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Hartford schools harbor bully, suit alleges

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

HARTFORD — A 
Hartford woman has filed 
a federal suit against Hart-
ford schools for allegedly 
failing to keep her eighth-
grade daughter safe from 
a bully’s violent taunts and 
threats.

The girl was taken out 
of  school by her parents in 

March because they did 
not think the school dis-
trict was able to keep her 
safe from the boy, accord-
ing to the suit filed Tues-
day in U.S. District Court 
in Grand Rapids.

A police investigation is 
also underway into the al-
leged threats made by the 
boy, 14, and district offi-
cials have been coopera-
tive, said Hartford police 
Lt. Tressa Beltran.

Named defendants are 
Superintendent Andy 
Hubbard, Middle School 
Principal Joel Messenger 
and High School Principal 
David Janicki.

The suit was filed by the 

Grand Rapids law firm of 
Pinsky, Smith, Fayette & 
Kennedy LLP.

The suit goes beyond a 
simple bullying case be-
cause of  alleged state-
ments the boy made to 
other students detailing 
his violent fantasies.

The suit alleges that a 
teacher interviewed two 
students who had said the 
bully “talked about cut-
ting up” the girl’s body 
and that he “thought 
about murdering people 
and mutilating their bod-
ies.”

He had also talked about 
wanting to use a “ball or 
bat with spikes or nails in 

it to hit her in the face,” 
the suit claims.

The teacher reported it 
to Messenger on March 
18, according to the legal 
complaint. But Messenger 
canceled the meeting be-
cause the teacher asked 
that a union representative 
also be present.

The suit alleges the boy 
is now being educated at 
home with the help of  a 
Hartford teacher – but no 
disciplinary action has 
been taken against the 
boy.

It alleges district offi-
cials have a surveillance 
tape of  the boy making a 
veiled threat against the 

girl. Specifically, he asks 
her “How do you like your 
teeth?” a purported threat 
of  physical violence. But 
officials have refused to 
provide a copy of  the tape 
to police, the suit claims.

The boy had previously 
been suspended for as-
saultive behavior, and 
blamed the girl for it, tell-
ing other students she was 
a “snitch and a bitch,” the 
suit contends.

In another statement the 
bully allegedly made to 
other students, he said he 
wanted to chain the girl up 
in his basement and charge 
$3 to let other students 
punch her in the face.

“(He) has a history of 
targeting female students 
and staff  at school for in-
timidation, threats and as-
saultive behavior,” the suit 
contends.

When contacted about 
the suit Thursday, Hub-
bard read a prepared state-
ment.

“Hartford Public 
Schools takes these mat-
ters seriously, as the safety 
and education of  students 
is our number one priori-
ty,” it stated.

He declined further 
comment about the allega-
tions.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Parent sues in  
federal court over 
alleged threats 
toward daughter

Pscholka named 
most effective 
House member
By HP STAFF

LANSING — State 
Rep. Al Pscholka, R-Ste-
vensville, has been named 
the most effective law-
maker among Michigan’s 
110 currently serving 
state representatives, ac-
cording to an EPIC-
MRA poll.

The sur-
vey, ordered 
by Michi-
gan Infor-
mation Re-
s e a r c h 
S e r v i c e , 
asked 352 
key partici-
pants in the 
leg is lat ive 
process to name the most 
effective person in several 
legislative positions, in-
cluding state representa-
tives, state senators and 
staff  members. 

Pscholka, representing 
the 79th District, stood 
out among a competitive 
field of  well-respected 
state legislators.

“As appropriations 
chair, Rep. Pscholka is in 
the middle of  all the im-
portant state government 
spending decisions being 
made in Lansing,” said 
MIRS Editor Kyle Me-
linn. “Ever since he spon-
sored the initial emergen-
cy manager law several 
years ago, Pscholka has 
been among the leaders 
in the chamber.”

Pscholka said he felt 
honored by the distinc-
tion because it confirmed 
that the constituents of 
his district were benefit-
ing.

“Like many of  my col-
leagues, I take the defini-
tion of  public servant 
very literally,” said 
Pscholka, who is in his 
third and final term as a 
member of  the Michigan 
House of  Representa-
tives. “I go to work every 
day on behalf  of  tens of 
thousands of  Michigan 
residents. That means do-
ing all the research on the 
issues and determining 
the stance that is best for 
the constituents in my 

district and for the mil-
lions across the state. We 
won’t all agree all of  the 
time, but I still work for 
you and on your behalf, 
trying to lay the ground-
work for a brighter future 
for all of  our families.”

Pscholka’s chief  of 
staff  and state budget ad-
visor, Adam Carlson of 
Dowagiac, was ranked 
among the top five most 
effective staff  members 
in that same poll. 

Pscholka stated that 
the important work of 
the Michigan House isn’t 
a one-person job, and no 
poll can reflect how criti-
cal a contribution each 
member’s staff  is toward 
serving a legislative dis-
trict.

“If  I’m effective, it’s 
because I have had terrif-
ic staff  and colleagues 
who also want what’s best 
for their districts,” 
Pscholka said. “Adam, 
Kirstie Sieloff  and Chris-
tine Simon are indispens-
able. They have all helped 
to keep me informed, fo-
cused and timely.”

MIRS had previously 
named Pscholka Fresh-
man Legislator of  the 
Year in 2011. Pscholka 
said that working through 
his final term is a hum-
bling experience.

“So many Michigan 
residents step through 
these doors in service to 
their neighbors, their 
communities and future 
generations,” Pscholka 
said. “Michigan has 
made great strides since 
2010, and it is a great 
honor to be a part of 
that.”

Before his election, 
Pscholka worked as a 
district director for U.S. 
Rep. Fred Upton. He also 
served as a Lincoln Town-
ship trustee for eight 
years and seven years on 
the Southwest Michigan 
Regional Sanitary Sewer 
and Water Authority.

Pscholka is a former 
vice president of  Corner-
stone Alliance, and a lo-
cal high school sports 
broadcaster.

PSCHOLKA
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TOP: Donors Merlin and Caro-
lyn Hanson speak during a 
ground-breaking ceremony 
Thursday for the new Hanson 
Technology Center on Lake 
Michigan College’s Napier 
Avenue campus. The state-
of-the art facility will feature 
training and education in 
emerging areas of manufac-
turing and is scheduled to be 
completed in spring 2016.

TECH CENTER RISING

ABOVE: An artist rendering shows the Hanson Technology Center to be built on Lake Michigan College’s Napier Avenue cam-
pus. The center will feature a variety of flexible classrooms and labs, allowing students to explore careers in manufacturing 
and energy.

5 O’Clock Sports 
Bar to close Sunday

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

STEVENSVILLE — To 
a sports bar owner, compe-
tition is more than some-
thing that appears on the 
giant screen televisions.

And the competition is 
proving too much for the 5 

O’Clock Sports Bar and 
Restaurant at 5000 Red 
Arrow Highway, its man-
ager said. It will close Sun-
day after nearly a decade in 
business.

General Manager Mi-
chael Wittlieff  said the de-
cision came because it was 
a time for a change.

“The market has become 
flooded with sports bars 
and it has been difficult Tony Wittkowski / HP Staff

5 O’Clock Sports Bar and Grill will come to a close Sunday after 
a decade of business.

Stevensville sports 
bar closes due to 
uptick in competition
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