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From left, Sharon Downing, Linda Sprague and Connie Yore, members of the local chapter of Questers International, check out 
a catalog of purses to be sold in a “Purse-reservation” Dutch auction, during a visit to Days of Yore Antiques in downtown St. 
Joseph. Participants will be able to select from more than 100 purses from around the world, with the prices going down each 
week between July 3 and July 17. Proceeds from the auction will go to the Lighthouse Forever Fund.

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — The local 
chapter of Questers Inter-
national is looking for 
purse-snatchers to benefit 
the St. Joseph lighthouse 
restoration project.

The group of antique en-
thusiasts is not encouraging 
the heisting of handbags. 
But it is hoping that people 
will participate in its “Purse-
reservation” Dutch auction 
between Friday and July 
17.

That’s when more than 
100 unique purses, many 
from around the world, will 
be available. But you have 
to move fast. The prices go 
down each Friday during 
the sale, making it desirable 
to pick up that one-of-a-
kind, must-have purse be-

fore someone else grabs it.
And it’s all for a good 

cause, said Sharon Down-
ing, Questers’ auction com-
mittee chairwoman.

“If you give, you receive,” 
Downing said from Days of 
Yore at 215 State St. in 
downtown St. Joseph, one 
of four locations where 
purses will be on display, 
along with a catalog of the 

purses and other accesso-
ries.

Other auction locations 
are Elephant’s Breath An-
tiques at 203 State St. and 
State Street Antiques at 417 
State St., both in downtown 
St. Joseph; and Dunes An-
tique Mall at 13560 Red Ar-
row Highway in Harbert.

If all the purses sell in the 
first week at their starting 

prices, the auction will raise 
$5,000 for the Lighthouse 
Forever Fund.

The Lighthouse Forever 
Fund has garnered $1.7 
million toward its $2 mil-
lion goal, enough to begin 
the work this summer to re-
pair the lighthouses. Addi-
tional funds are being 
sought to allow repair work 
on all of the catwalks.

Helping the Lighthouse 
Forever Fund is a natural 
for Questers’ local chapter, 
Burnett’s Traders 567, 
which has donated toward 
the restoration of an origi-
nal Fresnel lighthouse lens, 
said Connie Yore, who was 
recently named president of 
Michigan Questers.

The local organization 
also contributed toward the 
Morton House in Benton 
Harbor and the Silver 
Beach Carousel.

“It’s such a historic piece 
of St. Joe, we can’t let it go,” 
Downing said of the light-
houses, built in 1907.

And Downing, a world 
traveler, knows the practical 
side of lighthouses. She  

A ‘purse-sonal’ interest
Questers chapter 
to help benefit 
lighthouse  
restoration efforts 
with Dutch auction

More than 100 unique purses will be sold in a “Purse-reser-
vation” Dutch auction at Days of Yore, Elephant’s Breath and 
State Street antique shops in downtown St. Joseph, and Dunes 
Antiques in Harbert, and will be listed on the Lighthouse Forever 
Fund website. Many of the purses come from Europe, Mexico 
and Southeast Asia, along with vintage bags from the 1920s, 
and ’50s, ’60s and ’70s.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— With a May 2016 
groundbreaking still in its 
sights, Lake Michigan Col-
lege is ready to move on 
the construction of its 
Hanson Technology Cen-
ter.

Board members recently 
authorized LMC’s man-
agement team to accept 
the lowest qualified bidder 
and stick with its architect, 
Progressive AE, of Grand 
Rapids, LMC President 
Bob Harrison said.

“Those (bids) should 
come in at the end of the 
month, so we’re OK to go 
ahead,” Harrison said. 
“We’ll take some time to 
analyze all the bids, make 
sure they’re all qualified, 
and go with the lowest 
(qualified) bid.”

LMC is pursuing the 
project to house all its 
technology programs in 
one place on its Napier Av-
enue campus. It had previ-
ously operated those pro-
grams at the M-TEC 
Center on Klock Road, 
which the college sold to 
Whirlpool Corp. in De-
cember.

The estimated cost of 
the technology center is 

$9.6 million, which the col-
lege expects to finance 
through its general fund 
and “Campaign for To-
morrow.”

