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Twin brothers Erik, left, and Andrew Boettcher made the transition from St. Joseph to Pasadena, Calif., by working for NASA ir

its jet propulsion lab.

Twin brothers make a name through NASA

Former St. Joseph
High School
students make
transition

to Pasadena

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

As twins, Andrew and
Erik Boettcher have done a
lot of things together.

The two learned basic
HTML for fun by stealing
their older sister’s comput-
er in their adolescence.
Both Boettcher brothers
graduated from St. Joseph
High School in 2006 and
attended in-state universi-
ties. Then there is the other
thing they have in com-
mon.

Andrew and Erik both
work in Pasadena, Calif,,
for NASA in its jet propul-
sion lab.

Erik, who has been with
NASA longer than An-
drew, works on outreach
regionalization products to
explore the solar system
using the data scientists
have  gathered  about
Earth.

“The short answer is I
make video games,” Erik
said. “We’ve been working
on projects that aren’t re-
leased yet. They call me a
scientific software engineer,
but I'm technically a con-
tractor in the lab.”
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Erik’s journey to NASA
came after he transferred
from Lake Michigan Col-
lege to Western Michigan
University.

He freely admits he
wasn’t the best student
when it came to his grades
at STHS, but Erik became
more studious upon enroll-
ing at LMC.

Erik wasn’t sure what he
wanted to do after high
school. After taking a few
classes, he decided to study
electrical engineering at
WMU, which gave him a
plethora of career op-
tions.

It was there a professor
encouraged Erik to apply
for an internship with
NASA. He worked for 13
weeks in California as an
intern in 2011 before com-
ing back to finish his de-
gree. Upon his return,
NASA gave Erik an offer
and brought him back in
its early career hire pro-
gram.

When Erik was younger,
he recalled wanting to be
an astronaut. But he didn’t
realize the jet propulsion
lab was what took those
pictures of Jupiter and Sat-
urn that inspired him as a
child.

“I had no idea that I
would be able to get in,”
Erik said of NASA. “As an
adult it is the concepts and
the ideas that inspire me.
The irony is I now make the
images that inspire others.

When | was in high school, | spent a lot of
time experimenting in programming. | didn’t
think I would do this, but it's special to work
here. Everyone is excited to come to work,
everyone wants to be here.

ANDREW BOETTCHER

NASA

It’s come full circle.”

Two worlds collide

A few years ago when
Erik was busy on a project
with coworkers, he consult-
ed Andrew on a problem
they had come across in
their data.

Andrew was still a gradu-
ate student at Michigan
Tech, but after helping
solve the problem, NASA
brought him out for an in-
ternship — similar to what
Erik did.

Like Erik, Andrew fin-
ished his internship and re-
turned home to earn his
degree. As a result of his
previous work, another su-
pervisor at the lab hired
him and the twins began
working on the same floor,
in the same building, about
2,085 miles from St. Jo-
seph.

“My bosses thought Erik
worked out well, so his twin
should do well, too,” An-
drew said.

Andrew is a software en-
gineer whose main respon-
sibility is to solve any prob-
lems that come with the

collected data. He runs
through hundreds of giga-
bytes a day, writing code.

One of his favorite proj-
ects included animating the
Mars Reconnaissance Or-
biter.

“When I was in higlk
school, I spent a lot of time
experimenting in program-
ming,” Andrew said. *I
didn’t think I would dc
this, but it’s special to work
here. Everyone is excited tc
come to work, everyone
wants to be here.”

A tough transition
The brothers’ mother
Lori, was blown away wher
she found out both her sons
would work for a company
that specializes in space.
“How many young kids
out of college get to dc
that,” she said. “When peo-
ple hear both my sons work
at NASA, they say, ‘so, you
really do have rocket scien-
tists for sons.”
The two occasionally
fought in high school, like
most siblings do. Lori saic

See TWINS. paae At

June 11, 2015 8:45 am (GMT +4:00) / Powered by TECNAVIA



Herald Palladium 06/11/2015

Copyright (c)2015 The Herald-Palladium 06/11/2015

TWINS

From page A1

they would reconcile anc
then fight again ove
something else.

Erik is older by 3(
minutes — or 1,800 sec-
onds, as he likes to pui
it — so working witk
one’s brother has its dis-
advantages. Andrew
said it can be frustrat-
ing working with one
another because they
know each other sc
well.

“Erik is a really gooc
person to work with
but working with my
brother has definitely
given me a better under-
standing of how to be
patient with other peo-
ple,” Andrew said.

Despite the familia
aspect at work, the
brothers said it was ¢
rough transition as they
didn’t know many peo-
ple in California. One
of the hardest things tc
comprehend for botk
brothers was the cost of
living adjustment.

While the pay scale is
higher in California, the
price of food and hous-
ing is too.

“In college, my room-
mates and I had a 4-bed-
room house for $800 &
month,” Erik recalled
“Now I pay $1,300 e
month for a single-bec
apartment. I mean, ever
the bread and milk cost
more.”

Michiganders al
heart, Andrew and Erik
said they miss the peo-
ple and the natura
change from summer tc
autumn.

“I miss a lot of things
The best part of Michi-
gan is Lake Michigan,’
Andrew said. “It’s bet-
ter than the Pacific
Ocean. One of the big:
gest changes was mov-
ing from a smaller towr
to the LA area.”

Because of their hec-
tic schedules and the
distance, Lori gets tc
see her 27-year-old sons
only a handful of times
each year.

But with the additior
of their older sister, whc
became a web designei
in New York, the
Boettchers have a tal-
ented crew of childrer
they take pride in.

“We'’re really prouc
parents and we are hap-
py they are ours,” she
said. “Words can’t de-
scribe how proud we are
of them.”

Contact: twittkowski@thehp.com
932-0358. Twitter: @TonvWittkowsk
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