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Traffic flows through the intersection of Niles Road and Lydia Drive in St. Joseph on Tuesday. MDOT will be replacing thousands of 
non-freeway signs, including stop signs in Berrien, Van Buren and Cass counties over the next few months. 

Why the post man digs twice

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Residents 
are starting to notice a sec-
ond post going up in the 
ground next to stop signs 
around town.

What’s up with that?
One reader wondered if  

the signs are going to have 
two posts and if so, why? 
How much will it cost tax-
payers?

We checked with the 
Michigan Department of 
Transportation, and found 
out it’s part of a federally 
funded traffic sign replace-
ment program.

MDOT spokesman Nick 
Schirippa said that over the 
next few months MDOT will 
replace thousands of non-
freeway signs in Berrien, Van 

Buren and Cass counties, in-
cluding stop signs. He said 
signs are replaced every 15-
20 years.

The process works like 
this:

The contractor will go 
through a particular area 
and place all new posts. 
Then, new signs are installed. 
Old signs are removed on the 
third pass-through, and the 
final pass is to remove all the 
old posts.

But some signs will have 
two posts. Schirippa said: 
“Per federal regulations, the 
number of posts is deter-
mined by the square footage 
of the sign. Two posts are re-
quired for signs larger than 8 
square feet. Since we are us-
ing federal funding to replace 
the signs, we have to follow 
federal rules. The new stop 
signs are 9 square feet, larger 
than the old signs, and over 
the maximum size for a sin-
gle post.”

Signs must meet national 
safety standards, and MDOT 

routinely replaces traffic 
signs as part of a 100 percent 
federally funded statewide 
sign replacement program.

Over time, due to weather, 
exposure to the sun, damage 
from crashes and other fac-
tors, signs lose reflectivity 
and sign supports become 
lose or damaged. Signs that 
are near the end of their ser-
vice life, though visible dur-
ing daylight hours, may be 
hard to see at night. When 
the signs are replaced, the 
posts are replaced as well. 

The sign replacement pro-
gram is all about safety, 
MDOT says.

By 2030, one in five drivers 
will be age 65 or older, and a 
65-year-old needs eight times 
the amount of light a 
25-year-old does, according 
to MDOT. Bright, highly re-
flective traffic signs are more 
visible at night and can re-
duce nighttime crashes by 
helping motorists, particu-
larly older drivers, quickly 
read and react to informa-

tion on the signs.
Schirippa said non-free-

way sign replacement is fed-
erally funded with what is 
classified as safety funding, 
and the money cannot be 
used for other things such as 
road repairs or construc-
tion.

He said the cost for the 
sign replacement program 
this year in Berrien, Cass 
and Van Buren counties is 
$1.4 milllion.

Contact: jswidwa@thehp.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

MDOT: New, larger 
stop signs require 
more support

What’s up 
with that
Do you have a question 
about something you’ve 
noticed in Southwest 
Michigan? Email it to 
localnews@TheHP.com 
and it may be featured in 
an upcoming article.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Lake Michigan Col-
lege’s Board of  Trustees 
will soon decide if  they 
need to launch a national 
search to succeed outgo-

ing President Bob Harri-
son or look more closely 
at their only internal can-
didate.

LMC Board President 
Mary Jo Tomasini said she 
expects the search to get 
into gear over the next 
couple weeks, after em-

ployees finish meeting 
with Clinton Gabbard, 
vice president of  student 
affairs.

“We’ve wanted this to 
be a transparent process, 
and wanted everyone to 
feel that they’ve had a 
voice, and they’ve been 

listened to,” she said.
The college hosted one 

public forum for Gabbard 
last Tuesday. He is the 
only internal candidate to 
declare interest in suc-
ceeding Harrison, who’s 
retiring Dec. 31.

Harrison served on an 

interim basis until the 
board named him perma-
nently to the president’s 
job in 2009.

“In all honesty, the last 
internal candidate was 30 
years ago, other than 
Bob,” Tomasini said, fol-
lowing last week’s board 

meeting. “Anything you 
do 30 years later is com-
pletely new.”

Gabbard had a similar 
position for seven years at 
Walla Walla Community 
College in Walla Walla, 

LMC board ponders where to find its next president

See LMC, page A8

BH school board prez 
stands by Seawood move
By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR 
— The Benton Harbor 
school board did not go 
against the consent agree-
ment it has with the state 
when it suspended its su-
perintendent and ap-
pointed an acting one 
during a special meeting 
Thursday.

