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‘Wild’ at heart
By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

BENTON HARBOR — When 
the Komodo dragon started 
running toward Chris Kratt, he 
knew he had made a mistake.

“We were getting really amazing 
footage of one walking,” he says 
of the trip to the Indonesian 
island. “I had the camera and was 
walking alongside it, and I guess I 
put the camera just a little too 
close because he turned and ran 
towards me.”

As Kratt turned to run, he 
slipped. Suddenly, the Komodo 
dragon was climbing on top of 
him. 

“I put my foot up against his 
chest to keep him away as best I 
could and was then able to skitter 
out from under him,” he says. 
“After that I backed off enough 
where he turned and walked 
away.”

So where was his brother during 
this lizard assault?

“I remember looking over at 
Martin and he just stood there 
with his jaw on the ground 
watching all this,” Kratt says, 
laughing. “I was like, well, thanks 
for the help, brother!”

Chris, 45, and his brother 
Martin, 49, have been studying 
and fi lming animals around the 
world for more than 25 years. 
Their shared passion for animals 
have not only led to the occasional 

Komodo dragon wrestling 
match, but to three live-
action TV shows on both 
PBS and the National 
Geographic Channel. Since 
2011, however, the brothers 
are best known for their 
PBS Kids’ TV show “Wild 
Kratts.” Now in its fourth 
season, the popular series 
opens with a live-action 
segment and transitions into 
an animated adventure that 
brings elementary school 
children into the secret lives of 
some extraordinary creatures. 
On Saturday, the Kratt brothers 
hold two performances of their 
stage adaptation, “Wild Kratts 
Live!” at Lake Michigan College’s 
Mendel Center Mainstage 
Theatre.

“We love fi lming wild animals,” 
Chris Kratt says. “Capturing 
animal behaviors on fi lm is one of 
the most exciting things for us. 
But one of the things we couldn’t 
help but notice is that there are so 
many amazing animal behaviors 
that are impossible to catch on 
fi lm.”

Kratt cites the example of 
sperm whales and giant squid 
battling miles below the surface of 
the ocean, which he remembers 
from a display at the American 
Museum of Natural History, a 
place he visited as a child on 
school fi eld trips. 

“We thought, if  we did an 

animated show, we can show any 
cool animal behavior we want to,” 
he adds. “Also with animation, if  
we could show any animal ability 
we could focus the series on 
creature powers and the amazing 
abilities animals have. That’s really 
exciting to kids.”

Some episodes are about animal 

characters, such as a baby polar 
bear who gets separated from his 
mother. Others include villains 
such as the recurring character of 
Zach Varmitech, an inventor that 
uses animals for various purposes, 
but mainly to get even with the 
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‘Social Security’ brings love, life and laughter to stage

By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Dave 
Goodyear had a dilemma.

The director, who was 
casting for the Twin City 
Players production of “So-
cial Security,” knew his 
wife, Nancy Goodyear, was 
right for the role of Barba-
ra Kahn, but he was left 
wondering how it would 
look.

“I thought if  I’m going 
to cast my wife as the fe-
male lead I’m going to get 
accused of terminal nepo-
tism here,” Dave Goodyear 
says. “No one will ever au-
dition for another show I 
direct for Twin City Play-
ers.”

So he turned to his assis-

tant director and TCP vet-
eran Candace Myers for 
advice.

“She said, at the same 
time, you don’t want to not 
cast her just because she’s 
your wife,” Dave Goodyear 

Photo provided

The Kratt brothers, Chris Kratt, left, and Martin Kratt, will bring their PBS Kids show “Wild Kratts” to life Saturday with two performances at the Lake Michigan 
College Mendel Center Mainstage Theatre.

Chris and Martin Kratt bring 
their PBS Kids show to life

Twin City Players’ 
production of  
Andrew Bergman’s 
comedy starts Friday

What: The Twin City Play-
ers present “Social Securi-
ty”

When: 8 p.m. Friday-Sat-
urday, and May 1-2, and 
May 8-9, and 2 p.m. Sun-
day, and May 3 and May 9

Where: Twin City Players 
Playhouse, 600 W. Glenlord 
Road, St. Joseph

How much: $15, $12 for 
seniors (not recommended 
for children)

Contact: 429-0400 or 
twincityplayers.org

See TCP, page D5

See WILD KRATTS, page D5

‘The world 
according 
to Margaret’

By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

THREE OAKS — Com-
ing up in stand-up comedy 
in 1980s New York City 
could be a competitive 
place.

