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By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Consumers will have to stom-
ach two more years of high-priced 
eggs as bird fl u continues to hurt 
the Midwest poultry industry, ex-
perts say.

Bird fl u has wreaked havoc on 
the egg industry this spring, while 
the virus has been detected at 
more than 200 farms in 20 states. 

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, this has 
caused the destruction of 47 mil-
lion chickens and turkeys in the 
Midwest.

Bird fl u can infect free-ranging 
and domestic poultry such as 
chickens, turkeys and quail. In-
fected birds begin to show signs 
of diffi culty walking, a lack of 
appetite and a drop in egg pro-
duction.

With a decrease in egg produc-
tion came a steady increase in 
prices per carton. Now a dozen 
of eggs costs as much as a gallon 
of gas in Michigan.

As owner of Harding’s Friendly 
Market in St. Joseph, Jack Ruess 
said the price of eggs before the 
bird fl u hit was $1.39 for a dozen 
of eggs. Ruess now has to sell 
them for $2.79 in order to make a 
profi t.

Tim Vande Bumte, president of 
an egg-producing company 
known as Konos Inc., said it will 
take time for the price of eggs to 
stabilize.

“It will be two years before the 
price of eggs is normal again,” he 
said. “Increased pricing will help 
level off buying. Eggs will build 
up as a result.”

Because the price of eggs has 
already doubled in the last two 
months, Ruess said people have 
been buying less.

While the demand in eggs has 
gone down, Ruess said his sup-
plier confi rmed Michigan should 
be in good shape when compared 
to other states.

“The geese and the ducks are 
what’s spreading this fl u,” Ruess 
said. “But the geese and ducks 

don’t fl y across Lake 
Michigan, so West 
Michigan egg farmers should 
be good.”

Michigan egg producers had 
nothing to worry about until three 
goslings in the Detroit area tested 
positive for bird fl u last week.

The three free-ranging Canada 
geese goslings were collected in 
Sterling Heights and are the fi rst 
confi rmed bird fl u cases in the 
state. The region’s fi rst case of the 
H5N2 strain was on a Minnesota 
turkey farm in early March.

George Schmidt, store manager 
of Apple Valley Natural Foods in 
Berrien Springs, said there hasn’t 
been any customer concerns with 
the price of eggs.

While retail stores in other 
Midwest states have considered 
limiting the amount of eggs sold 
per customer, Schmidt said they 
won’t have to worry about keep-
ing stock.

One thing Schmidt can count 
on is low egg sales during warmer 
weather in comparison to winter 

months.
“Eggs have 

a fairly good shelf  
life, but it’s not something you 
could put away for months,” he 
said. “We did see a bit of a rush 
before our recent delivery, but it 
doesn’t seem to be a problem in 
our market now.”

Vande Bumte’s company, 
based in Martin, has yet to see 
any poultry affected by the virus, 
but they have taken additional 
precautions by increasing its bio-
security for its trucks, buildings 
and workers.

Because scientists haven’t fi g-
ured out how the bird fl u began in 
the fi rst place, Vande Bumte said 
there is no telling when it will 
stop.

“There’s got to be an end to this 
thing,” he said. “When we run 
into some hot weather, hopefully 
the heat will kill the fl u. That’s not 
to say it can’t return in the fall. 
Viruses can crop up anytime.”

Contact: twittkowski@thehp.com, 932-0358, 
Twitter: @TonyWittkowski
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Small talk, big money
By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

DOWAGIAC — It’s im-
pressive what can follow 
when two people talk.

Sometimes it can lead to 
a $500,000 commitment to 
help build a community col-

lege technology center.
The Pokagon Band of the 

Potawatomi Indians will 
chip in $100,000 per year 
for the next fi ve years to 
help create Lake Michigan 
College’s planned $10 mil-
lion Hanson Technology 
Center, the parties an-

nounced Tuesday.
The impetus for new part-

nership came from a con-
versation between two Niles 
school district offi cials. In-
terim Niles Superintendent 
Michael Lindley is also on 

Van Buren 
prosecutor 
ordered to 
fire daughter

By ROD SMITH
H-P Correspondent

PAW PAW — The Van Bu-
ren County Board of  Com-
missioners has directed the 
prosecutor to fi re his daugh-
ter, who is working as a sum-
mer intern in his offi ce.

