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A photo taken by St. Joseph native Diann Grimm after the devastating earthquake in Nepal that hit April 25. Grimm, who runs the nonprofit 
Partners in Sustainable Learning, was in the capital of Katmandu when the earthquake hit and returned to the United States Wednesday. Her 
organization is asking for relief funds. Grimm, who has helped build schools and train teachers in remote villages since 2012, witnessed the 
destruction after the 7.8-magnitude quake hit. The latest death toll is over 5,000, with many injured and homeless.

Photo contributed

St. Joseph native Diann Grimm during the 
dedication of a new school in Nepal last 
year.

Quake aftermath: Crisis in 
Nepal, chaos in Kathmandu 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

St. Joseph native Diann 
Grimm had just finished a 
three-week trip to remote 
villages in Nepal, training 
teachers and visiting 
schools she helped build 
and equip over several 
years.

She was in the capital, 
Kathmandu, on Saturday 
when a 7.8-magnitude 

earthquake hit, devastating 
the country, killing more 
than 5,000 and leaving 
many thousands injured 
and homeless. It was the 
worst quake to hit Nepal in 
80 years.

“It’s just a catastrophe. 

It’s a huge, tragic catastro-
phe that happened to the 
kindest, gentlest people in 
the world, who didn’t de-
serve this,” Grimm said by 
phone from her San Fran-
cisco Bay-area home Thurs-
day. She arrived back in the 
United States the day be-
fore.

Grimm, a 1972 graduate 
of  St. Joseph High School 

St. Joe native witnesses earthquake, pleads for relief

Inside
■ 2 in Nepal rescued  
5 days after quake   PAGE A7

See GRIMM, page A10

BH board suspends school chief
By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
Benton Harbor school board 
members voted unanimously 
to suspend Superintendent 

Leonard Seawood with pay at a 
special meeting Thursday after 
an hour-long closed session.

The resolution stated Sea-
wood was being put on admin-
istrative non-disciplinary leave 
pending an investigation of a 
matter that was not disclosed.

Board President Sharon 
James said before board mem-
bers voted that, “The board of 

education is conducting busi-
ness in a manner that is in the 
best interests of Benton Har-
bor Area Schools.”

She declined to comment af-
ter the meeting. Seawood was 
not at the meeting and was un-
available for comment after the 
meeting.

The resolution states Sea-
wood is not to communicate 

with school employees. He is 
not allowed on school property 
unless approved by James. He 
is permitted to attend open 
board meetings.

While board members agreed 
to suspend Seawood, they did 
not agree on who to appoint as 
acting superintendent.

James recommended that 
Assistant Superintendent Kris-

tine Simons be appointed act-
ing superintendent, which was 
turned down by the majority of 
the board.

Board Treasurer James F.A. 
Turner said he objected to Si-
mons being named acting su-
perintendent because she was 
resigning effective June 30.

Reasons not offered,  
Seawood to collect pay

SEAW0OD
See SEAWOOD, page A10
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From left, Isiah Newson, recepient of the Dr. 
John M. Proos Volunteer of the Year award, 
Ryan Ogle, Championship Director for the 
Senior PGA Championship, and Michael Tod-
man, Chairman of the Benton Harbor Promise 
Foundation, pose with a check for $75,000 
made out to the Benton Harbor Promise Foun-
dation from the PGA of America. The presen-
tation was made Thursday during a media 
event held at The Golf Club at Harbor Shores 
in Benton Harbor to showcase enhancements 
made to the course in preparation for the 
2016 Senior PGA Championship.

Chipping in 
for Promise 
Foundation

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — The Benton 
Harbor Promise Foundation gained a 
$75,000 boost Thursday from the PGA 
of America at The Golf Club at Harbor 
Shores in Benton Harbor.

“This is wonderful,” Benton Harbor 
schools Superintendent Leonard Sea-
wood said after the morning presenta-
tion. “This is an opportunity of a lifetime 
for students in Benton Harbor. This 
could be a game changer – giving them 
the opportunity after they graduate to 
pursue a career right out of high school 
... or go to college.”
The presentation was made during a media 
event to showcase changes made to the 
course in preparation for the 2016 Senior 
PGA Championship.

The Senior PGA Championship Di-
rector Ryan Ogle said the PGA of Amer-
ica puts on a lot of championships, but 
there’s something special about putting 
one on in Benton Harbor.

“It’s bigger than just a golf champion-
ship,” he said shortly before presenting 
the check to the Benton Harbor Promise 
Foundation. “... It’s about moving this 
community forward. I hope when our 
time here is over, we can look back and 
say the PGA made a difference.”

