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By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Now that the earthmov-
ers are keeping busy out-
side, Lake Michigan Col-

lege is ready to bid the 
concrete and steel phase of 
its new manufacturing and 
technology center.

Board members have au-
thorized the college’s man-
agement team to accept the 
lowest qualifi ed concrete 
and structural steel bid, 
which is due back by May 
28.

The bid package’s timing 
refl ects the need to order 
appropriate building mate-

rial ahead of time, said 
Anne Erdman, LMC’s vice 
president of administra-
tion.

“You’ll probably not see 
a lot of action initially be-
cause it’ll be a lot of order-
ing. The steel has to be 
made and fabricated to our 
specs,” Erdman said. “In 
some cases, it takes as long 
as 12 weeks to create the 
steel. If  we want to get it in 
winter, we need to push as 

quickly as possible.”
Kalin Construction of 

Sodus is doing site prepara-
tion and remediation.

The board hired Kalin 
last month for $608,058. 
The company’s to-do list in-
cludes removing soil con-
sidered unsuitable for con-
struction and preparing the 
ground for the foundation.

Erdman said she expects 

A trip to the steel yard
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Lake Michigan College board members have authorized the col-
lege’s management team to accept the lowest qualified concrete 
and structural steel bid for its new manufacturing and technol-
ogy center. Kalin Construction of Sodus is clearing the site.

LMC plots next 
steps in building 
tech center

ABOVE: Buddy Guy performs 
before thousands of people 

Saturday during the 2015 BBQ, 
Blues & Bluegrass:  A Taste of 

Michigan, held at Whirlpool 
Centennial Park in downtown 
St. Joseph. The annual event 

featured a variety of music 
from bands such as Coco 

Montoya, Slim Gypsy Baggage, 
and The Infamous Stringdust-

ers as well as barbecue and 
craft beers from local restau-

rants.

RIGHT: Sam Badreddine, 
manager at the Bistro on the 
Boulevard, fills a customers’ 
barbecue order Saturday at 

the event.
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BBQ, BLUES 
& BLUEGRASS

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Lake Michigan College 
trustees have approved 
changes in its policy for 
granting academic credits 
for experiences outside the 
classroom.

Students can now pick up 
41 or more experiential 
learning credits – as they’re 
called – depending on the 
degree they’re pursuing, 
and what they want to do, 
said Leslie Kellogg, dean of 
technology, health sciences 
and business. 

The old policy specifi ed a 
21-credit limit.

However, students going 
the experiential learning 
route must still earn most 
of those credits at LMC, 
Kellogg said. That includes 
30 credits for a baccalaure-
ate degree and 20 credits for 
an associate’s degree.

The requirements are 
slightly different for certifi -
cate programs.

“If someone were to pur-
sue a certifi cate, and wanted 
experiential learning cred-
its, they’d have to have at 
least half the credits com-
ing from the college,” she 
said.

Trustees approved the 
changes at their Tuesday 
meeting.

LMC doubles credits 
for experience 
outside of classroom

BENTON HARBOR — 
Brookview School conduct-
ed an extensive national 
search for its next executive 
director, but 
decided that 
it already had 
the best can-
didate on 
staff.

The Mon-
tessori school 
has an-
nounced the 
appointment 
of Larry 
Schanker, its assistant exec-
utive director, to be the 
school’s new executive di-
rector, effective June 1.

“Dr. Schanker is uniquely 
qualifi ed for the top leader-
ship role at Brookview 
based on his 17 years of 
Montessori teaching expe-
rience at every level, cou-
pled with his current service 
as the school’s assistant ex-
ecutive director,” Prafulla 
Shintre, president of the 
Board of Directors, said in 
a news release.

In accepting the position, 
Schanker emphasized the 
importance of the Montes-
sori method in the educa-
tion of youth. 

