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Finding home  
in USA and LMC

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP — When Anastasia 
Kotlyarova began study-
ing at Lake Michigan 
College, she couldn’t wait 
to experience what the 
institution had to offer

However, 
as a new ar-
rival from 
Russia, An-
astasia first 
had to come 
to grips with 
ex p re s s i n g 
herself  in 
the unfamil-
iar language 
of  English 
when she 
s t a r t e d 
classes in 
A u g u s t 
2013.

“I was not 
quite sure 
that I could 
speak to ev-
eryone be-
cause I was not under-
standing every single 
word they were saying – 
but then, after a couple 
weeks at LMC, I started 
getting it, and started 
loving it,” Anastasia said. 
“My work place, friends, 
faculty, they all guided 
me.”

On Sunday, Anastasia 
will get another reminder 
of  how far she’s come 
when she and Clarissa 
Wright address their 
classmates one last time 
as the featured com-
mencement student 
speakers.

For her speech, Anas-
tasia is focusing on “how 
I got here, what LMC did 
for me, and what I found 
at LMC,” she said.

Anastasia, 20, of  St. 
Joseph, graduates with a 
4.0 grade point average 
and an associate’s degree 
in business administra-
tion.

She’s made the Presi-
dent’s List throughout 
her tenure, and is also an 
Anne Mulder scholar.

Anastasia hails from 
Moscow. She had trav-
eled with her father Alex, 
a real estate agent, to Tur-
key – where she helped 
him as an interpreter.  

Russia native earns 
commencement 
speaking slot 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP — The first execu-
tive dean at Lake Michi-
gan College’s South 
Haven campus will gain 
LMC’s highest service 
award at Sunday’s com-
mencement.

Janice Varney will be 
one of five people gaining 
LMC honors Sunday.

The college will present 
its annual Bernard C. 
Radde Distinguished Ser-
vice Award to Varney of 
South Haven during the 2 
p.m. ceremony at the 
Mendel Center.

LMC President Bob 
Harrison said Varney is 
getting the award for her 
contributions in launch-
ing the South Haven cam-
pus and helping it become 
an integral part of the 
community.

“In 2003, the residents 
of South Haven entrusted 
LMC with the responsi-
bility to deliver to them 
high-quality college edu-
cation,” Harrison said. 
“Janice took on our am-
bitions for the area and 
made them her own. She 
has and deserves the re-
spect of everyone at the 
college.”

The award is named af-
ter the late Bernard C. 
Radde, a 25-year LMC 
board member, and is 
presented annually to a 
person or persons “who 
have advanced the cause 
of LMC and higher edu-
cation,” according to the 
college.

Varney, a native of 
Minnesota, has been in-
volved in several commu-
nity organizations and 
was recently awarded the 
2014 South Haven Cham-
ber of Commerce Life-
time Achievement 
Award.

Before leading the 

Five people 
gain special 
LMC honors 

Sunday
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State unhappy with BH schools
By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
The Benton Harbor school 
board is in hot water with 
the state after suspending its 
superintendent and appoint-

ing an acting one Thursday.
The state Treasury De-

partment sent an electronic 
letter to board President 
Sharon James on Friday 
stating that the appointment 
of an acting superintendent 
is contrary to the consent 
agreement the school board 
signed in September and will 
be treated as null and void. 

The letter states the board’s 

action could result in the de-
partment pursuing available 
remedies under Public Act 
436 of 2012, commonly 
called the emergency man-
ager law.

At a special meeting 
Thursday, school board 
trustees suspended Superin-
tendent Leonard Seawood 
with pay pending an investi-
gation of an undisclosed 

matter. The trustees then ap-
pointed the district’s turn-
around specialist, Claude 
Tiller, as acting superinten-
dent.

But the letter, signed by 
Chief Deputy Treasurer 
Thomas Saxton, states that 
the administrative structure 
of the school district remains 
unchanged.

“Nothing in the Consent 

Agreement authorizes the 
Board of Education to ap-
point in an acting capacity 
an individual to the superin-
tendent’s position when that 
position has not been vacat-
ed,” Saxton states in the let-
ter. “Furthermore, the Con-
sent Agreement prohibits the 
Board of Education from 
filling a vacancy in that posi-
tion, even in an acting capac-

ity, without the approval of 
the State Treasurer.”

According to the consent 
agreement, the superinten-
dent can’t be terminated or 
replaced without approval 
from the Treasury Depart-
ment. 

James was unavailable for 
comment.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

Acting superintendent 
declared ‘null and void’

KOTLYAROVA

WRIGHTBy MEGHAN CHANDLER
HP Copy Editor

BENTON TOWNSHIP — In 
2003, Amy and Kirby Briske opened 
the Blue Dress Barn wedding hall in 
Benton Harbor for its first half-sea-
son with a total of six booked wed-
dings.

Now, the Briskes’ Blue Dress Barn 
and MillCreek Barns, which opened 
in 2008, are home to 150 weddings 
each year and have gained national 
attention. Adding to the number is 
the Briskes’ newest venue, Sundance 
Studios, set to open at 4817 Territo-
rial Road in downtown Millburg in 
May.

“When we have people in our spac-
es, we are able to take them to a dif-
ferent place,” Amy Briske said.

Trend takeoff
The Briskes were born and raised 

in Michigan, Amy Briske in Wacous-
ta and Kirby Briske in Manistee. The 
pair met as neighbors gardening in 
the courtyard in the art-
ist lofts of the 
P i l s e n 

neighborhood in Chicago, and they 
soon moved back to Michigan and 
began their wedding movement.

“In the first year, which was a half-
season, we had six weddings. I re-
member talking about that, so proud 
that we had six,” said Amy Briske, 
who attended the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago. “I can’t believe 
that we have 150 weddings a year 
now.”

Amy Briske said there are women 
who have been waiting for years to 
get into Blue Dress Barn, which was 
originally the House of David dairy 
barn. And many of them have to wait 
for years even after booking the wed-
ding, as Blue Dress Barn and Mill-
Creek each book out about two years 
in advance.

“We created a barn 
frenzy all over the 
place,” Amy Briske 
said. She said that 
in 2003, there 
were three 
b a r n 

venues in Michigan and now there 
are 70.

Blue Dress Barn, which is now 
booking 2017 weddings, was recently 
voted one of the best venues in the 

Don Campbell / HP staff See more photos:heraldpalladium.mycapture.com

ABOVE: Amy and Kirby Briske are pictured in the dining hall of their newly opened wedding venue, Sundance Studios, at 4817 
Territorial Road in Millburg. BOTTOM: The newly opened Sundance Studios in Millburg.

Another place to say ‘I do’
Owners of Blue Dress Barn, MillCreek Barns open third venue

“With this venue we 
decided we wanted to 
reach out to the same 
clientele, but with a 
more chic style. Kind of 
a city bride who wants to 
go to the country.”

AMY BRISKE
Owner of Sundance Studio

See VENUE, page A8
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LMC to award 482 degrees and certificates
BENTON TOWNSHIP 

— Lake Michigan College 
on Sunday will confer 482 
degrees and certificates to 
465 students during annual 
commencement.

