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Brody Johnson, a second grader at Red Arrow Elementary School, pets a Nubian dairy goat held by Shelby Pruett on Wednesday at the Van Buren County 
Fairgrounds in Hartford. Hundreds of Van Buren County students visited the fairgrounds to learn about cattle, sheep, swine, poultry, rabbits, horses and farm 
safety as part of the 4th annual Ag Awareness Day event.

AG AWARENESS UP CLOSE

Man held in wife’s shooting death
By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

DOWAGIAC — The Cass 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment is investigating the 
shooting death of a Wayne 
Township woman Tuesday 
night, allegedly by her hus-
band.

The department reported 
that Laura Jean Stineback, 
42, of Dowagiac was alleg-
edly shot by her husband in 
their home while their 9-year-
old daughter was there. The 
girl has been placed with 
family members after being 
examined at an area hospi-
tal, the sheriff said.

Terry Ray Stineback, 44, 
was arraigned in Cass Coun-
ty 4th District Court Wednes-
day on charges of murder 
and assault with intent to 
murder. He is being held 
without bond at the Cass 
County jail.

Police were called at 9:39 
p.m. Tuesday to a house at 

24639 Flanders St. in the 
township east of Dowagiac 
on a report of shots fired.

As deputies arrived at 9:48 
p.m., they saw a young girl 
coming out of the house, fol-
lowed by an older man. They 
were not injured, police said. 
Inside, police found a wom-
an who had died from mul-

tiple gunshot wounds.
The man was taken into 

custody for questioning and 
the girl was taken to Lee Me-
morial Hospital in Dowagiac 
to be examined.

Police said their prelimi-
nary investigation deter-
mined there was an argu-
ment between the husband 

and wife prior to shots being 
fired.

Cass County sheriff’s dep-
uties were assisted at the 
scene by Pokagon Tribal Po-
lice, state police form the 
Niles post and Pride Care 
ambulance service.

Contact: jswidwa@thehp.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

Police 
catch up  
to alleged 
gunman

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

NILES — The hunt for a 
man who police say shot his 
girlfriend at a storage facili-
ty in Niles Township in 
March is 
over.

Michael Je-
rome Exom 
III, 28, of 
Niles was ar-
rested with-
out incident 
Tuesday at a 
house on the 
west side of 
South Bend 
by members of the U.S. 
Marshal Service. 

The woman has since re-
covered, police said.

Exom is in the St. Joseph 
County, Ind., jail awaiting 
extradition to Berrien 
County to answer to charges 
of assault with intent to 
murder, possession of a fire-
arm during the commission 
of a felony and unlawful im-
prisonment.

Exom allegedly shot Ge-
quintha Nichols, 24, of 
Niles the afternoon of 
March 22 after the two got 
in an argument at Aaron’s 
Mini-Storage, 2601 N. Fifth 
St. in Niles Township. Ber-
rien County Sheriff’s De-
partment Capt. Robert 
Boyce said she was shot in 
the right lower lumbar area.

Police were called at 2:56 
p.m. after the woman was 
able to make her way to the 
roadside, where she was 
found by a passerby. She 
was hospitalized in critical 
condition but has since re-
covered, Boyce said.

Exom was seen fleeing 
from the area where the 
shooting happened and has 
eluded police ever since. He 
was considered armed and 
dangerous. 

Boyce said the U.S. Mar-
shal Service has been work-
ing with local police and 
other federal law enforce-
ment agencies on the inves-
tigation, and received infor-
mation Tuesday that Exom 
was at a house in South 
Bend.

Contact: jswidwa@thehp.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

Michael Exom 
accused of  
shooting girlfriend 
at storage locker

EXOM

Shoring up the shore

By JANET HAYES
HP Correspondent 

NEW BUFFALO — 
New Buffalo is one storm 
away from a Lake Michi-
gan bluff  disaster that 
could destroy its water 
pumping station and a slew 
of houses, concerned citi-
zens warn.

And efforts are underway 
to get help and fast.

Local, state and national 
officials, lakefront home-
owners and association 
representatives met Mon-
day at New Buffalo Town-
ship. “One Storm Away” 
has become a catchphrase 
for their concerns.

“We are potentially one 
storm away from losing our 
pump house, the only 
source of water to the city,” 
states an April 8 letter May-
or Pete Weber wrote to U.S. 
Rep. Fred Upton, R-St. Jo-
seph.

Weber’s letter was includ-
ed in a binder distributed 

during the meeting. It in-
cluded pictures, maps and 
excerpts from several stud-
ies done between 1998 and 
2015

The meeting was led by 
Ed Oldis, a lakefront hom-
eowner. City representa-
tives included Weber, Coun-
cilman Lou O’Donnell, 
water superintendent Ken 
Anderson and City Man-
ager Robert Anderson. 

