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Shane Lies, engineering vice president at the Donald C. Cook Nuclear Plant in Bridgman, shows off backup generators, pumps and 
emergency equipment in the plant’s new reinforced bunker. AEP has invested as much as $50 million at the plant in complying 
with new NRC regulations.

Plan B ... and C and D
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

BRIDGMAN — In 
March 2011, a very power-
ful earthquake struck off  
the east coast of  northern 
Japan, setting off  a chain 
of  events leading to the 
worst nuclear power plant 
disaster since Chernobyl 
in 1986.

The Fukushima I nucle-
ar power plant was imme-
diately shut down as a pre-
caution. But when a 
gigantic tsunami triggered 
by the earthquake hit the 
coastal power plant about 
an hour later the huge 
wave topped the 19-foot 
seawall.

The tragic result was 
that fl ooding in the plant 
disabled backup genera-
tors used to pump cool 
water into the reactor 
cores to prevent overheat-
ing. The water did over-

heat, and in turn caused 
several explosions. The di-
saster led to the release of 
radiation into the sea and 
into the air.

Lessons learned
It didn’t take long for 

the federal Nuclear Regu-

latory Commission to ana-
lyze what went wrong at 
the Fukushima plant and 
learn what could have been 
done to prevent it.

More importantly, NRC 
staff  wanted to know how 
the lessons learned from 
the Japanese disaster could 

be used to boost domestic 
nuclear power plant disas-
ter safety.

Within a year of  the di-
saster, the NRC issued ad-
ditional regulatory orders 
for U.S. nuclear power 

A reinforced bunker housing backup generators, pumps and emergency equipment has been built 
at Donald C. Cook Nuclear Plant in Bridgman. 

Marriage today: rich-poor gap, later vows, gays gain access
By DAVID CRARY
AP National Writer

Through two decades of 
debate on whether Ameri-
ca’s gays and lesbians 
should have the right to 
marry, opponents of such 
unions depicted their resis-
tance as “defense of mar-
riage.” Now, on the cusp of 
a Supreme Court ruling 

that could legalize same-sex 
marriage nationwide, the 
underlying institution is un-
der scrutiny anew.

Does marriage in Ameri-
ca indeed need help? What 
kind of shape is it in? In 
simplest terms, the diagno-
sis is mixed.

Among college-educated, 
relatively affl uent couples, 
marriage is doing pretty 

well. Where education and 
income levels are lower, it’s 
often a different story – 
higher divorce rates; far 
more children being born 
out of wedlock, including 
many to single mothers.

There’s broad sentiment 
that this “marriage gap” is 
unfortunate, but no consen-
sus on what to do about it. 
Some believe government-

funded marriage-promo-
tion programs can make a 
difference. Others depict 
marriage-focused solutions 
as misguided and say the 
problems can be eased only 
by broader economic and 
social initiatives benefi ting 
all types of households.

“There is no one silver 
bullet,” said David Blan-
kenhorn, head of a centrist 

think-tank, the Institute for 
American Values, that fo-
cuses much of its work on 
marriage and families.

Yet despite uncertainty 
about solutions, he and oth-
ers believe there is now an 
opportunity to bridge the 
left-right split over mar-
riage, particularly in light 
of the sweeping gains for 
gay and lesbian couples.

For many years, the gay-
marriage debate was inter-
twined with assertions 
about “traditional mar-
riage” between a man and a 
woman. A federal act 
passed in 1996 and a subse-
quent wave of amendments 
adopted in many states used 
the term “defense of 

N-plants invest big in 
backup systems after 
Fukishima disaster

A charitable 
formula
By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — After a 
quarter century worth of 
teaching math, Dave Fos-
ter is hanging up his pro-
tractor.

As someone who began 
teaching at St. Joseph 
High School in 1990, Fos-
ter had a signifi cant infl u-
ence on his students over 
the years. So much so, he 
was presented with a sur-
prise partway through his 
retirement party Saturday.

What Foster didn’t 
know was two of his for-
mer students – with the 
help of his wife and 
daughter, Becky and Ali-
son Foster – had been try-
ing to raise $25,000 in 25 
days for his 25 years of 
service. The money raised 
would go to a chairity 
known as Pencils of  Prom-
ise, which would build a 
school in Ghana named 
after Foster.