The event is at 2 p.m.
LMC will award 455 asso-

ciate degrees, 14 certificates 
of achievement and 13 Level 
1 certificates during the 68th 
annual commencement at 
the Mendel Center. Those 
from Southwest Michigan 
receiving degrees and certifi-
cates include:

Honors notations: 
* (3.25-3.74 G.P.A.) – 

Honors
** (3.75-3.99 G.P.A.) – 

High Honors
*** (4.00 G.P.A.) - High-

est Honors
+ – Multiple degrees

Bangor: Christina Marie 
Cease, Sonya DeeAnn Cook *, 
Lisa Marie Williams *

Baroda: Scott Eric Bell *, Brad-
ley Philip Clapp **, Kristin Louise 
Clark, Mary Kathryn Conlin, 
Grant Anthony Greiffendorf, 
Heather Mae Gusse **, Lance 
Robert Harris, Allan R Hasse Jr 
**, Stephanie Lee Hasse ***, 
Laura Courtney Peters, Maria 
Nicole Pinkowski, Annalise Marie 
Salisbury, Nichole Ann Marie 
Wall, Suzanne Myrtle Walton *, 
Karen K Weich *

Benton Harbor: Tamika DaSha 
Allen, Cassandra Carole Angier 
**, Quwanetta Jenise Venoy 
Anthony, Tiffany Jean Archer *, 
Sonseeahray Marie Bates, Riley 
Austin Beaman, Craig Nola Bell;

Edna Mae Brimite, Danyl 
Arlene Broderick, Jarren A. 
Brown, Matthew William Buller 
**, Tiffny Nacole Butler, Eartha J 
Carter, Sabrina Carter, Maurice 
Lee Childs, Joseph Dondrail 
Clark, Shelly Ann Clay *, Jona-
than Lawrence Coburn * , 
Shuntell DeLane Coleman, Sam-
uel Carter Cray *;

Marta M Daniels *, Whitney 
Sharrell Deeds, Andrea Christine 
Dybdahl, Max Burton Franklin, 
Danenette Fuller, Sherrie Lynn 
Gill, Sean Connery Gray, Rebec-
ca Lynn Green, Tiara Samone 
Greer-Allen *, Tina Josette Guild, 
Maurice Darryl Hampton, Alma 
Gene Hurst, Kyna Michelle King, 
William Michael Klopp, David 

Scott Lewis *, Brandon Loomis, 
Ashli Jacoy Malone *, Aprial 
Nicole McCoy, Jairia Linette 
McCoy, Erin Maureen McGuire *, 
Theodore Antonio McKinney;

 Bradley James Molhoek, 
Sha’von Marie Moore, Kevion Y 
Morse, Tiffany Ann Marie Napier, 
Lois Jean Nelson-Lowe, Da 
Jonte Timaze Oliver *, Adam 
James Pailing *, Keisha Moni 
Phillips *, Kapresha Nicole 
Pierce, Hannah Kaitlyn Porter-
field *, Caitlin Ashley Rockhill *, 
Robert John Schadt, Emma R 
Schaper *, Patrick Sims, Vanessa 
Renee’ Steinbrook;

Tonya Evette Taylor, Carley 
Marie Trainor, Sabrina Lynn Tru-
jillo, Tikira Deniece Wadford, Ant-
wan Walls, Lori Renee’ Warren, 
Yolande Renee Watson, Delores 
Jean White-Seidling, Ambi Sherri 
Bullocks-Williams, Samuel L 
Williams Sr., Brandon Michael 
Wright, Derek Faustin Wyre *, 
Brandon Joseph Yenchus

Berrien Center: Lyndel Levar 
Hodge *

Berrien Springs: Elizabeth 
Birago Achianor, Roy James 
Bammann, Aaron Joseph Capps 
*, Phillip Houston Capps *, Ash-
lea Lynn Cochran *, David Ver-
non Cowsert, Yanitza Cruz, Cody 
Lee Davis;

Buyandelger Erdenebat, Elena 
Yuvette Fantroy *, Kelsey Nicole 
Fernandez, Randi Lee Amberlynn 
Hughes *, Purdy Joshua Jackson 
*, Tebuho Kabambe, Michael 
Sinclair Kohles **, Maria Guadal-
upe Lorenzo-Herrera *, Law-
rence Nyasha Masarira *, Ken-
neth Ross Mayo;

Derek James Morgan, Caprice 
Catherine Mottley *, Zachary 
Kenneth Mottley, Shin Jeong Oh, 
Daniel Paul Quaka *, Joseph 
Michael Rach *, Raluca Roman 
*, Samuel J Ruiz, Chiteu Nan-
konde Shisholeka *, Veronica 
Lyn Spitzke, Victoria Bethany 
Spitzke, Laura Elizabeth Streel-
man *, Carline E Thompson, Zali-
ka Natasha Thompson, Isaac 
Joshua Thumbalamoto, Eliza-
beth Sue Wedde

Bloomingdale: Chathlyn 
Jacey Fleetwood * +

Bridgman: Monika Marie 
Ansinn *, Zachary Goering Bauer, 
Allison Choline Boughner *, 
James Roger Coman, Zane Ste-
ven Copeland, Brittney Nicole 
Doehrer *, Constance Nicole 

Falatic +, Ian Lawrence Fenton;
Tage Edwin Heyn III, Brandi 

Marie Kading, Kevin Alexander 
Kalchik ***, Sasha Lee Ketelaar 
*, Lina Laukavicus **, Lindsay 
Leigh Lowery *, Malinda Marie 
Melick ***, Alexander James 
Pike, Amanda Lynn Poplawski, 
Devin M Sullivan, Brady Scott 
Wasko

Buchanan: Amanda Summer 
Anglero *, Loretta Marie Baker, 
Amber Rene Breden, Alexander 
Jarrell Brown, Cody D Brown *, 
Morgan Elizabeth French *, April 
Nicole Kotesky, Alexis Marie 
Lenox *, Victoria Rian Mueller *, 
Jessica Page Oswald;

Elizabeth Karly Panama *, Tara 
Nicole Peters *, Carol Lou Quig-
ley *, Hayley Ann Smith *, Doug-
las R Summers, Derrek Christo-
pher Vylonis, Emily Rose Ward, 
James J Ward **, Donna Kaye 
Wetzel

Coloma: Lauren Nicole Baker 
*, Agness Burnette *, Mindy 
Renee Gould, Dana Rachelle 
Hess, Corey Michael-Wade 
James *, Tyler Nathaniel John-
son *, Kyle Wayne Leamer *, 
Miranda Nicole Lerke-Sobralski, 
Dorion Abraham Martinez;

Stephen Michael Miller *, 
Joseph Paul Newnum *, Michael 
Paul Pelate, Tiana Jo Querfurth, 
Jesse Phalan Ray, Cassandra 
Lee Ritter, Natasha Lashuan 
Simmons, Kristina Strunk **, 
Kaytlin Marie Veverka, Daniel 
John Carlson

Covert: Jennifer Stephanie 
Green, Vanessa Lynn Mason *, 
Erica Morales-Alejandre, Marilu 
Saucedo, Annette Swarn, Sarah 
Elizabeth Wheeler