There were also represen-
tatives from the Army 
Corps of Engineers, the 
Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality and 
the offices of New Buffalo’s 
state and national legisla-
tors.

The parties agree there 
needs to be some type of 
long-term beach nourish-
ment program. 

The question is who is re-
sponsible for funding nour-
ishment.

Oldis said after the meet-
ing he thought there was 
very good participation 
and the issue had been 
brought to the attention of 
the right people.

“We’ve moved the ball 

NB pushes for  
plans to save pump 
station and houses

DOWAGIAC

LMC offering early retirement plan

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP — Looking to cut 
labor costs, Lake Michi-
gan College is offering an 
early exit plan for employ-
ees who have been on the 
payroll for 10 years or 
more.

LMC board members 
approved the plan on a 
5-2 vote Tuesday, with 
board Chairwoman Mary 
Jo Tomasini, Treasurer 
Judy Truesdell and Trust-
ees Paul Bergan, David 
Maysick and Stephen 
Small supporting it, while 
Vice Chairman Michael 
Lindley and Secretary 
Debra Johnson dissented.

Employees who qualify 
have until June 26 to de-
cide whether to accept 
three basic options, which 
include a percentage of 
their current salaries, and 
one to two years of  health 
benefits.

LMC President Bob 
Harrison cited several ra-
tionales for offering the 
plan, including changes 

in instructional programs 
and the opportunity to 
boost efficiency. 

In addition, it’s a re-
sponse to the decreased 
enrollment colleges have 
seen nationally as the 
economy improves and 
more people return to 
work.

“The financial chal-
lenges we’re facing are not 
unique to LMC, but it 
was important for us to 
find a solution that gives 
employees choices while 
maintaining our high 
standards for services 
provided to students,” 
Harrison said.

Other factors include a 
state funding picture 
that’s stayed flat over 15 
years and isn’t expected 
to improve, he said.

“We are fortunate to 
have many loyal and dedi-
cated people here. Some 
happen to be near retire-
ment and others may em-
brace the opportunity to 
further their education or 
change careers,” he said.

Qualifying employees 
who accept the Voluntary 

Separation Incentive 
Plan, as it’s called, would 
go off  the payroll by the 
end of  June, according to 
the college’s news release.

Adjunct faculty, grant-
funded employees and fa-
cilities bargaining unit 
members aren’t eligible.

Options include 45 per-
cent of  an employee’s cur-
rent salary; 35 percent of 
current salary, plus a year 
of  health care; or 25 per-
cent of  current salary, and 
two years of  health care, 
said Anne Erdman, vice 
president of  administra-
tive services.

“It gives us an opportu-
nity to reduce costs, and it 
also gives us an opportu-
nity to be a flexible orga-
nization. We can look at 
our needs now, and make 
adjustments now, without 
negatively impacting any-
one,” she said.

Sixty-six faculty mem-
bers and staff  would 
qualify for the plan, of 
whom half  are 55 and 
older, the college’s release 

See SHORE, page A6

College seeks to trim labor costs as state funding remains flat

See LMC, page A6
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .67º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .45º
Record High . . . . . . 88º in 1956
Record Low . . . . . . 26º in 1996
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 2.74"
Normal month to date. . . . 1.46"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 12.38"
Normal year to date . . . . 11.66"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:25 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:59 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:20 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:05 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see partly cloudy 
skies with a high temperature 
of 66º, humidity of 52%. 
Southeast wind 10 mph. 
Expect cloudy skies tonight 
with a 60% chance of showers, 
overnight low of 56º. Southeast 
wind 10 mph. 

Today, southeast winds 10 to 20 kt. Waves 1 to 3 ft. Water temperature 
49 degrees. Tonight, southeast winds 15 to 25 kt. Showers likely in the 
evening, then showers likely with a chance of thunderstorms overnight. 

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Skies will be partly cloudy today with highs in the 60s. South wind 
10 mph. Friday, skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy with scattered 
showers, highs in the 60s. Light winds.

Today, skies will be mostly sunny with highs in the 60s. Southeast 
wind 7 to 9 mph. Friday, skies will be cloudy with scattered showers 
and thunderstorms, highs in the 60s and 70s.

How fast does the average 
hurricane move? ?

Answer: Hurricanes usually travel 
between 15 to 20 miles per hour.

New
5/17

First
5/25

Full
6/2

Last
6/9

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 31
Main Offender ................Ozone

Forecast map for May 14, 2015
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1990

After one month on the job, 
new Niles Police Chief Myron 
Galchutt has set team building, 
changing the department’s im-
age and rebuilding morale as his 
top priorities. The police de-
partment was rocked last March 
by the suspension of five officers 
after allegations of misconduct. 
“We’ve had a black eye with 
surrounding communities and 
have to change that image,” he 
said.

