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OUR TOWN
Got news for ‘Our Town’?

Do you have some news about your hometown that you would like to see in the 
paper? Send it to “Our Town” in care of Features Editor Katie Krawczak at The 
Herald-Palladium, P.O. Box 128, St. Joseph, MI 49085; deliver it to 3450 Hollywood 
Road; fax it to The HP at 429-4398; or send email to focus@TheHP.com. Timely 
news about upcoming events should be received two weeks prior to the events.

IN BRIEF
Veterans Awareness 
Day Saturday in Niles

NILES — Veterans 
Awareness Day will be from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday at 
the American Legion build-
ing, 104 N. Third St.

This outreach event fea-
tures numerous groups and 
services all available in one 
location, including Blue 
Star Mothers, American 
Legion Posts 26 and 51, 
VFW Post 4952, Congress-
man Fred Upton’s and state 
Sen. John Proos’ offi ces, 
Forgotten Heroes, Lest We 
Forget USA, Paws with A 
Cause, South Bend Vet 
Center, Mobile VA RV, 
Moes Mugs & More, Rob-
ert Miller Veterans Center, 
Millers Vets Color Guard, 
Michigan Medical Founda-
tion and Michigan Blood.

Information also will be 
available from veterans ser-
vice offi ces in Berrien and 
Cass counties. 

For more information, 
call 876-2923.

South County Dems 
to meet Monday

BUCHANAN — The 
South County Democratic 
Club will meet Monday at 
the Buchanan Moose 
Lodge, Redbud Trail and 
Front Street.

Doors open at 6 p.m., 
with the meeting at 7 p.m.

Care Trak subject 
of Thursday meeting

COVERT — Van Buren 
Reserve Offi cer Jeanne 
Parker will explain Care 
Trak from 1-3 p.m. Thurs-
day at Covert Senior Cen-
ter, 73292 34th Ave. 

Care Trak is designed to 
enable monitoring and lo-
cating people at risk for 
wandering or getting lost. It 
is a tool to help caretakers 
protect the people who are 
in their care. 

Registrations are suggest-
ed and can be made by call-
ing 764-8378.

Free child ID program 
April 18 in Niles

NILES — St. Joseph Val-
ley Masonic Lodge 4 will be 
provide a free child identifi -
cation program from 1-4 
p.m. Saturday, April 18, 
at the Niles-Buchanan 
YMCA, 905 N. Front St., 
as part of the Y’s Healthy 
Kids Day event.

Each child who goes 
through the process will re-
ceive a dental impression 
and a CD with a photo, 
video, digital fi ngerprints 
and vital information. Par-
ents or guardians of chil-
dren who participate must 
be present and fi ll out a per-
mission slip for the child to 
receive this service. Chil-
dren who have already re-
ceived the service are en-
couraged to repeat the 
process every two years to 
keep the information in the 
completed packets current. 

For questions or more in-
formation, call 612-7424 or 
visit www.michiganchildid.
org.

Korea veterans group 
meets April 18

EDWARDSBURG — 
The Papasan-Mamasan 
Korea Veterans Association 
will meet at 1:30 p.m. Satur-
day, April 18, at Edwards-
burg American Legion Post 
365, 25995 E. U.S. 12.

All Korea War veterans 
who were in service between 
June 25, 1950, and June 30, 
1955, are eligible to attend. 
For more information, call 
Bill Miller at 471-1405 or 
Don Holmes at 695-1133.

‘Mystery on Morton 
Hill’ set for April 18

BENTON HARBOR — 
Morton House Museum is 
sponsoring a “Mystery on 
Morton Hill” event called 
“Shenanigans on the S.S. 
City of Benton Harbor” at 

ANDREWS STUDENTS PLACE IN STRYKER CHALLENGE
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Andrews University engineering students Jonathan Penrod and Michael Hess II were 
part of the Michigan Colleges Alliance team that placed second at the 2015 Stryker Engi-
neering Challenge, held March 26–27, at Stryker Medical in Portage, Mich. Teams of four 
students competed for $1,000 scholarships and interviews for Stryker internships. This 
year there were six teams competing from various institutions. The Andrews students 
teamed with two students from Hope College. Members of the Michigan Colleges Alli-
ance Team, above, from left, are Justin Hanselman, Ben Fineout, senior design engineer/
Stryker mentor, Michael Hess II, Jonathan Penrod, Rochelle Miller, Gunnar Lovhoiden and 
Cameron Parrish, engineering supervisor/Stryker mentor. The challenge consisted of 
rescuing Lego “victims” in “downtown” Kalamazoo and traversing an obstacle course. 
“What stood out to me most about our team’s performance was how effectively we 
were able to collaborate in spite of our setbacks,” Hess said. “We were the only team 
from two different schools, none of us had ever worked together previously, and unlike 
the other teams most of us didn’t even know we were competing until the day before.”
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Each team was assigned a pit area to work on their vehicles if they needed service or 
repair during the competition.

