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Consider the stunned disbe-
lief, perhaps of a somewhat 

aggressive sort, that would have 
greeted anyone who might have 
told a tavern crowd in Dorchester 
or Southie three decades ago 
that Ireland would be the fi rst 
nation in the world to approve 
gay marriage by popular vote.

It is a mark of 
how much has 
changed in such a 
short time that 
Ireland’s vote for 
gay marriage last 
week was, in the 
end, the expected 
outcome – even if  
the breadth of 
marriage equali-
ty’s victory was breathtaking.

The referendum carried 62 
percent of the vote. Only one of 
the nation’s 43 parliamentary 
constituencies, Roscommon-
South Leitrim, voted “no,” and 
even there, supporters won near-
ly 49 percent of the vote. The 
rural-urban split many antici-
pated did not materialize. So-
cially conservative areas that had 
opposed liberalizing Ireland’s 
abortion and divorce laws in the 
past voted to allow gays and les-
bians to marry. 

The different outcome this 
time says something about why 
social liberalism fi nds its stron-
gest expression these days 

around gay rights questions. If  
politics is often polarized be-
cause social changes can leave 
behind both winners and losers, 
it is far harder to make a case 
that there are any losers in the ef-
fort to provide for equality 
around sexual orientation. Ire-
land, a heartland of Catholicism 
that did so much to shape the 
Catholic Church in the United 
States, seemed to see things ex-
actly this way.

But it’s also true that Ireland 
has undergone a sweeping cul-
tural transformation in a very 
short time. Irish faith in the 
church was badly shaken by the 
hierarchy’s cover-up of the sex-
abuse crisis even as the island 
was overtaken by a raucous ma-
terialism during the economic 
boom between 1995 and 2008. It 
was the era of the “Celtic tiger,” 
a prime example of how good 
things could be under capital-
ism.

Yet if God receded from Irish 
life, mammon received its come-
uppance when the fi nancial bub-
ble burst, wreaking havoc. Ire-
land has since had to rebuild not 
only its economy but also its 
sense of meaning.

It’s striking that Dublin Arch-
bishop Diarmuid Martin, one 
of Ireland’s most candid prelates 
in facing up to the costs and the 
shame of the abuse scandal, used 

the referendum outcome not as 
an occasion for an angry jeremi-
ad but as an opportunity for an 
examination of conscience.

In words that echoed around 
the world, he told RTE News 
that “the church needs to do a 
reality check, a reality check 
right across the board.”

He also went out of his way to 
acknowledge the elation felt by 
those who had been forced into 
the shadows of Irish life. “I ap-
preciate how gay and lesbian 
men and women feel on this 
day,” he said. “That they feel this 
is something that is enriching the 
way they live. I think it is a social 
revolution.”

And the archbishop specifi -
cally focused on the imperative 
“to look at the areas where we 
really have to start and say, 
‘Look, have we drifted away 
completely from young peo-
ple?’” 

It is a question highly relevant 
to religious institutions far be-
yond the Irish Sea, but it has 
clearly not penetrated every-
where. The Vatican’s secretary of 
state, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, 
was less nuanced on Tuesday 
night, declaring the Irish result 
as not only “a defeat for Chris-
tian principles” but also “a de-
feat for humanity.”

As if anticipating the Vatican’s 
response, Fintan O’Toole, the 

Irish Times columnist and one 
of his country’s most searching 
social critics, argued over the 
weekend that while the referen-
dum result “looks like a defeat 
for religious conservatives ... no-
body has been defeated.”

“Nobody has been dimin-
ished,” he continued. “Irish peo-
ple comprehensively rejected the 
notion that our republic is a ze-
ro-sum game, that what is given 
to one must be taken from an-
other. Everybody gains from 
equality – even those who didn’t 
think they wanted it. Over time, 
those who are in a minority on 
this issue will come to appreciate 
the value of living in a pluralist 
democracy in which minorities 
are respected.” 

And there, fi nally, is the rub. 
For advocates of gay marriage, 
the issue is about the equal dig-
nity of human beings – a thor-
oughly Christian principle – far 
more than it is about a particu-
lar view of sexual morality. In-
deed, the very embrace of mar-
riage as a central goal of the gay 
rights movement can itself be 
seen as a turn toward an updated 
brand of traditionalism. 

Archbishop Martin seemed to 
understand this implicitly even 
as his country chose to endorse 
it explicitly. 

E.J. Dionne is a columnist for The Washington 
Post. His email is: ejdionne@washpost.com.

Black lives matter!” was the 
chant heard at recent demon-

strations in cities and towns from 
Ferguson, Mo., to Baltimore, Md. 
Yes, they do matter, but apparently 
not so much to some other blacks. 
Only when a white police offi cer 
shoots or engages in other behav-
ior that results in the death of  a 
black man do black 
lives seem to matter.