Dowagiac: Ryan Eugene Bas-
sett, Kelsey Nicole Bauschke * , 
Carolina Brito **, Rubicelia Brito, 
Caelen David Cox, Jennifer 
Cresta Johnson, Emilyanne 
Marie Kellogg *, Jessica Joy 
Krueger, Paloma Mireles, Devon 
Leigh Ownby *, Joseph Allen 
Pasternak, Meagan Elizabeth 
Ruff *

Eau Claire: Nichole Louise 
Briggs, Jenna Ruth Green, Kati 
Ann Lemons, Samantha Marie 
Napier *, Callie Amelia Oviatt *, 
Kristin R Robbins, LuCretia Ellen 
VanTuyle, Nichole Mari Herr

Fennville: Alyssa Alfaro, Zach-
ary Maxwell Ginzel, Gloria Ann 
Hernandez-Dusek ***, Reginald 
Edward King *, Mason Robert 

Lievense, Shelly Ann Lorbeck-
Lacy *, Jessica Ruby Solis *, 
Rachel Renee Steanburg

Galien: Dawn Marie Nekvasil
Grand Junction: Jason Wil-

liam Bryant **, Julie Anne Guer-
rero **, Montana M Hescott, Jes-
sica Dawn Hooper *, Brandi Alica 
McNulty *, Melanie Marie Ulen *, 
Paige Kristen Walters *

Harbert: Mia Cristal Doersch-
ner

Hartford: Benjamin Elmo 
Hickmott **, Jessica Nicole 
Munson *, Jose Antonio Perez

Lawrence: Amanda Kirstine 
Bailey, Christian Danielle Day *, 
Kristen Marie Feuerstein, Sarah 
Emily Plane, Ashley Samantha 
Turk

Lawton: Angela K Chavis **
New Buffalo: Elizabeth Adri-

enne Riley **
Niles: Mathew Joseph Briand 

* +, Victoria Marie Chapman *, 
Heather Marie Daniels, Lindsey 
Ann Davis *, Dana Marie 
Delmuro, Laura Leigh DuMond *, 
Kathryn Jude Dutoi *, Randy F 
Farr, Benjamin Ryan Gerber *, 
Matthew John Griesinger, Jac-
quelyn Marie Grooms **, Brian 
Luke Perry *, Michelle Tara Pull-
ing **, Julia Musette Rumsey, 
Kevin Logan Runyon, Dillon 
Eugene Stone *, Amber Nicole 
Stoops, Victoria Elizabeth-Aaron 
Toney, Mykal Alan Toxopeus, 
Courtney Lynn Williams

Paw Paw: Jessica Arin Guess 
*

Pullman: Jeanette Lynn Cross 
**, Lauren Marie Curley, Chelsea 
Ann Kasinger

Sawyer: Donita Lynn Barskus 
***, Tami Lynn Schutze *, Rebec-
cah Hope Wisn

Sodus: Rebecca Lynn Asher, 
Tyler John Burbach, Katheryn 
Lauren Flewelling *, Carly Dako-
ta Quinn Harris, Jennifer Sue 
Temple *, Joshua George 
Worden

South Haven: Ivan Akansiima, 
Ambrea Morgan Alofs, Travis 
O’neal Blackston *, Shelly Lynn 
Brown **, Aubree Elise Butler, 
Erin Michelle Cooper, Eric G Fer-
rell, Tabitha A Flatau *, Amy 
Marie Green *, Sarah Jean Hem-
bree;

Jennifer Marie Higley *, Shelly 
Rae Jones, Joel Brandon Kacz-
marek *, Jennifer Ann Kelley, 
Darian Tricia Kelly, Megan 
Denise Kiker, Joshua Douglas 

Kuhn *, Zachary Thomas Lexow, 
Brian Wayne Lochner *, Shannon 
Lynn Lorren *;

Catherine Camilla Marcoux, 
Alyssa Marie Nunez, Angela 
Marietta Pelosi-Harrison *, 
Megan Elizabeth Servatius, Earl 
Eugene Smittie, Solina Marie 
Warren, Kristyn Nicole Wickham 
*, Joshua Ryan Woods

St. Joseph: Litara Afualo, 
Rachael Elizabeth Amor *, Emily 
Dawn Ankli, Kenya Nicole Atkins, 
Brandi Lynn Austin *, Tracie Lynn 
Baker;

Vincent Charles Ball *, Benja-
min Oliver Beer, Jessie Jean 
Bigelow, Hannah Raye Breyen *, 
Natasha Nicole Brown, Emily 
Anne Bublick *, Britany Marie 
Carr, Skylar Yvette Cooper;

Kendall Elizabeth Dick, Mari-
anne Dine *, Brian Paul Edgerly, 
Donald Jeffery Edgerly, Amanda 
Christine Favorite, Michael 
Gerard Glowacki, Tonya Renee 
Gonzales, Kaelyn Renee Goss, 
Alyssa Marie Groth, Abby Eliza-
beth Haynes **, Ericka Leigh 
Hungerford **, James Matthew 
Kavanagh **, Barinderjot Singh 
Kharoud;

Manthan Kimmane-Rathnakar 
*, Caroline Grace Kleinhample, 
Anastasia O Kotlyarova ***, 
Nicole Anne Kruschel *, Hannah 
Nariko Kusaka **, Rachel Lange 
***, Nicholas Richard Lawrence, 
Chelsea Ranne Lentz **, Dakota 
Jeffrey Mahler, Kayla Kristine 
Mahler, Toni McCrone, Taryn Col-
leen McKillion;

Scott Richard Merrill, Ryan 
Patrick Murdoch *, Tre Michael 
Nelson *, Christopher David 
Reck, Hannah Faye Rockette *, 
Brittany Blue Ross *, Courtney E 
Rousselle **, Haley Elizabeth 
Rueske *, Micah Gerald Schaffer 
**, Hope L Sheppard, Janel 
LeAnn Snipes *, Richard Dustin 
Stone *, Kathleen Szymczak 
Lindsay *, Charles Thomas Van-
derDoes;

Benjamin Richard Walter, 
Samantha Nichole Walter, Jor-
dan Elizabeth Wasserman, Brit-
tany Marie Watts, Richard Alex 
Weir *, Aiden Jaye Weston *, 
McKenzie Katheleen Wilson *, 
Clarissa Madaline Wright, Vasily I 
Zadorozhnyy **, Hillary Nicole 
Hackett

Stevensville: Max David 
Agens, Nikolay Vladimirovich 
Bagaev **, Olga Nelly Benitez, 

Cassaundra Elise Bolt *, Amanda 
Laine Clark, Kenneth David 
Climer, Nathan T Dumminger *, 
Sylvia Mae Durham **, Sarah 
Ann French;

Amanda Lynn Gruenberg, 
Nechelle Aniese Guest, Meghan 
Elizabeth Kessler, Megan Jenni-
fer Klutts *, Elliot Samuel Lemon;