“Montessori principles 
dictate that teaching is not a 
one-way street, but a syner-
gistic relationship between 
the child and the teacher – a 
continuous cycle of teach-
ing and learning on both 
sides,” Schanker said. “For 
an educator, there is no 
greater payback than the 
light we see in the eyes of 
children when they exhibit 
joyful learning.”

Schanker is well-known 
in Southwest Michigan for 
his musical ability. The pia-
nist has performed over the 
years at numerous venues 
including the University of 
Notre Dame, the Acorn 
Theater and the Krasl Art 
Center as well as with the 
Southwest Michigan Sym-
phony Orchestra. In 2003, 
he earned a Ph.D. in music 
composition from the Uni-

versity of Chicago and has 
held the position of music 
director at Brookview 
School since 1997.

He serves as an adjunct 
professor at the Institute for 
Montessori Innovation at 
Westminster College, where 
he co-designed and imple-
mented a course for an Up-
per Elementary training 
program on the integration 
of the arts into the Montes-
sori curriculum. 

Schanker has also served 
as an adjunct professor at 
Lake Michigan College and 
Western Michigan Univer-
sity and chairs the music 
committee at the Krasl Art 
Center.

“Dr. Schanker is a na-
tional fi gure in Montessori 
education and we look for-
ward having an administra-
tor with Larry’s talents at 
the helm of Brookview 
School to accomplish the 
school’s mission and realize 
its vision by providing an 
environment of academic 
excellence that nurtures 
each child’s growth into a 
whole, responsible and inte-
grated person,” Shintre 
said.

Founded in 1975, 
Brookview School is the 
largest Montessori school 
in Southwest Michigan. It 
offers an education that fo-
cuses on the development 
of the whole child – cogni-
tive, physical, social and 
emotional. 

Brookview Schools 
taps Schanker 
as next director

BENTON TWP.

SCHANKER

Dr. Schanker is a national 
figure in Montessori educa-
tion and we look forward 
having an administrator 
with Larry’s talents at the 
helm of Brookview School 
to accomplish the school’s 
mission.

PRAFULLA SHINTRE
President, Brookview School

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— Benton Harbor Area 
Schools is getting some sec-
retarial help on the human 
resources side through the 
Berrien Regional Educa-
tion Service Agency.

Hillary Florin of Ste-
vensville has been hired as 
part of Berrien RESA’s 
contract to handle Benton 
Harbor’s human resources 
services, Superintendent 
Kevin Ivers said. The board 
approved hiring Florin last 

week.
Florin will join pupil ac-

counting secretary Carlotta 
Thomas and human re-
sources superintendent 
Rose Wheeler on the job. 

The arrangement began 
in February, when the 
board hired Wheeler on a 
contract basis through June 
30, 2016.

Berrien RESA soon ex-
pects to make a pitch to 
handle Benton Harbor’s 
business services, which are 
overseen by the accounting 
fi rm Plante & Moran, Ivers 
said.

“Hopefully, we can save 
them some money by pro-
viding some of the services 
they need, but at a lower 
cost,” he said.

With that idea in mind, 
the district has posted a 
chief fi nancial offi cer’s po-
sition, Ivers said.

“We’re already doing 
payroll services for them – 
this is our third year – and 
it’s been a big success. I an-
ticipate that they’d want to 
go (more) in that direction 
(of saving money),” Ivers 
said.

A presentation from Ber-

rien RESA is scheduled for 
5 p.m. Monday at a special 
Benton Harbor school 
board meeting at adminis-
trative offi ces on Pipestone 
Street. The subject wasn’t 
specifi ed on the agenda.

If Benton Harbor ap-
proves, the new business 
services contract would 
start on July 1.

In other business, the 
RESA board has recog-
nized Lighthouse Educa-
tion Center teachers Nich-
ole Carolla, Jenna Hawkins, 

RESA providing more staff for BH schools

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

CASSOPOLIS — The 
judge wasn’t amused Fri-
day with a former South-
western Michigan College 
student who had joked 
about making a bomb.

