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Each week, The Herald-Palladium publishes photos and infor-
mation about people from the area who are wanted on out-
standing warrants for various alleged felonies. Listed below are 
the name, last known community of residence and charges for 
each of the suspects.The Berrien County Sheriff’s Department 
and Crime Stoppers are providing the information.

WANTED IN SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN

Jesse Nichols

Jesse Lee Nichols, Buch-
anan: Heroin possession.

Charles Ellis

Charles William Ellis III, 
Benton Harbor: Delivery of 
crack cocaine – second 
offense.

Crystal Culberson

Crystal Starr Culberson, 
Niles: Larceny in a building.

Terrance Mcafee

Terrance Isaiah Mcafee, 
Benton Harbor: Assault by 
strangulation, interfering with 
electronic communication.

Crime Stoppers will pay $100 for information that leads to the arrest of any of 
these people. Callers don’t need to leave a name but will be assigned a code num-
ber. Call 1-800-342-STOP or 288-STOP. This information comes from Crime Stop-
pers and the Berrien County Sheriff’s Department. All warrants must be reconfirmed 
before an arrest. To comment on the accuracy of this information, call 269-983-
7141, ext. 4711.

community liaison officer, 
begin an absence of unpaid 
leave to take the firefighting 
exams, or resign. 

Lange began unpaid leave 
on Oct. 7, 2013, and passed 
the certification exam in 
April 2014. Saunders’ term 
as emergency manager had 
ended in March of that 
year. Darwin Watson, the 
new city manager, has not 
reinstated Lange as director 
of public safety.

Judge Bell denied the de-
fendants’ motion for sum-
mary judgment on the al-
leged violations of the 
Whistleblower Protection 
Act and the Elliott-Larsen 
Civil Rights Act, saying 
there is sufficient evidence 

for a jury to consider those 
charges.

The judge granted sum-
mary judgment to the city 
on the count alleging a vio-
lation of the Fourth Amend-
ment, but denied it to 
McGinnis. That count re-
lates to an allegation that 
McGinnis seized Lange’s 
personal effects, including a 
computer hard drive con-
taining both personal and 
work-related documents, 
violating his Fourth Amend-
ment rights against unrea-
sonable search and seizure. 

Bell said the facts support 
a reasonable inference that 
the search was unreason-
able and excessively intru-
sive. But, he said, the city 
itself  is not culpable and is 
dismissed from that claim.

Contact: jswidwa@thehp.com, 
932-0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

LANGE’S SUIT
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Snyder cited the dis-
trict’s $15 million debt as 
one of the main reasons.

She said the sinking 
fund is expected to col-
lect $1.4 million this 
year.

In addition, trustees 
heard from Tom Tebeau, 
who was hired by the 
state Department of 
Treasury to create a 
workable, line-item bud-
get for the school dis-
trict.

“Now, you have a line-
item budget,” he said. 
“It’s the best that I could 
get with the information 
that I could get.”

He said the line-item 
budget will be a better 
tool for board members 
and district staff to use to 
communicate clearly and 
understandably.

He said the school dis-
trict is anticipated to end 
$441,000 in the black in 
its current fiscal year, 
which ends on June 30.

But LaGrow said that 
assumes that the district 
will get a $1.1 million 
emergency loan from the 
state.

“If we don’t get that 
loan, we’re still operating 
in a deficit position,” she 
said. “We do need to 
make some cuts. We do 
need to look at how we 
can better work more ef-
ficiently.

Tebeau said that in cal-
culating the district’s 
2015-16 budget, he as-
sumed that student en-
rollment will increase by 
50 students to 2,442 stu-
dents. If that and all of 
his other assumptions 
happen, he said the dis-
trict will end next school 
year $661,000 in the 
black.

LaGrow also talked 
about her plan to elimi-
nate the school district’s 
$15 million deficit in the 
next 15 years. She said 
trustees will have a copy 
of that plan by Friday 

morning.
“If we do it in 10 years, 

which is what (the state 
Treasury Department) 

was requesting, we’re go-
ing to have to make some 
drastic cuts and what that 
means is it’s going to af-
fect children. We have to 
make sure that as we 
make these cuts, we’re 
not impacting the educa-
tional piece.”

To find ways to save 
money, LaGrow said the 
district rebid its transpor-
tation services. She said 
she hopes to have a new 
contract in place by Tues-
day’s board meeting 
showing a savings of $1 
million in the 2015-16 
school year.

Other items LaGrow 
gave to the board was a 
list of three vendors the 
district owes money to. 