LIBRARIES 
Benton Harbor

Teen Advisory Board will 
meet from 11 a.m.-noon 
Saturday. All teens who 
wish to join are welcome 
and will have a say in decid-
ing teen programs and ma-
terials, as well as volunteer 
opportunities at the library. 

Teen Game On will take 
place from noon-2 p.m. Sat-
urday. Teens may come in 
for video, board and card 
games.

Lakeland Health is hold-
ing a series of free commu-
nity wellness classes at the 
library on the second Tues-
day of each month from 11 
a.m.-noon. The topic for 
April 14 is preventing dia-
betes. Pre-registration is 
preferred but not required; 
walk-ins welcome. Refresh-
ments provided. For more 
information call 556-2808 
or 866-260-7544.

ABCs & Me Pre-School 
Story Time will meet from 
10:30-11:30 a.m. Wednes-
day. All ages are invited for 
stories, a craft and a short 
fi lm.

All veterans, families, and 
interested persons are invit-
ed to attend a Veterans Day 
of Honor reception from 10 
a.m.-noon April 18 in the 
auditorium. Guest speaker 
is Mrs. Jim Benson, speak-
ing on “Memories of a Bel-
gian War Bride.” Refresh-
ments available.

The Benton Harbor Pub-
lic Library Board will meet 
at 4 p.m. April 21 in the au-
ditorium.

Berrien Springs
Chips & Chapters is from 

4-4:30 p.m. Mondays for 
children in kindergarten 
through sixth grade.

After-school gaming is 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Mon-
days and Wednesdays.

Preschool Story Times 
are at 11 a.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.

There will be a book sale 
in the Dale Moon Commu-
nity Room on April 17-19, 
with a preview sale April 
16. There will be a $3 ad-
mission fee in order to get 
into the preview sale. Please 
bring cash – no credit cards 
or personal checks accept-
ed. All proceeds benefi t the 
Berrien Springs Communi-
ty Library.

Bridgman
Knit ‘n’ Yarn Knitters 

meet 1-3 p.m. Mondays and 
Thursdays.

Toddler-n-Me, an early 
literacy and development 
program, and Story Hour 
programs for ages 2-5 are 
Tuesdays. Baby-n-Me pro-
grams for ages 0-2 are Mon-
days. Call for information.

National Library Week is 
April 12-18. Come by the 
library for a gift of a special 
bag, pen and bookmark. 
Enter your name for a draw-
ing of a small butterfl y 
fountain. Help celebrate 
public libraries.

Binder Park Zoomobile 
of Battle Creek will offer a 
children’s program at 11 
a.m. April 18. They will 
present a trip around the 
world, learning about the 
many places that animals 
live. Live animal ambassa-
dors will share the wonders 
of the world’s diverse habi-
tats. Call or visit the library 
to sign up.

Buchanan
Little ones from 6 months 

to 6 years are welcome to 
hear stories, songs and crafts 
with Miss Sarah at 10:30 
a.m. Tuesdays. Last day for 
story time is April 28. 

Jack Knight Café is open 
from 3-4 p.m. Thursdays for 
middle-schoolers through 
April 30.

Senior Day will be 3-5 
p.m. Saturday. Enjoy a wine 
tasting, food, games, prizes, 
karaoke, a photo book and 
specialty tables. 

Call or stop by to set up 
an appointment with Pame-
la or Laura for your person-
al training on your Kindle, 
iPod, Nook or iPhone.

Adult craft day will be 
April 17. The craft will be 

decorated fl ower pots. Hen-
na patterns are traditionally 
used to adorn the body but 
we are going to use them on 
a terra cotta fl owerpot. 

Coloma
The spring session of 

Story Hour is at 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday. Join Ms. Amy 
for a craft, story and song 
time, Story Hour is for chil-
dren ages 3 and older. All 
children must be accompa-
nied and supervised by an 
adult. There is no sign-up 
or fee required.

The library is participat-
ing in Money Smart Week, 
the third full week in April. 
For more information, visit 
www.moneysmartweek.org

Hartford
Story Time is at 10:30 

a.m. Wednesdays for chil-
dren ages 2-5.

The Lego club group will 
meet from 4-6 p.m. Wednes-
day. Registration not re-
quired. Drop-in and create 
a Lego structure for a 
chance to win a prize. 

Lincoln
Stop by the library for as-

sistance with technology is-
sues on a fi rst come, fi rst 
served basis from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. Tuesdays and from 1-5 
p.m. Thursdays.

Do you homeschool or 
are you considering it? 
Please drop by the library 
from 6-8 p.m. Monday for 
our Homeschool Open 
House.

Our Gentle Reads book 
discussion group will meet 
at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday to dis-
cuss Garth Stein’s “The Art 
of Racing in the Rain.” 

Lego lovers ages 8-12 are 
invited to our next meeting 
of The Lego Bricks Club at 
4 p.m. Tuesday. The club will 
supply the Legos, you bring 
the imagination.

Thursday is Teen Litera-
ture Day, a part of National 
Library Week from the 
American Library Associa-
tion (ALA). Stop by the 
Teen Area to pick up some 
great books and our genre 
reading lists. Complete a 
personalized reading list 
form to receive a list of 
books that the teen staff  
thinks you will enjoy. Per-
sonalized reading list re-
quests must be turned in by 
April 30.