Underneath the tent’s 
canopy the family had set 
up in their backyard, Fos-
ter was told of the chari-
table effort that was taken 

on behalf  of  his tutelage.
“Not many people get 

to fi nish a career where 
people come and do this,” 
Foster said. “I made every 
moment as passionate as I 
could, hoping it would 
make a difference. This is 
proof.”

The students behind the 
idea were Zach Fetters 
and Seth Walsh, who 
graduated from SJHS in 
2009 and now live in dif-
ferent parts of the coun-
try.

Fetters, who lives in 
Houston and works for 
BP Oil, said he was read-
ing an article about Pen-
cils of  Promise and liked 
the idea of its goal to fur-
ther education in develop-
ing countries.

Thinking it was some-
thing better to pursue than 
the usual retirement gift, 
Fetters began brainstorm-
ing with the others. The 
message behind the gift 
was to emulate one of 
Foster’s life lessons: Edu-
cation is not a means to a 
high-paying job, but a way 

Former SJHS students surprise retiring 
math teacher with donation effort

John Madill / HP correspondent

Becky Foster talks about her husband Dave’s teaching career 
and the goal of raising enough money to go toward building a 
school in Ghana in his name.  About 50 friends, family mem-
bers and co-workers gathered for a retirement party Saturday 
to honor the St. Joseph High School math teacher. See PLAN, page A5

See FORMULA, page A4

See MARRIAGE, page A5
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Thousands protest G7 summit in Germany
By FRANK JORDANS
Associated Press

GARMISCH-PARTEN-
KIRCHEN, Germany — 
Thousands of demonstra-
tors packed a German 
Alpine resort town on Sat-
urday to protest a wide range 
of causes, from climate 
change to free trade, before 
the arrival of the leaders of 
the Group of Seven indus-
trialized democracies for a 
two-day summit.

Though the demonstra-
tion in Garmisch-Parten-
kirchen was largely peaceful, 
a small group of protesters 
clashed with police as they 
marched through the town, 
charging at officers who re-
sponded with pepper spray. 
At least two protesters had 
to be taken away by medics 
for treatment. Police said 
one officer was also injured 
by the pepper spray; there 
were no arrests.

During the demonstra-
tion, black-clad anarchists 
chanted slogans against po-
lice violence, anti-capitalists 
held signs denouncing a pro-
posed trans-Atlantic trade 
deal, and peace protesters 

waved rainbow flags and 
signs with anti-war slogans.

Protester Monika Lam-
bert said she had come “to 
exercise my democratic 
rights to say that everything 
the G-7 decides is in the in-
terest of the banks and capi-
talists.”

Lambert, from the Bavar-
ian city of Erlangen, said 
Germany’s history has 
shown that it is important to 
speak out.

“I asked my parents what 
they did during the Nazi pe-
riod and they did nothing,” 
she said. “I don’t want to tell 
my children and grandchil-
dren the same thing.”

About 2,000 protesters 
marched to the train station 
from their camp on the out-
skirts of town for the noon-
time demonstration and 
were joined by thousands of 
others, including many fam-
ilies and children.

Bavarian Michael Wild-
moser carried a sign with 
communist slogans.

“Too many young people 
are being exploited in low-
paid jobs,” he said. “This 
situation can’t go on.”

Police had 22,000 officers 

from around Germany on 
hand, keeping tight control 
on the demonstrations. 
Spokesman Hans-Peter 
Kammerer said significant 
numbers of extremists from 
Germany, Austria, Italy and 
Britain were among the 
crowd.

One group of about 30 
protesters dressed as clowns, 
taunting police by getting 
up close and personal, dust-
ing their boots with feather 
dusters, pretending to listen 
in on their conversations 
and making sexual innuen-
dos.

A group of six clowns sat 
in the middle of the street, 
blocking the road and forc-
ing a police van carrying re-
inforcements to turn back.

Protesters’ spokesman Si-
mon Ernst, who was part of 
the group that camped over-
night outside town, said they 
wanted to show their anger 
at the leaders of Germany, 
France, the U.S., Italy, Brit-
ain, Canada and Japan, call-
ing them “the henchmen of 
bankers and corporations.”