About 70 percent of the 
campaign’s $7.5 million 
goal has been raised, but 
the hardest work is still 
coming up and that effort 
won’t wind down until this 
fall, Harrison said.

“The basic themes are 
job creation, student suc-
cess, and community en-
gagement. We’re still quite 
a ways from having every-
thing wrapped up, but 
we’re plugging away,” he 
said.

The college is also sub-
mitting a $500,000 request 
to the Upton Foundation, 
Harrison said. He didn’t 
know when the foundation 
will respond.

“What we’ll get, if  any-
thing, we don’t know. 
That’s their time frame,” he 
said.

In other business, the 
board agreed to accept the 
lowest qualified bidder for 
redoing the Mendel Cen-
ter Mainstage IV area, 
which hasn’t been redone 
in 10 years, Harrison said. 
Bids are due in July, with 
the expectation of work 
being done at the end of 
August.

LMC accepting 
bids for planned 
technology center

By MICHAEL BALSAMO
Associated Press

MALONE, N.Y. — The 
second of two convicted 
murderers who staged a 
brazen escape three weeks 
ago from a maximum-secu-
rity prison in northern New 
York was shot and captured 
near the Canadian border 
on Sunday, two days after 
his fellow inmate was killed 
in a confrontation with law 
enforcement, authorities 
said.

“The nightmare is finally 
over,” Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
declared at a news confer-
ence.

A state police sergeant 
shot David Sweat in the 

town of Constable, about 
11⁄2 miles south of the Ca-
nadian border and 30 miles 
northwest of the prison, af-

ter spotting him walking 
along a road and recogniz-
ing him, Cuomo said. Sweat 
fled and Sgt. Jay Cook 

opened fire when he couldn’t 
catch him on foot and no-
ticed the fugitive heading 
toward a line of trees, state 
police said.

Sweat was struck twice in 
the torso and taken to a 
hospital in stable condition, 
Cuomo said.

His capture came two 
days after his escape part-
ner, Richard Matt, was shot 
and killed by authorities. 
The men had been on the 
loose since June 6, when 
they cut their way out of a 
maximum-security prison 
about 30 miles away using 
power tools.

State police Superinten-
dent Joseph D’Amico said 
the men may have used pep-

per to mask their trail; he 
said Sweat’s DNA was re-
covered from pepper shak-
ers found at one camp where 
the fugitives may have spent 
time.

“We did have difficulty 
tracking so, you know, it 
was fairly effective in that 
respect,” D’Amico said.

Cuomo said many ques-
tions remained unan-
swered. 

“We have already started 
a full investigation,” he said. 
“But today ends with good 
news. These were danger-
ous, dangerous men.”

Matt and Sweat used 
power tools to saw through 
a steel cell wall and several 
steel steam pipes, bashed a 

hole through a 2-foot-thick 
brick wall, squirmed 
through pipes and emerged 
from a manhole outside the 
Clinton Correctional Facil-
ity in Dannemora. 

Sweat was serving a sen-
tence of life without parole 
in the killing of a sheriff’s 
deputy in Broome County 
in 2002. Matt was serving 
25 years to life for the kill-
ing and dismembering of 
his former boss. They were 
added to the U.S. Marshals 
Service’s 15 Most Wanted 
fugitives list two weeks after 
getting away. 

The search for the es-
caped killers was initially 

2nd escaped murderer is shot, captured after other killed

By ALISHA GREEN
Associated Press

LANSING — The U.S. 
Supreme Court is expected 
to release a decision this 
week about new mercury 
and toxic air emissions 
standards for power plants, 
but Michigan’s utility com-
panies have already been 
working toward compli-
ance.

The case against the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 

Agency is led by Michigan, 
which was joined by 20 
other states. 

The justices will take the 
bench again Monday to 
hand down more opinions. 
They should finish their 
work early in the week. In 
rare instances, the court 
will put off decisions and 
order a case to be argued 
again in the next term.

The main issue is  

Michigan utilities 
work to comply 
with pollution rule 

Mike Groll / AP

Law enforcement officers stand outside Alice Hyde Medical 
Center Sunday in Malone, N.Y., where David Sweat was trans-
ported.
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