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Submitted photos

Graduating students at Lake Michigan College in Benton Township listen to LMC President Robert Harrison during 
Sunday’s graduation ceremony. 

RIGHT: Students gradu-
ating as registered 

nurses display their col-
orfully decorated hats at 

the graduation ceremony 
Sunday. The college 

handed out 482 degrees 
and certificates to 465 

LMC students.

LAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE GRADUATION
BENTON HARBOR

Panel gets 
another 
look at 
plan for  
old school

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
The Benton Harbor Plan-
ning Commission will meet 
at 1 p.m. May 19 to recon-
sider a request by Ann Ar-
bor developer Sam Thomas 
to rezone the former Calvin 
Britain School so he can 
turn it into apartments.

The meeting was moved 
due to the May 5 election.

Thomas has a purchase 
agreement with Benton 
Harbor Area Schools to 
buy the building for 
$100,000 if  he can get the 
required approvals, includ-
ing from the city to rezone 
the property to multi-family 
residential.

This will be the second 
time planning commission-

ers considered this request. 
They approved recom-
mending the rezoning 
March 3 by a 4-3 vote and 
sent it to the City Commis-
sion for consideration.

At the April 6 City Com-
mission meeting, the item 
was taken off the agenda 
just hours before the meet-
ing. No reason was given at 
the time.

But after the meeting, 
City Commissioner Juanita 
Henry, who sits in the Plan-
ning Commission, said city 
commissioners received a 
copy of a letter from the 
city’s attorney, stating that 
one of the planning com-
missioners, Dillon Barnes, 
had a conflict of interest be-
cause he works for the 
school district. 

Barnes, a teacher at Ben-
ton Harbor High School, 
voted to approve the rezon-
ing.

But Henry said if  Barnes 
has a conflict of interest, so 
does Mayor James Hight-

Developer wants  
low-income  
apartments,  
planners divided

BENTON TWP.

Work underway 
for new tech 
center at LMC
By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Site preparation and re-
mediation began Wednes-
day for the new technology 
center that Lake Michigan 
College plans to open by 
May 2016 at its Napier Av-
enue campus.

The LMC Board of 
Trustees decided Tuesday 
to hire Kalin Construction 
of Sodus to complete the 
work for $608,058. There 
were no other bidders.

Kalin’s bid is the first of 
three that trustees will de-
cide between now and June, 
said Anne Erdman, vice 
president of administra-
tion.

“They’re going to remove 
soils that are not effective 
for construction,” Erdman 
said. “They’ll be rutting the 
ground for the foundation 
to go in, and they’ll be help-
ing to put back some of the 
asphalt we’ll be removing in 
order to move some of the 
utilities so that we can con-
struct the building.”

Initial soil borings showed 
“some level of surface soil 
contamination from the use 
of pesticides during the 
years the site was an or-
chard,” a memo in Tues-
day’s board packet said.

Wightman & Associates 
of Benton Township devel-
oped a plan to address the 

See CALVIN BRITAIN, page A8

See TECH CENTER, page A8

Baltimore mayor lifts curfew 6 days after riots
By JULIET LINDERMAN
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Six 
days after the death of 
Freddie Gray sparked riots 
in Baltimore, the city’s 
mayor lifted a citywide 
curfew on Sunday morn-
ing, signaling an end to the 
extraordinary measures 

taken to ensure public 
safety amid an outcry over 
police practices.

The order for residents 
to stay home between 10 
p.m. and 5 a.m. had been 
in place since Tuesday, and 
officials had planned to 
maintain it through Mon-
day morning. Protests since 
Monday’s riots have been 

peaceful, and Friday’s an-
nouncement of charges 
against six officers involved 
in Gray’s arrest eased ten-
sions.

Mayor Stephanie Rawl-
ings-Blake said in a state-
ment that she didn’t want 
the curfew to continue any 
longer than necessary.