Cass Circuit Court Judge 
Michael Dodge sentenced 
Ethan Donovan Edwards, 
19, of Elkhart, Ind., to two 
years probation and gave 
him credit for 181 days al-
ready served in jail. He 
must pay $1,388 in fi nes 
and costs.

He had pleaded guilty to 

attempted manufacture/
possession of an explosive 
device with malicious in-
tent.

 “With the school shoot-
ings around the country, 
this is something people 
have to take seriously,” 
Dodge told Edwards. 
“Your behavior is concern-
ing. It does represent a po-
tential threat to public safe-
ty. ... Let’s see if  we can get 
you back on track.”

The incident occurred 
Sept. 14 on the SMC Dow-
agiac campus when anoth-
er student found Edwards 
cutting up pennies. Ed-

wards told the fellow stu-
dent he was making shrap-
nel but later said he had 
been joking.

Dodge said Edwards in 
the past called in a false 
bomb threat. He urged Ed-
wards to get mental health 
counseling.

Defense attorney Greg 
Feldman described Ed-
wards as a “very, very 
bright young man” who 
needs mental health moni-
toring. 

“Hopefully he can get 
help and hopefully he can 
continue his education,” he 
said.

Edwards only said “sor-
ry” when asked if  he had 
anything to say before the 
sentencing.

In other sentences, two 
Dowagiac men were sent to 
prison.

Eric Carnell Brigham, 
35, of South Front Street 
in Dowagiac pleaded guilty 
to tampering with an elec-
tronic device as a habitual 
offender and was sentenced 
Friday to 15 years. He must 
pay $1,548 in fi nes and 
costs.

Brigham was on tether 

Former SMC student sentenced over ‘bomb’ joke

See TECH CENTER, page B2

See RESA, page B2

See BOMB, page B2
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after being released from 
prison Oct. 7 after serving 
time for assault with intent 
to commit great bodily 
harm less than murder. He 
cut off that bracelet Nov. 6 
and was arrested Dec. 18 in 
Berrien County on an ille-
gal entry charge. He came 
back to Cass County after 
serving a 120-day jail term 
in Berrien County.

“This is your 11th felo-

ny conviction. Your crimi-
nal history spans 20 years,” 
Dodge said. “Your record 
includes breaking and en-
tering, criminal sexual 
conduct, malicious de-
struction of  property, ut-
tering and publishing and 
escaping awaiting trial.”

“You say you experi-
enced a brain injury from 
boxing and blame your 
actions on medication,” 
the judge told Brigham. 
“Maybe those things in-
fluenced your behavior, 
but you are a habitual 

fourth offender. This is 
serious. You violated your 
parole and cut your teth-
er. You deserve prison 
within the guideline 
range.”

Gunnar Paul Schar, 46, 
of  Magician Lake Road in 
Dowagiac pleaded guilty 
to violating his probation 
from the four 2014 meth-
amphetamine-related con-
victions and was sentenced 
Friday to four concurrent 
prison terms of  four and a 
half  years to 30 years. 

Schar violated his pro-

bation by failing to com-
plete the drug treatment 
court program he was sen-
tenced to last year. He was 
expelled from the program 
after being caught lying 
and using marijuana.

“This is a sad day. We 
want people to succeed,” 
Dodge said. “The court 
doesn’t take any joy in 
this. You were given a lot 
of  opportunities despite 
your slip-ups. The last 
time, your dishonesty and 
marijuana use led to your 
expulsion.”

BOMB
From page B1

Megan Shriver and Sheryl 
Voge for their work with 
three elementary school 
students who published, 
printed and distributed a 
compilation of essays at the 
school.

Ivers declined to release 
the students’ names. They 
titled their book, “How 
Lighthouse Has Changed 
Me,” he said.

“I’m not sure how the 
teachers arranged for it, but 
they each wrote their own 
story, those stories were 
compiled and they were 
printed,” he said.

