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St. Joseph resident Katie Gould watches as her son Jack, 2, plays in the garden portion of the Early Literacy Center in the Lincoln 
Township Public Library on Thursday.

LINCOLN TWP.

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

STEVENSVILLE — 
When Sherri Alexander and 
Mary Hill sat down a few 
months ago to discuss cre-
ating a literacy center, both 
had similar things in mind.

Now, the Lincoln Town-
ship Public Library has its 
own Early Literacy Center, 
a room with activities and 
material that help challenge 
and teach young children.

Hill, as director of the li-
brary at 2099 W. John Beers 
Road, said she saw a similar 
center at another library 
and reached to Alexander 
for help.

Created as a way to pro-
mote early reading skills, 
the center offers interactive 
play with parents and their 
children, from a child’s fi rst 

few months to age 6.
“It’s exciting to see all 

these people using it,” said 
Alexander, a staff member. 
“It’s a fairly new concept. 
Bigger libraries in bigger 
cities are doing it, but it is 
new for our area. Most of 
the activities are geared to-
ward early learning prior to 
school.”

This month the center is 
equipped with a magnet 
board, an art center, a sci-
ence station, a light table, a 

fl ower shop and other ac-
tivities.

Alexander said the themes 
will change monthly with 
July to showcase a camp-
ground theme, leading into 
an ice cream shop in Au-
gust.

Children’s Librarian Kae-
la Rigterink said the soft 
opening Thursday was a 
way of introducing some of 
the families who frequent 
the library to the new learn-
ing experience.

“The center is based 
around a program called 
Every Child Ready to 
Read,” she said. “All of the 
activities and games in the 
room are centered around 
the idea that children need 
to develop skills before they 
learn how to read.”

St. Joseph resident Katie 
Gould and her 2-year-old 
son, Jack, toured the center 
by testing out the garden on 
their visit Thursday.

Gould said it was nice to 
see a library create these 
sort of activities.

“I think this is a cool 
thing they have going here,” 
Gould said.

The center is open from 
11 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday 
through Thursday and 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Satur-
day.

The room and its material 
were paid for by the library’s 
board as well as the Friends 
of the Lincoln Township 
Library through a $5,000 
grant from the Berrien 
Community Foundation.

Contact: twittkowski@thehp.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

Library opens literacy center

Seth Corwin, 4, plays at the light table with his mother, St. 
Joseph resident Brooke Roberts, at the Early Literacy Center on 
Thursday.

Library showcases 
center to develop 
reading skills for 
young children

ST. JOSEPH

By HP STAFF

ST. JOSEPH — Thanks 
to the generosity of dozens 
of individuals, corpora-
tions and organizations, 
the Lighthouse Forever 
Fund has secured more 
than $1.7 million of its $2 
million goal to restore and 
preserve the historic light-
houses in St. Joseph. 

Michigan-based Mihm 
Enterprises has been se-
lected as general contrac-
tor for the project by the 
St. Joseph City Commis-
sion.

“We are thrilled that we 
have raised suffi cient funds 
to do the renovations to 
the inner and outer lights,” 
said Fund Chairman Bob 
Judd. “But it is fi nancially 
critical that we close the 
gap on our goal so we not 
only can complete the 
lighthouse renovations, but 
also perform much needed 
maintenance and restora-

tion work on the North 
Pier catwalk.”

Judd said that bids for 
renovating the lighthouses 
came in under the original 
estimates, but the costs of 
repairing and maintaining 
the catwalk came in higher 
because the deterioration 
was greater than anticipat-
ed. 

“In order to complete all 
of the work this year, we 
need to raise the remaining 
$345,000,” said Judd. “If  
we do not raise the addi-
tional money, we will have 
to complete the catwalk 
restoration in the future.”

Judd said the fund would 
continue to accept dona-
tions until all restoration 
work is complete. To help 
complete the campaign, 
visit lighthouseforever-
fund.org or contact Susan 
Solon, City of St. Joseph 
communications and mar-
keting director, at 983-5541 
or ssolon@sjcity.com.