“These three compa-
nies have already been 
approved for payment ... 
but these are agreements 
that we further need (in 
order) to work with these 
three companies on on 
payment arrangements in 
order to fulfill our re-
quirements for services 
that were rendered,” she 
said.

She did not give out 
the names of the compa-
nies or how much money 
was owed to them.

LaGrow gave trustees 
a list of resignations and 
staff removals. No names 
or numbers were dis-
cussed.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 
932-0361, Twitter: @HPWrege
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provided the commission 
by one of his neighbors, 
Marc Kerlikowske. Ker-
likowske said he called five 
other gravel pits in the area 
and said none operated af-
ter 6 p.m. or Saturdays. 

Commissioner Bill Dustin 
said Hecht’s wife co-owns 
another gravel pit in the 
area.

“I’m shocked to find out 
she’s the co-owner of an-
other aggregate operation,” 
he said. “Didn’t she clue 
you in about the hours of 
operation you needed to 
have before you started?”

Commission Vice Chair-
man Eric Stoub moved to 
deny changing the hours 

and days of operation, cit-
ing the fact Hecht hadn’t 
presented any additional 
material information since 
he got the special use per-
mit two years ago. Stoub 
further cited opposition to 
the change. 

He said the hours set 
down in the special use per-
mit were reasonable.

Hecht said after the meet-
ing he is considering ap-
pealing the commission’s 
decision to Berrien County 
Trial Court, just as he did 
last year in the case involv-
ing bringing in outside ma-
terial to crush at the pit.

Berrien Trial Court Judge 
John Donahue heard argu-
ments in the case at a May 
12 hearing. He promised to 
make a ruling in four to 
eight weeks.

GRAVEL PIT
From page B1

Burger King and Taco 
Bell were among other fran-
chise food chains considered 
for the corner spot on Red 
Arrow Highway. Paul said 
they chose Taco John’s be-
cause it would bring some-
thing new to the area.

Ade Adewoye, project ar-
chitect with Brooks Archi-
tectural, said the 
5,000-square-foot building 
will have a drive-through 
window at the southern end 
of the property.

Taco John’s portion, 
which is about 1,700 square 
feet, will include a 28-per-
son seating area and salsa 
bar.

While construction began 
at 4107 Red Arrow High-
way in January, Adewoye 
said they are about six weeks 
away from wrapping up.

Paul said daily operations 
will be a family affair with 
business partners Rajbir 
and Jasbir Singh.

The Singh brothers have 
been in business in the 
Southwest Michigan region 
since 1989. They owned and 
operated the Mobil gas sta-
tion previously at the Red 
Arrow and Glenlord corner 
for the last decade.

The Taco John’s franchise 
has more than 400 restau-
rants in 25 states, and is try-
ing to open 12 more. Paul 
said the franchise began in 
1968, serving tacos to an 
American military base. 

The gas station and con-
venience store on the north 
side of the building will in-
clude beer and wine selec-
tions, as well as Sherman’s 
Dairy Ice Cream products. 
The gas station will provide 
regular and diesel fuel.

Contact: twittkowski@thehp.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski
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LMC teaching 
winery closes in 
on liquor license
By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— A commercial teaching 
winery scheduled to begin at 
Lake Michigan College this 
fall is close to getting its state 
liquor license.

The Great Lakes Wine In-
stitute, the Midwest’s first 
commercial teaching winery, 
received approval from the 
Benton Township Board of 
Trustees to apply for a liquor 
license.

The small winemaker’s li-
cense would be used at the 
college, but held in the name 
of Lake Michigan Vintners 
LLC.

The main question trust-
ees had was how the wine 
would be sold.

“The focus of the winery 
operation is a teaching win-
ery,” said Patrick Sturdy, an 
attorney for the college. 

“There will be some selling, 
but that will be limited to the 
Mendel Center, where the 
college already has a Class C 
liquor license. The college 
has experience with liquor 
operations. It will be employ-
ing those same types of 
rules.”

While the license would be 
held in the limited liability 
company’s name, they have 
an agreement that the col-
lege will operate the facili-
ties.

Beginning this fall, stu-
dents can begin earning an 
Associates of Applied Sci-
ence in Enology and Viticul-
ture, which is the science of 
wine making and the pro-
duction and study of grapes.

Lake Michigan College 
has already invested in the 
program by building a small, 
teaching winery in the Men-
del Center for Arts and Tech-
nology. 
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For All Your Spring Planting Needs

 269-463-5245

10% OFF
IN JUNE

Summer is Here!

406 State St | St Joseph | 269-983-3300

See our bright new 
summer wear. T-shirts, 

hats & more!
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