“My number one priori-

ty in instituting a curfew 
was to ensure the public 
peace, safety, health and 
welfare of Baltimore citi-
zens,” the Democratic 
mayor said. “It was not an 
easy decision, but one I felt 
was necessary to help our 
city restore calm.”

Nepal’s wrenching choices:  
‘I feel like I could die anytime’
By FOSTER KLUG
Associated Press

KATHMANDU, Nepal 
— Four days after the 
earthquake ripped apart 
the supporting wall attach-
ing her ancient brick house 
to the tilting seven-story 
building next door, Parbati 
Gautam moved back in. 

As the aftershocks keep 
coming, she can’t stop 
thinking about the wretch-
ed state of the four-story 
structure where she and 
her husband operate a nar-
row, soot-streaked bakery 
on the first floor — and the 
closet-sized room behind 
that where they sleep with 
their two little girls. 

The building was so rat-
tled by the huge April 25 
quake that fist-sized cracks 
spread like webs across the 
walls and ceilings, connect-
ing in places like small river 

deltas seen from the air. 
And then there’s the giant 
peach-colored building 
that looms unsteadily over 
her home and workplace.

“I feel like could die any-
time. But I have to work, 
and I have no other place 
to go,” she says as her hus-
band cooks small pastries 

behind her on a gas stove. 
Before moving back, they 
slept under the open skies, 
without a tent or tarp, un-
til her fear that thieves 
would steal her baking 
equipment, and the need 
to make money, drove 
them back home. “I worry 
about the children, but 
what other choice do we 
have?” 

———
In the shattered neigh-

borhoods of Kathmandu, 
down buckled, potholed 
dirt roads, similar stories 
emerge.  

Although fear has driven 
many survivors to relatives’ 
homes in the countryside, 
and some still live outside 
in vacant lots amid pan-
caked homes, others have 
made a wrenching deci-
sion. 

Foster Klug / AP

Anu Shreshta, 31, left, talks Saturday to neighbors near a 
one-room shack where she and six members of her family 
have lived since the April 25 earthquake in Kathmandu, Nepal. 
“We’re not safe here,” Shrestha, says. “I feel I will die now.” 
The family feels it is not safe here but stays because they 
need to protect their cosmetics shop and their possessions. 

See NEPAL, page A8

See BALTIMORE, page A8
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .54º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .63º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .42º
Record High . . . . . . 87º in 1955
Record Low . . . . . . 29º in 1971
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Normal month to date. . . . 0.36"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 9.64"
Normal year to date . . . . 10.56"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:36 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:48 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:27 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:08 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see mostly cloudy 
skies with a 60% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms, 
high temperature of 70º, 
humidity of 82%. South wind 
10 mph. Expect cloudy skies 
tonight with a 70% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Today, southwest winds 10 to 20 kt veering to north late in the 
morning. Showers and thunderstorms likely. Waves 2 to 4 ft. Water 
temperature 45 degrees.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Tuesday

T-storms Likely
64º / 53º

Wednesday

Partly Cloudy
70º / 57º

Thursday

Mostly Sunny
76º / 61º

Friday

Few T-storms
76º / 59º

Today

T-storms Likely
70º

Tonight

T-storms Likely
50º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today, skies will be sunny to partly cloudy with a few showers, highs in 
the 50s. Northwest wind 10 to 15 mph. Tuesday, skies will remain sunny 
with highs in the 60s. Southeast wind 5 mph.

Today, skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy with scattered showers and 
thunderstorms, highs in the 60s and 70s. Southwest wind 11 mph. 
Tuesday, skies will be cloudy with scattered showers and thunderstorms.

What is the center of a 
hurricane called? ?

Answer: The eye

Last
5/11

New
5/17

First
5/25

Full
6/2

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 59
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for May 4, 2015
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1990

Shiree Edswards, Miss Benton 
Harbor 1990, was chosen as 
Miss Congeniality by her fellow 
community queens during a 
banquet at the Cook Energy In-
formation Center near Bridg-
man Thursday night.