He said the PGA has given almost 
$400,000 to the local community in the 
past few years.

PGA contributes $75K  
for education efforts

HARBOR SHORES

See BH PROMISE, page A10

BERRIEN COUNTY TRIAL COURT

Defense witness challenges shaken baby claim
By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Emma 
Enders likely had bleeding in 
her brain weeks or months be-
fore she was allegedly abused 
by a day care worker last year, 
according to testimony by a 
neurosurgeon in Berrien Coun-
ty Trial Court Thursday.

Dr. Ronald Uscinski, who at 
one time specialized in pediat-

ric neurosurgery, told the court 
that Emma could have been 
born with a subdural hemato-
ma, a type of brain bleed, and 
it revealed itself  by causing 
major symptoms Jan. 29, 
2014. 

That is the day Rosanna 
Hoffmann, 51, is alleged to 
have shaken Emma while the 
baby was at her in-home day 
care on Country Knoll Place 
in Lincoln Township. 

Hoffman is on trial in Judge 
Arthur Cotter’s courtroom for 
first-degree child abuse and 
second-degree child abuse, in-
flicting abusive head trauma, 
possibly by shaking the baby, 
who was 5 months old at the 
time. Emma is now 1 year and 
8 months old.

Uscinski, who admitted he 
has at times been criticized for 
doubting “the shaken baby 
syndrome” in child abuse cas-

es, said if  the baby had been 
shaken, neck injuries would 
have been evident, and there 
were none based on medical 
records.

Uscinski, who is from Vir-
ginia, said a child of Emma’s 
age at the time would need a 
hand behind the head to sup-
port it. If  the child was shaken, 
her neck would have “snapped 

See HOFFMANN TRIAL, page A10

adnum=606143



Herald Palladium 05/01/2015

Copyright (c)2015 The Herald-Palladium 05/01/2015 May 4, 2015 10:39 am (GMT +4:00) / Powered by TECNAVIA

A10 – FRIDAY, May 1, 2015 ALMANAC The Herald-Palladium

Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .62º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .41º
Record High . . . . . . 87º in 1962
Record Low . . . . . . 30º in 1971
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 1.84"
Normal month to date. . . . 3.77"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 9.64"
Normal year to date . . . . 10.20"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:40 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:45 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:31 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see sunny skies with 
a high temperature of 59º, humidity 
of 58%. Northwest wind 5 to 10 
mph. Expect partly cloudy skies 
tonight with an overnight low of 43º. 
Northwest wind 5 mph. Saturday, 
skies will be mostly sunny with a 
high temperature of 66º.

Today, north winds 10 to 15 kt becoming variable less than 10 
kt. Waves 1 to 3 ft. Water temperature 45 degrees. Tonight, 
southwest winds 5 to 10 kt. Waves 1 to 2 ft.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Saturday

Mostly Sunny
66º / 49º

Sunday

Partly Cloudy
74º / 56º

Monday

T-storms Likely
72º / 52º

Tuesday

Scat'd T-storms
65º / 48º

Today

Sunny
59º

Tonight

Partly Cloudy
43º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today we will see sunny skies with highs in the 60s. Light winds. 
Saturday, skies will be mostly sunny with highs in the 60s. North 
wind 5 mph.

Skies will be mostly sunny today with highs in the 60s. North 
wind 5 to 7 mph. Expect mostly sunny skies to continue Saturday 
with highs in the 60s. West wind 5 to 10 mph. 

What were Benjamin ?

Answer: He showed that lightning is 
electricity.

Full
5/3

Last
5/11

New
5/17

First
5/25

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 23
Main Offender ................Ozone

Forecast map for May 1, 2015
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1990

A two-story parking deck 
could solve some of the parking 
woes in St. Joseph, as well as 
pave the way for a residential 
condominium development in 
the city, according to city offi-
cials. A task force was formed in 
December to help developers 
come up with a comprehensive 
plan for adjacent properties they 
own at the corner of Lake Bou-
levard and Broad Street. Devel-
opers Erik Fiskars and David 
Fister have proposed building a 
residential condominium build-
ing and parking garage on their 
property.

35 years ago – 1980
South Michigan beer distribu-

tors and retailers claim “smug-
gling” from other states is the 

main reason for an average 35 
percent drop in sales since the 
state’s bottle bill went into effect. 
The bottle bill requires custom-
ers to make deposits on beer and 
soft drink containers. The de-
posits are refunded when con-
tainers are returned. Patrick 
Laughlin, president of the Mich-
igan Beer and Wine Wholesal-
ers, said at a press conference 
here that the cost to change over 
to the deposit system has driven 
up the price of beer.

