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ENTERTAINMENT

The sounds 
of Disney
By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

BENTON HARBOR — Walt 
Disney. Just saying the name of the 
man who founded the cartoon 
studio in the 1920s conjures up 
visions of  dancing hippos, an 
English nanny and her magical 
umbrella, and that famous anthro-
pomorphic mouse in red shorts, 
large yellow shoes and white gloves.

Robin Fountain, the Southwest 
Michigan Symphony Orchestra’s 
music director and conductor, says 
the Disney character he is most 
fond of, however, might be a bit 
surprising.

“Actually, I fi nd 
‘The Little Mermaid’ 
particularly moving 
because it was the very 
fi rst video tape that I 
got my son when he 
was small,” Fountain 
says by telephone 
from Vanderbilt 
University’s Nashville, 
Tenn., campus. “He 

loved ‘The Little Mermaid,’ al-
though I remember he was quite 
scared of the witch scene. It just 
brings back beautiful memories of 
lying with my then very little son 
enjoying a cartoon experience 
together. Sometimes we like things 

because they’re good and sometimes 
we like things because they have 
happy associations.”

Expect both Saturday when the 
Southwest Michigan Symphony 
Orchestra presents “The Magical 
Music of Disney” at the Lake 
Michigan College Mendel Center 
Mainstage Theatre. The program of 
suites pairs memorable scores from 
Disney’s most popular animated 
fi lms with a series of images 
projected on a screen above the 
orchestra synchronized to the music.

“A number of audience members 
over the years have asked when we 

SMSO brings movie music to the stage for Saturday concert

Timeless tunes
By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

SAUGATUCK —  Elana 
James was a broke intern at 
Harper’s Magazine in New 
York City when she placed 
the ad in the Village Voice 
music section, hoping to 
join a band.

“I missed playing West-
ern music so I put this ad in 
that wrongly stated that I 
could play all these differ-
ent styles of fi ddle music,” 
James says by telephone 
while traveling in Michigan. 
“I knew that I could if  I be-
came educated in those 
styles, but at the time I 
couldn’t.”

Luckily, Whit Smith re-
plied.

“I also said in the ad that 
I was only interested in 
hearing from people with 
working bands,” James says. 
“Whit didn’t actually have a 
working band. So in some 
ways by misrepresenting 

both of ourselves we were 
able to fi nd one another. ... 
Honesty is overrated.”

It’s now been 18 years 
since fi ddle player James 
and guitarist Smith formed 
Hot Club of Cowtown, and 
15 years since they moved 
to Austin, Texas, where bass 
player Jake Erwin rounded 
out the trio, which has 
carved out a cult following 

for its blend of music in-
spired by guitarist Django 
Reinhardt and violinist 
Stephane Grappelli’s Hot 
Club of France, and the 
American western swing of 
Bob Wills and His Texas 
Playboys.

“We play what might be 
popular in dance halls in 
the American Southwest in 
the 1930s and ’40s,” says 
James, who along with 
Smith and Erwin, performs 
Friday at the Saugatuck 
Center for the Arts. “We 
play early western swing, 
which is a super American 
style of music that was very 
popular before World War 
II. It’s a culmination of fi d-
dle tunes, gypsy tunes, our 
own songs written in that 
style. We’re so out of style 
that we’ve somehow re-
mained in style.”

The band’s latest album, 
2013’s “Rendezvous in Photo provided

Hot Club of Cowtown, featuring, from left, Elana James, Whit Smith and Jake Erwin, performs 
Friday to open the spring concert season at the Saugatuck Center for the Arts.

Hot Club of Cowtown brings western swing sound to Saugatuck

What: Hot Club of Cow-
town

When: 8 p.m. Friday

Where: Saugatuck Center 
for the Arts, 400 Culver St., 
Saugatuck

How much: $36

Contact: 857-2399 or 
www.sc4a.org

Artist info: www.
hotclubofcowtown.com

What: Funk Fest 
featuring The Main 
Squeeze

When: 9 p.m. 
Saturday

Where: The Livery, 
190 Fifth St., 
Benton Harbor

How much: $10 in 
advance, $12 at 
the door

Contact: 925-8760 
or www.liverybrew.
com

Artist info: 
www.main
squeezemusic.com

■ In addition to The 
Main Squeeze, 
Funk Fest features 

six wild/sour ales 
along with a limited 
bottle release of 
Maillot Rouge, 
which begins at 
11:30 a.m. The 
Funk Fest tap list 
includes Barrel 
Aged Maillot 
Jaune; Maillot 
Rouge; Cherry 
Friek; Slow Peach; 
St. Valentines Day 
Massacre; and I 
Ain’t Afraid of No 
Gose. The down-
stairs bar opens at 
7 p.m. and will 
remain open during 
the show for those 
just wanting to hit 
the taps.

Getting 
funky
By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

BENTON HARBOR — Max New-
man was aware of the connection.

The guitarist for The Main Squeeze, 
the Bloomington, Ind.-born funk-rock 
band, had heard manager Michael Mor-
rison mention Randy Jackson before, but 
he never expected what happened next. 

“I think they were at lunch or some-
thing when Michael asked him to listen 
to our music,” Newman says by tele-
phone during a tour stop in Fargo, N.D. 
“I guess he liked us.”

Jackson, the bassist, producer and, yes, 
former “American Idol” judge, fl ew to 
Bloomington, Ind., to see The Main 
Squeeze play live.

“He ended up jumping on stage and 
everyone freaked out,” Newman says. “It 
was a cool night. From there, he asked us 
to come to Los Angeles to make our next 
record.”

The Main Squeeze, which has since 
moved to Chicago and performs Satur-
day as part of The Livery’s Funk Fest, 
did just that. The sophomore effort, pro-
duced by Jackson and recorded in L.A., 
is expected to be released later this year.

“We played him everything we had,” 
Newman says. “The next day he had it 
narrowed down to an A list and a B list. 
We went back to Chicago and worked on 
some of the B list stuff, and when we 
played it for him again, some of them 
went on the A list. He was kind of a fun-
nel to focus the album and make it sound 
as powerful as it can. He mentored us a 
lot.”

The Main Squeeze, who in addition to 
Newman (guitar) features Ben “Smiley” 
Silverstein (keys), Corey Frye (vocals), 
Jeremiah Hunt (bass) and Reuben Ging-
rich (drums), came together at Indiana 
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See COWTOWN, page D6

FOUNTAIN

The Main Squeeze to play The 
Livery’s Funk Fest on Saturday

See MAIN SQUEEZE, page D6

See SMSO, page D5

Photo provided

The Southwest Michigan Symphony 
Orchestra will present “The Magical 
Music of Disney” during a Saturday 
concert at Lake Michigan College’s 
Mendel Center Mainstage Theatre.

Timothy’s Restaurant at Gordon Beach Inn

16220 Lake Shore Road, Union Pier, Michigan

Event Catering with Custom Menus