Four retiring St. Joseph teach-
ers will be honored May 9 by the 
St. Joseph Education Associa-
tion and the St. Joseph School 
Board. Those retiring – Robert 
Hunt, Edith Hawks, Phyllis 
Thurkettle and Alex Ramirez – 
have more than 25 years each in 
the teaching profession.

35 years ago – 1980
Plangger’s Furniture begins 

its 25th season of men’s fast 
pitch softball today, hoping the 
combination of some new faces 

and seasoned veterans adds up 
to another winner. “We’ll be 
starting a few new young players 
and a lot could depend on how 
they perform,” sponsor and 
team manager Rich Plangger 
says. “However, I feel we’ll be as 
good as ever if  Ricky (Plangger) 
pitches well. That’s the key.”

50 years ago – 1965
The old McDonald estate, 

which stood looking down on 
the Benton Harbor City Hall 
form Brunson Hill for more 
than half a century, was the last 
of 17 buildings to be leveled in 
Benton Harbor’s first major step 
toward urban renewal. The plot 
will be turned over to the city 
housing commission, and by the 
summer of 1966, a high-rise el-
derly housing unit will overlook 
the area.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Monday, May 4, the 
124th day of 2015. There are 241 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On May 4, 1925, an interna-

tional conference opened in Ge-
neva to forge an agreement 
against the use of chemical and 
biological weapons in war; the 
Geneva Protocol was signed on 
June 17, 1925 and went into 
force in 1928.

On this date:
In 1886, at Haymarket Square 

in Chicago, a labor demonstra-
tion for an 8-hour work day 
turned into a deadly riot when a 
bomb exploded.

In 1932, mobster Al Capone, 
convicted of income-tax eva-

sion, entered the federal peni-
tentiary in Atlanta. (Capone was 
later transferred to Alcatraz Is-
land.)

In 1942, the Battle of the Cor-
al Sea, the first naval clash fought 
entirely with carrier aircraft, be-
gan in the Pacific during World 
War II. (The outcome was con-
sidered a tactical victory for Im-
perial Japan, but ultimately a 
strategic one for the Allies.)

In 1961, the first group of 
“Freedom Riders” left Washing-
ton D.C. to challenge racial seg-
regation on interstate buses and 
in bus terminals.

In 1970, Ohio National 
Guardsmen opened fire during 
an anti-war protest at Kent State 
University, killing four students 
and wounding nine others.
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ower, who also sits on the 
Planning Commission and 
voted against the rezon-
ing. Hightower is the 
brother-in-law of the 
school’s suspended super-
intendent, Leonard Sea-
wood.

Meanwhile, at the Plan-
ning Commission’s April 
meeting, Barnes tried to 
resign but handed his res-
ignation in just as the 
meeting closed. 

Planning Commission 
Vice Chairman Bryan Jo-
seph said Barnes will have 
to hand in his resignation 

at the next meeting be-
cause he presented it too 
late.

Barnes said he is resign-
ing because he just wants 
to help beautify the city 
and is not interested in the 
political stuff.

Thomas is proposing to 
spend almost $11 million 
to build 47 low-income 
housing units in and 
around Calvin Britain 
School. He had originally 
proposed spending $30 
million, which would have 
included building 50 du-
plexes on property around 
the school, adding anoth-
er 100 housing units. But 
he said he scaled back the 
project at the request of 

city officials.
He said he uses federal 

low-income housing tax 
credits allocated by the 
Michigan State Housing 
Development Authority 
to fund his projects.

In addition, on May 19, 
the Planning Commission 
will consider a request by 
Hope, Love and Grace 
Girls Home in Benton 
Harbor for a special land 
use permit for 785 Pipe-
stone St. 

The permit is requested 
so the organization can 
open a 24-hour facility to 
receive minor children for 
care and supervision.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

CALVIN BRITAIN
From page A1

contamination, which 
Abonmarche Group engi-
neers reviewed and con-
firmed, the memo said.

LMC is pursuing the 
project to place all its 
manufacturing technology 
programs in one spot. 