That was the message 
President Sharon James 
gave the audience of  more 
than 50 people Tuesday 
during the board’s work-
shop.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of  Treasury sent a 
letter Friday to the board 
stating that its action was 
contrary to the consent 
agreement and was con-
sidered null and void. No 
other official statement 
has been released by the 
Treasury Department, 
though a spokesman said 
Tuesday after the meeting 
that the position of  the 
state has not changed 
since Friday.

James said she has been 
in contact with the Trea-
sury Department and ex-
plained that the board 
was not filling a vacancy 
because Leonard Sea-
wood is still the superin-
tendent, he is just on ad-
ministrative paid leave 
pending an investigation 
of  a matter that has not 
been disclosed.

“The legal intent from 
the Department of  Trea-
sury was under the un-
derstanding that the 
board was attempting to 
fill a vacancy, and that’s 
not what happened,” she 
said. “... I’ve spoken to 
the Department of  Trea-
sury and given them the 
correction on that. I’ve 
spoken to our state con-
sultant and given her the 
correction on that.”

She said the Treasury 
Department is checking 
the background of  the 
school district’s turn-

around specialist, Claude 
Tiller, whom the board 
voted Thursday to be the 
acting superintendent. 
She said the backgrounds 
of  the school district’s as-
sistant superintendent, 
Kristine Simons, and one 
other person are also be-
ing checked by the state. 

“They’re going to ap-
prove someone at some 
point soon,” she said af-
ter the meeting. “We just 
don’t know who or when. 
We’re waiting on them.”

James said the school 
district is operating nor-
mally on a daily basis.

“There’s no reason to 
fall to pieces as though 
the district has collapsed 
because it has not,” she 
said. “We’re running an 
efficient, effective busi-
ness. ... Everybody is at 
work with the exception 
of  Dr. Seawood.”

She said if  Seawood 
was on sick leave, no one 
would say the district was 
without a superinten-
dent.

“Dr. Seawood had a 
staff, and he didn’t handle 
everything,” she said. 
“There are other people 
to call. ... Kristine Simons 
is our assistant superin-
tendent, and she can be 
contacted.”

After the meeting, 
James said there is no 
timeline to the investiga-
tion into Seawood.

“We’re hoping to hear 
something in the next 
three weeks,” she said.

James said she was un-
certain who was investi-
gating Seawood.

Meanwhile, James said 
during the meeting the 
school board is continu-
ing to work hard for the 
students.

“Who’s speaking for 
those who cannot speak 
for themselves? That’s 
what I want to know,” she 
said. “So let it be known 
that I and the six of  us 

See BHAS, page A8

No more posing with potholes
By HP STAFF  
and THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LANSING — To little 
surprise, Michigan’s Pro-
posal 1 went down in 
flames Tuesday.

And the time for analyz-

ing the voters’ message 
ended seconds after results 
were clear, state Rep. Al 
Pscholka said.

“If  there was ever any 
confusion or doubt about 
the public’s will, it’s a moot 
point,” the Stevensville 
Republican said in a state-
ment Tuesday night.

The time to solve Michi-
gan’s road and bridge  

Rep says state voters 
ordered Legislature 
to do its job

By HP STAFF

Local tax measures on 
Southwest Michigan bal-
lots fared little better than 
Proposal 1 statewide.

Voters in Galien and 
Hagar townships rejected 
efforts to renew property 

taxes for general opera-
tions and to restore the 
full levy amounts, which 
were rolled back under 
state constitutional man-
dates. 

Galien Township voters 
narrowly rejected, 96-98, 
renewing the 1-mill tax 

for roads. They did vote 
to renew the emergency 
services half-mill levy.

Watervliet Township 
voters narrowly rejected, 
214-217, renewing the 
2-mill fire protection levy.

Baroda Township vot-
ers nixed a half-mill hike 

to support police servic-
es.

A proposed 0.2-mill 
perpetual tax increase for 
the Van Buren District 
Library

was behind, 2,741-
3,206, with 32 of  33 pre-
cincts reporting.

Rough day for local tax requests

See POTHOLES, page A8
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .68º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .57º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .64º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .43º
Record High . . . . . . 88º in 1949
Record Low . . . . . . 30º in 1971
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.04"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 1.04"
Normal month to date. . . . 0.58"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 10.68"
Normal year to date . . . . 10.78"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:34 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:50 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . 11:22 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:33 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see partly cloudy 
skies with a slight chance of 
showers, high temperature of 
74º, humidity of 73%. Southwest 
wind 5 mph. Expect partly 
cloudy skies tonight with an 
overnight low of 57º. Southeast 
wind 5 to 10 mph. 