50 years ago – 1965
The war on poverty in Paw 

Paw has ended in defeat. The 
only participant in a work-study 
program for high school drop-
outs dropped out. “I’ve got 
enough money now to make a 
down payment on a motorcycle,” 
he explained.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Friday, May 1, the 
121st day of 2015. There are 244 
days left in the year. 

Highlight in History:
On May 1, 1915, during World 

War I, a German submarine tor-
poedoed and severely damaged 
the SS Gulflight, an American 
tanker near Britain’s Scilly Isles, 
even though the United States 
was still neutral in the conflict; 
the incident occurred the same 
day that the RMS Lusitania set 
sail from New York, headed for 
England (it was torpedoed and 
sunk by Germany off the coast of 
Ireland six days later). 

On this date:
In 1707, the Kingdom of Great 

Britain was created as a treaty 

merging England and Scotland 
took effect.

In 1931, New York’s 102-story 
Empire State Building was dedi-
cated. 

In 1945, a day after Adolf Hit-
ler took his own life, Admiral 
Karl Doenitz effectively became 
sole leader of the Third Reich 
with the suicide of Hitler’s propa-
ganda minister, Josef Goebbels.

In 1960, the Soviet Union shot 
down an American U-2 recon-
naissance plane over Sverdlovsk 
and captured its pilot, Francis 
Gary Powers.

In 1975, Hank Aaron of the 
Milwaukee Brewers broke base-
ball’s all-time RBI record previ-
ously held by Babe Ruth during a 
game against the Detroit Tigers 
(Milwaukee won, 17-3).
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and the daughter of Elea-
nor Grimm, is pleading for 
relief funds through her 
nonprofit organization, 
Partners in Sustainable 
Learning, and its partner, 
Volunteering Initiative Ne-
pal.

She was last here in Sep-
tember, and spoke to the St. 
Joseph-Benton Harbor Ro-
tary Club about her efforts 
to improve lives through 
education in Nepal.

Those efforts have likely 
taken a serious blow due to 
the disaster.

“It’s just unspeakable,” 
Grimm said of the scenes 
she witnessed after the 
earthquake, with families 
with babies and elderly peo-
ple sleeping under tarps as 
monsoon rains fell.

For many, their food, 
cooking pots, bedding, ev-
erything they owned, is bur-
ied. Those whose homes 
still stand are afraid to re-
turn to the damaged struc-
tures.

Grimm has been unable 
to communicate with the 
people she has worked with 
in the Okhaldhunga dis-
trict, in the foothills of the 
Himalayas. But from the 
news coverage she has seen, 
she is sure that the villages 
sustained major damage.

“I have a feeling they are 
not in good shape. The 
houses are built of rocks 
and mud. The villages in the 
mountains are just flat, 

gone.”
She said she’s afraid of 

the quake’s after-effects, 
with food running out, wa-
ter and electricity cut off  
and sanitation destroyed, 
raising the risk of diseases 
such as cholera and dysen-
tery.

Hospitals are overflowing 
and are running out of oxy-
gen and medicine, Grimm 
said. Roads, difficult to 
travel in the best of times, 
are clogged with refugees.

It is the end of the dry 
season and the fields are 
barren of the potatoes, rice 
and lentils the people rely 
on, Grimm said. Stored 
food is covered by debris.

Grimm was seated at an 
outdoor cafe in  Kathman-
du on Saturday when the 
first shock wave hit.

“I live in California, and 
I’ve been through earth-
quakes,” Grimm said. “This 
was terrifying. It felt like it 
went on forever.”

Suddenly the streets were 
“a horrible, mad scramble,” 
with people digging with 
their hands through the de-
bris looking for survivors, 
she said. A five-story build-
ing next to her hotel was 
reduced to a pile of rubble.

Grimm tried unsuccess-
fully to make it through the 
crowded streets to the 
American Embassy, and 
was taken in at the British 
consulate. There people 
huddled in a big open field 
so nothing could fall on 
them.

Then came more than 
100 aftershocks, one of 

which measured over 6 
points on the Richter scale, 
Grimm said.

Cell phone towers were 
down, but Grimm met an 
American with an interna-
tional phone card who al-
lowed her to contact her 
husband, Dan Schwab, in 
California. It was 12:30 a.m. 
there, and he didn’t answer. 
She had to leave a message 
that she was safe.