Commissioners on Tuesday 
voted 5-0 with two absent that 
Prosecutor Michael Bedford’s 
daughter must be dismissed. 
Action came after the county 
attorney concluded that Bed-
ford had violated the county’s 
nepotism policy by hiring his 
daughter, Stephanie Bedford.

“It’s not the required layer 
so it’s a violation of  our poli-
cy,” Chairman Richard God-
frey said, referring to the lay-
ers of  command between the 
prosecutor and the intern.

Under the county’s policy 
relatives must be at least three 
supervisory layers from each 
other. Prosecutor Bedford ar-
gued at a special May 29 coun-
ty board meeting that his 
daughter was in fact four lev-
els away: Himself, the chief  
assistant prosecutor, the assis-
tant prosecutors and the sec-
retaries.

Stephanie Bedford would be 
reporting to the secretaries, 
not him, he said.

But, in a letter to commis-
sioners, attorney Kevin Mc-
Carthy rejected that argument 
on grounds that the secretar-
ies also report to the prosecu-
tor.

“This is a close question 
here,” McCarthy wrote, “be-
cause of  the multiple report-
ing relationships of  the legal 
secretaries. A good faith argu-
ment could certainly be made 
that Ms. Bedford and Mr. 
Bedford are three reporting 
relationships apart. ... I had to 
conclude that because Ms. 
Bedford reports to legal secre-
taries who report to the pros-
ecuting attorney as well as to 

Bird flu causes egg 
prices to skyrocket

Egg producer: 
Prices will go 
back to normal 
in two years

Pokagon Band chips in for LMC tech project

See POKAGON, page A8

LMC President Rob-
ert Harrison shakes 

hands with Tribal 
Chairman John War-
ren while Tribal Edu-
cation Director Sam 

Morseau looks on
Debra Haight / HP 

correspondent

One layer too few to 
satisfy nepotism policy

See PROSECUTOR, page A8

Don Campbell / HP staff  

Shoppers, such as those at Harding’s in St. Joseph on Tuesday, are seeing egg prices skyrocket because bird flu 
has stricken Midwest farms.
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .78º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .76º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .55º
Record High . . . . . . 91º in 2002
Record Low . . . . . . 37º in 1988
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 0.79"
Normal month to date. . . . 1.03"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 16.07"
Normal year to date . . . . 14.56"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:09 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:21 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2:22 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2:54 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see partly cloudy 
skies with a 40% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms, high 
temperature of 77º, humidity of 
65%. Southwest wind 10 to 15 
mph. Expect partly cloudy skies 
tonight with a 30% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Today, southwest winds 15 to 25 kt becoming west 10 to 15 kt in 
the afternoon. Waves 3 to 5 ft occasionally to 7 ft subsiding to 1 to 
3 ft. Water temperature 55 degrees. 

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Scat'd T-storms
80º / 64º

Friday

T-storms Likely
78º / 62º

Saturday

Few T-storms
73º / 63º

Sunday

Scat'd T-storms
77º / 64º

Today

Scat'd T-storms
77º

Tonight

Few T-storms
59º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today, skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy with isolated showers, 
highs in the 60s. Northwest wind 10 to 15 mph. Skies will be mostly 
sunny Thursday with highs in the 60s. Northwest wind 5 mph. 

Today, skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy with scattered showers and 
thunderstorms, highs in the 70s and 80s. West wind 16 to 20 mph. 

What is the heat index? ?

Answer: It provides a “feels like” 
temperature factoring in humidity.

New
6/16

First
6/24

Full
7/1

Last
7/8

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 45
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for June 10, 2015
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1990

Bill Hild, who has been teach-
ing in the Lakeshore school dis-
trict for 23 years, and Lloyd 
MacTavish, who has been with 
the district for 19 years, were 
presented with the R. James 
Johnson Distinguished Educa-
tor Award at a staff  assembly 
last week. Hild teaches business 
law at the high school, and 
MacTavish is a counselor in the 
elementaries and high school.