Stephanie Patricia Mattison *, 
Julie Ann Medo *, Heather Lynn 
Mollett *, Anna Elizabeth Peden, 
Mercedes Marie Rederick, Drew 
Allen Schueneman, Chelsea 
Maree Small, Olga Tomayly *, 
Tabitha Marie Young

Three Oaks: John Henry 
Aurenz *, Dennis Richard Gooldy, 
Kalena Nicole Graham, Saman-
tha Ann Marie Lutson, Michelle 
Lynn Nicely, Lisa M Parker *, 
Ingrid Marie Stein *

Union Pier: Austin Peter 
Levine *

Watervliet: Sarah Elizabeth 
Baumeister, Levi Richard Engle 
*, Christina Nichole Halamka *, 
Krysten Anna Hess *, Annette 
Teresa Klaassen, Karianne 
Courtney Lane, Robert Thomas 
Lovell *, Katherine Patricia 
Romeo ***, Danielle Lynn Smith, 
Dana Marie Tenter

Certificates of Achievement
Benton Harbor: Jamie Tyron-

da Clay, Velma Jean Holliday, 
Karnowla Lawana White 

Coloma: Jessica Sonya Mason
Covert: Sarah Elizabeth 

Wheeler
Eau Claire: Shannon Marie 

Bidwell
Galien: Mitchell Steven Turner 

**
Hartford: Guadalupe Sanchez
Niles: Rodney Roy Hamilton 

***
South Haven: Margarita Cal-

deron, Jasmine Luna
St. Joseph: Jessie Jean Big-

elow
Stevensville: Cassaundra 

Elise Bolt *

Level 1 certificates
Benton Harbor: Joshua Dean 

Dilts, Yolande Renee Watson
Berrien Springs: Michael Sin-

clair Kohles
Niles: Rodney Roy Hamilton, 

Michelle Tara Pulling
Sodus: Carly Dakota Quinn 

Harris
Stevensville: Nikolay Vladi-

mirovich Bagaev + 

Besides English and Rus-
sian, she also speaks Ger-
man and Turkish.

However, America 
proved to be a different 
experience when Anasta-
sia followed her older 
brother, Denis, to South-
west Michigan in the fall 
of  2012.

“He came an as ex-
change student (from 
Moscow State University). 
He worked here for awhile, 
met some people and 
learned about LMC,” An-
astasia recalled. “He de-
cided to take me here and 
show me the area.”

Anastasia fell in love 
with the people and her 
proximity to Lake Michi-

gan as she adjusted to a 
completely different cul-
ture.

For example, “I didn’t 
drive myself  anywhere 
back home, so I had to 
drive everywhere alone,” 
she said.

However, Anastasia 
credits the hospitality that 
she encountered in and 
out of  the classroom as 
the biggest factor in help-
ing her adjust.

“They just wanted to 
know how I’m doing, how 
my morning is going – 
that’s the best thing,” she 
said.

That adjustment gained 
momentum about a week 
after classes started when 
she landed a work study 
job as an assistant for 
LMC’s vice president of 
administrative services, 

Anne Erdman, and her as-
sistant, Kathy Tebell.

“I’d never worked in an 
office before, and it had a 
lot of  people. It was hard 
to remember all of  their 
names when I was intro-
duced to every person,” 
Anastasia said, laughing. 
“But it’s like a big family. 
They had a great impact 
on me because whenever I 
had some problems, I 
knew that I could come to 
someone and talk.”

Anastasia said her pro-
fessors proved equally 
supportive.

“After every class, I’d 
come up to the teacher 
and say, ‘Hey, what were 
you talking about the 
whole hour?’ They would 
explain, they would give 
me the chapter. They were 
just always great,” she 

said.
Once settled in, Anasta-

sia threw herself  into ac-
tivities like joining the Phi 
Beta Kappa sorority and 
the Business Professionals 
of  America.

Anastasia’s educational 
journey won’t end on Sun-
day, though.

She received a merit-
based scholarship to 
Grand Valley State Uni-
versity, where she plans to 
earn a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration, 
with an emphasis in health 
and hospital administra-
tion, an LMC news release 
said.

She then plans on get-
ting a graduate degree at 
an Ivy League university.

Anastasia said she ex-
pects to work in health 
administration first with 

hopes of  eventually cross-
ing over into caring for 
patients herself.

“I’m doing health ad-
ministration as a first step, 
but later I want to do a lit-
tle medical work, as well. I 
really want to help people; 
that always was my goal 
and my life,” she said.

Clarissa Wright
Clarissa, also of  St. Jo-

seph, is graduating with 
an associate’s degree in 
nursing. At 17, she under-
went surgery at the Uni-
versity of  Michigan and 
was inspired by the nurses 
that she met there to pur-
sue a health care career.

Clarissa said her goal is 
to “make a positive im-
pact on people in their 
most vulnerable mo-
ments,. Attending LMC is 

the best decision I could 
have made.”

Her speech, titled “Les-
sons Outside the Lecture 
Halls,” will focus on the 
benefits of  her LMC expe-
rience.

She credits LMC’s nurs-
ing program with giving 
her self-confidence and 
time management skills, 
as well as the clinical ex-
perience needed to suc-
ceed in her field.

Clarissa is a member of 
Phi Beta Kappa, Student 
Senate and Sky Diving 
Club. She plans to contin-
ue her education in nurs-
ing.

Graduating students en-
ter a commencement 
speaker competition, from 
which a panel of  staff  and 
faculty members chooses 
the finalists.

HOME
From page A1

South Haven 
campus, Var-
ney served as 
LMC’s dean 
of student 
services for 
more than six 
years, helping 
to develop the 
Richard J. 
Pappas Stu-
dent Services 
Center.

Honorary degree
The late Raymond Ricor-

dati Jr. of Buchanan will 
gain an honorary Associate 
of Arts degree for inspiring 
LMC stu-
dents and em-
ployees after 
returning to 
college at the 
age of 63. His 
legacy will be 
celebrated at a 
special cere-
mony before 
commence-
ment.

Ricordati owned success-
ful businesses, including Chi-
cago Florist Supply, a whole-
sale family business; and 

Heirloom Construction, a 
builder of luxury homes 
throughout Michigan and 
Chicago. But despite his pro-
fessional accomplishments, 
Ricordati long regretted not 
earning a college degree, so 
in 2014 he enrolled as a full-
time student at Lake Michi-
gan College’s Bertrand 
Crossing Campus.

“Ray served as a mentor 
to the younger students in 
the course, suggesting help-
ful study strategies, provid-
ing words of encouragement, 
and telling students that ex-
cuses don’t work in the busi-
ness world,” said his history 
instructor, Tim Moore.

Alumni service
The Alumni Service 

Award will be presented to 
Donald C. Mitchell of Ben-
ton Harbor. The award is 
given to alumni who have 
made important contribu-
tions personally or profes-
sionally to the community or 
LMC.

Mitchell’s family has lived 
in the St. Joseph-Benton 
Harbor community since 
1870, and they have passed 
along their commitment to 
the community from genera-
tion to generation. An Air 
Force veteran, Mitchell 

serves on vari-
ous commu-
nity service 
organizations, 
including as a 
member and 
past president 
of the Lake 
M i c h i g a n 
C o l l e g e 
Alumni Asso-
ciation Board of Directors.

