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Submitted photos

Graduating students at Lake Michigan College in Benton Township listen to LMC President Robert Harrison during 
Sunday’s graduation ceremony. 

RIGHT: Students gradu-
ating as registered 

nurses display their col-
orfully decorated hats at 

the graduation ceremony 
Sunday. The college 

handed out 482 degrees 
and certificates to 465 

LMC students.

LAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE GRADUATION
BENTON HARBOR

Panel gets 
another 
look at 
plan for  
old school

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
The Benton Harbor Plan-
ning Commission will meet 
at 1 p.m. May 19 to recon-
sider a request by Ann Ar-
bor developer Sam Thomas 
to rezone the former Calvin 
Britain School so he can 
turn it into apartments.

The meeting was moved 
due to the May 5 election.

Thomas has a purchase 
agreement with Benton 
Harbor Area Schools to 
buy the building for 
$100,000 if  he can get the 
required approvals, includ-
ing from the city to rezone 
the property to multi-family 
residential.

This will be the second 
time planning commission-

ers considered this request. 
They approved recom-
mending the rezoning 
March 3 by a 4-3 vote and 
sent it to the City Commis-
sion for consideration.

At the April 6 City Com-
mission meeting, the item 
was taken off the agenda 
just hours before the meet-
ing. No reason was given at 
the time.

But after the meeting, 
City Commissioner Juanita 
Henry, who sits in the Plan-
ning Commission, said city 
commissioners received a 
copy of a letter from the 
city’s attorney, stating that 
one of the planning com-
missioners, Dillon Barnes, 
had a conflict of interest be-
cause he works for the 
school district. 

Barnes, a teacher at Ben-
ton Harbor High School, 
voted to approve the rezon-
ing.

But Henry said if  Barnes 
has a conflict of interest, so 
does Mayor James Hight-

Developer wants  
low-income  
apartments,  
planners divided

BENTON TWP.

Work underway 
for new tech 
center at LMC
By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Site preparation and re-
mediation began Wednes-
day for the new technology 
center that Lake Michigan 
College plans to open by 
May 2016 at its Napier Av-
enue campus.

The LMC Board of 
Trustees decided Tuesday 
to hire Kalin Construction 
of Sodus to complete the 
work for $608,058. There 
were no other bidders.

Kalin’s bid is the first of 
three that trustees will de-
cide between now and June, 
said Anne Erdman, vice 
president of administra-
tion.

“They’re going to remove 
soils that are not effective 
for construction,” Erdman 
said. “They’ll be rutting the 
ground for the foundation 
to go in, and they’ll be help-
ing to put back some of the 
asphalt we’ll be removing in 
order to move some of the 
utilities so that we can con-
struct the building.”

Initial soil borings showed 
“some level of surface soil 
contamination from the use 
of pesticides during the 
years the site was an or-
chard,” a memo in Tues-
day’s board packet said.

Wightman & Associates 
of Benton Township devel-
oped a plan to address the 

See CALVIN BRITAIN, page A8

See TECH CENTER, page A8

Baltimore mayor lifts curfew 6 days after riots
By JULIET LINDERMAN
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Six 
days after the death of 
Freddie Gray sparked riots 
in Baltimore, the city’s 
mayor lifted a citywide 
curfew on Sunday morn-
ing, signaling an end to the 
extraordinary measures 

taken to ensure public 
safety amid an outcry over 
police practices.

The order for residents 
to stay home between 10 
p.m. and 5 a.m. had been 
in place since Tuesday, and 
officials had planned to 
maintain it through Mon-
day morning. Protests since 
Monday’s riots have been 

peaceful, and Friday’s an-
nouncement of charges 
against six officers involved 
in Gray’s arrest eased ten-
sions.

Mayor Stephanie Rawl-
ings-Blake said in a state-
ment that she didn’t want 
the curfew to continue any 
longer than necessary.

“My number one priori-

ty in instituting a curfew 
was to ensure the public 
peace, safety, health and 
welfare of Baltimore citi-
zens,” the Democratic 
mayor said. “It was not an 
easy decision, but one I felt 
was necessary to help our 
city restore calm.”

Nepal’s wrenching choices:  
‘I feel like I could die anytime’
By FOSTER KLUG
Associated Press

KATHMANDU, Nepal 
— Four days after the 
earthquake ripped apart 
the supporting wall attach-
ing her ancient brick house 
to the tilting seven-story 
building next door, Parbati 
Gautam moved back in. 

As the aftershocks keep 
coming, she can’t stop 
thinking about the wretch-
ed state of the four-story 
structure where she and 
her husband operate a nar-
row, soot-streaked bakery 
on the first floor — and the 
closet-sized room behind 
that where they sleep with 
their two little girls. 

The building was so rat-
tled by the huge April 25 
quake that fist-sized cracks 
spread like webs across the 
walls and ceilings, connect-
ing in places like small river 

deltas seen from the air. 
And then there’s the giant 
peach-colored building 
that looms unsteadily over 
her home and workplace.

“I feel like could die any-
time. But I have to work, 
and I have no other place 
to go,” she says as her hus-
band cooks small pastries 

behind her on a gas stove. 
Before moving back, they 
slept under the open skies, 
without a tent or tarp, un-
til her fear that thieves 
would steal her baking 
equipment, and the need 
to make money, drove 
them back home. “I worry 
about the children, but 
what other choice do we 
have?” 

———
In the shattered neigh-

borhoods of Kathmandu, 
down buckled, potholed 
dirt roads, similar stories 
emerge.  

Although fear has driven 
many survivors to relatives’ 
homes in the countryside, 
and some still live outside 
in vacant lots amid pan-
caked homes, others have 
made a wrenching deci-
sion. 

Foster Klug / AP

Anu Shreshta, 31, left, talks Saturday to neighbors near a 
one-room shack where she and six members of her family 
have lived since the April 25 earthquake in Kathmandu, Nepal. 
“We’re not safe here,” Shrestha, says. “I feel I will die now.” 
The family feels it is not safe here but stays because they 
need to protect their cosmetics shop and their possessions. 
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