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LOCAL & STATE
LMC sets manufacturing open house

BENTON HARBOR 
— Prospective students 
can learn about a variety 
of  programs at a manu-
facturing open house 4-7 
p.m. May 4 at Lake Mich-
igan College’s M-TEC 
campus, 400 Klock Road.

Available manufactur-
ing programs include 

drafting and design, ma-
chine tool technology 
(CNC), mechatronics and 
welding. Attendees will 
also have a chance to learn 
about LMC’s energy pro-
duction degree programs.

“Manufacturing contin-
ues to play an important 
role in our state and na-

tional economy. LMC’s 
manufacturing programs 
are a great way for stu-
dents to obtain an educa-
tion for jobs that are in 
high demand locally and 
throughout the United 
States,” said Ken Flowers, 
interim dean of  Career & 
Workforce Education at 

LMC.
Professors will be on 

hand to answer questions 
and provide live demon-
strations during the open 
house. Attendees who are 
not LMC students will be 
able to apply for admis-
sion at the event.

Debbie Gillespie, direc-

tor of  Career Pathways 
and Community Educa-
tion, will also have infor-
mation available on short-
term training programs, 
including child develop-
ment associate credential 
preparation, certifi ed 
nursing assistant (CNA) 
training and phlebotomy 

training, among others.
Attendees can also learn 

about upcoming commu-
nity education classes, 
which offer the opportu-
nity to develop new inter-
ests and hobbies in a re-
laxed workshop format.

For more information, 
call 926-6832.

Contributed images

TOP: A landscaped patio dining area is envisioned to replace the “gap” in Bridgman’s smile. 
ABOVE RIGHT: Architects crafted this image of the planned Monogram Centre for the corner or 
Red Arrow Highway and Lake Street in Bridgman. Developer Chris Mason said he is seeking a 
small town feel with urban ambiance. 

Filling the gap
By JANET HAYES
HP Correspondent

BRIDGMAN — Bridg-
man’s busiest corner is 
getting a major new look 
thanks to the father-son 
team of  Marty and Chris 
Mason.

The pair is planning a 
complete renovation for 
the corner of  Lake Street 
and Red Arrow Highway, 
which includes the retail 
and residential buildings 
north of  Olympus Restau-
rant and around the cor-
ner to Baldwin Street.

They’ve named the de-
velopment the Monogram 

Centre after the hotel that 
once occupied the corner. 

Work has already begun 
on the empty center lot 
facing Red Arrow High-
way, referred to as “the 
gap in Bridgman’s smile,” 
with the addition of  a pri-
vacy fence and a few coats 
of  dark paint. 

Ground-breaking for 
the major work is set for 
early May, with comple-
tion targeted in 18 
months.

“After seven years of 
driving past the corner 
and seeing nothing going 
on, Marty decided to do 
something,” Chris Mason 

said about his father’s de-
cision to add one more 
project to his list of  entre-
preneurial ventures, which 
includes Sunset Tool, a 
custom machine tool mak-
er that he relocated to 
Bridgman in 2007.

Monogram Centre will 
cover almost an acre and 
will be renovated to house 
about 7,000-square-feet of 
retail storefront space, 
seven 500-square-foot ex-
tended stay units and four 
1,000-square-foot residen-
tial rental units. A coffee/
wine bar type establish-
ment with outside serving 
patio is planned for the 

corner space.
Chris Mason will man-

age the project. He said he 
wants to maintain a small 
town feel while mixing in 
urban ambiance, which he 
absorbed during his time 
living and working in digi-
tal marketing in Chicago.

Mason said he is work-
ing with existing tenants 
and plans to market to the 
wine country and beach 
tourists, as well as busi-
ness and corporate travel-
ers. He said he wants to 
attract young families and 
millennials through such 
marketing vehicles as Air-
bus B&B.

“I’m thrilled with the 
prospect of  having that 
corner turned into some-
thing that will be a region-
al attraction,” City Man-
ager Juan Ganum said.

Heidi Hornaday is ar-
chitect for the project, 
which she said is in keep-
ing with her projects such 
as Round Barn Public 
House and Brewster’s. She 
said she hopes to maintain 
some of  the site’s history, 
which included the old ho-
tel and the former switch-
board building that still 
bears the plaque “Dave 
and Ruth Telephone 
Building.”

Janet Hayes/HP correspondent

ABOVE: Taken last summer, this eyesore wlll soon be replaced by 
the Monogram Centre project in Bridgman. The center would be 
named for a former hotel that stood at the corner of Red Arrow 
Highway and Lake Street.

Berrien 
History 
Center 
sets 
annual 
meeting

BERRIEN SPRINGS — 
Michael Nassaney of West-
ern Michigan University will 
present the program “The 
Archaeology of Fort St. Jo-
seph” for the annual meeting 
of the History Center at 
Courthouse Square in Ber-
rien Springs, the center an-
nounced.