Police planned to keep all 
demonstrators away from 
the summit venue, the 

Schloss Elmau hotel in a 
tiny village about 5 miles 
from Garmisch-Parten-
kirchen.

A court initially ruled that 
up to 50 protesters should 
be allowed inside the securi-
ty zone Sunday so that the 

world leaders would be able 
to hear them.

On Saturday, however, 
Bavaria’s administrative 
court revoked permission 
for that demonstration. The 
court said organizers had re-
fused to have participants 

transported to the site in po-
lice vehicles and insisted on 
marching, but it ruled that 
would pose too great a secu-
rity risk, the news agency 
dpa reported.

The summit runs Sunday 
through Monday.

Matthias Schrader / AP

An injured demonstrator is carried away during a protest in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, southern 
Germany, Saturday against the G-7 summit in nearby Schloss Elmau hotel on June 7/8.

Turkish official says TNT used in Kurdish rally blasts
By SUZAN FRASER  
and DESMOND BUTLER
Associated Press

ANKARA, Turkey — 
Turkish police have deter-
mined that at least one of 
the lethal explosions at a 
Kurdish party rally this week 
was from TNT, and that 
both explosions involved 
“cellphone mechanisms,” a 
government minister said 
Saturday. Two people were 
killed. 

The blasts came at a tense 
time as Turkey holds parlia-
mentary elections on Sun-
day in which the Kurdish 
votes will be crucial in deter-
mining whether the ruling 
party gets the supermajority 
it seeks. 

Agriculture Minister Me-
hdi Eker, who is from Diyar-
bakir where the explosions 
occurred on Friday, said 80 
people, including two police-
men, were being treated in 
hospitals. 

Most were not in serious 
condition and were being 
treated for cuts, blows and 
shrapnel wounds. Eight peo-
ple were in serious condition 
and had been operated on, 
Eker said.

Initial reports had said 
that electrical equipment 
had exploded, but Prime 
Minister Ahmet Davutoglu 
said in comments published 
Saturday that the two explo-
sions were acts of sabotage 
and provocation. 

Davutoglu’s ruling AKP 
party wants a large majority 
that would allow it to change 
Turkey’s constitution and 
transfer the prime minister’s 
executive powers to Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
in a new presidential system. 
If the Kurdish party, HDP, 
gets a minimum 10 percent 
of the votes required to take 
seats in parliament, it would 
effectively block that possi-
bility. 

Following the explosions 
on Friday, Erdogan said he 
tried calling Selahattin 
Demirtas, the leader of HDP 
to express condolences and 
condemn the attack, but that 
Demirtas had not taken his 
calls.

On Saturday, Demirtas 
said that Erdogan had not 
uttered “a single word about 
that savage attack” in a 
speech after the explosions.

“He may have tried to 
reach me, but whether he 

reached me or not is not im-
portant,” Demirtas said. 

The HDP campaign has 
been the target of other at-
tacks, including bombings at 
two local party headquar-
ters which injured six people 
last month. The HDP has 
accused Erdogan of making 
the party a target by con-
stantly speaking against it in 
the campaign.

Erdogan has also been at-
tacking the foreign media. 
On Saturday, not for the first 
time, his barbs took an anti-
Semitic turn as he lashed out 
against The New York Times 
and other foreign publica-
tions for criticisms of him. 

“The New York Times 
which is published in the 
United States,” he said. 
“Their owners are known. 
Unfortunately, it’s the Jew-
ish capital.”

The New York Times de-
clined to comment Saturday 
on Erdogan’s remarks.

Late in the campaign, Er-
dogan has also responded 
indignantly to opposition 
criticism of a tangible sym-
bol of his drive to build up 
the presidency: the lavish 
1,150-room presidential pal-
ace which he built as prime 

minister and now occupies 
as president. 

Complaining that cock-
roaches infested his old of-
fice, Erdogan said: “There 
can be no question of waste 
where representation is con-
cerned.” 

Opposition parties have 
made Erdogan’s spending 
on the palace a theme of 
their campaigning in the 
run-up to Sunday’s parlia-
mentary elections, forcing 
him on the defensive. Last 
week, he denied that the pal-
ace had gold-plated toilet 
seats. 