When he returned to 
Michigan, Mitchell was 
hired as the first black office 
employee at Bendix/Allied 
Signal Corp. as an industrial 
engineer. After his retirement 
from Bendix, he worked for 
15 years as a mortgage origi-
nator.

He works part time as a 
starter at the Harbor Shores 
Golf Club.

While at Bendix, Mitchell 
earned his Associate of Sci-
ence in Business Manage-
ment from Lake Michigan 
College. He has been a mem-
ber of the LMC Alumni 
Board since 1997.

He lives with his wife, Ger-
aldine. They have two grown 
children, Stacey Mitchell 
Johnson and Ryan Mitchell, 
and three grandchildren.

Alumni achievement
The Alumni Achievement 

Award is presented to an 
alumnus who attended LMC 
within the past 15 years and 
has demonstrated significant 
achievement and distin-
guished themselves in career, 
education or community 
such that they would be role 
models to current LMC stu-
dents.

The award will be present-
ed to Brittnee Ashten Carter 
of South Haven.

Carter’s academic inclina-
tions became apparent early 
when she chose as a sopho-
more at South 
Haven High 
School to take 
a course in 
Japanese at 
LMC. She 
took advan-
tage of dual 
enrollment at 
LMC, becom-
ing the first 
South Haven 
student to earn her associ-
ate’s degree before graduat-
ing from high school.

Today, after three more 
degrees, publications in aca-
demic journals, and two fel-
lowships, Carter is working 
on her Ph.D. in political sci-
ence at the University of 
Kansas.

Carter has earned two 

bachelor of arts degrees in 
Russian language and litera-
ture and Spanish culture and 
language at the University 
of Notre Dame, and a Mas-
ter of Arts in International 
Studies – Russian, East Eu-
ropean and Central Asian 
Studies – from the Universi-
ty of Washington.

Carter lives in Kansas with 
her partner, Thomas Ringen-
berg.

Beckwith award
The Clarence Beckwith 

Distinguished Alumni 
Award will be presented to 
Andrew Bauer of Bridg-
man. Named in honor of 
LMC’s first president, the 
award is given to alumni 
who have accomplished sig-
nificant personal and pro-
fessional success.

Bauer has served with dis-
tinction as a conservation 
officer for the Michigan De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources for 23 years. As-
signed to Berrien County 
since 1991, his job duties 
change seasonally, enforc-
ing the state’s hunting, fish-
ing, marine safety, off-road 
vehicle and snowmobile 
laws throughout Southwest-
ern Michigan. Conservation 
officers are fully sworn po-

lice officers and can enforce 
all laws throughout the 
state.

When he was named the 
Shikar Safari’s Internation-
al Conservation Officer of 
the Year in 
2001, he was 
surprised be-
cause he was 
much young-
er than many 
f o r m e r 
awardees. He 
says that this 
award was his 
proudest mo-
ment, being 
in the company of the other 
awardees, who are “very 
hardworking, creative peo-
ple.”

Bauer earned his Associ-
ate in Business Administra-
tion with honors from Lake 
Michigan College and a 
Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness Management from 
Grand Valley State Univer-
sity.

Bauer lives with his wife 
Jennifer and their two chil-
dren in Bridgman. Their 
son, Zach, graduates from 
LMC this year and hopes to 
follow his father into law en-
forcement, and their daugh-
ter, Camille, is a freshman at 
Bridgman High School.
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LMC to award 482 degrees and certificates
BENTON TOWNSHIP 

— Lake Michigan College 
on Sunday will confer 482 
degrees and certificates to 
465 students during annual 
commencement.

The event is at 2 p.m.
LMC will award 455 asso-

ciate degrees, 14 certificates 
of achievement and 13 Level 
1 certificates during the 68th 
annual commencement at 
the Mendel Center. Those 
from Southwest Michigan 
receiving degrees and certifi-
cates include:

Honors notations: 
* (3.25-3.74 G.P.A.) – 

Honors
** (3.75-3.99 G.P.A.) – 

High Honors
*** (4.00 G.P.A.) - High-

est Honors
+ – Multiple degrees

Bangor: Christina Marie 
Cease, Sonya DeeAnn Cook *, 
Lisa Marie Williams *

Baroda: Scott Eric Bell *, Brad-
ley Philip Clapp **, Kristin Louise 
Clark, Mary Kathryn Conlin, 
Grant Anthony Greiffendorf, 
Heather Mae Gusse **, Lance 
Robert Harris, Allan R Hasse Jr 
**, Stephanie Lee Hasse ***, 
Laura Courtney Peters, Maria 
Nicole Pinkowski, Annalise Marie 
Salisbury, Nichole Ann Marie 
Wall, Suzanne Myrtle Walton *, 
Karen K Weich *

Benton Harbor: Tamika DaSha 
Allen, Cassandra Carole Angier 
**, Quwanetta Jenise Venoy 
Anthony, Tiffany Jean Archer *, 
Sonseeahray Marie Bates, Riley 
Austin Beaman, Craig Nola Bell;

Edna Mae Brimite, Danyl 
Arlene Broderick, Jarren A. 
Brown, Matthew William Buller 
**, Tiffny Nacole Butler, Eartha J 
Carter, Sabrina Carter, Maurice 
Lee Childs, Joseph Dondrail 
Clark, Shelly Ann Clay *, Jona-
than Lawrence Coburn * , 
Shuntell DeLane Coleman, Sam-
uel Carter Cray *;

Marta M Daniels *, Whitney 
Sharrell Deeds, Andrea Christine 
Dybdahl, Max Burton Franklin, 
Danenette Fuller, Sherrie Lynn 
Gill, Sean Connery Gray, Rebec-
ca Lynn Green, Tiara Samone 
Greer-Allen *, Tina Josette Guild, 
Maurice Darryl Hampton, Alma 
Gene Hurst, Kyna Michelle King, 
William Michael Klopp, David 

Scott Lewis *, Brandon Loomis, 
Ashli Jacoy Malone *, Aprial 
Nicole McCoy, Jairia Linette 
McCoy, Erin Maureen McGuire *, 
Theodore Antonio McKinney;

 Bradley James Molhoek, 
Sha’von Marie Moore, Kevion Y 
Morse, Tiffany Ann Marie Napier, 
Lois Jean Nelson-Lowe, Da 
Jonte Timaze Oliver *, Adam 
James Pailing *, Keisha Moni 
Phillips *, Kapresha Nicole 
Pierce, Hannah Kaitlyn Porter-
field *, Caitlin Ashley Rockhill *, 
Robert John Schadt, Emma R 
Schaper *, Patrick Sims, Vanessa 
Renee’ Steinbrook;

Tonya Evette Taylor, Carley 
Marie Trainor, Sabrina Lynn Tru-
jillo, Tikira Deniece Wadford, Ant-
wan Walls, Lori Renee’ Warren, 
Yolande Renee Watson, Delores 
Jean White-Seidling, Ambi Sherri 
Bullocks-Williams, Samuel L 
Williams Sr., Brandon Michael 
Wright, Derek Faustin Wyre *, 
Brandon Joseph Yenchus