Gertrude Suseland of  Cass-
opolis, a billing specialist at the 
Migrant and Rural Community 
Health Association in Bangor 
was named the association’s 
Employee of  the Year for 1989.

35 years ago – 1980
Four area baseball players 

were named to the Michigan 
High School Baseball Coaches 
Association All-State Baseball 

Team. St. Joseph’s Bradley 
Wheeler and South Haven’s 
Tom Morris were named to the 
Class B team, and Galien’s Lar-
ry Hahn and Gobles’ Norm 
Jaco were selected in Class D.

Strawberries began to trickle 
through the lanes Monday at 
the Benton Harbor Fruit Mar-
ket as growers began to harvest 
early varieties.

50 years ago – 1965
Led by new Commissioner 

Frederick Davis, a group of 
off-duty state police rushed a 
man who had threatened to 
blow himself  and a hostage “to 
kingdom come” at the South 
Haven airport. The would-be 
bomber and his hostage es-
caped death only because the 
bomber had failed to place a 
shell in the rifle triggering 
mechanism of  a homemade 
bomb.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Wednesday, June 10, 
the 161st day of 2015. There are 
204 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On June 10, 1935, Alcoholics 

Anonymous was founded in Ak-
ron, Ohio, by Dr. Robert Hol-
brook Smith and William Griffith 
Wilson.

On this date:
In 1692, the first official execu-

tion resulting from the Salem 
witch trials in Massachusetts 
took place as Bridget Bishop was 
hanged.

In 1864, the Confederate Con-
gress authorized military service 
for men between the ages of 17 

and 70.
In 1915, author Saul Bellow 

was born in Lachine, Quebec, 
Canada.

In 1921, President Warren G. 
Harding signed into law the Budget 
and Accounting Act, which created 
the Bureau of the Budget and the 
General Accounting Office.

In 1940, Italy declared war on 
France and Britain; Canada de-
clared war on Italy. President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, speaking 
at the University of Virginia, said 
the U.S. stance toward the con-
flict was shifting from one of 
“neutrality” to “non-belligeren-
cy.” Jamaican-born Pan-African 
nationalist Marcus Garvey died 
in London at 52.

the LMC Board of Trustees 
while Assistant Superinten-
dent Rich Klemm is a Pok-
agon tribal member and a 
member of the  Pokagon 
Band Gaming Commis-
sion.

“Mike was talking to me 
about LMC’s Hanson proj-
ect, and I approached our 
tribal and casino leaders,” 
Klemm said Tuesday after a 
late morning press confer-
ence at the Pokagon com-
munity building on Dailey 
Road. “I asked them if they 

wanted to be in a meeting 
with LMC officials, and ev-
eryone was excited about 
it.”

“I can’t think of a more 
worthwhile project to be in-
volved in,” Klemm said. 
“I’m excited for our (tribal) 
kids and it will help the gen-
eral public as well. Every-
one benefits, it’s a regional 
effort.”

The partnership is ex-
pected to bring economic 
opportunities to tribal 
members and boost the 
capital campaign for LMC’s 
planned $10 million tech 
center.

The center will be on the 

college’s Napier Avenue 
campus in Benton Town-
ship and will open in fall 
2016.

“It’s about creating eco-
nomic growth by support-
ing businesses that grow 
jobs and providing training 
for tribal citizens,” LMC 
President Robert Harrison 
said after the press confer-
ence. “This is a huge step 
forward for our capital 
campaign. ... This is an 
amazing day not only for 
the tribe but for Southwest 
Michigan.”

Tribal Chairman John 
Warren said the partnership 
means a new chapter for the 

tribe as tribal citizens will 
be able to get training in 
manufacturing fields, in 
courses focusing on tribal 
culture and government 
and in the gaming, hospi-
tality and culinary manage-
ment fields.

On the manufacturing 
side, tribal members will be 
able to get associate or 
higher degrees and receive 
apprenticeships with the 
tribe’s non-gaming Mno-
Bmadsen economic devel-
opment enterprise. 