Today, east winds 5 to 10 kt. Slight chance of showers in the morning 
and a slight chance of showers in the afternoon. Waves 1 to 2 ft. 
Water temperature 46 degrees.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Thursday

Mostly Sunny
80º / 62º

Friday

Scat'd T-storms
76º / 60º

Saturday

Scat'd T-storms
69º / 51º

Sunday

Scat'd T-storms
69º / 54º

Today

Partly Cloudy
74º

Tonight

Partly Cloudy
57º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Expect mostly sunny skies today with highs in the 60s. Southeast wind 5 
to 10 mph. Skies will be partly cloudy Thursday with isolated showers and 
thunderstorms, highs in the 70s. South wind 15 mph. 

Skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy today with isolated showers and 
thunderstorms, highs in the 60s and 70s. Southeast wind 5 to 8 mph. 
Thursday, skies will be mostly sunny with highs in the low 70s and 80s. 

What are the two 
standard types of weather 
satellites? ?

Answer: Geo-stationary and polar 
orbiting.

Last
5/11

New
5/17

First
5/25

Full
6/2

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 25
Main Offender ................Ozone

Forecast map for May 6, 2015
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1990

South Haven Area Habitat 
for Humanity, formed last year, 
has chosen the family that will 
live in the first house to be built 
by the organization, according 
to President Claude Mann. The 
family is from South Haven 
and has four children.

It may be a long hot summer 
for children with nothing to do, 
but by September, Benton Har-
bor Schools Superintendent 
James Rutter hopes the Charles 
Gray Recreation Center will be 
operating again.

35 years ago – 1980
All seven members of  the St. 

Joseph Board of  Education 
voiced support Monday night 
for closing Jefferson Elementa-
ry School to students in Sep-

tember and to leave the other 
five elementary schools in the 
district open for the 1980-81 
school year. That contradicts 
the recommendations of  a citi-
zens task force to close Brown 
and Washington elementaries 
because of  declining enroll-
ments. Board President John 
Pielemeier told about 150 spec-
tators that he expects the board 
to take final action on school 
closings at its regular meeting 
May 12.

50 years ago – 1965
David W. Willson, nephew of 

Benton Harbor obstetrician 
Dr. Dean D. Wilson, will be 
coming to the city in the middle 
of  the month to begin a dental 
practice. The young dentist will 
be associated with Dr. E.R. 
Schwarz at 756 Pipestone St. 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Wednesday, May 6, 
the 126th day of  2015. There 
are 239 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On May 6, 1965, after a Roll-

ing Stones concert in Clearwa-
ter, Florida, was cut short by 
rowdy fans, Keith Richards 
composed the opening guitar 
rift of  “(I Can’t Get No) Satis-
faction,” which he co-wrote 
with Mick Jagger. (The song 
was recorded less than a week 
later, and the single was re-
leased in the United States on 
June 6.)

On this date:
In 1840, Britain’s first adhe-

sive postage stamp, the Penny 
Black, officially went into cir-

culation five days after its in-
troduction.

In 1889, the Paris Exposition 
formally opened, featuring the 
just-completed Eiffel Tower.

In 1910, Britain’s Edwardian 
era ended with the death of 
King Edward VII; he was suc-
ceeded by George V.

In 1915, Babe Ruth hit his 
first major-league home run as 
a player for the Boston Red 
Sox. Actor-writer-director Or-
son Welles was born in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin. Political 
writer and historian Theodore 
H. White was born in Boston.

In 1935, the Works Progress 
Administration began operat-
ing under an executive order 
signed by President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt.

Wash., before coming to LMC 
in 2011.

Prior to those experiences, 
Gabbard spent nearly a decade 
as Purdue University’s director 
of  counseling and psychological 
services, and four years at the 
University of  Notre Dame’s 
counseling department.

His wife, Ronda, is a music 
teacher at Mars and Sylvester 
elementary schools in Berrien 
Springs. She’s worked there for 
three years.

Gabbard said he sees his di-
verse background as a good fit 
for the president’s job.

“No one should ever work at 
a community college if  their as-
piration is to make it to the uni-
versity setting because this is an 
exciting place to be, in itself. So 
many people say to me, ‘I start-
ed at a community college,’” he 
said.

Gabbard has played a high-
profile role in many of  the col-
lege’s current projects, including 
the completion of  Beckwith 
Hall, its first student housing 
complex.

Gabbard’s Walla Walla back-
ground is also credited with 
helping LMC in finding and hir-
ing Michael Moyer as director 
of  its newly created Great Lakes 
Wine Institute, which starts this 
fall.