Berrien Center: Lyndel Levar 
Hodge *

Berrien Springs: Elizabeth 
Birago Achianor, Roy James 
Bammann, Aaron Joseph Capps 
*, Phillip Houston Capps *, Ash-
lea Lynn Cochran *, David Ver-
non Cowsert, Yanitza Cruz, Cody 
Lee Davis;

Buyandelger Erdenebat, Elena 
Yuvette Fantroy *, Kelsey Nicole 
Fernandez, Randi Lee Amberlynn 
Hughes *, Purdy Joshua Jackson 
*, Tebuho Kabambe, Michael 
Sinclair Kohles **, Maria Guadal-
upe Lorenzo-Herrera *, Law-
rence Nyasha Masarira *, Ken-
neth Ross Mayo;

Derek James Morgan, Caprice 
Catherine Mottley *, Zachary 
Kenneth Mottley, Shin Jeong Oh, 
Daniel Paul Quaka *, Joseph 
Michael Rach *, Raluca Roman 
*, Samuel J Ruiz, Chiteu Nan-
konde Shisholeka *, Veronica 
Lyn Spitzke, Victoria Bethany 
Spitzke, Laura Elizabeth Streel-
man *, Carline E Thompson, Zali-
ka Natasha Thompson, Isaac 
Joshua Thumbalamoto, Eliza-
beth Sue Wedde

Bloomingdale: Chathlyn 
Jacey Fleetwood * +

Bridgman: Monika Marie 
Ansinn *, Zachary Goering Bauer, 
Allison Choline Boughner *, 
James Roger Coman, Zane Ste-
ven Copeland, Brittney Nicole 
Doehrer *, Constance Nicole 

Falatic +, Ian Lawrence Fenton;
Tage Edwin Heyn III, Brandi 

Marie Kading, Kevin Alexander 
Kalchik ***, Sasha Lee Ketelaar 
*, Lina Laukavicus **, Lindsay 
Leigh Lowery *, Malinda Marie 
Melick ***, Alexander James 
Pike, Amanda Lynn Poplawski, 
Devin M Sullivan, Brady Scott 
Wasko

Buchanan: Amanda Summer 
Anglero *, Loretta Marie Baker, 
Amber Rene Breden, Alexander 
Jarrell Brown, Cody D Brown *, 
Morgan Elizabeth French *, April 
Nicole Kotesky, Alexis Marie 
Lenox *, Victoria Rian Mueller *, 
Jessica Page Oswald;

Elizabeth Karly Panama *, Tara 
Nicole Peters *, Carol Lou Quig-
ley *, Hayley Ann Smith *, Doug-
las R Summers, Derrek Christo-
pher Vylonis, Emily Rose Ward, 
James J Ward **, Donna Kaye 
Wetzel

Coloma: Lauren Nicole Baker 
*, Agness Burnette *, Mindy 
Renee Gould, Dana Rachelle 
Hess, Corey Michael-Wade 
James *, Tyler Nathaniel John-
son *, Kyle Wayne Leamer *, 
Miranda Nicole Lerke-Sobralski, 
Dorion Abraham Martinez;

Stephen Michael Miller *, 
Joseph Paul Newnum *, Michael 
Paul Pelate, Tiana Jo Querfurth, 
Jesse Phalan Ray, Cassandra 
Lee Ritter, Natasha Lashuan 
Simmons, Kristina Strunk **, 
Kaytlin Marie Veverka, Daniel 
John Carlson

Covert: Jennifer Stephanie 
Green, Vanessa Lynn Mason *, 
Erica Morales-Alejandre, Marilu 
Saucedo, Annette Swarn, Sarah 
Elizabeth Wheeler

Dowagiac: Ryan Eugene Bas-
sett, Kelsey Nicole Bauschke * , 
Carolina Brito **, Rubicelia Brito, 
Caelen David Cox, Jennifer 
Cresta Johnson, Emilyanne 
Marie Kellogg *, Jessica Joy 
Krueger, Paloma Mireles, Devon 
Leigh Ownby *, Joseph Allen 
Pasternak, Meagan Elizabeth 
Ruff *

Eau Claire: Nichole Louise 
Briggs, Jenna Ruth Green, Kati 
Ann Lemons, Samantha Marie 
Napier *, Callie Amelia Oviatt *, 
Kristin R Robbins, LuCretia Ellen 
VanTuyle, Nichole Mari Herr

Fennville: Alyssa Alfaro, Zach-
ary Maxwell Ginzel, Gloria Ann 
Hernandez-Dusek ***, Reginald 
Edward King *, Mason Robert 

Lievense, Shelly Ann Lorbeck-
Lacy *, Jessica Ruby Solis *, 
Rachel Renee Steanburg

Galien: Dawn Marie Nekvasil
Grand Junction: Jason Wil-

liam Bryant **, Julie Anne Guer-
rero **, Montana M Hescott, Jes-
sica Dawn Hooper *, Brandi Alica 
McNulty *, Melanie Marie Ulen *, 
Paige Kristen Walters *

Harbert: Mia Cristal Doersch-
ner

Hartford: Benjamin Elmo 
Hickmott **, Jessica Nicole 
Munson *, Jose Antonio Perez

Lawrence: Amanda Kirstine 
Bailey, Christian Danielle Day *, 
Kristen Marie Feuerstein, Sarah 
Emily Plane, Ashley Samantha 
Turk

Lawton: Angela K Chavis **
New Buffalo: Elizabeth Adri-

enne Riley **
Niles: Mathew Joseph Briand 

* +, Victoria Marie Chapman *, 
Heather Marie Daniels, Lindsey 
Ann Davis *, Dana Marie 
Delmuro, Laura Leigh DuMond *, 
Kathryn Jude Dutoi *, Randy F 
Farr, Benjamin Ryan Gerber *, 
Matthew John Griesinger, Jac-
quelyn Marie Grooms **, Brian 
Luke Perry *, Michelle Tara Pull-
ing **, Julia Musette Rumsey, 
Kevin Logan Runyon, Dillon 
Eugene Stone *, Amber Nicole 
Stoops, Victoria Elizabeth-Aaron 
Toney, Mykal Alan Toxopeus, 
Courtney Lynn Williams

Paw Paw: Jessica Arin Guess 
*

Pullman: Jeanette Lynn Cross 
**, Lauren Marie Curley, Chelsea 
Ann Kasinger

Sawyer: Donita Lynn Barskus 
***, Tami Lynn Schutze *, Rebec-
cah Hope Wisn

Sodus: Rebecca Lynn Asher, 
Tyler John Burbach, Katheryn 
Lauren Flewelling *, Carly Dako-
ta Quinn Harris, Jennifer Sue 
Temple *, Joshua George 
Worden

South Haven: Ivan Akansiima, 
Ambrea Morgan Alofs, Travis 
O’neal Blackston *, Shelly Lynn 
Brown **, Aubree Elise Butler, 
Erin Michelle Cooper, Eric G Fer-
rell, Tabitha A Flatau *, Amy 
Marie Green *, Sarah Jean Hem-
bree;