While Memorial 
Day weekend fea-
tured the traditional 
parades, barbecues 
and moments of  si-
lence at baseball 
games for those who 
gave their lives in 
wartime to preserve 
our freedoms, in some of  Ameri-
ca’s biggest cities virtual shooting 
galleries produced the sort of  car-
nage more likely to be found in the 
Middle East from Islamic State 
terrorists.

In Baltimore, which was wracked 
by violence just one month ago af-
ter Freddie Gray, an African-
American man, died while in po-
lice custody, 32 people were shot. 
Nine of  them died. That brings to 
35 the number killed in Baltimore 
just in May and the month isn’t 
over.

In New York City, eight people 
were shot and killed.

In Chicago, where murder has 
become common, 12 people died 
and 44 were wounded.

Care to take a guess what these 
three cities have in common? They 
are all presided over by elected 
Democratic mayors and majority 
Democratic city councils.

In New York City, the murder 
rate reached a record low in 2013. 
Following the election of  liberal 
Mayor Bill de Blasio, the murder 
rate jumped 20 percent in the fi rst 
two months of  2015. Might the 
reason be de Blasio’s order to dra-
matically curtail the stop-and-frisk 
program that had sharply reduced 
the number of  murders in minority 
neighborhoods under former May-
or Michael Bloomberg?

In Baltimore, where Democratic 
Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake 
(who is African-American) report-
edly ordered Baltimore police to 
stand down during the recent riots, 
thus allowing the rioting to con-
tinue, police apparently are still 
obeying that order. Arrests in Bal-
timore have declined signifi cantly, 
while incidents of  criminal activi-
ty, including violent crime, are up. 
Cops may be reluctant to step in 
because six of  their fellow offi cers 
have been indicted in the death of 
Freddie Gray. Who could blame 
them for thinking that Baltimore’s 
elected offi cials see the police and 
not criminals as the enemy of  pub-
lic order?

There have been no visits by Al 
Sharpton, no investigations 
launched by the Department of 
Justice and no statements by 
America’s fi rst African-American 
president about these latest shoot-
ings. And predictably, only local 
media – not the national networks 
– have paid much attention to these 
murders because both the perpe-
trators and the victims are black. 
Only when the template that whites 
are racists and blacks are victims 
can be applied do the actors in this 
tiresome race play step onto the 
stage with their predictable accu-
sations and fault-fi nding. Predict-
ably, when the play ends, nothing 
has changed.

Last year, following the riots and 
looting in Ferguson, Johnathan 
Gentry, identifi ed by Fox News as 
a minister, appeared on TV to 
counter the message by Al Sharp-
ton suggesting that white racism is 
to blame for most problems in the 
African-American community. 
Speaking of  Sharpton, Gentry 
said, “You only come around when 
something happens with the police 
or Caucasians. You’re not there for 
the black community so you need 
to stop fronting – and NAACP as 
well. I want to call them out as 
well! They’re good for nothing. All 
they do is perpetuate hate.”

You won’t fi nd that sound bite or 
that man on any other channel, 
but he speaks the truth.

Maybe what’s needed is a Me-
morial Day for the victims of 
crime. Maybe that would help re-
duce the body count. President 
Obama says he was elected to “end 
wars, not start them.” While he is 
retreating overseas, he might con-
sider trying to end the war in 
America’s inner cities. And those 
inner-city voters might benefi t 
from ending their loyalty to a par-
ty that has done them little good.

Cal Thomas is a columnist for Tribune Content 
Agency. His email is: tcaeditorstribpub.com

The war in 
America’s inner 
cities rages on

Upton obviously can’t 
relate to the working man 

Editor,
U.S. Rep. Fred Upton is 

totally wrong when he states 
that an employee wants time 
off  in place of time and a half  
pay.

He/she wants the money to 
help pay the bills or to save up 
for something he wants in the 
future. Upton’s idea of the 
employer giving you the time 
off  when you want it is nothing 
short of laughable. Upton was 
listening to the wrong people 
when he came up with this 
idea; mainly the employer 
rather then the employee.

I suggest that Upton leave 
his do-nothing job and get a 
job in the real world. Then he 
can start talking about money 
instead time off. He would 
quickly realize that money 
talks and time off  is just 
something you don’t have time 
for unless you are already set 
for life.

Hank White
St. Joseph

Media’s double-standard 
on display again

Editor,
Let’s play a little game of 

“what if.” What if  Hillary 
Clinton was a white male 
conservative Republican? How 
would the mainstream press be 
covering her? What would they 
be asking about the attack on 
our consulate in Benghazi, 
Libya, where American 
diplomats were abandoned to 
the jihadist mob?

How aggressively would 
they be looking into the 
fi nancial chicanery of  the 
Clinton “Foundation”? How 
tolerant would they be of  the 
outright lies and evasions 
surrounding the erased e-mails 
from Clinton’s time at the 
State Department? Would they 
get the same kid gloves 
treatment Clinton gets on 
these and other questions? 
Not at all. Any thinking 
person knows the press would 
be after them with torches and 
pitchforks like some demented 
peasant mob in a Frankenstein 
movie.