The board began that 
process in December by 
closing MTEC in Benton 
Harbor, where most of the 
programs were housed, 
and selling the building to 
Whirlpool Corp.

Construction for the 
new center will begin on 
the northeast side, on an 
apple orchard that’s be-
tween the main campus 
building and Western 
Michigan University’s 
building, Erdman said. 
The site is about 40,000 
square feet.

The estimated cost is 
$9.6 million, which will 
come out of the general 

fund and a capital cam-
paign that’s underway, she 
said.

The other bids are for 
steel and construction, 
and general contracting, 
which Erdman expects the 
board to decide in May 
and June, respectively.

Anyone wishing to do-
nate to the project should 
contact Mary Klemm, the 
LMC Foundation’s inter-
im executive director, at 
927-6849 or 800-252-
1652.

The board  decided to 
hire a contractor to repair 
its parking lots and side-
walks at its Bertrand 
Crossing, Napier Avenue 
and South Haven campus-
es, but spend no more than 
$147,400. 

Bids for the project are 
due by May 8.

The college has hired 
Abonmarche of Benton 
Harbor to help prioritize 
the most pressing areas, 
Erdman said.

“We’ve made a list of all 

the things we’d like to do. 
Depending on how far the 
money goes is how far 
we’ll go,” she said.

Erdman said the project 
is necessary to repair as-
phalt breakup resulting 
from two consecutive win-
ters of severe freeze-thaw 
cycles.

“While we have made 
substantive efforts to re-
pair portions of this dam-
age, a concerted effort is 
required to prevent further 
degradation of these phys-
ical assets,” a memo in 
Tuesday’s packet stated.

In other action, the 
board passed a resolution 
in support of a state li-
cense for its new enology 
and viticulture program.

The college has received 
a federal license, but still 
needs to through the state 
process, Erdman said.

The board set a public 
hearing on its proposed 
2015-16 budget for 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 23, at the 
Mendel Center.

TECH CENTER
From page A1

They have returned to 
buildings that the earth-
quake rocked partially off  
their foundations, so that the 
backs sag dangerously below 
the fronts like an animal 
squatting on its haunches. 
Or to homes where the brick 
has crumbled. Or where the 
walls have split, the facades 
droop and the balconies 
slant toward the ground be-
low. 

Experts have warned that 
many of the city’s buildings 
may have been “softened up” 
by the magnitude-7.8 quake, 
and a big aftershock, com-
ing closer to the densely 
packed capital than the 
earthquake did, could be 
devastating. The U.N. hu-
manitarian chief said on a 
visit this week that the most 
urgent need is shelter. She 
called for an assessment of 
buildings to see which ones 
are too dangerous to live in.

But many of the citizens 
of Kathmandu can’t afford 
to wait. 

None of those interviewed 
on a recent visit to some of 
the hardest hit neighbor-

hoods had any long-term 
plans for rebuilding or 
strengthening their homes. 
None had seen a government 
inspector or structural engi-
neer. 

When pressed about why 
they’ve returned, they shrug 
and offer up a variation of 
the same question: “What 
else could I do?”

———
In the same building where 

Gautam’s family lives, Push-
pa Man Shrestha can relax a 
little during the day, when 
other people are around. But 
at night, when it’s just him, 
he’s too scared to sleep. He 
leaves the door open so he 
can flee quickly if an after-
shock brings the building 
down. 

Bricks are exposed under 
the shattered, green-painted 
plaster. Dust swirls in sun-
light that filters in between 
the large cracks where the 
house has been ripped from 
the big building next door. 

“If a big enough earth-
quake comes, this house 
might fall on me,” Shrestha, 
53, says. “I’m very fright-
ened, but what can I do? I 
have to protect the posses-
sions here. There are thieves 
everywhere.”  

———
On the roof of Khim Ba-

hadur’s stately four-story 
home, the concrete slab plat-
form that once held his water 
tank has been knocked over 
and cracked; it juts into the 
air at an angle and seems 
ready to fall to the street be-
low. There are cracks on each 
floor, and along the founda-
tion. 

