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LOCAL 

TIME CAPSULE

In a photo dated May 7, 1960, movie actor Monte Blue shows off a pistol allegedly given to 
him by Tom Mix, among Hollywood’s biggest cowboy stars. Blue died in 1963 after a long 
career in silent and sound pictures, most famously as the sheriff in the 1948 film “Key 
Largo,” which starred Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall. HP files include images of him 
waving the gun while he was a grand marshal at 1960 Blossomtime Grand Floral Parade. 
Jill Rauh, a reference librarian at the Benton Harbor Public Library, reported that the Indiana 
native worked as a shipping clerk in Benton Harbor, lived at 136 Greene St. and married city 
resident Gladys King. They left for Hollywood in the early years of World War I. 

Time Capsule, which runs every Monday, takes a look back through the HP photo archives. If 
you would like to share a nostalgic comment about this photo, please join the discussion on our 
Facebook page: facebook.com/HeraldPalladium.

MONDAY, May 18, 2015 The Herald-Palladium A3

LOCAL 
Pohl Auto Parts to add 24-30 jobs
By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

BERRIEN SPRINGS — 
The Oronoko Township 
Board has granted a 12-
year, 50 percent tax break 
to the August Pohl Auto 
Parts company for $335,000 
worth of building improve-
ments.

The board’s action last 
week came a month after 
members voted to establish 
a plant rehabilitation dis-
trict for the Ferry Street 
property. The company is 
renovating the former Clark 
Equipment building, which 
lies half in Berrien Springs 
and half in the township. 
Work includes installing 

overhead doors, making 
roof repairs, electrical up-
grades and repaving the 
parking lot.

Cornerstone Alliance 
representative Thad Rieder 
said the company is making 
a total investment of 
$864,000, which includes 
equipment, furniture and 
fi xtures. The Benton Har-

bor-based company dis-
mantles vehicles for parts 
and then stores and ships 
the auto parts to locations 
around the country.

Rieder and company rep-
resentative Adam Lieber-
man said the company will 
guarantee creation of 24 
jobs over the next two years 
as part of getting the tax 

break. Rieder said the ac-
tual number of new jobs 
could be closer to 30.

The township is expected 
to lose just $337 in taxes 
over 12 years. 

“This saves August Pohl 
money but it also helps 
Oronoko Township show 
that it’s open for business,” 
Rieder said.

Township Supervisor 
Mike Hildebrand called 
granting the tax break a 
“wise investment” for the 
township.

“It’s important to show 
that we’re easy to do busi-
ness with and it’s better to 
have someone in the build-
ing instead of it being va-
cant,” he said.

BERRIEN SPRINGS

Berrien County slates 
pesticide disposal event

BENTON HARBOR — 
Berrien County has set a 
June 10 registration deadline 
for a pesticide disposal pro-
gram for farmers, green-
house, golf course operators, 
pesticide retailers and indi-
viduals, the county report-
ed.

The disposal will be 
Wednesday, June 24, in Ben-
ton Harbor. Registration 
forms and event information 
can be viewed at www.berri-
encounty.org/recycle and 
click “Clean Sweep Pesticide 
Collections” or call Jill Ad-
ams, Berrien County envi-
ronmental property manag-
er, at  983-7111, Ext. 8234.  

Registration forms are 
also at Berrien, Cass and 
Van Buren MSU Extension 
and Conservation District 
offi ces. 

Accepted items are pesti-
cides, which include all the 
classes of “cides” – fungi-
cides, herbicides, insecticides 
and rodenticides. Fertilizers 
are not accepted as part of 
Clean Sweep unless they are 
a component of a pesticide 
formulation. 

The collection is not for 
empty pesticide container 
recycling. 

The Clean Sweep Pro-
gram is funded by a Michi-
gan Department of  Agri-

culture and Rural 
Development grant. 

For more information 
about the MDARD Clean 
Sweep Program, visit www.
michigan.gov and search for 
“Clean Sweep Program.” 

The other Clean Sweep 
site in the region, which is 
open to all Michigan partic-
ipants, is at the Kalamazoo 
County Household Hazard-
ous Waste Center. 

The Kalamazoo County 
program is available year-
round.

Learn more about the 
program at www.kalcounty.
com/hhw or call 269-383-
8742.

LMC sets forum on 
health care careers

NILES — Lake Michi-
gan College will have a 
health care career open 
house from 5-7 p.m. June 
2 at its Bertrand Crossing 
campus, 1905 Foundation 
Drive, near Niles, LMC 
reported. 

Current and prospec-
tive students can learn 
more about LMC’s health 
care programs, including 
dental assisting, magnetic 
resonance imaging and 
registered nursing. Infor-
mation on additional 
health care programs, 
such as certifi ed nursing 
assistant, emergency med-
ical technician, medical 
assisting, and phleboto-

my, will also be available.
Attendees can talk with 

current students and with 
Dr. Michael Flewelling, 
practicing dentist and 
owner of  Four Flags Den-
tistry in Niles. 

Flewelling pursued his 
doctor of  dentistry degree 
after graduating from 
Lake Michigan College, 
and has hired several 
graduates from the col-
lege’s dental assisting pro-
gram.

Flewelling will perform 
oral health screenings as a 
free public service during 
the event.

Open house attendees 
can complete fast-track 

class registration and get 
help with fi nancial aid, 
academic advising and as-
sessments. Staff  will be 
on-hand to guide students 
through the process.

The open house is free 
and open to the public.

