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Emily Bantien, left, with ARS and Jamie Bingaman with the Krasl Art Center, unveil the 2015 Krasl Art Fair on the Bluff fine 
art poster Thursday at the Krasl Art Center. The poster, designed by Aisle Rocket Studio, features the work of artist Josh 
Cote, an award-winning artist from Louisiana, Mo., in celebration of this year’s festival July 11-12.

KRASL ART FAIR ON THE BLUFF POSTER UNVEILED

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

HARTFORD — With 
the improvements to Hart-
ford’s Ely Park almost 
complete, city offi cials are 
looking at possible chang-
es to park rules.

Two years ago the city 
enlarged and upgraded the 
park pavilion, and the 
park’s fi rst restrooms facil-
ity will open next month.

As a result, increased 
park use is expected. The 
City Commission has been 

studying park regulations 
used in other area cities 
and governmental units, 
to see if  any changes 
should be made to the 
city’s rules.

“We may want to tweak 
our rules, based on what 
other governmental units 
do,” City Manager Yemi 
Akinwale said.

Clerk RoxAnn Isbrecht 
said the commission has 
studied rules from Berrien 
County, Lawrence and 
Paw Paw. No actions have 
been taken so far, she 

said.
In other city news, the 

city manager announced 
that the Michigan Munici-
pal League named Hart-
ford one of  30 Loss Con-
trol Achievement Award 
winners for 2014-15.

The city was specifi cally 
recognized for improving 
its employee injury rate, 
both in terms of  frequency 
and severity of  injury.

The clerk announced 
that nominating petitions 
are now available at City 
Hall for anyone interested 

in seeking the three com-
missioner seats and the 
mayoral term in the No-
vember city election.

The petitions must be 
fi lled out and returned to 
the city by July 21, no later 
than 4 p.m., she said. All 
terms are for two years.

Terms are expiring at 
the end of  the year for 
Mayor Ted Johnson and 
Commissioners Rick Hall, 
Dennis Goss and Terry 
Tibbs, the clerk said.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Hartford to set code for improved park

Andrew Lersten / HP staff

A new restroom facility, to open next month, sits in front of a  
pavilion that was enlarged two years ago at Ely Park in Hartford.

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Lake Michigan College 
has honored a student, fac-
ulty member and alumnus 
who partici-
pated in its 
Student Sup-
port Services 
program. 

The pro-
gram provides 
special assis-
tance to fi rst-
generat ion, 
low-income 
students and 
students with 
disabilities to 
help them 
graduate or 
transfer to 
four-year col-
leges and uni-
versities.

Elena Fan-
troy of Ber-
rien Springs 
was named 
Student Sup-
port Services’ 
2015 Student 
of the Year. 
The award 
annually hon-
ors a graduat-
ing LMC SSS 
student who 
has demonstrated leader-
ship, academic achieve-
ment, volunteerism and 
overall excellence in the 
program. Fantroy was 
awarded a $500 scholarship 
from the LMC Founda-
tion.

Fantroy will graduate in 
summer 2015 with honors, 
receiving an Associate of 
General Studies degree. She 
plans to continue studies at 
Andrews University, pursu-
ing an elementary educa-
tion degree. 

An active member of the 
SSS program, Fantroy has 
been a mentor to Benton 
Harbor students through 
Students Out to Change the 
World, participated in Re-
lay for Life, packed food 
boxes for seniors through 
the Southwest Michigan 
Community Action Agen-
cy, and helped in the col-
lege’s holiday food basket 
drive.  

She was named to the 
LMC All-USA Community 
College Academic Team 

and is employed as a work 
study student in the LMC 
fi nancial aid offi ce.

“Elena has a true passion 
for education. She is highly 
motivated, focused and pro-
vides an exceptional exam-
ple to other students both 
academically and as a com-
munity mentor,” said SSS 
Director Nancy Johnson. 

LMC adjunct faculty 
member Corin Gresham 
gained the program’s Out-
standing Contributor 
Award. Gresham has taught 
mathematics at LMC since 
2013. The Outstanding 
Contributor Award recog-
nizes an LMC staff mem-
ber who has worked closely 
with program participants 
or who works behind the 
scenes to support students’ 
success.

“Both in and out of the 
classroom Ms. Gresham 
calms the fears and anxiet-
ies of math students,” said 
SSS Academic/Transfer 
Advisor Brandy Thomp-
son. “Former students re-
turn to her for assistance in 
higher-level math classes 
and she can frequently be 
seen staying late to provide 
extra tutoring to promote 
student achievement,” 

LMC alumni Timothy 
Wills was selected as the 
2015 SSS alumni speaker. 
Wills enrolled at LMC in 
1997 after being named Co-
loma High School Co-op 
Student of the Year for 
which he was awarded an 
LMC scholarship. He 
joined the SSS program in 
1998.

He transferred to West-
ern Michigan University, 
where he earned a bache-
lor’s degree in Business Ad-
ministration, and then to 
Baker College, where he 
earned a master’s in busi-
ness administration with a 
fi nance concentration in 
2008. 

The credit analyst with 
Horizon Bank serves as the 
Christian education direc-
tor for Mt. Calvary Baptist 
Church and is a member of 
the WL Daniels Scholar-
ship committee, which 
raises funds to provide aca-
demic achievement scholar-
ships.

LMC honors Student 
Support Services 
Award winners
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By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

LAWRENCE — A lead-
ership change is on the way 
for Lawrence Middle/High 
school.

