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LOCAL & STATE

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
Benton Harbor Mayor 
James Hightower announced 
Wednesday that he will seek 
re-election this year.

“I’m committed to keep-
ing our current focus on 
building and improving our 
city and working to improve 
the brand of our city and 

providing the best in public 
safety and code enforcement 
for a safer and cleaner com-
munity,” he said.

He will face Benton Har-
bor City Commissioner 
Marcus Muhammad, who 
fi led to run for mayor in 
March. The deadline to fi le 
is 4 p.m. April 21.

Other seats on the ballot 
are two commissioner-at-
large seats and the First and 

Second Ward 
seats.

If more 
than two peo-
ple fi le for 
mayor, they 
will run 
against each 
other in the 
Aug. 4 prima-
ry. The top 
two vote-getters will contin-
ue to the Nov. 3 election.

Hightower was elected city 
commissioner in 2007 and 
mayor in 2011. 

Hightower said he worked 
with two emergency manag-
ers as mayor to get the city 
out of debt and on the road 
to recovery.

“We put a number of poli-
cies in place from a fi nancial 
standpoint to ensure that we 
remain solvent for the fu-
ture,” he said. “Now, it’s 

about building.”
Hightower survived mul-

tiple recall threats during his 
time as mayor, including in 
2013, when Benton Harbor 
resident James Cornelius 
fi led a recall petition that 
lead to an on-again, off-
again recall election in 2014 
against Muhammad. That 
recall election was called off  
by court order twice because 
of questions on the legiti-

macy of some of the recall 
petition signatures collected.

On Nov. 3, Benton Town-
ship activist Edward Pinkney 
was found guilty of fi ve felo-
ny charges of forging dates 
on signatures on the recall pe-
titions in Berrien County 
Trial Court. He was sen-
tenced to up to 10 years in 
prison as a habitual offender.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege
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There are new leaders at the North Berrien Senior Center in Coloma. They are, from left, Assistant Director Debbie Ziemke and 
Director Sue Dahlquist. They were both promoted recently, after former Director Bob Wooley left after being convicted of embezzle-
ment from the center.
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Coloma Twp. 
sets terms for 
development
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

COLOMA — Rezoning 
of property off Red Arrow 
Highway in Coloma Town-
ship is moving ahead to al-
low for a 26-unit condomin-
ium development.

The Township Board on 
Wednesday night voted to 
take the fi rst of two approval 
steps to rezone the 12-acre 
site, which is next to the 
Woodland Terrace assisted 
living center.

It’s a conditional rezon-
ing, meaning the township is 
adopting an ordinance al-
lowing this specifi c develop-
ment. Final action is expect-
ed next month.

Developer Tim Dockerty 
also owns Woodland Ter-
race, and is calling the devel-
opment Tuscany Hills.

Action was recommended 
by the township Planning 
Commission.

Tuscany Hills will have 26 
condominium units, mostly 
in three-unit buildings, 
Dockerty said earlier. There 
will also be a clubhouse, 
with pool and gym.

Tuscany Hills was the 
name of a failed develop-
ment at the property, and 
Dockerty is using the town-
ship’s previous approvals for 
that development to give 
him more fl exibility.

As a result, because the 
original development was al-
lowed to have up to 56 hous-
es, the township is giving 
Dockerty the fl exibility to 
have more than 26 condos. 
For more than 26, he’d have 
to submit an amended site 
plan for township approval.

The clubhouse would be 
built after eight or more 
condos are built, but before 
the 24th unit is built. The 
township also stipulates that 
the project must begin with-
in a year and be completed 
within fi ve years, but Dock-
erty could seek extensions.

The Berrien County Plan-
ning Commission has not 
yet made its advisory recom-
mendation on the proposal 
to the township, but the 
board should have that rec-
ommendation when it takes 
fi nal action.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

New leadership for North 
Berrien Senior Center
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

COLOMA — There’s 
new leadership in place at 
the North Berrien Senior 
Center in Coloma.

Sue Dahlquist was pro-
moted to director, while 
Debbie Ziemke was pro-
moted to assistant director. 
Both are veteran adminis-
trators at the senior center.

Dahlquist had been ad-
ministrative assistant to the 
director, and Ziemke had 
been program director – 
both for several years.

The promotions follow 
the departure of longtime 
director Bob Wooley, who 
has been convicted of em-
bezzling from the center.

“From her past experi-
ence, I think Sue will do a 
wonderful job as the new 

director,” said center Board 
President Sandy Kraemer.

“Our new era is in full 
swing,” Dahlquist said 
Wednesday.

Dahlquist has worked for 
the senior center for 21 
years, and Ziemke has been 
there for 18 years. Both 
started there as secretaries.

Dahlquist is also a for-
mer Coloma City commis-
sioner and a past president 

of the Coloma Lioness 
Club.

The senior center serves 
Coloma and Watervliet, 
and Watervliet, Coloma, 
Hagar and Bainbridge 
townships. Its annual bud-
get is about $369,000, most 
of which comes from Ber-
rien County’s seniors mill-
age.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

IN BRIEF
VB death determined 
not suspicious

DECATUR — A Deca-
tur Township man found 
dead in his home Tuesday 
died of a heart attack, an 
autopsy determined.