Jennifer Marie Higley *, Shelly 
Rae Jones, Joel Brandon Kacz-
marek *, Jennifer Ann Kelley, 
Darian Tricia Kelly, Megan 
Denise Kiker, Joshua Douglas 

Kuhn *, Zachary Thomas Lexow, 
Brian Wayne Lochner *, Shannon 
Lynn Lorren *;

Catherine Camilla Marcoux, 
Alyssa Marie Nunez, Angela 
Marietta Pelosi-Harrison *, 
Megan Elizabeth Servatius, Earl 
Eugene Smittie, Solina Marie 
Warren, Kristyn Nicole Wickham 
*, Joshua Ryan Woods

St. Joseph: Litara Afualo, 
Rachael Elizabeth Amor *, Emily 
Dawn Ankli, Kenya Nicole Atkins, 
Brandi Lynn Austin *, Tracie Lynn 
Baker;

Vincent Charles Ball *, Benja-
min Oliver Beer, Jessie Jean 
Bigelow, Hannah Raye Breyen *, 
Natasha Nicole Brown, Emily 
Anne Bublick *, Britany Marie 
Carr, Skylar Yvette Cooper;

Kendall Elizabeth Dick, Mari-
anne Dine *, Brian Paul Edgerly, 
Donald Jeffery Edgerly, Amanda 
Christine Favorite, Michael 
Gerard Glowacki, Tonya Renee 
Gonzales, Kaelyn Renee Goss, 
Alyssa Marie Groth, Abby Eliza-
beth Haynes **, Ericka Leigh 
Hungerford **, James Matthew 
Kavanagh **, Barinderjot Singh 
Kharoud;

Manthan Kimmane-Rathnakar 
*, Caroline Grace Kleinhample, 
Anastasia O Kotlyarova ***, 
Nicole Anne Kruschel *, Hannah 
Nariko Kusaka **, Rachel Lange 
***, Nicholas Richard Lawrence, 
Chelsea Ranne Lentz **, Dakota 
Jeffrey Mahler, Kayla Kristine 
Mahler, Toni McCrone, Taryn Col-
leen McKillion;

Scott Richard Merrill, Ryan 
Patrick Murdoch *, Tre Michael 
Nelson *, Christopher David 
Reck, Hannah Faye Rockette *, 
Brittany Blue Ross *, Courtney E 
Rousselle **, Haley Elizabeth 
Rueske *, Micah Gerald Schaffer 
**, Hope L Sheppard, Janel 
LeAnn Snipes *, Richard Dustin 
Stone *, Kathleen Szymczak 
Lindsay *, Charles Thomas Van-
derDoes;

Benjamin Richard Walter, 
Samantha Nichole Walter, Jor-
dan Elizabeth Wasserman, Brit-
tany Marie Watts, Richard Alex 
Weir *, Aiden Jaye Weston *, 
McKenzie Katheleen Wilson *, 
Clarissa Madaline Wright, Vasily I 
Zadorozhnyy **, Hillary Nicole 
Hackett

Stevensville: Max David 
Agens, Nikolay Vladimirovich 
Bagaev **, Olga Nelly Benitez, 

Cassaundra Elise Bolt *, Amanda 
Laine Clark, Kenneth David 
Climer, Nathan T Dumminger *, 
Sylvia Mae Durham **, Sarah 
Ann French;

Amanda Lynn Gruenberg, 
Nechelle Aniese Guest, Meghan 
Elizabeth Kessler, Megan Jenni-
fer Klutts *, Elliot Samuel Lemon;

Stephanie Patricia Mattison *, 
Julie Ann Medo *, Heather Lynn 
Mollett *, Anna Elizabeth Peden, 
Mercedes Marie Rederick, Drew 
Allen Schueneman, Chelsea 
Maree Small, Olga Tomayly *, 
Tabitha Marie Young

Three Oaks: John Henry 
Aurenz *, Dennis Richard Gooldy, 
Kalena Nicole Graham, Saman-
tha Ann Marie Lutson, Michelle 
Lynn Nicely, Lisa M Parker *, 
Ingrid Marie Stein *

Union Pier: Austin Peter 
Levine *

Watervliet: Sarah Elizabeth 
Baumeister, Levi Richard Engle 
*, Christina Nichole Halamka *, 
Krysten Anna Hess *, Annette 
Teresa Klaassen, Karianne 
Courtney Lane, Robert Thomas 
Lovell *, Katherine Patricia 
Romeo ***, Danielle Lynn Smith, 
Dana Marie Tenter

Certificates of Achievement
Benton Harbor: Jamie Tyron-

da Clay, Velma Jean Holliday, 
Karnowla Lawana White 

Coloma: Jessica Sonya Mason
Covert: Sarah Elizabeth 

Wheeler
Eau Claire: Shannon Marie 

Bidwell
Galien: Mitchell Steven Turner 

**
Hartford: Guadalupe Sanchez
Niles: Rodney Roy Hamilton 

***
South Haven: Margarita Cal-

deron, Jasmine Luna
St. Joseph: Jessie Jean Big-

elow
Stevensville: Cassaundra 

Elise Bolt *

Level 1 certificates
Benton Harbor: Joshua Dean 

Dilts, Yolande Renee Watson
Berrien Springs: Michael Sin-

clair Kohles
Niles: Rodney Roy Hamilton, 

Michelle Tara Pulling
Sodus: Carly Dakota Quinn 

Harris
Stevensville: Nikolay Vladi-

mirovich Bagaev + 

Besides English and Rus-
sian, she also speaks Ger-
man and Turkish.

However, America 
proved to be a different 
experience when Anasta-
sia followed her older 
brother, Denis, to South-
west Michigan in the fall 
of  2012.

“He came an as ex-
change student (from 
Moscow State University). 
He worked here for awhile, 
met some people and 
learned about LMC,” An-
astasia recalled. “He de-
cided to take me here and 
show me the area.”

Anastasia fell in love 
with the people and her 
proximity to Lake Michi-

gan as she adjusted to a 
completely different cul-
ture.

For example, “I didn’t 
drive myself  anywhere 
back home, so I had to 
drive everywhere alone,” 
she said.

However, Anastasia 
credits the hospitality that 
she encountered in and 
out of  the classroom as 
the biggest factor in help-
ing her adjust.

“They just wanted to 
know how I’m doing, how 
my morning is going – 
that’s the best thing,” she 
said.

That adjustment gained 
momentum about a week 
after classes started when 
she landed a work study 
job as an assistant for 
LMC’s vice president of 
administrative services, 

Anne Erdman, and her as-
sistant, Kathy Tebell.

“I’d never worked in an 
office before, and it had a 
lot of  people. It was hard 
to remember all of  their 
names when I was intro-
duced to every person,” 
Anastasia said, laughing. 
“But it’s like a big family. 
They had a great impact 
on me because whenever I 
had some problems, I 
knew that I could come to 
someone and talk.”

Anastasia said her pro-
fessors proved equally 
supportive.