Principal Duane Fish is 
leaving after three years to 
become high school princi-
pal of Bainbridge Island, 
Wash., near Seattle.

The school board recent-
ly voted to hire Elizabeth 
Baleja to be the new sec-
ondary principal, starting 
July 1, with a starting an-

nual salary 
of $72,500, 
Superinten-
dent John 
Overley said.

Baleja is 
now a math 
and Spanish 
teacher at 
B l o o m -
ingdale High 

School, and earned a mas-
ter’s degree in educational 
leadership from Western 
Michigan University in 
December.

The district search com-

mittee noted that Baleja’s 
fl uency in Spanish is also a 
big asset because the dis-
trict has many Spanish-
speaking households, Over-
ley said.

“As the top candidate, 
she communicated a com-
prehensive vision to keep 
us moving in the right di-
rection,” the superinten-
dent said. “She brings a lot 
to the table, including be-
ing fl uent in Spanish. That 
will be a positive link be-
tween our district and our 
Spanish-speaking fami-

lies.”
She was one of 30 appli-

cants, and the job search 
began in March. She was 
the unanimous choice of 
the selection committee, 
which included parents, 
Overley said.

The hiring was done at 
last week’s board meet-
ing.

“I’m so excited to begin 
working with the families, 
students and staff at Law-
rence,” Baleja said.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

New principal on the way for Lawrence

BALEJA

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

HARTFORD — Hart-
ford schools is getting a 
new alternative and adult 
education director, and a 
new varsity football coach.

The school board Thurs-
day night voted to hire Eric 
Parker, alternative educa-
tion director with Berrien 
Springs schools, to succeed 
Cheryl Boothby, who re-
tired as Hartford’s alterna-
tive and adult education 

director.
The board voted to hire 

Tony Fiacco to be a middle 
and high school special 
education teacher and var-
sity football coach. He suc-
ceeds Dave Janicki as 
coach. He is a special edu-
cation teacher and assis-
tant football coach in La 
Vernia, Texas.

In other matters, the 
board voted to approve a 
$448,510 capital projects 
list for the 2015-16 fi scal 
year. Business Director 

Mike Hallgren said the dis-
trict expects grants to cover 
an estimated $172,400 of 
the costs.

High school projects will 
cost an estimated $149,710. 
They include: Soccer prac-
tice fi eld upgrades, includ-
ing fences, backstops and 
goals; weight room equip-
ment; new sidewalk; and 
purchases of athletic uni-
forms, tubas, computers 
and a fl oor scrubber.

The $47,000 in estimated 
middle school projects in-

clude purchase of comput-
ers and carts, and refi nish-
ing the gym fl oor.

Other projects include 
purchase of a new school 
bus, estimated at $100,000; 
air compressor and paint 
striper for the transporta-
tion department; new class-
room furniture for both el-
ementary schools; and 
$89,000 worth of new tech-
nology switching infra-
structure.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Hartford hires new alternative/adult ed. director

LANSING (AP) — 
Michigan Attorney Gen-
eral Bill Schuette and his 
wife reported income of 
about $300,000 last 
year.

Schuette released a 
summary of  his 2014 fed-
eral tax return Friday. He 
and wife Cynthia report-
ed about $68,000 in chari-
table donations and pay-
ing nearly $55,000 in 
federal, state and local 
taxes.

The 61-year-old 
Schuette has mostly 
worked in public office 
as an elected or appoint-
ed official since 1985. He 

makes roughly $112,000 
a year as attorney gener-
al.

The couple reported 
about $115,000 in dividend 
income, $35,000 in capital 
gains and nearly $41,000 
from pensions and annui-
ties.

An independent trustee 
manages the couple’s fi -
nancial assets to avoid a 
confl ict with his job as at-
torney general.

Schuette says he volun-
tarily releases tax infor-
mation to “ensure that the 
public knows that I am 
serving them and not my-
self.”

AG Schuette, wife report 
income of about $300K

DETROIT (AP) — A 
“very raw draft” of an un-
published Orson Welles 
memoir has joined the Uni-
versity of Michigan’s ar-
chives on the trailblazing 
fi lmmaker, the school says.

The typewritten memoir, 
tentatively titled “Confes-
sions of a One-Man Band,” 
was among the materials in 
eight boxes the Ann Arbor 
school recently purchased 

from Croatian fi lmmaker 
Oja Kodar, who was Welles’ 
partner and collaborator for 
24 years before Welles’ death 
in 1985 at age 70.

Welles directed and nar-
rated the radio drama “The 
War of the Worlds” that 
shook up thousands of lis-
teners in 1937 and directed 
and starred in the movie 
“Citizen Kane” in 1941, 
when he was 25 years old. 

During his Hollywood ca-
reer, Welles frequently bat-
tled with studios over con-
trol of the movies he made, 
or wanted to make.

The Welles material is 
part of the University of 
Michigan’s Screen Arts 
Mavericks Collection, which 
also holds the archives of 
John Sayles and the late 
Robert Altman. 

The 80-page typed mem-

oir has handwritten notes 
and edits throughout. It in-
cludes passages about 
Welles’ parents; his second 
wife, actress Rita Hayworth; 
novelist Ernest Hemingway, 
a friend of Welles’; and fi lm-
maker D.W. Griffi th. Welles 
clearly intended to publish 
the autobiographical work 
and had placed photographs 
in envelopes that could be 
used in a book.

Unpublished Welles memoir obtained by university
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