“I still don’t know if it’s 
dangerous or not,” says Ba-
hadur, 40, who works in con-
struction. “I’m maybe 70 
percent confident, and 30 
percent worried. No one 
around here knows if their 
homes are OK. That’s the 
most worrying thing.”

A neighbor presses a hand-
written note begging for 
shelter into a reporter’s 
hand.

From Bahadur’s roof, you 
can see the green mountains 
surrounding Kathmandu 
plunging into a valley filled 
with homes painted in pink, 
yellow and blue pastels, some 
with dozens of multi-colored 
prayer flags snapping in the 
strong wind. But look closer 
and there are buildings not 
so different from Bahadur’s 
that have crumbled into piles 
of rubble and concrete. 

NEPAL
From page A1

Gray died after suffering 
a broken neck while inside a 
police van. On Friday, 
State’s Attorney Marilyn 
Mosby filed charges against 
the six officers involved in 
his arrest, transport and fa-
tal injury. The officers face 
charges ranging from man-
slaughter to second-degree 
murder.

Mosby, who deemed the 
death a homicide, said 

Gray’s neck was broken be-
cause he was placed head-
first into a police van while 
in handcuffs and later leg 
shackles where he was left 
to slam against the walls of 
the small metal compart-
ment. Police said the offi-
cers who arrested Gray ig-
nored his cries for help 
because they thought he 
was faking his injuries. He 
was repeatedly denied med-
ical attention.

At the demonstration on 
Saturday that was billed as 
a “victory rally,” speakers 

expressed gratitude to Mos-
by for her decision.

“Every prosecutor should 
have such backbone,” said 
Malik Shabazz, president 
of Black Lawyers for Jus-
tice and one of the demon-
stration’s organizers. “Ev-
ery prosecutor should have 
such spine.”

Maryland Gov. Larry 
Hogan, a Republican, has 
called for a statewide “Day 
of Prayer and Peace” on 
Sunday. The 10 p.m. curfew, 
which was ordered Tuesday 
after a night of violence.

BALTIMORE
From page A1

Don Campbell / HP staff  

Kalin Construction begins site preparation Thursday for the new Lake Michigan College tech-
nology center, located between the main campus building and Western Michigan University’s 
building on the Napier Avenue campus.

BERRIEN COUNTY

Free child vision, hearing screenings
By HP STAFF

BENTON HARBOR — 
The Berrien County Health 
Department will offer free 
hearing and vision screen-
ings for children who will 
enter kindergarten or pre-
school in fall 2015. 

Michigan state law re-
quires that all children en-
tering kindergarten have 
their hearing and vision 
tested before the first day of 
school.

Scheduled screenings in-
clude:
nNorthside Child Devel-

opment Center, Niles, 8:30-
11:30 a.m., 1:30-4 p.m. 
Thursday, May 7.

nBridgman Elementary 
School, 8:30-11:30 a.m., 
1:30-3:30 p.m. Friday, May 
8.
nChikaming Elementary 

School, Sawyer, 8:30-11:30 
a.m. Monday, June 8.
nLincoln Elementary 

School, St. Joseph, 8:30-
11:30 a.m. Thursday June 
11.
nRoosevelt Elementary, 

Stevensville, 8:30-11:30 
a.m., 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Children with undiag-
nosed hearing or vision 
problems will often have 
trouble learning, reading or 
even following instructions. 

To avoid any problems, 
parents of children ages 3 

1/2 or older are encouraged 
to attend one of the free 
screenings so that there will 
be enough time to receive 
treatment, if  necessary, be-
fore school starts.

No appointments are 
necessary to attend the free 
hearing and vision screen-
ings. 

Additional information 
regarding the Michigan 
hearing and vision screen-
ing requirements and a full 
schedule of preschool/kin-
dergarten screening dates, 
are available at the Berrien 
County Health Department 
website at www.bchdmi.org 
and Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/bchdmi