Charles Frazier, 67, has 
worked for the Watervliet city 
public works department more 
than 43 years and isn’t about to 
quit. “It’s different every day,” 
he said. “I know if  I worked in a 
shop, it would be boring.”

35 years ago – 1980
The PTO of Brown Elemen-

tary School, Shoreham, is hold-
ing a farewell open house Sun-
day for Principal Douglas E. 
Nichols, who is resigning at the 
end of the school year to take 
up full-time doctoral studies at 
Western Michigan University. 
Nichols, of Lincoln Township, 
has been principal for 12 years.

Gail Widrig and Mitch Koe-
hler, both seniors at St. Joseph 
High School, were named Out-
standing Female and Male 
Achiever for 1980 during Blos-
somland Junior Achievement’s 
banquet at Lake Michigan Col-
lege.

50 years ago – 1965
The U.S. Coast Guard this 

year will add a program of ac-
tive patrolling to enforce boat 
safety laws. The change was 
prompted by the great increase 
in pleasure boating.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Thursday, May 14, 
the 134th day of 2015. There are 
231 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On May 14, 1955, representa-

tives from eight Communist 
bloc countries, including the So-
viet Union, signed the Warsaw 
Pact in Poland. (The Pact was 
dissolved in July 1991.)

On this date:
In 1643, Louis XIV became 

King of France at age four upon 
the death of his father, Louis 
XIII.

In 1796, English physician 
Edward Jenner inoculated 
8-year-old James Phipps against 

smallpox by using cowpox mat-
ter.

In 1804, the Lewis and Clark 
expedition to explore the Loui-
siana Territory as well as the Pa-
cific Northwest left camp near 
present-day Hartford, Illinois.

In 1900, the Olympic games 
opened in Paris as part of the 
1900 World’s Fair.

In 1913, the Rockefeller Foun-
dation was founded in New 
York.

In 1925, the Virginia Woolf 
novel “Mrs Dalloway” was first 
published in England and the 
United States.

In 1940, the Netherlands sur-
rendered to invading German 
forces during World War II.

down the road a bit more,” he 
said, noting that the Army Corps 
of Engineers had committed to 
requesting funds in its 2016 bud-
get to replenish the New Buffalo 
shoreline. Oldis said the next step 
might be a meeting to discuss the 
issue from a legislative stand-
point.

The pump station is two doors 
north of the house condemned 

by the city following severe ero-
sion during the Halloween 2014 
storm. The station was built in 
1970, before the federal channel 
and breakwater were completed 
by the Corps in 1975.

The station houses two pumps 
contained in below-ground cais-
sons that pump water from the 
30-inch intake crib pipe about 
3,000 feet offshore in about 35 
feet of water. Once the water 
reaches the top of the dune above 
the station, gravity takes it to the 
city’s nearby water treatment 

plant at 300 Marx Drive.
Weber ended his letter to Up-

ton asking for $2.25 million from 
the Army Corps of Engineers “to 
finance the needed beach nour-
ishment and save a key section of 
our state’s shoreline” and an ad-
ditional $666,666 yearly to be put 
in a “sand bank” so the process 
can be repeated every three 
years.

“This is not a quick fix. We 
hope to find a solution before it 
becomes a problem,” Weber said 
following the meeting.

SHORE
From page A1

said. LMC expected to release 
details to employees Wednes-
day.

College administrators aren’t 
speculating on how much money 
LMC will save. The figure de-
pends on how many employees 
participate, how they’re classi-
fied and staffing plans.

However, some positions will 
either be restructured, remain 

open or be filled by new hires at 
entry-level salaries, the release 
said.

For all those reasons, the col-
lege doesn’t foresee an ideal de-
mographic of  who might accept 
the plan because employees leave 
for different reasons, Erdman 
said.

“It’s all over the ball game. It’s 
younger employees going after 
that degree or have decided that 
they’re ready to start a family. 
Or it could be somebody who is 
ready to retire,” she said.

LMC
From page A1

 Combination Planters 

 Herbs

 Unusual Plants 

 Bedding Plants (Flats)

  Hanging Baskets 

 Geraniums

 Vegetable Flats

 Bag Planters

(41/2” pot thru 
16” tub)

Want Amazing 
Flowers?

Shop here fi rst 
and compare!

We’re just a 
drive away 

for SUPERIOR 
QUALITY PLANTS 

grown in our own 
greenhouses. 

9 Miles North 
of Sawyer 

8 Miles South
 of St. Joseph
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8627 Cleveland Ave., Baroda
Just North of Lemon Creek Rd. or South of Stevensville-Baroda Rd.

Now Open Mon - Sun 9-6:00
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One Of Th is Weeks Specials:


