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LOCAL

TIME CAPSULE

Time Capsule: Dyckman Avenue Bridge

TOP: The first cars cross the freshly dedicated Dyckman Avenue Bridge in South Haven on July 20, 1968. ABOVE: Mrs. 
Fred Stuckum of South Haven, the first to cross, was rewarded with a crate of blueberries from City Councilman Irving 
Tucker. The pictures were taken by Tom Renner, who still shoots an occassional Herald-Palladium photo. The bridge over 
the Black River links the city’s north and south sides. It has been closed for repairs since fall and is slated to reopen 
this month.

Time Capsule, which runs every Monday, takes a look back through the HP photo archives. If you would like to share a nostalgic 
comment about this photo, please join the discussion on our Facebook page: facebook.com/HeraldPalladium.

Nursing fundraiser supports 4-H program
By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON TWP. — 
Giving back to the com-
munity is an important 
part of  many organiza-
tional efforts at Lake 
Michigan College, and its 
nursing students are no 
exception.

LMC’s Student Nursing 
Club members recently 
raised $1,083 for the 4-H 
We Can Ride program, 
which provides therapeutic 
and recreational horseback 
riding lessons. The pro-
gram serves riders aged 
5-26 in Berrien and Cass 
counties.

The money came from 
the annual “Penny Wars” 
fundraiser sponsored by 

the club, LMC President 
Bob Harrison said in his 
April 28 report for the 
board of  trustees.

Each year, the club 
chooses a local charity to 
sponsor. Nursing students 
and instructors then com-
pete “to see which class can 
earn the most ‘bragging 
rights’ for the year as the 
class that raised the most 
money for charity,” Harri-
son said in his report.

Of the six classes that 
competed, LMC’s fi rst year 
medical surgical class 
emerged as the winner. 
“LMC is honored and 
humbled to have such gen-
erous nursing students,” 
Harrison said.

LMC’s phlebotomy and 
ultrasound imaging stu-

dents also are making a 
different kind of  mark lo-
cally, as Harrison noted, in 
his report.

Seven of  11 ultrasound 
students who graduated 
last December now hold 
professional credentials in 
the fi eld, which requires 
learning how to operate 
sophisticated equipment to 
create diagnostic images of 
the body, according to an 
outline posted on the col-
lege’s website.

Two of  the graduates 
now work at Lakeland Re-
gional Medical Center and 
South Bend Memorial 
(Beacon Health Ssystems), 
Harrison said.

One student from LMC’s 
phlebotomy program is 
now also working at Lake-

land.
The college also noticed 

an upsurge in students 
from Indiana signing up 
for its fi rst phlebotomy 
classes at LMC’s Bertrand 
Crossing campus, in Niles, 
which is mainly due to a 
“newly reenergized rela-
tionship with Work One! 
(of  Indiana),” according to 
Harrison.

Phlebotomists draw 
blood for clinical and med-
ical testing purposes, and 
earn an average of  $15 per 
hour, according to the U.S. 
Bureau of  Labor Statistics, 
which expects demand for 
them to grow 27 percent by 
2022.

LMC further promoted 
the program by hosting 
two recent “Poke Parties” 

at Bertrand that featured 
pizza, pop and volunteers 
willing to let students work 
on them.

“As students increase 
their profi ciency in phle-
botomy work they need 
real arms, hands and veins 
to practice on,” Harrison 
said.

Tuesday is the deadline 
to register for Bertrand’s 
next six-week course, which 
runs from May 19 to June 
25, and costs $850. Stu-
dents who complete it may 
then take a certifi cation 
exam through the National 
Health Institute, which it 
offers for $149.

Call (269) 926-6832 with 
questions and to register.

Recruitment is also con-
tinuing for LMC’s new 

enology and viticulture 
program, which begins this 
fall.

The college launched the 
program publicly by host-
ing a Cornerstone Cham-
ber of  Commerce “Busi-
ness After Hours Event” in 
March.

Eight students are now 
enrolled in the program, 
which LMC expects to 
continue promoting this 
spring through multiple 
print media ads and per-
sonal appearances by its 
new director, Michael 
Moyer, according to Har-
rison.

“This is a very good start 
and it is anticipated that 
the number of  students will 
increase between now and 
the fall semester,” he said.

Forum slated for May 28 on health of Lake Michigan
NILES — “Saving Lake 

Michigan: Lake Michigan 
Issues” will be the topic of 
a May 28 forum presented 
by the The League of 
Women Voters of  Berrien 
and Cass Counties, the 
league reported. 