Erdogan moved into the 
vast structure after he was 
elected president in August. 
The former presidential pal-
ace was given to the prime 
minister. 

Emre Tazegul / AP

A man places carnations at the explosion site as supporters of 
pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democracy Party, HDP, march to protest 
the death of two people in two explosions during an HDP elec-
tion rally a day ago, in Dirabakir, Turkey, Saturday. It comes at a 
tense time, two days before Sunday’s parliamentary elections in 
Turkey, in which the Kurdish votes will be critical.

to make an impact in the 
world.

“He is the person that 
you go through high school 
and hear all these stories 
about and get excited to 
have as a teacher,” Fetters 
said. “He was one of the 
first teachers I had that said 
education should have an 
impact on the community. 
This will be a way to spread 
his legacy and the teach-
ings he has given to us.”

Walsh, who lives in Cin-
cinnati and works in com-
munity development, said 
he wanted to give back to 
the man that had given him 
so much.

“Everything I do in Cin-
cinnati was something I 
learned from his class,” 
Walsh said. “He taught you 
why learning matters. My 
entire life has changed be-
cause of him.”

The main takeaway for 
Walsh was the gift would 
go beyond Foster or his im-
pact on the community. It 
would allow the tenured 
math teacher to keep 
changing lives of other 
people – some he would 
never meet, in places he 
would never go.

On his own time
Foster’s path to such love 

and admiration came after 
he graduated from the Uni-
versity of Michigan.

Before settling down with 
his wife and two kids, and 
before he became known to 
everyone as “Mr. Foster,” 
the St. Joseph resident 
worked in finance for a year 
and discovered he hated it.

At the time, Foster had 

also been a camp counselor 
and thought teaching 
would be a good idea. Fos-
ter jokes he loved Ann Ar-
bor so much he came back 
for his teaching degree. 
Upon graduation, he land-
ed his first teaching job in a 
private school in Bloom-
field Hills as a math teach-
er.

The experience was eye-
opening, but Becky said 
they realized Bloomfield 
Hills was too large of a city 
they were never going to be 
a part of it.

“We wanted to be part of 
a community,” Becky said. 
“Now we are here and we 
have a community. Around 
town people come up to me 
and say, ‘oh, you’re Mr. 
Foster’s wife.’ And then 
they go on to tell me some 
crazy story about some-
thing he did in the class-
room.”

Becky said it was hard to 
keep the fundraising effort 
a secret from her husband 
because of all the commu-
nity effort.

When she looked online 
at the Facebook page they 
had created, Becky saw the 
comments everyone had 
written about her husband.

In addition to the money 
raised in his honor, Foster 
was given a new email ac-
count filled with messages 
from past students and col-
leagues. Those who donat-
ed had sent in words of 
congratulations from across 
the country and overseas.

“It’s one of those things 
where we will give him the 
password and let him read 
it on his own time,” Walsh 
said.

While Fetters and Walsh 
could not make it to the re-
tirement party, their pres-

ence was felt through Fos-
ter’s thanks and 
appreciation.

Staying true to his alma 
mater, Foster addressed his 
guests adorned in his 
striped U-M polo, with 
matching blue and yellow 
sneakers.

“It means a lot to see 
these guys trying to make a 
difference in the world be-
cause of me,” Foster said 
upon hearing his two for-
mer students were involved. 
“That’s something any 
teacher can be proud of.”

More to come
The effort raised nearly 

$19,000 by Saturday, but 
the 25-day deadline will be 
extended as long as it takes 
to ensure the school is built 
in Foster’s honor.

Those who wish to help 
can donate at: https://fund-
raise.pencilsofpromise.org/
fundraise?fcid=455955.

Students who want to 
share their favorite memo-
ries of Foster can write him 
by email to the user ac-
count: thankyoumrfoster@
gmail.com.

As for his decision to re-
tire, Foster said he wanted 
to leave when he was at his 
best. He recalled a time 
last week during his last 
class of  the day when he 
realized he only had a few 
days left. Foster said he 
was forced to leave the 
room because he was on 
the brink of  tears.

“It’s a feeling, not a for-
mula,” Foster said of his 
decision. “My biggest hope 
was to come to a town and 
make a difference. I feel 
loved and love them back 
for it.”

Contact: twittkowski@thehp.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski
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