Lighthouse Fund 
seeks final donations

BENTON HARBOR 
— Lake Michigan College 
will host an open house 
from 4-6 p.m. Thursday at 
the Mendel Center for 
those interested in learning 
more about the Great 
Lakes Wine Institute.

Those who attend will 
meet program director Mi-
chael Moyer, learn about 
the curriculum, tour the 
teaching winery, sample 
regional wines and have 
the option to meet with a 
college adviser.

Meanwhile, the Round 
Barn Winery has established 
a scholarship for students 
pursuing a degree with the 
Great Lakes Wine Institute. 
The scholarship will cover 
tuition and fees for a full-

time student pursuing an as-
sociate of science degree in 
enology and viticulture be-
ginning in the fall 2015 se-
mester. Call 927-8735 or 
email efritz@lakemichigan
college.edu to apply.

The Great Lakes Wine 
Institute is the Midwest’s 
fi rst and only commercial 
teaching winery, where stu-
dents can earn an associate 
degree in enology and viti-
culture. The program will 
cover all aspects of wine-
making from vine to glass, 
including vineyard mainte-
nance, the science of wine-
making, sensory evalua-
tion, logistics, distribution 
and marketing. Classes be-
gin in the fall. 

To RSVP, call 927-8735 
or email efritz@lakemichi-
gancollege.edu. For more 
information, visit lake-
michigancollege.edu/wine.

LMC sets Wine 
Institute open house
Round Barn Winery 
offers scholarship

CASSOPOLIS — The 
Cass County Conservation 
District will host a free well 
water screening for nitrates 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. June 18. 

Samples from drinking 
water wells will be screened 
for nitrate and nitrite. The 
screening is open to anyone 
who uses a personal well for 
drinking water. However, 
the number of samples that 
can be tested is limited. 
Samples should be taken to 
the Cass Conservation Dis-
trict, 1127 E. State St., Cass-
opolis. Samples must be less 
than 48 hours old for a valid 
nitrate result. 

Participants are asked 
to:

■ Fill out an informa-
tion sheet when samples 
are dropped off.

■ Pick a tap that supplies 
water that has not run 
through any treatment de-
vices (water softener, car-
bon fi lter, etc.). An out-

door faucet works well.
■ Run the water for 20-

30 minutes before collect-
ing the sample. This gives 
the pump time to fl ush the 
water pressure tank and 
plumbing so a valid sample 
can be connected. Do not 
sample through a hose. 
Rinse the sample bottle 
and lid thoroughly in the 
water to be sampled; then 
fi ll and cap the bottle.

■ Keep the sample dark 
and on ice or refrigerated 
until it is delivered. 

All results are confi den-
tial, and participants will 
be immediately notifi ed of 
the results. For more infor-
mation or to get a copy of 
the sample form emailed, 
contact the Cass County 
Conservation District Of-
fi ce 445-8641, Ext. 112.

This service is for private 
drinking water wells only. 
Public water supplies are 
tested regularly. 

Cass offers free 
well water screening

By BECKY KARK
For the Herald-Palladium

SOUTH HAVEN — A 
South Haven-area couple 
faces criminal charges after 
an alleged attack on a wom-
an who was taking care of 
two children, one of whom 
had belonged to the couple.

Ryan and Lanna Kish, 
both 22, face preliminary 
hearings Tuesday in Alle-
gan County District Court.

Ryan Kish has been 
charged with fi rst-degree 
home invasion, aggravated 

assault, and assault with in-
tent to do great bodily harm 
less than murder. Lanna 
Kish has been charged with 
fi rst-degree home invasion.

The charges stem from a 
May 20 incident at the home 
of a 37-year-old Casco 
Township woman, accord-
ing to a news release from 
the state police post in Way-
land.