About 30 people attended last 
week’s session, where Gabbard 
spent an hour taking questions 
on everything from his manage-
ment philosophy to his views on 
ensuring student success and 
how community colleges can 
thrive in a static funding cli-
mate.

Responding quickly is a hall-
mark of  any strong leader in a 
community college environ-
ment, where change is the norm, 
Gabbard said.

As an example, he cited the 
initial struggles LMC experi-
enced with the Promise Zone 
program – which the state set up 
in several areas, including Ben-
ton Harbor, to help academi-
cally under-prepared students 
get a chance at a college educa-
tion.

However, after seeing students 
leave as quickly as they’d ar-
rived, LMC realized it was time 
for a different approach, Gab-
bard said.

Gabbard worked closely with 
people like Doug Schaffer, 
LMC’s mens’ basketball coach 
and admissions director, to 
boost its level of  mentor out-
reach and support services  so it 
could eliminate the problems 
that prevented students from 
succeeding, he said.

“This project was a labor of 
love, but it was also a labor of, 
‘We can’t bring people into our 
community college and treat 
them as if  they should just learn 
to swim on their own,’” he said.

LMC
From page A1

who sit at this table are the 
voices that no one comes to 

speak for. We will correct this 
district. We will give it light. 
And it does not matter who you 
are. If  your job description is 
for you do one thing and you 
are not doing that, it will be 

dealt with because our children 
will no longer suffer at the 
hands of  adults. No more, the 
neglect.”

After the meeting, James said 
the Treasury Department is 

scheduling a professional de-
velopment workshop for the 
school board members about 
the consent agreement.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-0361, 
Twitter: @HPWrege

BHAS
From page A1

funding problems is now.
“No lollygagging. No ad-

journing for the summer. No 
road trips to assess the crum-
bling streets and bridges. No 
ads to tell us what we already 
know. No lamenting the sacri-
fices. Most all, no excuses. Let’s 
get it done,” said Pscholka, 
chair of  the House Appropria-
tions Committee.

Michigan voters resoundingly 
defeated tax increases that 
would have pumped $1.2 billion 
more a year into roads, a set-
back for Gov. Rick Snyder and 
others who warn that the state’s 
infrastructure is falling into dis-
repair because of  inadequate 
funding.

In early returns, Proposal 1 

was down 77 percent to 23 per-
cent in Oakland and Kent coun-
ties, two of  the state’s largest 
counties.

It fared no better in South-
west Michigan. Cass County 
voters rejected it 1,813-5,222. 
In Van Buren County, with 32 
of  33 precincts reporting, Pro-
posal 1 was behind, 2,592 to 
8,686.

In Berrien County, with 59 of 
62 precincts reporting, the mea-
sure was down 4,624 to 15,054.

A 1-cent sales tax hike was 
the centerpiece of  the ballot 
measure, which also would have 
raised more money for educa-
tion, local governments, public 
transit and fully restored a tax 
break for lower-income work-
ers.

The constitutional amend-
ment was placed on the ballot 
by the Republican-led Legisla-

ture and had backing from the 
GOP governor, Democrats and 
a broad coalition of  business, 
labor and government groups.

But voters rejected the wide-
ranging plan. It would have 
eliminated the sales tax on fuel 
so all taxes at the pump could 
go to transportation, restruc-
tured and doubled fuel taxes, 
and hiked vehicle registration 
fees to boost the state’s $3.7 bil-
lion transportation budget to 
$5 billion, an increase of  a 
third.

Snyder conceded that the ref-
erendum was dead shortly after 
polls closed. 

“Until we get better roads, 
I’m not going to stop,” Snyder 
told reporters. “I think you’re 
going to find a lot of  pressure 
from the public to get some-
thing done. Nobody likes our 
roads.”

Michigan is one of  the most 
frugal states in spending on in-
frastructure such as highways. 
And like other states and the 
federal government, it faces de-
clining or stagnant fuel tax rev-
enues as people drive less and 
with more fuel-efficient vehi-
cles.

Supporters said the roads are 
unsafe and cost car owners hun-
dreds of  dollars a year in vehicle 
repairs. Opponents criticized 
higher taxes outright or said the 
measure unnecessarily would 
have included more taxes than 
necessary as part of  a political 
deal that became about more 
than just repairing roads.

Construction contractors, 
businesses and unions poured 
more than $9 million into the 
campaign, greatly outspending 
conservative opposition groups 
that raised around $200,000.