LMC reports that job 
growth in the health in-
dustry is expected to re-
main strong in Southwest 
Michigan, and many ca-
reers begin with less than 
one year’s training.

For more information 
and to register to attend, 
visit www.lakemichigan-
college.edu/healthcareers 
or call the Bertrand Cross-
ing campus at 695-1391.

SOUTH HAVEN TWP.

Excavating company eyes new site
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

SOUTH HAVEN — 
Jensen’s Excavating wants 
to add a second site in 
South Haven Township, the 
former Consumers Con-
crete property on Michigan 
140.

To make it happen, the 
company has asked for a 
portion of the property to 
be rezoned from highway 
commercial to heavy com-
mercial.

The Township Board this 

week voted to take the fi rst 
of two approval steps, at 
the recommendation of the 
township Planning Com-
mission. Final rezoning ac-
tion would occur in June.

The excavating compa-
ny’s current location is at 
15400 72nd St. 

Eventual plans call for 
moving all operations to 
M-140 site, said company 
Vice President Todd Jens-
en.

In other matters, Town-
ship Supervisor Ross Stein 
said the township has aban-

doned plans to move into a 
new Township Hall.

The township tried to sell 
its current hall on Blue Star 
Highway but received no 
offers, Stein told the board.

As a result, the township 
will do more projects to 
make the hall more energy 
effi cient, he said.

One of the reasons a new 
hall was sought was be-
cause the current hall is too 
large. Offi cials had found a 
suitable building for a new 
hall, but it was contingent 
on selling the current hall.

LEGISLATIVE ROLL CALL
Senate Bill 3, Repeal prevailing wage 

law: Passed 22 to 15 in the Senate.
To repeal the state prevailing wage law, 

which prohibits awarding government 
contracts to contractors who submit the 
lowest bid unless the contractor pays 
wages based on pay scales prevalent in a 
particular area. Senate Bill 1 would re-
peal the law for schools, and passed by 
the same tally. The Senate added a mod-
est appropriation, which has the effect of 
making the bill not subject to a referen-
dum.
21 Sen. John Proos  R – Saint Joseph Y
26 Sen. Tonya Schuitmaker R – Lawton  Y

House Bill 4163, Ease residential lift li-
censure restrictions: Passed 27 to 10 in the 
Senate.

To permit a licensed residential home 
builder to install residential stairway lifts 
without being subjected to the much 
more rigorous licensure provisions that 
apply to elevator contractors. The resi-
dential contractor would have to carry 
$2 million in liability insurance and be 
certifi ed by the maker of the lifts, which 
are one-story stair-climbing machines 
for elderly or handicapped individuals.
21 Sen. John Proos R  – Saint Joseph Y
26 Sen. Tonya SchuitmakerR – Lawton Y

House Bill 4038, Allow eviction notices 
by email: Passed 26 to 11 in the Senate.

To allow landlords to send eviction no-
tices by email, if  the lease provides for 
this. Sending these notices is just the fi rst 
step in the eviction process.
21 Sen. John Proos R – Saint Joseph Y
26 Sen. Tonya SchuitmakerR – Lawton Y

Senate Bill 244, Increase fi ne for ille-
gally shooting game animals: Passed 37 to 
0 in the Senate.

To increase the amount of restitution a 
person must pay for illegally shooting 
certain game or protected animals. 
Among other fi nes the bill would impose 
a $5,000 fi ne for illegally killing an elk or 
moose, $3,500 for a bear, $1,500 for an 
eagle, etc.
21 Sen. John Proos R – Saint Joseph Y
26 Sen. Tonya SchuitmakerR – Lawton Y

Senate Bill 245, Increase illegal game 
killing penalties: Passed 37 to 0 in the 
Senate.

To increase the number of years an in-
dividual is banned from hunting for ille-
gally shooting, buying or selling a deer, 
bear, elk, moose, etc. Under current law 
the suspension is for three years, and the 
bill would change this to up to 15 years 
depending on the species.
21 Sen. John Proos R – Saint Joseph Y
26 Sen. Tonya SchuitmakerR – Lawton Y

House Bill 4101, Try to “buy-back” 
state venture capital investment guaran-
tees: Passed 107 to 1 in the House.

To appropriate $45 million for an ef-
fort to buy-back at a discount some $50 
million worth of investor return guaran-
tees the state gave out under an “early 
stage venture capital investment” pro-
gram authorized by a 2003 law.
59 Rep. Aaron MillerR – Sturgis Y
66 Rep. Aric Nesbitt R – Lawton Y
78 Rep. David Pagel R – Berrien Springs Y
79 Rep. Al Pscholka R – Stevensville Y
80 Rep. Cindy Gamrat R – Plainwell      Y

Judge rejects 
Rastafarian 
pot defense

SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) — 
A northern Indiana judge reject-
ed an argument by a man who 
asked a marijuana possession 
charge against him be reduced 
from a felony to a misdemeanor 
because he follows the Rastafari 

faith. 
The South Bend Tribune re-

ports 30-year-old Jerome Scott 
contended he was doing good 
for others by cultivating mari-
juana to ease ailments from 
chronic back pain to cancer. 

Scott and his girlfriend, 23-year-
old Melanie Schmidt, see Indi-
ana marijuana laws as unjust.

Woodward Miller ordered 
Scott to serve 18 months on pro-
bation and sentenced Schmidt 
to 12 months on probation.

Scott has a license in Michi-
gan to grow marijuana for other 
approved patients as a “caregiv-
er.” 

He says his felony conviction 
will ruin his chances of having 
his license renewed. 
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