“After every class, I’d 
come up to the teacher 
and say, ‘Hey, what were 
you talking about the 
whole hour?’ They would 
explain, they would give 
me the chapter. They were 
just always great,” she 

said.
Once settled in, Anasta-

sia threw herself  into ac-
tivities like joining the Phi 
Beta Kappa sorority and 
the Business Professionals 
of  America.

Anastasia’s educational 
journey won’t end on Sun-
day, though.

She received a merit-
based scholarship to 
Grand Valley State Uni-
versity, where she plans to 
earn a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration, 
with an emphasis in health 
and hospital administra-
tion, an LMC news release 
said.

She then plans on get-
ting a graduate degree at 
an Ivy League university.

Anastasia said she ex-
pects to work in health 
administration first with 

hopes of  eventually cross-
ing over into caring for 
patients herself.

“I’m doing health ad-
ministration as a first step, 
but later I want to do a lit-
tle medical work, as well. I 
really want to help people; 
that always was my goal 
and my life,” she said.

Clarissa Wright
Clarissa, also of  St. Jo-

seph, is graduating with 
an associate’s degree in 
nursing. At 17, she under-
went surgery at the Uni-
versity of  Michigan and 
was inspired by the nurses 
that she met there to pur-
sue a health care career.

Clarissa said her goal is 
to “make a positive im-
pact on people in their 
most vulnerable mo-
ments,. Attending LMC is 

the best decision I could 
have made.”

Her speech, titled “Les-
sons Outside the Lecture 
Halls,” will focus on the 
benefits of  her LMC expe-
rience.

She credits LMC’s nurs-
ing program with giving 
her self-confidence and 
time management skills, 
as well as the clinical ex-
perience needed to suc-
ceed in her field.

Clarissa is a member of 
Phi Beta Kappa, Student 
Senate and Sky Diving 
Club. She plans to contin-
ue her education in nurs-
ing.

Graduating students en-
ter a commencement 
speaker competition, from 
which a panel of  staff  and 
faculty members chooses 
the finalists.
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South Haven 
campus, Var-
ney served as 
LMC’s dean 
of student 
services for 
more than six 
years, helping 
to develop the 
Richard J. 
Pappas Stu-
dent Services 
Center.

Honorary degree
The late Raymond Ricor-

dati Jr. of Buchanan will 
gain an honorary Associate 
of Arts degree for inspiring 
LMC stu-
dents and em-
ployees after 
returning to 
college at the 
age of 63. His 
legacy will be 
celebrated at a 
special cere-
mony before 
commence-
ment.

Ricordati owned success-
ful businesses, including Chi-
cago Florist Supply, a whole-
sale family business; and 

Heirloom Construction, a 
builder of luxury homes 
throughout Michigan and 
Chicago. But despite his pro-
fessional accomplishments, 
Ricordati long regretted not 
earning a college degree, so 
in 2014 he enrolled as a full-
time student at Lake Michi-
gan College’s Bertrand 
Crossing Campus.

“Ray served as a mentor 
to the younger students in 
the course, suggesting help-
ful study strategies, provid-
ing words of encouragement, 
and telling students that ex-
cuses don’t work in the busi-
ness world,” said his history 
instructor, Tim Moore.

Alumni service
The Alumni Service 

Award will be presented to 
Donald C. Mitchell of Ben-
ton Harbor. The award is 
given to alumni who have 
made important contribu-
tions personally or profes-
sionally to the community or 
LMC.

Mitchell’s family has lived 
in the St. Joseph-Benton 
Harbor community since 
1870, and they have passed 
along their commitment to 
the community from genera-
tion to generation. An Air 
Force veteran, Mitchell 

serves on vari-
ous commu-
nity service 
organizations, 
including as a 
member and 
past president 
of the Lake 
M i c h i g a n 
C o l l e g e 
Alumni Asso-
ciation Board of Directors.

When he returned to 
Michigan, Mitchell was 
hired as the first black office 
employee at Bendix/Allied 
Signal Corp. as an industrial 
engineer. After his retirement 
from Bendix, he worked for 
15 years as a mortgage origi-
nator.

He works part time as a 
starter at the Harbor Shores 
Golf Club.

While at Bendix, Mitchell 
earned his Associate of Sci-
ence in Business Manage-
ment from Lake Michigan 
College. He has been a mem-
ber of the LMC Alumni 
Board since 1997.

He lives with his wife, Ger-
aldine. They have two grown 
children, Stacey Mitchell 
Johnson and Ryan Mitchell, 
and three grandchildren.

Alumni achievement
The Alumni Achievement 

Award is presented to an 
alumnus who attended LMC 
within the past 15 years and 
has demonstrated significant 
achievement and distin-
guished themselves in career, 
education or community 
such that they would be role 
models to current LMC stu-
dents.

The award will be present-
ed to Brittnee Ashten Carter 
of South Haven.

Carter’s academic inclina-
tions became apparent early 
when she chose as a sopho-
more at South 
Haven High 
School to take 
a course in 
Japanese at 
LMC. She 
took advan-
tage of dual 
enrollment at 
LMC, becom-
ing the first 
South Haven 
student to earn her associ-
ate’s degree before graduat-
ing from high school.

Today, after three more 
degrees, publications in aca-
demic journals, and two fel-
lowships, Carter is working 
on her Ph.D. in political sci-
ence at the University of 
Kansas.

Carter has earned two 

bachelor of arts degrees in 
Russian language and litera-
ture and Spanish culture and 
language at the University 
of Notre Dame, and a Mas-
ter of Arts in International 
Studies – Russian, East Eu-
ropean and Central Asian 
Studies – from the Universi-
ty of Washington.

Carter lives in Kansas with 
her partner, Thomas Ringen-
berg.

Beckwith award
The Clarence Beckwith 

Distinguished Alumni 
Award will be presented to 
Andrew Bauer of Bridg-
man. Named in honor of 
LMC’s first president, the 
award is given to alumni 
who have accomplished sig-
nificant personal and pro-
fessional success.

Bauer has served with dis-
tinction as a conservation 
officer for the Michigan De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources for 23 years. As-
signed to Berrien County 
since 1991, his job duties 
change seasonally, enforc-
ing the state’s hunting, fish-
ing, marine safety, off-road 
vehicle and snowmobile 
laws throughout Southwest-
ern Michigan. Conservation 
officers are fully sworn po-

lice officers and can enforce 
all laws throughout the 
state.

When he was named the 
Shikar Safari’s Internation-
al Conservation Officer of 
the Year in 
2001, he was 
surprised be-
cause he was 
much young-
er than many 
f o r m e r 
awardees. He 
says that this 
award was his 
proudest mo-
ment, being 
in the company of the other 
awardees, who are “very 
hardworking, creative peo-
ple.”

Bauer earned his Associ-
ate in Business Administra-
tion with honors from Lake 
Michigan College and a 
Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness Management from 
Grand Valley State Univer-
sity.

Bauer lives with his wife 
Jennifer and their two chil-
dren in Bridgman. Their 
son, Zach, graduates from 
LMC this year and hopes to 
follow his father into law en-
forcement, and their daugh-
ter, Camille, is a freshman at 
Bridgman High School.
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