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LOCAL
By HP STAFF
And The Associated Press

LANSING — Southwest 
Michigan legislators are 
among the voices saying an 
improved state revenue pic-
ture should mean more 
money for roads.

“We must prioritize our 
roads in the budget – start-
ing with investing all extra 
revenues into making our 
roads and bridges safe,” 
state Sen. John Proos said 
in a statement Friday. 
“Quality roads are critical 
for protecting drivers and 
reducing costly car damage, 
and they are also key to at-
tracting tourists and com-
peting for jobs in a mobile 
economy.

Michigan tax revenue is 
projected to be $365 million 
higher over two years than 
previously estimated, most-
ly because of economic 
growth – prompting key 

lawmakers to suggest Fri-
day that much or all of the 
surplus money go toward 
fi xing bumpy roads.

“That’s a lot more than I 
think anybody projected or 
thought of coming into the 
last week or so. ... So I look 
forward to putting at least 
$350 million, $400 million 
of general fund dollars into 
the ’16 budget for transpor-
tation,” said House Appro-
priations Committee Chair-
man Al Pscholka, 
R-Stevensville.

The projection was posi-
tive news for Republican 

Gov. Rick Snyder and legis-
lators, months after they 
had to address a $410 mil-
lion shortfall in the current 
budget when companies re-
deemed higher recession-
era tax incentive credits 
than expected. They are 
planning to fi nish the 2015-
16 spending plan by early 
June, and hope to fi nd ad-
ditional road money after 
voters rejected a sales tax 
increase to trigger $1.3 bil-
lion annually for highway, 
streets, bridges and public 
transit.

Snyder’s administration 
and legislative economists 
agreed that school aid and 
general fund revenues will 
be nearly $218 million high-
er this fi scal year than pro-
jected in January, and tax 
collections for those two 
main accounts will be near-
ly $148 million more than 
an earlier estimate for the 
budget year starting in Oc-

tober.
Senate Appropriations 

Chairman Dave Hilden-
brand, R-Lowell, also pre-
dicted a “signifi cant invest-
ment” above the $3.7 billion 
going to the transportation 
budget this year, but stopped 
short of giving specifi c in-
crease targets.

The Senate and House 
approved preliminary bud-
get plans in recent weeks 
that that would shift $140 
million to $160 million from 
the $9.9 billion general fund 
into transportation. 

Snyder offi cials also ap-
peared open to directing 
additional money to roads.

“We are not against using 
the money for transporta-
tion if  we can continue to 
work on a bigger solution,” 
budget director John Rob-
erts said. “That’s where a 
lot of the debate is going to 
head.”

The Republican governor 

has favored fuel and regis-
tration tax increases to per-
manently pump at least $1.2 
billion more a year into 
road repairs. 

House Speaker Kevin 
Cotter this week proposed a 
plan that would rely heavily 
on diverting growing gener-
al funds to roads in coming 
years, drawing criticism 
from Democrats who called 
it “smoke and mirrors.” 
Snyder’s administration ex-
pressed concern about Cot-
ter’s call to cut economic 
development spending to 
boost road repairs.

Since the resounding re-
jection of the lawmaker-
proposed constitutional 
amendment known as Pro-
posal 1, road funding has 
dominated talk in the Capi-
tol. But with revised budget 
fi gures in hand, Snyder and 
legislators also must bridge 
signifi cant differences over 
how to divvy up K-12 funds 

– including per-pupil grants 
that vary by district, the fate 
of the governor’s third-
grade reading initiative and 
his call for $75 million for 
Detroit and other “dis-
tressed” school districts.

Other sticking points in-
clude proposed fee increases 
and whether to continue 
Michigan’s fi lm production 
incentive program.

Budget crunchers said 
they now have a better grasp 
on when companies may 
cash in sizable old tax cred-
its, but the incentives will 
keep affecting the budget 
into the early 2030s. 

Legislative fi scal analysts 
said the corporate income 
tax – which took effect in 
2012 – will generate around 
$1 billion next year. Yet the 
state also anticipates issuing 
nearly $900 million in re-
funds to businesses allowed 
to keep their incentives un-
der the previous tax code.

State revenue picture brighter than expected

PROOS PSCHOLKA

School board plans 
special meeting

BENTON HARBOR 
— The Benton Harbor 
school board will hold a 
special meeting at 5 p.m. 
Monday to hear a pre-
sentation from Berrien 
Regional Education Ser-
vice Agency, the board 
announced.

The meeting will be at 
the Central Administra-
tion Office at 636 Pipe-
stone Road.

Public safety 
meetings scheduled

DOWAGIAC — Dow-
agiac Public Safety Di-
rector Steve Grinnewald 
will meet with citizens 
in a series of  three 
neighborhood meetings 
to hear concerns and 
talk about police de-
partment activities, the 
city announced.

Also attending the 
meetings will be Deputy 
Chief  Jarrid Bradfield 
and City Council mem-
bers.

