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Gospel concert will have ‘something for everybody’

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON HARBOR — After 
months of preparation – and a 
change in plans – organizers of 
Sunday’s “Make a Joyful Noise: 
A Gospel Explo-
sion” concert are 
hoping it becomes a 
permanent local 
showcase for the 
genre.

“We feel like 
there’s going to be 
something for ev-
erybody,”  says Lisa 
Peeples-Hurst of 
Delta Sigma Theta, 
which is organizing and promot-
ing the concert. “We’re hoping 
this event will grow on a yearly 
basis, so we wind up in the Men-
del Center (Mainstage Theatre).”

Sunday’s lineup features an ar-
ray of local talent, including the 
First Presbyterian Church Choir; 
the Second Baptist Church Jubi-
lee Singers; the Union Memorial 
African Methodist Episcopal 
Sanctuary Choir; the All God’s 
Children Teen Ensemble; and In-
spirational Voices of Benton 
Harbor, a group of high school 
students.

An Indiana group, A Capella 
Experience, is also expected to 
perform, while the mistress of 
ceremonies is missionary Chris-
tine Sharene, who also hosts the 
“Morning Manna” radio show 
on Benton Harbor’s WVBH-LP 
(105.3 FM).

Two mystery guests – whom 
Peeples-Hurst will only identify 
as major national and regional 
gospel recording artists – may 
also appear Sunday. Both artists 
fi gured in Delta Sigma’s original 
plans for a gospel music competi-
tion, which began more than a 
year ago, Peeples-Hurst recalls. 
So Delta Sigma began sending 
out applications, spreading the 

word and lining up the judges – 
including the mystery guests – 
until events took a different 
turn.

“Our community members 
didn’t take to the word ‘competi-
tion’ well, even though we offered 
them a $1,000 grand prize,” Pee-
ples-Hurst says. “So we listened 
to them, even though we thought 
we had this idea in the bag. We 
just got people who want to sing 
about the Lord – and they don’t 
want it to be judged.”

Peeples-Hurst grew up at Sec-
ond Baptist Church – which her 
mother and aunt still attend, her 
father served on its board, and 
her grandfather was a deacon. 
She’s now a member of Refresh-
ing Fountain Church of God in 
Christ.

“Many of our members are 
regular church attendees, and we 
have just had a lot of fun getting 
the word out at different churches 
about this event,” she says.

Peeples-Hurst is also historian 
and chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee for Delta Sig-

ma’s Benton Harbor chapter, 
founded in 1967. She also served 
as chapter president from 2001-
03, and again from 2005-07.

The sorority itself  began in 
1913, at Howard University, and 
has grown to roughly 900 chap-
ters in the U.S. and worldwide. 
As an organization, Delta Sigma 
focuses on fi ve priorities – includ-
ing economic, educational, inter-
national and political awareness, 
and physical and mental health – 

and develops programs around 
them. The organization also pro-
vides scholarships.

In that respect, Sunday’s con-
cert is an extension of that mis-
sion, says Peeples-Hurst, a Michi-
gan State University alumnus 
who will celebrate her 20th year 
of membership on Wednesday.

“Our work as a sorority did not 
end at the college level,” Peeples-
Hurst says. “We went on to our 
respective communities to provide 
public service. We come together 
once a month, and on outside ac-
tivities, to say, ‘What can we do 
better in our community?’”

All in all, it’s taken about a year 
to reach Sunday’s event, but Pee-
ples-Hurst feels that the response 
will more than make up for any 
complications.

“We’ve actually passed two pre-
vious production times, but we 
changed plans so Sunday is going 
to be a good celebration,” she 
says. “But we anticipate that it 
will just get better and better, and 
we won’t have to do as much leg-
work – if  you will – next year.”

‘Make a Joyful Noise’ 
slated for Sunday at 
LMC’s Hanson Theatre What: “Make a Joyful Noise: A 

Gospel Explosion”

When: 4 p.m. Sunday

Where: Hanson Theatre, Lake 
Michigan College Mendel Center, 
2755 E. Napier Ave., Benton Harbor

How much: $15 in advance, $20 
at the door

Contact: 369-8750, 927-1221 or 
lisa.peeples.hurst@gmail.com

PEEPLES-HURST

University in late 2009. But 
founders Newman and Sil-
verstein had met years ear-
lier at a camp in upstate 
New York.

“I grew up in New York 
City and Smiley is from 
Florida, but somehow he 
found out about this camp 
and we met up there,” New-
man says. “He’s a few years 
older than me and when he 
went to IU, he convinced 
me to come there for the 
music school and the music 
scene.”

Newman, whose fi rst in-
strument is the cello, spent 
a year in the music school 
before deciding to play gui-
tar full time, and in 2009, 
The Main Squeeze was 
formed. The band released 
their self-titled debut album 
in June 2012. Much like 
each member’s varied back-
grounds and infl uences, the 
album itself  contains an 
eclectic blend of inspiration 
that navigates through 
funk, rock, electro and 
jazz. 

The 12-song album, 
which was produced by 
Chip Reardin at Airtime 
Studios in Bloomington, 
Ind., includes standouts 
such as the nearly 10-min-
ute rocking epic “I’ll Take 
Another,” the soulful 
“Where Do We Go?” and 
the horn-laden “Mama 
Told Me.”

“You’ll hear funk, you’ll 
hear soul, you’ll hear rock,” 
Newman says. “There may 
be a little bit of a pop ele-
ment, a little bit of a jazz 
element. There’s essentially 
a lot going on. It’s kind of 
like a roller coaster. It’s 

high energy, but there’s 
peaks and valleys.”

It’s the band’s innate abil-
ity to funkify such a wide 
variety of musical styles, 
however, that has cultivated 

a strong regional following, 
particularly for the band’s 
live shows.  

“We all came from differ-
ent backgrounds but all 
have common ground,” 

Newman says. “Where we 
could meet in the middle is 
where our sound went. You 
aren’t going to hear a 
straight rock song or a 
straight funk song because 

everybody in the group has 
to be happy at the end of 
the day. So far, that’s been a 
great litmus test.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 932-
0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio
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The Main Squeeze, featuring, from left, Corey Frye, Reuben Gingrich, Max Newman, Ben “Smiley” Silverstein and Jeremiah Hunt, 
performs Saturday at The Livery’s Funk Fest.
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Rhythm,” is their fi rst-ever 
project dedicated exclusive-
ly to gypsy jazz and French 
swing. The 14-song collec-
tion features spins on stan-
dards such as Al Jolson’s 
“Avalon,” Fred Loesser’s 
“Slow Boat to China,” 
“Back in Your Own Back-
yard,” a classic made fa-
mous by Billie Holliday, 
and “The Continental,” a 
Reinhardt and Grappelli 
showpiece intricately rear-
ranged by Smith. It also 
serves as a companion piece 
to 2011’s “What Makes 
Bob Holler,” a collection of 
western swing standards.

“I often relate what we 
do to food,” James says. 
“The baguette has been 
around in France for 200 
years, and they keep mak-
ing the baguette. So if  
someone makes a baguette 
are they considered a retro 
baker? No. They are creat-
ing a delicious item that 
people will eat in perpetu-
ity. I think that’s the ap-
proach we take with this 
stuff. A lot of these songs 
are classic songs, and just 
because maybe they were 
fi rst created in 1927, you 
play them in 2015 and they 
are equally vibrant and rel-
evant and emotionally pres-
ent for anybody.”

James, who grew up in 
Prairie Village, Kan., began 
playing violin at age 4. Her 
mother also is a profession-

al violinist who played in 
the Kansas City Sympho-
ny. 

“She’d have friends over 
all the time when I was 
growing up to play cham-
ber music,” James says. 
“There would be these 
string quartets playing 
Beethoven in the living 
room. They’d be drinking 
red wine, and we would be 
under the piano listening 
and running around. It was 
a fairly bohemian way to 
grow up.”

James discovered fi ddle 
music in high school, but it 
wasn’t until after studying 
violin and viola at the Man-
hattan School of Music 
that she decided her calling 
was in roots music.

“I loved that these fi ddle 
tunes were so social and so 
American – all the things 
classical music isn’t,” she 
says. “After I graduated 
from college I was going to 
do whatever moved me, and 
my fi ddle led me to those 

different styles. I love gypsy 
music. I love Eastern Euro-
pean traditional music. I 
love music made in real 
time acoustically. There’s 
something true about it 
that I’ve always been inter-
ested in it.”

In addition to her role in 
Hot Club of Cowtown, 
James also performs both 
as a solo artist and in other 
projects. In February she 
released “Black Beauty,” a 
collection of original and 
cover tunes from across the 
roots music genre, which is 
her fi rst solo album in seven 
years. And in 2005, James 
joined Bob Dylan’s touring 
band, and was his opening 
act during the 2006 U.S. 
summer tour. 

“It’s exactly how you 
imagine it would be,” James 
says of the experience. 
“You get up on stage every 
night, and you say, are you 
kidding me? I’m getting 
paid to do this? To do that 
day after day with him and 
those guys, it gave me a lot 
of confi dence and inspira-
tion to continue on with 
what I love.”

More recently, Hot Club 
of Cowtown has been 
working on some new ar-
rangements as well as writ-
ing new original material 
for a planned 2016 album. 

“You play enough of 
these tunes and you start to 
understand what the com-
ponents are and you mix 
and match those structural 
ideas and sentiments and 
images,” James says of the 

band’s original music. “I 
don’t want to write a cow-
boy song that references 
airplanes. No one is writing 
songs about cellphones and 
email. There are things in 
this creative world that are 
timeless – nature, love, 
longing, humor – those are 
all things that make it into 
these songs.”

She adds that the band 
recently has been road test-

ing some new material. As 
far as what the audience 
can expect Friday? Well, 
James says it best.

“If  you’ve seen us before 
we’ll have some songs 
you’ve never heard before,” 
she says, “and if  you’ve 
never seen us before we’ll 
have a lot of songs you’ve 
never heard before.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 932-
0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio

A lot of these songs are 
classic songs, and just 
because maybe they were 
first created in 1927, you 
play them in 2015 and they 
are equally vibrant and 
relevant and emotionally 
present for anybody.

ELANA JAMES
Hot Club of Cowtown fiddle player
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PEOPLE
Jack White plans 
break from touring

CHEYENNE, Wyo. 
(AP) — Rocker Jack White 
says he’s about to take a 
long break from perform-
ing live but not before 
holding fi ve 
shows in the 
fi ve states 
where he 
hasn’t yet 
played.

The for-
mer White 
S t r i p e s 
f ro n t m a n 
isn’t saying 
which states 
those are but speculation is 
widespread the perfor-
mances will take place in 
Alaska, Idaho, the Dako-
tas and Wyoming. 

White’s publicist, Mi-
chele Hug, declined to pro-
vide more details Wednes-
day about the shows or 
why White is planning a 
break from touring. 

White has been touring 
since he released his second 
solo album, the Grammy-
nominated “Lazaretto,” 
last summer. His last as-yet 
offi cially scheduled show 
will be Saturday at the 
Coachella Valley Music 
and Arts Festival in Indio, 
Calif. 

Israeli site cuts Kim 
Kardashian from pic

JERUSALEM (AP) — 
An Israeli ultra-Orthodox 
Jewish news website has 
cut Kim Kardashian from 
a photo taken of her in Je-
rusalem this week.

The original photo of 
Kardashian, her husband, 
Kanye West, and Jerusa-
lem’s Mayor Nir Barkat 
was altered to put Kar-
dashian behind a restau-
rant receipt. Kardashian 
was blurred in another.

Nissim Ben Haim, an 
editor at the Kikar Ha-
Shabbat website, said 
Wednesday they removed 
Kardashian because she’s 
a “pornographic symbol” 
who contradicts ultra-Or-
thodox values.
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