She later made it to the 
office of Volunteering Ini-
tiative Nepal. The building 
had no water, and 60 people 
were using one toilet.

Grimm is gravely con-
cerned about how Nepal, 
one of the poorest countries 
in the world, will recover. It 
relies heavily on tourism 
from people seeking to 
climb Mount Everest, but 
avalanches have wiped out 
many camps.

Money is what is most 
needed now, she said, to 
buy the necessities of life.

As a teacher, Grimm said 
she decided she could not 
be much help during the 
immediate crisis, and that 
she was using up valuable 
resources needed elsewhere.

Making the plea for aid 
back home was a more ef-
fective strategy, she said.

Grimm, an educator for 
35 years who first visited 
Nepal in 2008, plans to re-
turn in November. “I have 
to go back. I can’t let these 
people down,” she said.

For information about 
donating, visit www.part-
nersinsustainablelearning.
org.

GRIMM
From page A1

Voting against her being 
appointed were Turner, 
Vice President Joseph Tay-
lor, Secretary Lisa Gulley 
and Trustee Stephen Mitch-
ell.

Voting for her appoint-
ment were James and Trust-
ees Martha Momany and 
Angelika MacGowan.

Turner recommended 
that the district’s turn-
around specialist, Claude 
Tiller, be named acting su-
perintendent, which passed 
4-3.

Voting for his appoint-
ment were Turner, Taylor, 
Gulley and Mitchell. Vot-
ing against his appointment 
were James Momany and 
MacGowan.

After the meeting, Si-
mons said she was resign-
ing because she had been in 
education for 42 years and 
it was time to retire.

Seawood was hired in 

2010.
The school district en-

tered into a consent agree-
ment with the state after 
Gov. Rick Snyder declared 
the district to be in a finan-
cial emergency in August, 
citing the district’s $15.5 
million debt. Anything 
passed by the board must 
be reviewed by the state 
Treasury Department. If  
the school board does not 
follow the consent agree-
ment, the state could ap-
point an emergency man-
ager.

The state-mandated con-
sent agreement consultant, 
Cynthia LaGrow, was not 
at the meeting.

Below is the resolution 
approved by the school 
board to suspend Sea-
wood:

“It will therefore be re-
solved that the Board of 
Education of Benton Har-
bor Area Schools deter-
mines it to be in the best 
interests of the district to 
afford maximum procedur-

al safeguards to the super-
intendent while preserving 
maximum flexibility to the 
board in the exercise of its 
discretion as the board 
moves forward to resolve 
the above described matter.

“The board hereby plac-
es the superintendent on 
administrative non-disci-
plinary leave pursuant to 
Paragraph 19 of the super-
intendent’s contract, pend-
ing an investigation; directs 
the superintendent to cease 
all performance of respon-
sibilities of superintendent 
except as directed by the 
board or its designee; and 
without loss of salary or 
benefits, asks that further 
board action including, but 
not limited to communica-
tions, directly or indirectly 
with district employees and 
not to be on school prop-
erty without approval of 
the board president other 
than at an open board of 
education meeting.”

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

SEAWOOD
From page A1

“All of those dollars have 
been sent directly to the 
youth of this community,” 
he said.

Ten Michigan communi-
ties were designated Prom-
ise Zones in 2009 by then-
Gov. Jennifer Granholm, 
including Benton Harbor 
Area Schools. 

Students living within the 
school district who gradu-
ate from Benton Harbor 
High School, Dream Acad-
emy or Countryside Acade-
my are eligible to receive 
benefits for up to five years 
after they graduate. The 
scholarships cover two years 
of a community college or 
approved technical school.

Benton Harbor Promise 
Chairman Michael Todman 
said the Benton Harbor 
Promise is about more than 
just a scholarship.

“It’s about raising and 
helping this community as a 
whole,” he said. “It’s about 
having an integrated of way 
making sure that all of the 
folks within this community 
have the right opportunities 

in their future.”
He said in the five years it 

has existed, the Benton 
Harbor Promise has award-
ed $250,000 in scholarships 
to 125 scholarship recipi-
ents. 

The foundation has start-
ed doing more than hand-
ing out scholarships, said 
Alloyd Blackmon, Benton 
Harbor Promise executive 
director. The foundation 
has set up programs at high 
school and college levels to 
help students succeed.

Blackmon said the foun-
dation piloted an internship 
program during summer 
2014 with seven promise 
students working at five dif-
ferent businesses. She said 
the internships were funded 
by a $20,000 grant from the 
Michigan College Access 
Network.