The meeting will be at 7 
p.m. Tuesday at the History 
Center, 313 N. Cass St. in 
Berrien Springs.  

Light refreshments will be 
served at a reception after 
the program. The public is 
invited, and admission is 
free.

The Fort St. Joseph Ar-
chaeological Project is an 
ongoing, joint initiative of 
the city of Niles and Western 
Michigan University to ex-
cavate, interpret and preserve 
the material remains of Fort 
St. Joseph, a mission, garri-
son and trading post.  

Founded by the French in 
1691, it was ceded to Eng-
land in 1760 and remained a 
British post through the 
American Revolution. Span-
ish forces from St. Louis 
captured Fort St. Joseph in 
1781 and occupied it for a 
single day.  

Along with the United 
States fl ag, the banners of 
France, England and Spain 
have fl own over the post, giv-
ing Niles the soubriquet 
“Land of Four Flags.”

Nassaney has served as 
the project’s principal inves-
tigator since the digs began 
in 1998. 

His program will examine 
Fort St. Joseph’s history and 
the fi ndings of recent fi eld 
schools that have contribut-
ed to our understanding of 
the people who lived there 
250 years ago. Field work 
has revealed the fort’s loca-
tion on the St. Joseph River 
just upstream of downtown 
Niles and has uncovered 
building foundations, fi re-
place hearths, and tens of 
thousands of artifacts rang-
ing from beads to musket 
parts to bale seals.

Also at the meeting, the 
History Center will present its 
fi fth annual Frank J. Ward 
Memorial History Award.  

The award perpetuates the 
memory of History Center 
member and history enthusi-
ast Frank J. Ward of St. Jo-
seph. The History Award is 
presented annually to honor 
an individual, organization 
or business that advances the 
cause of local history 
through research, writing, 
historic preservation or pro-
gramming.

A committee of History 
Center board members, staff  
and members selects the re-
cipient.

For more information 
about the meeting and pro-
gram, contact the History 
Center at Courthouse Square 
at 471-1202, or email bcha@
berrienhistory.org.

Berrien board 
signs off on tax report
By SCOTT AIKEN
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — The tax-
able value of property in 
Berrien County increased 
2.38 percent since 2014, 
from $7.26 billion to $7.43 
billion, according to the an-
nual equalization report.

The increase of just over 
$173 million will result in 
additional tax revenue for 
school districts, local gov-
ernment and other taxing 
unit.

The report was approved 
by the county Board of 
Commissioners without 
discussion on Thursday as 
part of the weekly consent 
calendar.

The board went over the 
report in detail last week 
with tax equalization Depu-
ty Director Gordon 
Schreiber.

The overall assessed value 
of property, which is 50 per-
cent of market value, in-
creased 2.78 percent, from 
$8.92 billion to $9.17 bil-
lion, the report shows. The 
gap between assessed and 
taxable value is $1.73 bil-
lion.

Schreiber reported that 
the report shows a rebound 
in property values is con-
tinuing. Property values 
were fl at or falling for sev-
eral years after the recession 
began in 2007.

Of the 22 townships and 

eight cities in the county, 26 
had taxable value increases.

Both taxable and assessed 
value had shown increases 
for two consecutive years.

According to the county 
treasurer’s offi ce, Lake Town-
ship, site of the D.C. Cook 
Nuclear Plant, has the high-
est total taxable value for all 
property classes of any local 
government unit in the coun-
ty, $1.22 billion.

Lincoln Township was 
second at $663.9 million, 
followed by Chikaming 
Township, $592 million, 
New Buffalo Township, 
$553.9 million, and St. Jo-
seph, $447.5 million.

Contact: saiken@TheHP.com, 932-
0358, Twitter: @HPAiken

Cass master plan effort 
proves an award winner
By JANET HAYES 
HP Correspondent

BRIDGMAN — The 
Cass County Michigan 
Master Plan Collabora-
tion received the 2015 
Graham Woodhouse In-
tergovernmental Effort 
Award from the Southwest 
Michigan Planning 
(SWMPC) Commission in 
a ceremony Tuesday in 
Bridgman.

The award recognizes 
outstanding cooperative 
efforts in problem solving 
by units of government.

The four-year effort in 
Cass County was cited for 
$90,000 to $120,000 in 
savings, which resulted 
from joint efforts of the 
county, four townships 
and two villages in writing 

or updating their individ-
ual master plans.

The units involved in-
cluded Cass County Plan-
ning Commission, the vil-
lages of Edwardsburg and 
Vandalia and the town-
ships of Pokagon, Silver 
Creek, Volinia and Wayne. 
Mark Eidelson of LAND-
PLAN Inc. also was a rec-
ognized for his work on 
the project.

“It’s a master example 
of imaginative problem 
solving and the value of 
collaboration,” SWMPC 
Executive Director John 
Egelhaaf said in announc-
ing the award. 

He named Cass County 
Planning Commission 
Chairman Barbara Cook 

Big ideas for bit of 
ugly in Bridgman

See PLAN, page A4