Lt. Dale Hinz of the Paw 
Paw state police post pro-
vided the update on what 
was originally deemed “a 
suspicious death” Wednes-
day afternoon.

Terry Dean Gillam, 65, 
made a 911 call at 5:20 a.m. 
Tuesday, and state police 
found him dead in his home 
when they arrived, Hinz said 
earlier.

In his update, Hinz said 
the reason police were suspi-
cious about the death was 
that Gillam made reference 
to a “disturbance at his 
home” when he called 911.

BH man charged with 
perjury in GR case

GRAND RAPIDS — A 
Benton Harbor man has 
been charged with perjury in 
connection with a homicide 
that occurred outside a 
Grand Rapids restaurant, 
MLive reported.

Shaquille Lamar Bunting, 
21, was arraigned in Kent 
County on Monday on three 
counts of perjury for alleg-
edly lying about his partici-
pation in a fi ght that preced-
ed the shooting death of 
32-year-old Terence Hollis, 
MLive reported.

Police said Hollis, of 
Grand Rapids, was involved 
in an altercation that started 
inside the Chicken Coop 
early March 22. The fi ght 
escalated and continued into 
the parking lot, where Hollis 
was shot.

Bunting is accused of ly-
ing when he told investiga-

tors he did not know the 
names of people at the 
Chicken Coop and that he 
did not participate in the 
fi ght or throw punches in-
side the restaurant. He is 
further accused of lying 
about his actions in the 
parking lot, including his 
testimony that was not pres-
ent when the gunshot was 
fi red, records show.

Bunting is held without 
bond. He is expected to ap-
pear in court April 15 for a 
preliminary hearing. The 
homicide remains under in-
vestigation.

Electronic recycling 
event April 15 in SH

SOUTH HAVEN — Un-
wanted electronics can be 
dropped off for recycling 3-7 
p.m. Wednesday, April 15, at 
LMC’s South Haven cam-
pus, 125 Veterans Blvd.

Accepted items include 
computers, laptops, smart 
phones, monitors, TVs, tele-
phones, cameras, DVD play-
ers, cords/cables, printers, 
toner cartridges, cell phones, 
refrigerators, air condition-
ers, and any other electronic 
items or items with a cord.

All items are recycled free 
of charge except for a $5 
hazardous waste fee for 
CRT monitors and $10 fee 
for tube TVs. All computer 
hard drives are wiped to De-
partment of Defense specifi -
cations or shredded.

Rebate incentives will be 
offered to customers of Indi-
ana Michigan Power, South 
Haven Public Works and 
Dowagiac Electric who re-
cycle a working refrigerator, 
freezer, dehumidifi er or room 
air conditioner. For more in-
formation or to register, 
email pickup@greenearth1.
com or call 326-1232.

Having the 
race talk
By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

BERRIEN SPRINGS — Percep-
tion is reality when it comes to race 
relations.

That much was clear Wednesday 
night at the opening of  Andrews 
University’s four-day Summit for 
Social Consciousness. 

Wednesday’s program was a panel 
discussion featuring students from 
varied backgrounds having a conver-
sation on race and justice in Ameri-
ca. Seven Andrews students from the 
United States, South Africa, Cana-
da, Mexico and the Dominican Re-
public participated.

Students discussed several topics, 
including police profi ling and the 
general state of  race relations in this 
country. While all the students spoke 
of  experiences they’ve had with po-
lice, the white students admitted 
their fears had more to do with not 
wanting to get tickets rather than a 
real fear of  police.

“These are two different things,” 
black student Karyle Barnes said. 
“The fear about getting a ticket for 
speeding is one thing. I’m worried 
about being a black male while driv-
ing. I still have that fear because of 
the perception out there. You can 
slow down, but I can’t turn into a 
different skin color.”

Barnes and other black students 
Jonathan Leonardo and Wandine 

Mthiyane as well as Ray Valenzuela 
all talked about the different experi-
ences they’ve had with law enforce-
ment, though each admitted their 
perceptions were shaped both by real 
life and media portrayals of  police. 
Valenzuela is from Mexico, Leonar-
do is from the Dominican Republic, 
Barnes from the St. Louis area and 
Mthiyane from South Africa.

Leonardo said he never had a con-
versation with his parents about how 
to act around police because such 
confrontations never came up. Mthi-
yane had similar feelings as he grew 
up in post-apartheid South Africa. 
Conversely, Barnes said he always 

has that initial fear that he’s been 
stopped because of  his skin color 
rather than for something he’s done.

“With social norming, there’s the 
expectation to be fearful of  a white 
offi cer,” Leonardo said. “We’re re-
ceiving the message from the media 
to be fearful. I got arrested in Ber-
rien Springs last summer, and the of-
fi cer drove me to an ATM machine 
to get money for my bond. The so-
cial norming element is there, but it’s 
always true.”

Mthiyane said he’s found it terrify-
ing to drive in the United States 

See RACE, page B2
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Andrews University students Zack Babb, Karyle Barnes and Ray Valenzuela discuss 
perceptions and race Wednesday night at the school’s Social Conciousness Forum. The 
forum continues through Saturday.