David D Goodyear
Coloma

It’s time that people   
unite for World Hug Day

Editor,
I propose a World Hug Day. 

This would be for all humans, 
willing to stand with others, 
regardless of religion, race, 
politics, ethnic or national 
differences, to state that human 
life is sacred. 

It is not just for debates over 
the beginning or ending of life 
issues, but for ever day of life 
for a lifetime; gathering in 
neighborhood streets, work 
places, sporting events, wher-
ever to hug and link arms 
against humans killing humans. 
World Hug Day should happen 

on July 2, the middle day of 
2015, at the same time world-
wide, beginning just before 
midnight at the international 
date line at Anadyr, Russia, and 
continuing forward in the day, 
noon in the London and Paris 
time zone, to just before 12 a.m. 
at the international date line in 
Adak, Alaska.

World Hug Day is for all 
humans to state in simultane-
ous unison that human life is 
sacred, and no religion, 
government or despot leader 
has the right to harm or hinder 
a sacred life from reaching their 
full potential. 

Rev. Gary Sprunger
St. Joseph
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Tech center will lead to a better tomorrow
By JOAN SMITH                            
and DAVID WHITWAM

We write as supporters of a 
deeply meaningful com-

munity movement that em-
braces our past to deliver real-
istic plans for creating jobs and 
enhanced future opportunities 
for residents and our local 
communities. The Hanson 
Technology Center ground-
breaking on Thursday is an 
outstanding example. It 
launched a grassroots-inspired 
and regionally prioritized 
Campaign for Tomorrow, so 
ably shepherded by Lake Mich-
igan College.

We are proud to join with so 
many who have contributed to 
a common vision and worked 
to give energy and meaning to 
the word “great” in the slogan 
Michigan’s Great Southwest. 
Realizing we cannot sit idly by 
and allow macroeconomic 
changes to diminish opportu-
nities for our neighbors and 
children, countless community 
initiatives have sprung forth in 
recent years to create desired 
change. We are amazed at the 
breadth of  these volunteer-led 

and donor-supported efforts 
that include school improve-
ments, affordable housing, new 
education and recreation facili-
ties, expanded volunteering, 
health initiatives and facilities 
and individual support pro-
grams along with multiple 
tourism and destination devel-
opments. Together we are 
building a better community 
for all.

It is in that mutually sup-
portive spirit ingrained in the 
hearts of  so many that the 
work made possible at Lake 
Michigan College by their 
Campaign for Tomorrow will 
benefi t new and existing em-
ployers and members of  our 
community. With new pro-
grams and facilities, LMC is 
preparing students with the 
education and training re-
quired for lifelong success. The 
intent is simple: a meaningful 
job leads to improved health, 
full enjoyment of  a high quali-
ty of  life and family success. A 
better-educated community is 
a vibrant and prosperous com-
munity.

LMC’s Campaign for To-
morrow creates new learning 

opportunities designed to build 
off  our heritage industries and 
agricultural diversity to be suc-
cessful in our changing global 
economy. Whether in advanced 
manufacturing, wine making 
or in high tech medical servic-
es, the college’s new initiatives 
supported by the Campaign 
for Tomorrow are at the fore-
front of  technological change.

The centerpiece of  this ini-
tiative is the Hanson Technol-
ogy Center, a cutting edge fa-
cility to serve the training 
needs of  our community, resi-
dents and businesses. Our sup-
port of  this project is in honor 
of  a man whose life story serves 
as inspiration to others. Merlin 
Hanson was raised by parents 
who never allowed their own 
physical disabilities to stand in 
the way of  self  achievement, 
and they instilled this life and 
work ethic in all of  their chil-
dren. Although he knew pov-
erty, Merlin learned a technical 
trade and to this day is a pas-
sionate lifelong learner whose 
success in business and philan-
thropic leadership is well 
known and widely respected. 
When asked to lend his name 

and reputation to this effort, in 
typical Merlin fashion, he and 
his generous wife, Carolyn, 
have provided a major gift to 
the campaign – not just to a 
building, but to a community-
wide movement that is about 
enabling individual opportuni-
ty in a collectively growing set 
of  communities – creating jobs 
and creating a trained work-
force for our region.

A common thread that 
weaves through and strength-
ens this community is the peo-
ple. Through foresight, collab-
oration and individual 
generosity, Lake Michigan 
College and the Campaign for 
Tomorrow offer a powerful ex-
ample of  our united spirit. We, 
on behalf  of  the contributors 
to the Lake Michigan College 
Campaign for Tomorrow, 
thank the countless “can do” 
individuals and businesses who 
are working to ensure a bright-
er future for all.

Joan Smith, a partner at Smith-Dahmer 
Associates, is chairwoman of the Lake Michi-
gan College Campaign for Tomorrow. David 
Whitwam, retired chairman and CEO of Whirl-
pool Corporation, is honorary chairman of the 
Lake Michigan College Campaign for Tomor-
row.