The woman had legally 
adopted Lanna Kish’s 
7-month-old baby and had 
been taking care of her own 
2-year-old son for the last 

four months.
At 10:30 a.m., Lanna and 

Ryan Kish came to the 
woman’s home to pick up 
the 2-year-old. When the 
woman didn’t open the 
door, the couple called 911, 
but before police arrived, 
Ryan Kish broke into the 
home and forced his way 
into a bedroom where the 
woman and two children 
were at.

The news release said 
Ryan Kish allegedly threw 
the woman into a crib and 
then took both youngsters. 

The woman claimed that 
Ryan Kish then intention-
ally dropped the baby be-
fore leaving the home.

Both the woman and 
baby suffered injuries. The 
adopted baby was hospital-
ized for head trauma and is 
expected to recover.

Both Lanna and Ryan 
Kish were arrested follow-
ing the incident and the 
two-year-old was placed in 
a safe environment. The 
couple was arraigned in Al-
legan District Court on 
May 22.

Pair face charges after home invasion and attack
SOUTH HAVEN

SH hosts Civil War 
re-enanactment 

SOUTH HAVEN — The 
public is invited to watch a 
re-enactment of a major 
Civil War battle, the Battle 
of Shiloh, near South Ha-
ven today, organizers said.

The event will be at 19631 
County Road 687, a few 
miles southeast of South 
Haven, and a $5 donation 
will be requested. Veterans 

and kids under 12 get free 
admission. This is the sec-
ond annual re-enactment 
of the battle. The camp 
opens at 9 a.m., the battle 
starts at 2 p.m. and a grand 
review of troops in full dress 
at 3 p.m. More events will 
follow Sunday.

Toastmasters set  
guest nights in June

STEVENSVILLE — 

Twin City Toastmasters 
will host two Guest Nights 
at the Lincoln Township 
Public Library at 7 p.m. 
June 9 and June 23, the or-
ganization announced.

Guest Nights are an op-
portunity for community 
members to experience a 
Toastmasters meeting, ask 
questions, and take the 
fi rst step on the journey to 
conquering fears of  public 
speaking.

The June 9 meeting will 
feature the induction of 
2015-16 club offi cers. The 
newly elected offi cer slate 
includes President Owen 
Connor of  St. Joseph, Vice 
President of  Education 
Marcia Bednar of  Stevens-
ville, and Immediate Past 
President, Vice President 
of  Public Relations and 
Membership Kayla 
VanderPloeg of  Baroda, 
Treasurer and Secretary 

Julie Montgomery of  St. 
Joseph, and Sergeant at 
Arms Bob Weiss of  Bridg-
man.

SNAP holds sale to 
help spay/neuter pets

BARODA — The Spay 
Neuter Assistance Program 
(SNAP) of Michigan is 
holding a SNAP Benefi t 
Garage Sale June 11-13 to 
raise money to help people 

on Michigan assistance or 
disability programs get their 
cats and dogs spayed and 
neutered.

The sale will be from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. each day at 
9524 Cleveland Road, Bar-
oda.

The program is still ac-
cepting donations to be 
sold. For information, vis-
it www.spayneuterassis
tanceprogramofmichigan.
org.

IN BRIEF

CEDAR SPRINGS (AP) 
— A white-face fawn born 
at a western Michigan farm 
was rejected by its mother, 
but is doing well just the 
same with human tender 
care.

The Grand Rapids 
Press reports that Hilary 
Powell and her family at 
Deer Tracks Junction 
farm are taking care of 
the fawn they named 
Dragon.

The fawn’s mother carries 
a genetic defect causing it to 
have large areas of white in 
its coat. It occurs in less 
than 1 percent of whitetail 
deer.

Dragon spent its fi rst 

nights inside Powell’s home 
being bottle-fed. Powell still 
feeds it, but now in an out-
door pen. Later this sum-
mer, Dragon will join other 
deer in a large fenced-in 
pasture.

Rejected white-face fawn finds new life at animal farm