“It’s hard to find young 
talent to run machines in 
manufacturing,” Warren 
said. “This will get them 

into facilities where they 
can learn life skills. This will 
create opportunities.

“The technology center 
gives us opportunities for 
economic development and 
sustainable growth. People 
can get bachelor’s degrees 
in casino management. 
That’s something new and 
something we hope will en-
courage people to have 
good jobs here, stay in the 
area and spend their money 
here.”

A key part of the new 
partnership on the tribal 
side, Warren said, is that 
tribal members from the 
same communities can form 

“cohorts” to study and 
learn together throughout 
the entire course of a degree 
program.

Pokagon Education Di-
rector Sam Morseau said 
the new LMC partnership 
is the latest the tribe has 
made with area colleges 
and universities. The Pok-
agon Band also has part-
nerships with Southwest-
ern Michigan College; 
LMC for casino manage-
ment, hospitality and culi-
nary arts; Indiana Univer-
sity at South Bend, 
Western Michigan Uni-
versity and Michigan State 
University.

POKAGON
From page A1

Supreme Court ruling against gay  
marriage could cause legal ‘chaos’
By MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Gay 
and lesbian couples could 
face legal chaos if  the Su-
preme Court rules against 
same-sex marriage in the 
next few weeks.

Same-sex weddings could 
come to a halt in many 
states, depending on a con-
fusing mix of lower-court 
decisions and the some-
times-contradictory views 
of state and local officials.

Among the 36 states in 
which same-sex couples can 
now marry are 20 in which 
federal judges invoked the 
Constitution to strike down 
marriage bans.

Those rulings would be in 
conflict with the nation’s 
highest court if  the justices 
uphold the power of states 
to limit marriage to hetero-
sexual couples. A decision is 
expected by late June in cas-
es from Kentucky, Michi-
gan, Ohio and Tennessee.

Top officials in some 
states, including California, 
seem determined to allow 
gay and lesbian couples to 
continue to marry no mat-
ter how the court decision 
comes out. But some county 
clerks, who actually issue 
marriage licenses, might not 
go along, experts said.

In other states, a high 
court ruling in favor of state 
bans would serve to prohib-
it any more such unions, but 
also could give rise to new 
efforts to repeal marriage 
bans through the legislature 
or the ballot.

The scenario may be un-
likely, given the Supreme 
Court’s role in allowing 

those lower court rulings to 
take effect before the jus-
tices themselves decided the 
issue. But if  the court 
doesn’t endorse same-sex 
marriage nationwide, “it 
would be chaos,” said How-
ard Wasserman, a Florida 
International University 
law professor.

Marriages already on the 
books probably are safe, 
said several scholars and 
civil liberties lawyers. 
“There’s a very strong likeli-
hood these marriages would 
have to be respected, no 
matter what,” said Christo-
pher Stoll, senior staff  at-
torney with the National 
Center for Lesbian Rights.

Gay and lesbian couples 
could continue to marry in 
the 16 states that have same-
sex marriage because of 
state court rulings, acts of 
the legislature or statewide 
votes.

Similarly, the 14 states 
that prohibit same-sex cou-
ples from marrying, includ-
ing the four directly involved 
in the Supreme Court cases, 
could continue enforcing 
their state marriage laws. 
That would include Ala-
bama, where a federal judge 
has struck down the state’s 
constitutional ban on same-
sex marriage, but put her 
ruling on hold pending the 
high court’s decision.

Of the remaining 20 
states, any that fought un-
successfully to preserve 
marriage bans would not 
have much trouble resum-
ing enforcement. “That 
state can immediately start 
saying we’re going to deny 
marriage licenses to same-
sex couples going forward,” 

said Cornell University law 
professor Michael Dorf.

That list might include 
Alaska, Arizona, Florida, 
Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, 
Montana, Nevada, North 
Carolina, Oklahoma, South 
Carolina, Utah, West Vir-
ginia, Wisconsin and Wyo-
ming.

