 132 Water St., 
Benton Harbor, and 6 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday on the 
TCP Campus, 600 W. Glen-
lord Road.

Participants may audi-
tion for one production or 
both. Those cast in “My 
Big Gay Italian Wedding” 
will also appear in “8,” but 
those auditioning have the 
option of  only participat-
ing in “8.” Auditions in-
clude readings from the 
scripts. A prepared mono-
logue is not required, but 
encouraged. 

“My Big Gay Italian Fu-
neral,” which picks up 
where “My Big Gay Italian 
Wedding” left off, offers 
roles for seven men and 
seven women. Performance 
dates are Aug. 13-16, and 
21-23. “8,” a new play 
about marriage equality, 
will have a single staged 
reading on Aug. 1 in part-
nership with the OutCen-
ter’s Lake Effect Pride 
Event weekend.

For more information, 
call 429-0400 or visit 
twincityplayers.org.

Staged readings slated 
for playwright contest

DOWAGIAC — Staged 
readings of  “A German 
Party,” by Elizabeth Fran-
kel, “Moxie,” by Graham 
Techler, and “Atlanta,” by 
Gregory Strasser, are 7:30 
p.m. Friday and Saturday 
and 2 p.m. Sunday at The 
Beckwith Theatre, 100 New 
York Ave.

The readings are part of 
The Beckwith and Dog-
wood Fine Arts Festival’s 
Emerging Playwright com-
petition. Audiences will 

judge each play. The win-
ning script will be read on 
May 11 as part of  the Dog-
wood Fine Arts Festival.

“A German Party,” pre-
sented Friday, centers on 
seven childhood friends 
who reunite at a party out-
side of  Berlin in 1932, one 
month before Adolf  Hitler 
takes power. “Moxie,” pre-
sented Saturday, features 
reclusive literature profes-
sor Joens Hjort, who unex-
pectedly accepts a weekend 
invitation from a group of 
students. And “Atlanta,” 
presented Sunday, centers 
on a group of  people who 
have taken shelter from a 
disease that has swept 
across the world.  

Admission is free. 
For more information, 

call 782-7653 or visit www.
beckwiththeatre.com or 
dogwoodfi nearts.org.

Blue Water Ramblers 
return to Box Factory

ST. JOSEPH — The 
Blue Water Ramblers re-
turn for a 7:30 p.m. concert 
Saturday at Box Factory 
for the Arts, 1101 Broad 
St.

Formed in 2002, the folk 
trio of  Banjo-Jim Foerch, 
R.H. “Bear” Berends and 
Tom DeVries is known for 
a repertoire that comes 
from the history of  the 
Great Lakes region, as well 
as Civil Rights-era protest 
songs, gospel music and 
children’s ditties.

Tickets are $10, $8 for 
students and seniors, and 
free for children 12 and 
younger.

For more information, 
call 983-3688 or visit www.
boxfactoryforthearts.org.

AU’s Wind Symphony 
plays spring concert

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— The Andrews Universi-
ty Wind Symphony, direct-
ed by Alan Mitchell, pres-
ents their spring concert at 
4 p.m. Sunday at Andrews 
University’s Howard Per-
forming Arts Center, 4160 
E. Campus Circle Drive.

The program features 
the Michigan premiere of 
“For Those Who Wait” by 
Gregory Youtz and “Con-
nacht Rhapsody” by David 
Holsinger. Both selections 
were jointly commissioned 
by Andrews University 
and other universities. 

Other highlights include 
Roland Seitz’s “March 
Grandioso”; the fi fth 
movement from Malcolm 
Arnold’s “English Dances, 
Set 2”; highlights from 
“Frozen” arranged by Ste-
phen Bulla; Edward Ger-
man’s “Three Dances” 
from “Henry VIII.” The 
Andrews University Jazz 
Ensemble also performs 
Kris Berg’s “Pecking Or-
der”; Andy Farber’s 
“Bling”; and “Second 
Line” arranged by Victor 
L. Goins.

Tickets are $5, $3 for 
students and seniors, and 
free for children 12 and 
younger.

For more information, 
call 471-3560, 888-467-6442 
or visit howard.andrews.
edu.