‘Tween Tomes, a book 
club for those in grades 4-6 
who love food, fun and great 
books, will meet at 4 p.m. 
Thursday. This month’s 
book is “Three Times 
Lucky” by Sheila Turnage. 
Ask for your copy of the 
book at the front desk. 

Register now for “Tales 
You Can Taste: A Book 
Club for Foodies.” We will 
meet in the upper seating 
area of Martin’s Side Door 
Café at 6 p.m. April 22 to 
discuss “Animal, Vegetable, 
Miracle” by Barbara King-
solver. Martin’s School of 
Cooking is offering an op-
tional companion class fea-
turing foods like those in the 
book for $15. To join the 
book discussion, drop by 
the library and pick up your 
copy of the book. To regis-
ter for the cooking class, call 
Martin’s Customer Service 
Desk at 429-1711.

Library story times in-
clude Friday’s Fun Friday 
Story Time & Craft at 10:30 
a.m. and Tuesday’s Toddler 
Tunes and Tales at 10:30 
a.m. Magic Carpet Story & 
Craft Time at 10:30 a.m. 
Fridays in the Baroda Mu-
nicipal Building.

Niles
Twisted Stiches meets at 1 

p.m. Fridays.
The Coalition meets at 2 

p.m. Saturdays.
Chess Club meets at 10 

a.m. Saturday. 
Jr. Garden Club will meet 

at 1 p.m. Saturday.
Cult Classics After hours 

will show “Flash Gordon” 
at 6 p.m. Saturday. 

Friends of the Niles Dis-
trict Library will meet at 4 
p.m. Monday. 

Lake Michigan College 
students earn scholarships

BENTON HARBOR — Lake Michi-
gan College students Carolina Brito of 
Dowagiac and Elena Fantroy of Berrien 
Springs have been awarded $500 Michi-
gan College Access Programs and Per-
sonnel (MICAPP) Aca-
demic Achievement 
scholarships. 

Brito also was awarded 
the $1,000 Silas Purnell 
Scholarship at the MI-
CAPP Student Leadership 
Summit Banquet in Tra-
verse City, the fi rst time an 
LMC student has received 
the award.

“The MICAPP Scholar-
ship recognizes the ability of students to 
overcome the unique challenges faced by 
fi rst-generation college students,” said 
Nancy Johnson, Student Support Ser-
vices project director at LMC. “It ac-
knowledges the perseverance, excellent 
academic work and community involve-
ment of these young women, and brings 
each of them one step closer to their 
shared goal of working to positively as-
sist children and families.”

Brito will receive her associate of arts 
degree with high honors in May and will 

attend Grand Valley State University in 
the fall to pursue a bachelor of social 
work degree. Her application score also 
qualifi ed her to receive the $1,000 Silas 
Purnell Scholarship from by the Mid-

America Association of 
Educational Opportunity 
Program Personnel.

Fantroy will graduate 
from LMC in August with 
an associate of general 
studies degree with honors. 
While attending LMC she 
has been recognized as the 
2015 LMC Student Sup-
port Services Student of 
the Year. In the fall she will 

attend Andrews University, where she 
will pursue an elementary education de-
gree.

Brito and Fantroy are members of Phi 
Theta Kappa national honor society for 
community college students. Brito serves 
as the public relations and outreach offi -
cer for the society and is co-president of 
the LMC Student Senate. She also vol-
unteers with her church youth group. 
Fantroy serves as the youth and women’s 
ministry leader at her church and tutors 
at-risk elementary students.

FANTROYBRITO

REUNIONS
Buchanan High School

The Buckteens committee has begun 
planning the 61st Alumni Reunion, 
which will be Sunday, June 14, at the Bu-
chanan High School Auxiliary gym.

Invitations are emailed and mailed to 
classmates who have been out of school 
for 40-plus years.

RSVP by May 15 by mail or email: 
buchananbuckteensreunion@gmail.
com. Questions can be directed to Kay 
Gardner at 405-3869 or Jerry Flenar at 
695-6096. If you do not receive an invita-
tion by the end of April, please contact 
one of them.

The next committee meeting will be at 
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 14, at the Senior 
Center on Rynearson Street. Anyone in-

terested in joining the committee is wel-
come to attend.

Watervliet High School
Anyone who attended or graduated 

from Watervliet High School is invited to 
a reunion Saturday, Aug. 15. 

A catered lunch will be served, and 
special activities are planned, including 
tours of the WHS building, football sta-
dium and library. Pictures and memora-
bilia will be on display. Alumni are wel-
come to contact classmates, staff and 
friends. For more information, call Mar-
sha Stennecke Cole at 463-3712 or Donna 
Gillard Curtis at 463-6680.

To submit reunion information, send a news release to: 
Focus, The Herald- Palladium, P.O. Box 128, St. Joseph, MI 
49085, or email focus@TheHP.com.See IN BRIEF, page A6 See LIBRARIES, page A6