Officials in some of those 
states refused to comment 
on how they would respond, 
citing the ongoing Supreme 
Court case. “I’m just not 
going to speculate on what 
the court may or may not 
do,” said Kansas Gov. Sam 
Brownback.

Things might be different 
in California, Colorado, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania and 
Virginia because top elected 
officials did not contest low-
er-court rulings in favor of 
same-sex marriage. Courts 
in those states issued orders, 
or injunctions, that forbid 
the state from enforcing the 
constitutional amendments 
or state laws that limit mar-
riage to a man and a wom-
an.

Typically, a participant in 
the lawsuit that led to the 
injunction has to ask the 
judge to undo it. But if  the 
governor and attorney gen-
eral are same-sex marriage 
supporters, they may have 
little incentive to go back 
into court. In California, 
for instance, Gov. Jerry 
Brown and Attorney Gen-
eral Kamala Harris both 
opposed Proposition 8, the 
state constitutional amend-
ment that prohibited same-
sex marriage. “I think it’s 
very unlikely that anyone 
would try to turn back the 
clock in California,” Stoll 

said.
But Gene Schaerr, a 

Washington-based lawyer 
who has defended same-sex 
marriage bans, said he 
thinks even in states where 
the political leadership fa-
vors gay and lesbian unions, 
county clerks who actually 
issue marriage licenses 
would be on safe ground if  
they were to deny licenses to 
same-sex couples.

In Schaerr’s view, only the 
clerks in Alameda and Los 
Angeles counties are bound 
by the 2010 injunction is-
sued by U.S. District Judge 
Vaughn Walker. A Supreme 
Court ruling rejecting a 
constitutional right to mar-
ry for same-sex couples 
would “free the clerks in 
counties other than Los 
Angeles and Alameda to 
adhere to Proposition 8,” 
Schaerr said.

Colorado Attorney Gen-
eral Cynthia Coffman, a 
Republican, said she sup-
ports same-sex marriage, 
but believes voters need to 
remove the marriage ban 
from the state constitution 
– and would replace it with 
legal protection for same-
sex marriage if  given the 
chance. Coffman said she 
would “gladly defend” such 
an outcome.

If same-sex marriages 
cease in Virginia, Attorney 
General Mark Herring 
would try to get the state 
General Assembly to repeal 
the state’s statutory and 
constitutional bans, Her-
ring spokesman Michael 
Kelly said.

Some gay rights groups 
and state officials said the 
chance the court would not 
come out in favor of same-
sex marriage is remote.

AP file

Demonstrators stand in front of a rainbow flag of the Supreme 
Court in Washington, as the court was set to hear historic argu-
ments in cases that could make same-sex marriage the law of 
the land in April. Gay and lesbian couples could face legal chaos 
if the Supreme Court rules against same-sex marriage in the next 
few weeks. 

others, the current situ-
ation violates the nepo-
tism policy.”

Prosecutor Bedford 
sent a message to com-
missioners prior to the 
Tuesday commission 
meeting that he would 
not attend.

“I prefer not to be in-
volved with regard to 
the review and disposi-
tion of  this matter,” 
Bedford said in his 
message. “We would 
not have hired Stepha-
nie if  we thought it was 
a close call. Nonethe-
less you have attorney 
McCarthy’s opinion 
that it is a close call, 
and I want the board 
to be comfortable in 
conducting their busi-
ness without interfer-
ence from me. If  she is 
to be terminated I do 
ask that I not be in-
volved in that process.”

In agreeing to dis-
miss Stephanie Bed-
ford, commissioners 
also decided to send 
the nepotism policy 
back for more work.

But Commissioner 
Don Hanson saw no 
need. The county could 
adopt the court’s poli-
cy.

“They worked it all 
out,” he said. “Why re-
invent the wheel?”

Stephanie Bedford, a 
college student, was 
one of  two interns 
hired at $15 an hour to 
help close thousands 
of  old criminal case 
files. She started May 
27.

Prosecutor Bedford 
told commissioners at 
the special meeting the 
office frequently used 
interns, some unpaid, 
and that Stephanie 
Bedford was the 20th 
hired.

PROSECUTOR
From page A1