POTHOLES
From page A1

Baltimore officer requests to see knife 
as part of defense in Freddie Gray case
By JUSTIN GEORGE  
and JUSTIN FENTON
The Baltimore Sun (TNS)

BALTIMORE — A defense at-
torney for one of the six Balti-
more police officers charged in 
the death of Freddie Gray is chal-
lenging prosecutors’ claim that 
Gray was falsely arrested, and 
filed a motion Tuesday demand-
ing to inspect the knife Gray car-
ried.

The motion was the first legal 
move in defense of an officer in-
volved in the April 12 arrest of 
Gray, who died a week later from 
spinal injuries suffered while in 
police custody.

As potential legal arguments 
for the six began to emerge, legal 
analysts debated the merit of the 
specific charges, as well as the 
strategies defense attorneys might 
pursue.

Marc L. Zayon, the attorney 
for Baltimore Officer Edward 
Nero, asked a judge to make the 
Baltimore state’s attorney’s office 
and Baltimore police turn over 
the blue pocket knife Gray carried 
to determine whether it’s legal in 
the city of Baltimore. The knife 
was found clipped to the inside of 
Gray’s pants pockets after officers 
took him down.

Police say the officers chased 
and arrested Gray because he ran 
from them without being spoken 
to or provoked. A police task 

force continues to investigate 
whether any other reasons could 
have contributed to their decision 
to stop him.

Gray was charged with carry-
ing an illegal knife, but Baltimore 
State’s Attorney Marilyn J. Mos-
by said Friday in announcing the 
charges that the knife Gray car-
ried was not an illegal switchblade 
under Maryland law. Baltimore 
police have said the knife violates 
city code.

Nero, 29, a three–year police 
veteran, is facing two counts of 
second–degree assault, two counts 
of misconduct in office and a 
charge of false imprisonment. Po-
lice say he was one of the three of-
ficers on bike patrol who made 
eye contact with Gray on North 
Avenue and Mount Street, and 
was among the officers who ap-
prehended him at the Gilmor 
Homes complex in West Balti-
more.

Police have not conclusively de-
termined how Gray was injured, 
though they suspect he was hurt 
riding in a police transport van. 
Prosecutors allege his hands and 
feet were cuffed and he wasn’t 
wearing a seat belt, a violation of 
departmental policy.

Gene Ryan, president of the 
Baltimore police union, said last 
week that none of the officers was 
responsible for Gray’s death, and 
the union’s attorney called the 
charges an “egregious rush to 

judgment.”
Nero was one of three officers 

who Mosby said failed to estab-
lish probable cause to arrest Gray, 
a contention his attorney disput-
ed.

“The State baldly asserts that 
’the knife was not a switchblade 
knife and is lawful under Mary-
land law,’ “ Zayon wrote in the 
motion filed in Baltimore District 
Court. “The State further sug-
gests that the Defendant ’failed to 
establish probable cause for Mr. 
Gray’s arrest, as no crime had 
been committed.’ “

Zayon contests Mosby’s claim 
that officers illegally arrested 
Gray, and he said an inspection of 
the knife will show it was illegal.

State law says a person may not 
“display” a “switchblade” or a 
“knife or a penknife having a 
blade that opens automatically by 
hand pressure applied to a but-
ton, spring, or other device in the 
handle of the knife.”

Baltimore City code says a per-
son can’t carry or possess any 
knife “with an automatic spring 
or other device for opening and/
or closing the blade, commonly 
known as a switchblade knife.”

A Baltimore police task force, 
commissioned to investigate 
Gray’s death, analyzed the knife 
and determined that it was “spring 
assisted” and in violation of the 
city’s law.

Many activists, protesters and 

city leaders say the distinction is 
irrelevant because officers didn’t 
know or suspect that Gray had 
the knife on him. They, like Mos-
by, say there was no probable 
cause to stop him.

In a statement Tuesday, Mosby 
said “the evidence we have ob-
tained through our independent 
investigation does substantiate 
the elements of the charges filed.”

She chastised anyone in “law 
enforcement with access to trial 
evidence, who has or continues to 
leak information prior to the res-
olution of this case.”

“These unethical disclosures 
are only damaging our ability to 
conduct a fair and impartial pro-
cess for all parties involved,” she 
said.

Her spokeswoman did not re-
turn an email asking what disclo-
sures Mosby was talking about.

A communication gap between 
police and prosecutors became 
more clear Tuesday when Balti-
more Police Commissioner An-
thony W. Batts told CNN in an 
interview that he didn’t know the 
state’s attorney’s office was plan-
ning to file charges until 10 min-
utes before Mosby announced 
them Friday.

“She didn’t want to be seen 
connected to the police organiza-
tion, so the communication was 
limited as compared to what I’m 
used to,” Batts told the cable net-
work.