The event is at noon at 

Fernwood Botanical Gar-
dens. The public is invit-
ed.

Three members of  the 
League’s Lake Michigan 
Region, Cheryl Chapman, 
Jeanette Neagu and Krista 
Grimm, will be the pre-
senters.  

Chapman will present a 
Power Point overview of 
the work of  LWVLMR, 
including water quality, 
invasive species, conserva-
tion actions and issues 
and other environmental 
concerns.

Neagu has been investi-

gating Great Lakes con-
tamination, including 
from above-ground stor-
age tanks. Contamination 
includes chemicals, oil and 
other substances.

Grimm will discuss 
grants LWVLMR has re-
ceived and how the money 

was used.
Presenters will discuss 

state and federal legisla-
tion affecting the Great 
Lakes, and Lake Michigan 
specifi cally, and will note 
organizations working to 
ensure the Great Lakes 
continue to be a source of 

clean and abundant wa-
ter.

A buffet lunch will be 
served fi rst for $14, and 
reservations are required 
no later than Saturday, 
May 23. Use PayPal or 
call Fernwood at 695-6491 
Tuesday through Sunday.

ST. JOSEPH TWP.

Board approves 
purchase of 
accounting software
By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

ST. JOSEPH — Every-
body benefi ts from fi nding 
faster, more effi cient work-
ing methods, which is why 
St. Joseph Township has 
decided it’s time to invest 
in some new accounting 
software.

Township board mem-
bers on May 4 approved 
spending $31,015 for the 
program from BS&A Sotf-
ware of  Bath, which in-
cludes three applications 
designed for municipali-
ties, Township Manager 
Tim Fenderbosch said.

“We’re not getting the 
whole package,” he said. 
“We’re just getting (appli-
cations for) general ledger, 
accounts payable and cash 
receipting.”

Township Clerk Denise 
Cook and Finance Direc-
tor Audrey Skamer are ex-
pected to be the system’s 
main users, he added.

The three applications 
will cost $13,595, accord-
ing to BS&A’s quote, with 
the remainder going for 
data conversion of  existing 
software ($4,660), project 
management and planning 
($3,750), implementation 
and training costs ($7,000) 
and travel expenses for 
training ($2,010).

BS&A will expect the 
township to pay $8,410 af-
ter it signs a contract with 
the company, followed by 
$13,595 at the start of 
training, and the rest due 
after it’s fi nished, the pro-
posal states.

In other business, Fend-
erbosch reported that ordi-
nance violations and build-
ing permit activity are 
picking up notably, now 
that warmer weather’s 
starting to kick in, he said.

Figures compiled last 
month showed 69 building 
permits issued in the town-
ship, including two for 
constructing new homes 
and 14 in Shoreharm vil-
lage, Fenderbosch said.

Total value of  new home 
construction in the town-
ship was $575,010, and 
$270,000 in Shorehan, “so 
things are popping pretty 

good,” Fenderbosch said. 
“We’ve got several other 
homes that we’re waiting 
to get permits on, and they 
range from the low end to 
a fairly decent high end.”

The same picture holds 
true for last month’s ordi-
nance enforcement and vi-
olation fi gures, Fenderbo-
sch told the board.

April fi gures showed 27 
violations, including sev-
eral ongoing situations 
that are keeping newly 
hired ordinance offi cer 
Ken Bates busy, Fenderbo-
sch said.

April’s fi gure includes 
eight property internation-
al code violations, three 
for inoperable vehicles and 
three for yard waste or 
loose dog complaints, he 
added.

“Ken has been able to 
reach compliance with 
three-quarters of  these 
(situations). We’re moving 
into a new busy time of 
year now,” he said.

The township has logged 
75 violations for the year 
so far.

Lastly, the board passed 
a resolution supporting 
“National Night Out,” 
which is on Tuesday, Aug 
5.

Now in its 32nd year, the 
program is sponsored by 
the National Association 
of  Town Watch, and is 
aimed at helping local resi-
dents fi nd ways to fi ght 
crime and improve neigh-
borhood safety.

The resolution asks 
township residents to be 
aware of  “the importance 
of  crime prevention pro-
grams and impact that 
their participation can 
have in reducing crime, 
drugs and violence,” its 
language states, in part.

We’re not getting the whole 
package. We’re just getting 
(applications for) general 
ledger, accounts payable 
and cash receipting.

TIM FENDERBOSCH
Township manager
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