Just ask co-
median Mar-
garet Smith, 
who worked 
as a cook at a 
r e s t a u r a n t 
around the 
corner from 
Catch a Ris-
ing Star, a 
comedy club. 
She would send Louie the 
dishwasher, “this Puerto 
Rican who used to clean his 
nails with a switchblade,” 
to save her place in line 
among the would-be stand-
ups hoping for a break.

“They used to hand out 
numbers, and if  you got 
anything past 10 it meant 
you were going on past 
midnight in front of the 
drunks or not at all,” Smith 
says by telephone from 
Austin, Texas. “One night 
this guy got out of a pickup 
truck with a guitar and a 
sign on him that said, ‘To-
day only: free hugs.’ ... 
We’re not huggers here.”

Soon after the numbers 
were passed out and come-
dians were lingering to see 
who got what, Smith says, 
they heard a voice coming 
from the roof.

“We look up and it’s the 
irritating hug guy,” she says. 
“There was a sand pile on 
the street because they were 
doing construction. He 
said, ‘Watch this,’ and 
jumped because he thought 
he was going to hit the sand 
pile. Well, he hit just the lip 
of the sand pile and was 
knocked out. We are all 
looking at each other, and 
then I looked at his hand 
and saw that he was still 
holding the paper with his 
number. So I’m like, let’s 

Kristy Noack / HP Correspondent

Bill Klein, from left, as Maurice Koenig, woos Carol Sizer as Sophie Greengras while Bob Myers and Nancy Goodyear, as art dealers 
David and Barbara Kahn, look on during rehearsal for the Twin City Players production of “Social Security,” which opens Friday for 
a three-weekend run at the TCP Playhouse.

Comedian to perform 
Saturday with 
Hoo Ha Collective

What: Margaret Smith & 
Chicago’s Hoo Ha Collec-
tive

When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday

Where: The Acorn Theater, 
107 Generations Drive, 
Three Oaks

How much: $30

Contact: 756-3879 or 
www.acorntheater.com

See SMITH, page D5

SMITH

Timothy’s Restaurant at Gordon Beach Inn

16220 Lake Shore Road, Union Pier, Michigan

Event Catering with Custom Menus
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Kratt brothers.
Characters also include 

the team of Koki, Jimmy 
Z., and Aviva, the young 
female scientist who 
invented the creature power 
suits that allow the broth-
ers to mimic wildlife 
behavior. 

In the stage show, the 
Kratt brothers will show 
animal footage, and use 
those suits to activate some 
of those creature powers. 
As the adventure unfolds, 
Zach Varmitech shows up, 
and the brothers will need 
help from those animal 
abilities to defeat him. 

Using those suits to 
explore creature powers, 
Chris Kratt says, is at the 
heart of “Wild Kratts.”

“It’s really resonating 
with kids because we look 
at animals in terms of the 
special abilities that they 
have,” he says. “Kids like to 
imagine what it would be 
like to run as fast as a 
cheetah or to fl y through 
the air and dive bomb like 
a peregrine falcon or climb 
up a wall like a gecko. 
‘Wild Kratts’ uses that to 
look at these creature 
powers and the science 
concepts and natural 
history related to them.”

The Kratts’ interest in 
animals can be traced to 
their childhood home in 
Warren Township, N.J., 
about 30 miles outside of 
Manhattan, where they 
lived with their parents, 
William and Linda, and 
twin sisters, Christine and 
Susan.

“It always surprises 
people to hear that we grew 
up in the wilds of subur-
ban New Jersey,” Kratt 
says. “One thing we always 
tell kids is no matter where 
you live there are always 
creatures to go on adven-
tures with. Even in our 
backyard, we loved to fi nd 
box turtles and opossums 
and frogs.”

That curiosity also was 
fueled by summers spent 
camping in the Vermont 
woods, and Saturday 
nights watching “Mutual 
of Omaha’s Wild King-
dom.”

Martin Kratt went on to 
Duke University to study 
zoology while Chris Kratt 
majored in biology at 
Minnesota’s Carelton 
College. Shortly after 
Martin graduated, he and 
Chris grabbed a video 
camera and embarked on a 
six-month trip through 

Costa Rica, where Martin 
was working as a research 
assistant.

“Martin was thinking 
about becoming a vet, I 
was looking at conserva-
tion and ecological re-
search,” Chris Kratt says. 
“Then we realized it would 
be cool to just go out and 
fi lm animals and make 
wildlife videos. So we got a 
little camcorder and 
started fi lming.”