“Let’s take kids who have 
specific interests and build a 
partnership between the 
students and employers,” 
she said. “The reason you 
go to school is so one day 
you will have a successful 
career.”

The program worked so 
well that some of the em-

ployers kept the students 
employed part-time during 
the school year, she said.

This summer, she said, 20 
promise students will be in-
terns with 12 different busi-
nesses.

In addition, Todman said 
Lake Michigan College is 
working with the founda-
tion to help the promise stu-
dents succeed in college in 
the program Start-To-Fin-
ish. He said the program of-
fers academic tutoring, life 
skills coaching and trans-
portation.

For the high school stu-
dents, the foundation start-
ed the Freshmen 50 in Janu-
ary to help freshmen prepare 
for either a career or college 
after graduation, Todman 
said.

“It’s in coordination with 
the First Tee and a summer 
internship program to pre-
pare kids early on ... for get-
ting ready to go to school,” 
he said.

He said it’s important to 
show high school students 
what it’s like in the work en-
vironment.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege
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back,” he testified. 
The trial began April 21 

and was to have lasted two 
weeks. Testimony is expected 
to wrap up today. But be-
cause two jurors have tickets 
to fly out on vacations next 
Tuesday, Cotter said he will 
adjourn the trial at the end 
of today until May 14.

“I’ve never had to do this, 
and I don’t like it,” Cotter 
told Hoffman’s lawyer, 
Thomas Cronkright, and 
Berrien Chief Trial Attorney 
Jennifer Smith, who is the 
prosecutor on the case.

Before deciding to delay 
closing arguments and jury 
deliberations until mid-May, 
Cotter gave attorneys the 
option of stipulating that the 
two vacationers would be the 
alternate jurors. Normally, 
two of 14 jurors who hear a 
case are randomly dismissed 
as alternates before a jury 
begins deliberations.

Cronkright, after confer-
ring with his client, had 
strong objections to stipulat-
ing that the two vacationers 
automatically become the al-
ternates and be excused. He 
said he had raised objections 
to a different panelist during 
jury selection, and the judge 
had overruled the objection 
and refused to dismiss the 
juror. 

He said a random selec-

tion gives his client the 
chance that the juror he 
wanted to excuse from the 
beginning will be dismissed.

According to testimony 
earlier this week, Hoffmann, 
51, called the baby’s mother, 
Juliana Enders, the after-
noon of Jan. 29, 2014, to tell 
her Emma was having a sei-
zure. 

Enders picked up the child 
and she ended up being hos-
pitalized from that day until 
Feb. 5. She was taken to 
Lakeland Medical Center, 
St. Joseph, then transferred 
to Bronson Methodist Hos-
pital in Kalamazoo. 

Doctors noted fluid on 
Emma’s brain and prescribed 
anti-seizure medication, ac-
cording to testimony. In 
April 2014 the child under-
went surgery to drain fluid 
from her head. 

Hoffmann has denied 
shaking the baby.

Uscinski and Greg Shou-
kimas, a neuro-radiologist, 
testified Thursday the brain 
bleeds were a combination 
of chronic and acute, or old 
and fresh, indicating that 
Emma had a condition that 
could have been present since 
birth.

Uscinski described in de-
tail what he called “the gen-
erator process.” He said 
when a brain is bleeding, a 
healing process begins in 
which a protective mem-
brane forms, absorbing the 
blood. 

But in some people, the 
membrane itself begins 
“oozing” blood, and the nor-
mal healing process does not 
work. In those cases, blood 
accumulates and can cause 
seizures, he said.

He said Emma’s medical 
records show that her head 
had grown at an abnormal 
rate and that, when she ar-
rived at Bronson Hospital 
“she was off the charts.” 

“She was born with a large 
head and a large body, but 
she was within a certain per-
centile. She should have 
stayed within the normal, 
and she didn’t.”

He said the routine mea-
surements of the child’s head 
during earlier doctor visits 
should have alerted someone 
that “the growth of the head 
was more than you would 
expect.”

Asked by Cronkright the 
clinical significance of that, 
Uscinski said, “by October 
(of 2013), it should have 
been apparent that some-
thing was happening in 
Emma Enders’ head.”

Cronkright asked Uscins-
ki if anything in Emma’s 
medical records clearly indi-
cates she was abused Jan. 29, 
or at any point in her life, he 
answered, “No.” But he 
didn’t rule it out.

“Could it be abuse?” 
Cronkright asked.

Uscinski replied “Yes.”
Contact: jswidwa@thehp.com, 

932-0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

HOFFMANN TRIAL
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