Frank Sinatra Jr.’s tour 
coming to Four Winds

NEW BUFFALO — 
Frank Sinatra Jr.’s “Sina-
tra Sings Sinatra, As I Re-
member It: The Centennial 
Celebration” tour makes a 
June 12 stop at Four Winds 
Casino Resort’s Silver 
Creek Event Center, 11111 
Wilson Road. 

Frank Sinatra Jr. pays 
homage to his famous fa-
ther, by singing the songs 
that defi ne the Sinatra leg-
end, including “Come Fly 
With Me,” “New York, 
New York,” “Strangers in 
the Night” and of  course, 
“My Way.” Sinatra Jr. also 
delivers fi rst-hand recol-
lections of  life on and off  
stage with his iconic father 
with excerpts from his 
fi lms, family photos and 
more. 

Tickets, which go on sale 
at 10 a.m. Friday, start at 
$50.

For more information, 
call 866-494-6371 or 800-
745-3000, or visit www.
fourwindscasino.com or 
www.ticketmaster.com.

‘Monkey Kingdom’ reveals 
a revolution in cuteness
“Monkey Kingdom,” 

Disneynature’s lat-
est Earth Day offering, is 
an intriguing peek inside 
the social structure of ma-
caque monkey society in Sri 
Lanka.

So while 
it’s got plenty 
of cute ma-
caque mon-
keys, playing 
and cavort-
ing, there’s 
also a little 
social com-
mentary in 
the mirror the monkey 
movie holds up to us.

It’s about Maya, a young 
female trapped, by birth, 
among “the low born.” 
The alpha male and three 
testy red-faced queens, 
“the sisters,” get the dry 
sleeping quarters, the rip-
est fi gs in the top of  the 
tree, fi rst pick of  the mush-
rooms and assorted other 
fruits that make up the 
diet of  their tribe of  50.

Maya, as Tina Fey nar-
rates, “gets the scraps. This 
is what it means to be last 
in line.”

When she has a baby by 
a displaced male looking 
for a community to join, 
her story becomes a single 
mom’s tale, protecting tiny 
Kip from a monitor lizard 
and other external dan-
gers, and the cruelty of 
“the sisters” and an unjust 
social hierarchy.

Heavy stuff, not that the 

very young members of 
Generation ADHD will 
catch all of  it.

But they may be both-
ered by the violence. Ma-
caque cliques go at it, with 
their vampire fangs fl ash-
ing and expressive eye-

brows expressing rage in 
attacks designed to uproot 
Maya’s tribe from Castle 
Rock and the abandoned 
ancient Sri Lankan city 
that they call home.

“Monkey Kingdom” be-
gins cloyingly, with frol-
icking set to “Hey Hey 
We’re the Monkees.” The 
arrival of  Kumar, Maya’s 
monkey-love, prompts a 
cover of  Salt-n-Peppa and 
En Vogue’s “Whatta 
Man.”

And even the violence 
and social commentary to 
come is leavened by comi-
cal food raids on humani-
ty – a child’s birthday par-

ty is ruined, a town market 
is overwhelmed by wily, 
quick-witted and light-
fi ngered macaques.

But entertainment value 
and catering to their very 
young audience aside, 
“Chimpanzee” fi lmmakers 
Mark Linfi eld and Alastair 
Fothergill never stray far 
from the overarching mis-
sion of  Disney’s noblest 
fi lm endeavor – capturing 
natural worlds and animal 
behavior at its rawest. The 
gorgeous fl ora and fauna 
of  Sri Lanka are well-rep-
resented, even as the mon-
key business ranges from 
cute to cutesy.

What: The Southwest 
Michigan Symphony 
Orchestra presents “The 
Magical Music of Disney”

When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday

Where: Lake Michigan 
College Mendel Center 
Mainstage Theatre, 2755 
E. Napier Ave., Benton 
Harbor

How much: $20-$37, 
$20-$32 for seniors, $5 
for students

Contact: 982-4030 or 
www.smso.org

Roger
Moore

Walt Disney Studios photos / TNS

Maya and Kip in Disneynature’s “Monkey Kingdom.”

‘Monkey Kingdom’
✭ ✭ ✭

Narrated by : Tina Fey

Written and directed by: 
Mark Linfield and Alastair 
Fothergill

Running time: 91 minutes

Rated: G

SMSO
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A scene from “Monkey Kingdom.”