They shot short videos 
of sea turtles, and sloths 
and howler monkeys. After 
editing sessions on the 
family VCR, they showed 
their videos at school 
assemblies and eventually 
to PBS, which gave the 
greenlight to “Kratts’ 
Creatures,” the fi rst daily 
wildlife TV show made 
specifi cally for kids, which 
fi rst aired in 1996.

“We got a lot of rejec-
tions from broadcasters 
because it was a host-driv-
en thing that no one was 
doing at the time, but when 
we brought it into schools 
and did assemblies, kids 
really liked our videos so 
we were encouraged to 
keep going,” Kratt says. 
“We just kept trying to up 
the production values and 
make the videos better and 
better, and fi nally after fi ve 
years we were able to land 
our fi rst series on PBS.”

The Emmy Award-win-
ning “Zoboomafoo,” 
followed in 1999, with “Be 
The Creature” premiering 
in 2003 on the National 
Geographic Channel, and 
fi nally “Wild Kratts.”

The brothers are now 
based in the Canadian 
capital, Ottawa, where they 
opened their own anima-
tion studio where they 
oversee every episode.

They also both have 
children of their own – 
Chris has two boys, ages 12 
and 5, with wife Tania; and 
Martin, two boys ages 13 
and 11 with wife Laura – 
who are just as interested 
in animals as they are.

“I think kids like animals 
more than anybody,” Chris 
Kratt says. “Every now and 
then it works out that we 
can take them on a shoot 
with us for a show and see 
some of the animals.”

Luckily for Chris Kratt, 
not all shoots end up with 
a Komodo dragon on top 
of him. In fact, there are 
some moments in nature 
he’d rather not forget.

“I remember one time we 
went out to fi nd a pod of 
spotted dolphins,” he says. 
“As soon as we saw them 
we stopped the boat and 
got in the water and tried 
to swim as actively as 
possible because the more 
active you swim the more 
curious they get. They 
would come up and just 
swim around us. If  you did 
a roll or a spin they would 
copy the move next to you. 
We could never keep up 
with a dolphin swimming, 
so it’s really up to them to 
come up to us and want to 
interact with us. Just 
knowing that is really an 
amazing feeling.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 932-
0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio

What: Wild Kratts Live!

When: 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Saturday

Where: Lake Michigan 
College Mendel Center 
Mainstage Theatre, 2755 
E. Napier Ave., Benton 
Harbor

How much: $20-$32

Contact info: 927-1221 or 
www.lmcmainstage.org

Artist info: 
www.krattbrothers.com; 
pbskids.org/wildkratts

The Kratt brothers will 
host a ticketed meet and 
greet following the 2 p.m. 
show from 3:45 p.m.-5:15 
p.m. open exclusively to 
attendees of either perfor-
mance. Tickets are $75 
and limited to 150 people 
who must also be ticket 
holders for one of Satur-
day’s performances.

says. “I already knew Bob 
was the anchor fi ve minutes 
into his audition, and after 
seeing the chemistry be-
tween them, and how they 
interacted with each other, 
I said, OK that’s the way it’s 
going to be.”

Bob, in this case, is Can-
dace Myers’ husband Bob 
Myers, who is cast as the 
male lead, David Kahn. So 
for those scoring at home, 
that makes two spouses di-
recting their spouses por-
traying spouses in the com-
edy, which opens Friday for 
a three-weekend, nine-date 
run at the TCP Playhouse. 
All four, however, seem 
quite comfortable in their 
respective roles.

“I’ve been in several plays 
that Candace has directed 
... ” Bob Myers says.

“ ...  and had to kiss other 
girls,” Candace Myers adds. 
“The fi rst time I directed 
him to do that he blushed 
to the roots of his hair, 
which was the right thing to 
do. I’ve trusted him ever 
since.”

“You have to be able to 
separate the actor from the 
character,” Bob Myers says. 
“I’ve always said that there 
are characters I still miss 
very much. I still have my 
friend the actor, but there 
are characters I still miss. ... 
No wonder so many actors 
are so messed up.”

The play, written by An-
drew Bergman, the screen-
writer best known for 
“Blazing Saddles” and 
“The In-Laws,” centers on 
the trendy Manhattan art 
gallery owners (Nancy 
Goodyear and Bob Myers), 
whose lives ares upended 
when Barbara’s housewife 
sister Trudy (Lizzie 
Colquette) deposits their 
eccentric mother Sophie 
(Carol Sizer) on the cou-
ple’s doorstep while she and 
her uptight CPA husband 
Martin (Brett Lutz) head to 
Buffalo to rescue their sex-

ually precocious college 
student daughter from a 
menage a trois with two 
men. 