Meetings are sched-
uled for 7 p.m. May 19 
at Dowagiac Union 
High School, 7 p.m. 
May 21 at the Federat-
ed Covenant Church 
on Center Street, and 7 
p.m. May 28 at St. 
John’s Lutheran 
Church on McCleary 
Street.

Meet and greet 
set for BSOT police

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— The Berrien Springs-
Oronoko Township Po-
lice Department will 
host an open house 5-8 
p.m. Thursday at the 
public safety building 
on Snow Road.

People are invited to 
meet new Police Chief 
Paul Toliver and the de-
partment’s other offi-
cers.

Niles Twp. voters 
to decide road tax 

NILES — Niles 
Township Board mem-
bers have voted to 
place a special assess-
ment on the Aug. 4 
ballot to fund road re-
pairs. 

The action came just 
hours before Tuesday’s 
filing deadline for ballot 
proposals.

The proposal asks 
voters to approve up to 
$65 per parcel for the 
next 10 years. The as-
sessment is expected to 
raise $4.3 million over 
the 10 years. The assess-
ment would raise 
$429,650 per year.

The funds will be used 
to maintain and repair 
township roads, but not 
upgraded.

IN BRIEF
LEFT: Debra Mihlhauser, 
left, of St. Joseph checks 
out kittens available for 
adoption from Save a 
Stray, one of the dozens 
of organizations fea-
tured  during the Senior 
Expo on Friday at Lake 
Michigan College.

BOTTOM LEFT: Mabel 
Ott, left, of Bridgman and 
Margaret Gathright of 
Benton Township try out 
a BMI (body mass index) 
monitor at the Benton 
Harbor/St. Joseph YMCA 
booth during the expo. 
The event was presented 
by LMC, Lakeland Health, 
the Area Agency on 
Aging and The Herald-
Palladium.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Ed 
Bagatini performs for 
hundreds of people dur-
ing the expo.
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SENIOR EXPO

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

STEVENSVILLE — 
Lincoln Township offi cials 
are working to fi ll vacancies 
on township boards and 
commissions due to the de-
parture of Jae Guetschow.

Guetschow had served on 
the township Planning 
Commission and regional 
water and sewer authority.

He had been acting city 
manager in New Buffalo 
and has moved from the 
township to become village 
manager in Brooklyn, 
Mich., near Jackson.

He had originally moved 
to the township when he be-
came Stevensville village 
manager in 2012.

The Township Board this 
week voted to appoint Carl 

Steinberger, who is also a 
Stevensville Village Council 
member, to the regional wa-
ter and sewer authority to 
fi ll Guetschow’s term. That 
seat must be fi lled by a Ste-
vensville village resident.

Supervisor Dick Stauffer 
said the next step will be to 
fi nd someone to succeed 
Guetschow on the Planning 
Commission.

In other township news, 
the supervisor announced 
there will be a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony at 1 p.m. 
June 18 to dedicate the im-
provements at the town-
ship’s North Lake Park. 
The project was funded 
with the assistance of a 
grant from the state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Guetschow departure creates 
openings in Lincoln Twp.

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

HARTFORD — The 
Hartford Township Plan-
ning Commission will 
hold a public hearing 
Tuesday night regarding 
two proposed Pokagon 
Band of  Potawatomi In-
dians development proj-
ects.

The tribe is planning a 
housing development and 
new tribal police substa-
tion on two separate lots 
along Red Arrow High-
way, near its Four Winds 
Hartford casino.

The planners’ public 

hearing is at 7 p.m., and 
are for special use per-
mits.

Offi cials said earlier the 
Pokagons plan 74 hous-
ing units for tribal mem-
bers on property east of 
the casino.

Plans call for building 
the housing in phases.

This year the fi rst eight 
units would be built. They 
would include a four-unit 
building and two duplex 
buildings.

The police substation 
will involve conversion of 
a pole barn west of  the 
casino, said tribal spokes-
woman Paige Risser. The 
tribe is now using offi ce 
space in the Watervliet 
City Hall.

In other township news, 
the Township Board 
Thursday night voted to 
formally reject an offer 

from Wells Fargo Bank 
for a transfer of  a prop-
erty with a house on 66th 
Street to the township.

Board members said 
they were wary of  the gift, 
and feared there could be 
an environmental prob-
lem with the site.

“I think we ought to 
pass. I’m a little nervous 
about it,” said Township 
Supervisor Ron Sefcik.

The board voted to pay 
for a $750 sponsorship 
for the Hartford Lions 
Club’s Strawberry Run 
fundraiser in June, up 
$250 from last year’s con-
tribution.

It also voted to pay 
$250 to the Miss Hartford 
queen committee to help 
fund the community Blos-
somtime fl oat.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Pokagons to air Hartford Twp. plans
Hearing set 
for Tuesday on 
development 
proposals
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