The board confirmed 

next year’s officer lineup of 
the Berrien/Cass School 
Boards Association, which 
represents school board 
members in both counties, 
Ivers said.

“Their mission is to pro-
vide board training, and 
making sure that board 
members know what to do. 
They’re responsible for per-
sonal and professional 
growth,” he said.

The officers include Ju-
dith Zabicki of  New Buf-
falo, president; Kelly 
Clements of  Coloma, 
vice president; Ruth Aus-
ra of  Dowagiac; secre-
tary; and Berrien RESA 
Board President Sharon 
Kalling of  Niles, treasur-
er.

RESA
From page B1

Kalin to wrap up its work 
by the end of June. The 
board will then award the 
general contracting bid, 
which is the third and final 
piece of the project, she 
said.

“We’ll come to the June 
board meeting with that 
package, and that’s when 
you’ll understand the full 
scope,” she said.

LMC is building the cen-
ter to place all its manufac-
turing technology pro-
grams in one place at its 
main campus along Napier 

Avenue in Benton Town-
ship.

The board began the 
process in December by 
closing the M-TEC in Ben-
ton Harbor, where most of 
the programs were previ-
ously housed, and selling 
the building to Whirlpool 
Corp.

The estimated cost is $9.6 
million, which will come 
out of the general fund and 
a capital campaign that’s 
underway.

The new center is going 
in on the northeast side, 
on an apple orchard 
that’s between the main 
campus building and 
Western Michigan Uni-

versity’s building. The 
site covers about 40,000 
square feet.

In other business, Clin-
ton Gabbard, vice presi-
dent of student services, 
reported that activity at 
LMC’s student housing 
complex, Beckwith Hall, 
isn’t slowing down as its 
summer session begins.

This week, 33 interns 
moved into Beckwith as 
part of a partnership agree-
ment with Whirlpool Corp.  
In July, the First Tee orga-
nization will bring 35 young 
people that it’s sponsoring 
for a week-long camp, Gab-
bard said.

“These are two great 

ways to reach out to the 
community, to use our 
rooms when they are emp-
ty. We’ll still have around 
20 students who will be 
here throughout the sum-
mer, but it’s great to see 
them used for other things,” 
he said.

TECH CENTER
From page B1

By SARAH SCHUCH
The Flint Journal

FLINT — The new Hur-
ley pediatric clinic on the 
second floor of the Flint 
Farmers Market is starting 
to take shape.

Hurley Medical Center 
will move its Pediatric Resi-
dency Clinic and its Pediatric 
Specialty Clinic to the sec-
ond floor of the Flint Farm-
ers Market in what hospital 
officials are calling an inno-
vative, unique partnership.

Officials hope to have the 
$2-million Hurley Children’s 
Center up and running by 
August, said Annette Napier, 
senior administrator for am-
bulatory services at Hurley 
Medical Center.

“Progress is going pretty 
much as scheduled. When I 
was in there it was amazing 
to see. You can see the frame 
of everything,” Napier said. 
“It’s a very exciting project 
and it’s moving along very 
quickly.”

The future design can be 

envisioned, Napier said, as 
walls are being put up in the 
10,300-square foot space. 
Drywall should be going up 
later this week or early next 
week.

A separate exterior en-
trance and elevator tower 
have been installed, The 
Flint Journal reported. 

“It’s just going to be a phe-
nomenal place for children 
to come,” Napier said.

The project is a collabora-
tive partnership between 
Hurley Children’s Hospital, 
the Charles Stewart Mott 
Foundation and the Flint 
Farmers Market.

The goal is to focus on 
prevention and nutrition, 
along with care for children 
when they are sick.

The center will include 24 
exam rooms, a lab and a resi-
dent/preceptor teaching 
area.

Prescriptions can be writ-
ten for healthy foods and the 
health professionals can help 
guide families in healthy eat-
ing.

Pediatric clinic 
to open at Flint 
Farmers Market
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