“David and Barbara have 
quite the idyllic existence 
going on in Manhattan’s 
Upper East Side,” Dave 
Goodyear says. “So when 
Barbara’s widowed Jewish 
mother, Sophie, who had 
been living with Barbara’s 
sister for three years, is 
dropped in their lap with 
no notice, and for the fore-
seeable future, that idyllic 
existence is disrupted.”

“We are happy, busy, and 
then she is forced on us and 
it makes things tense and 
strange,” Nancy Goodyear 
adds. “I have guilt about 
not taking care of my 
mother in the past, but it 
makes me uncomfortable 
when she arrives.”

The Kahns eventually in-
troduce Sophie to suave no-
nagenarian artist Maurice 
Koenig (Bill Klein), who 
offers to paint her portrait 
and soon begins to brighten 
her life in ways she never 
expected in her twilight 
years.

“It’s really a character-
driven comedy,” Candace 
Myers says. “A lot of the 
humor comes from getting 
to know the characters, 
rooting for them and seeing 
what they endure. And let’s 
face it: Mothers and daugh-
ters always are in fraught 
situations.”

“The heart of the come-
dy really centers around 
Sophie, who is painted as 
this horrible old hag who 
you are expecting the worst 
from, and as it turns out 
she’s quite a wonderful per-
son,” Dave Goodyear says. 
“Between the new setting in 
New York and meeting new 
people, she blossoms into 
the girl she used to be. Part 
of the humor is that some 
things happen that you 
don’t expect to happen. The 
story really covers love, life, 
sex and laughter across 
three generations.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 
932-0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio

TCP
From page D1

WILD KRATTS
From page D1

pry his fi ngers open to see 
if  he got a lower number! 
So yeah, it was competi-
tive.”

Smith, who is originally 
from Chicago, has come a 
long way since those days. 
Her wry, acerbic delivery 
led to a number of comedy 
specials, late-night talk 
shows, and the American 
Comedy Award for Best 
Female Stand-Up Comedi-
an. She’s also earned six 
Emmy Awards as a writer 
and producer on “The El-
len DeGeneres Show,” and 
wrote the memoir “What 
Was I Thinking? How Be-
ing a Stand Up Did Noth-
ing to Prepare Me to Be-
come a Single Mother.” 
Although she’s still most at 
home on stage, she only 
books about 20 stand-up 
dates a year, including Sat-
urday’s show with Chica-
go’s Hoo Ha Collective at 
The Acorn Theater in Three 
Oaks.

“I just do the world ac-
cording to Margaret,” she 
says. “I talk about family, 
kids. I don’t do politics. It’s 
kind of a dry slant on my 

life. It’s a point of view and 
an attitude. ”

When asked about her 
notable delivery, Smith 
says, that like everything 
else in her life, it was a hap-
py accident based on fear.

“I started doing improv 
at Second City and our di-
rector taped us one night 
on stage,” she says. “Every-
one thought it was pretty 
good, but I was horrifi ed. 
My delivery was just so 
slow. I couldn’t keep up, but 
he said that’s what was get-
ting the laughs, you don’t 
want to change that. That’s 
great timing. So I found 
that by accident, too.”

When comedy clubs be-
gan to close in the 1990s, 
Smith began augmenting 
her stand-up career by writ-
ing for Greg Kinear, Steph-
anie Miller, Roseanne, and 
landing a staff  job with De-
Generes in 2003.

“Part of what I loved 
about the job was working 
with other comedians,” 
Smith says. “I never had so 
much fun in my life. It was 
a blast. I also liked that I 
got to be in sketches, but I 
realized I liked the perform-
ing better because it was 
about me.”

After the writer’s strike in 

2007, Smith didn’t return to 
the show. Instead she moved 
to Austin, where she’s rais-
ing her two sons, writing 
the occasional TV pilot, 
and working on her act.

“There’s a lot of comedi-
ans moving here,” Smith 
says. “I want to rent a ware-
house and get a few of the 
comedians together to do 
some funny videos for You-
Tube. I don’t travel as well 
as I used to so I want to 
fi nd a way to make people 
laugh from home.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 932-
0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio

SMITH
From page D1

adnum=60617620

SELECT GROUP

save TO OFF

SEELECLECT GT ROUP

adnum=60492145

     Is Now Open
For All Your Spring Planting Needs

 269-463-5245

10% OFF
IN APRIL & MAY

adnum=60617364


