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Michigan-based alt-folk-Americana duo Annie and Rod Capps, touring in support of their recently released eighth studio album, 
play a Wednesday night concert at Foundry Hall at the Warren Center in South Haven.

IN BRIEF
TCP holds auditions 
for season opener

ST. JOSEPH — The 
Twin City Players will 
hold auditions for the 
opening production of its 
2015-16 mainstage sea-
son, Agatha Christie’s 
“And Then There Were 
None,” at 4 p.m. today 
and 7 p.m. Monday at the 
TCP Playhouse, 600 W. 
Glenlord Road.

This mystery-comedy, 
directed by Christy Sloan 
and Lloyd Bolick, centers 
on 10 guilty strangers 
trapped on an island. One 
by one they are accused 
of murder; one by one 
they start to die.

The play includes roles 
for eight men and three 
women. Actors need only 
attend one audition ses-
sion, but are welcome to 
attend both. Actors will 
be asked to perform read-
ings from the script.

If needed, a callback 
session may be held on 
Tuesday, by invitation 
only. Performance dates 
begin Oct. 2 and end Oct. 
25.

For more information, 
call 429-0400 or visit 
twincityplayers.org.

Annie and Rod Capps 
to play Foundry Hall

SOUTH HAVEN — 
Michigan-based alt-folk-
Americana duo Annie 
and Rod Capps perform 
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday at 
Foundry Hall at the War-
ren Center, 540 Williams 
St.

The duo is touring in 
support of their eighth 
studio release, “Searching 
for Neverland,” the fol-
low-up to 2009’s “My 
Blue Garden.” Recorded 
at Big Sky Recording in 
Ann Arbor, the 11-track 
album, is highlighted by 
songs “Pretty Memories,” 
“Pocket Full Of Words,” 
“Promises,” and the title 
track, and features a cast 
of highly sought after 
Michigan guest artists – 
Jason Dennie (mandolin), 
Dan Ozzie Andrews 
(bass), Mike Shimmin 
(drums) and Drew How-
ard (pedal steel/dobro).

Admission is $10.
For more information, 

call 220-0444 or visit 
www.foundryhall.org or 
annieandrodcapps.com.

LMC Summer Chorale 
performs on Thursday

BENTON HARBOR — 
Lake Michigan College 
Music Department Sum-
mer Chorale performs at 7 
p.m. Thursday in The Han-
son Theatre of the Lake 
Michigan College Mendel 
Center, 2755 E. Napier 
Ave.

The LMC Summer Cho-
rale features both students 
and community members 
from throughout the South-
west Michigan area. The 
choir is directed by Rebecca 
Derbas-Selvidge, an alum-
nus of the LMC Music De-
partment who is the choral 
director at Coloma Com-
munity Schools.

The program features 
pieces such as “Make Them 
Hear You” from “Ragtime”; 
“Aquarius” from “Hair”; 
and the ballad “More I 
Cannot Wish You” from 
“Guys and Dolls.”

Admission is free.
For more information, 

call 927-8876 or visit lmc-
mainstage.org.

Anne Hills returns for 
concert at Box Factory

ST. JOSEPH — Folk 
singer-songwriter Anne 
Hills performs a special 
concert at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day in her return to the Box 
Factory for the Arts, 1101 
Broad St.

Hills is a staple on the 
contemporary folk music 
scene, receiving awards and 
recognition for her live per-
formances, both her solo 
and collaborative recording 
projects, her overall artistry, 
and benefit work.

Her latest album “Tracks,” 
released in September 2014 
was inspired by her six-year 
stint playing the Rio Grande 
Scenic Railroad Summer 
Concert tour. It features 
originals such as “The Lit-
tlest Hobo” and “San Luis 

Valley Song” as well as cov-
ers of Michael Smith’s 
“Ballad of Dan Moody” 
and Steve Goodman’s “City 
of New Orleans.”

Tickets are $12.
For more information, 

call 983-3688 or visit www.
boxfactoryforthearts.org or 
www.annehills.com.

Ben Cosgrove performs 
Tuesday at SH museum

SOUTH HAVEN — 
Foundry Hall presents 
multi-instrumentalist Ben 
Cosgrove in concert at 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday at Liberty 
Hyde Bailey Museum, 903 
South Bailey Ave.

Cosgrove, who is based in 
New England, performs 
regularly as a solo artist and 
as a sideman, writes scores 
for films, and has produced 
several albums of original 
instrumental music. From 
2012-14 he served as the 
Signet Artist-in-Residence 
Fellow at Harvard Univer-
sity, and also has held resi-
dencies and fellowships at 
Acadia National Park, Isle 
Royale National Park, Mid-
dlebury College, the Ver-
mont Studio Center and the 
Sitka Center for Art and 
Ecology.

Admission is $10.
For more information, 

call 220-0444 or visit www.
foundryhall.org.

Local singers to take 
Acorn Theater stage

THREE OAKS — Three 
local singer-songwriters – 
Alison Brook, Laura Whid-
den-Wetterlin and Savan-
nah Whitaker – perform a 
concert of music and inspi-
rational stories at 7 p.m. 
Thursday at The Acorn 
Theater, 107 Generations 
Drive.

Brook, who lives in Ber-
rien Springs, most recently 
released “The Heart of the 
Matter,” an album that fea-
tures her soprano vocals on 
songs about depression jux-
taposed with tunes of faith.

Whidden-Wetterlin, also 
from Berrien Springs, has 
reached the Top 5 in this 
year’s Michiana’s Rising 
Star on WNIT-Public Tele-
vision.

She recently completed a 
$20,000 Kickstarter cam-
paign, to fund her upcom-
ing fourth independent re-
lease – an untitled holiday 
album – due in November.

Whitaker, meanwhile, a 
Christian contemporary 
artist who lives in Dowagi-
ac, is originally from Albu-
querque, N.M. She released 
her sophomore follow-up 
album on June 16.

Tickets are $15.
For more information, 

call 756-3879 or visit www.
acorntheater.com.
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Silent movie buffs 
search the screen  
for clues to origins 
of ‘Mostly Lost’ films
By NOAH BIERMAN
Tribune Washington Bureau

CULPEPER, Va. — Be-
neath glimmering chande-
liers at an art deco movie 
house built into the side of 
a mountain, 150 silent mov-
ie buffs sat wide-eyed as 
snippets from films lost de-
cades ago lighted up the 
screen.

Their quest: Name the 
film, or at least spot details 
that will advance the cause.

The fans shouted clues as 
a piano player wearing an 
old-time parlor vest and a 
thick period mustache im-
provised jaunty scores. 
They scoured vintage mag-
azines on their laptops, 
checked film databases on 
their tablets, and scrubbed 
their brains for odd bits of 
early 20th century cultural 
history.

Every frame had the po-
tential to unlock a secret.

“East Coast vegetation!” 
someone yelled, shortly af-
ter a brief segment of a 
Western began.

A locomotive flashed, 
and someone deduced that 
a scene had been filmed in 
France, given the placement 
of the boiler. When dia-
logue titles popped up on 
another clip, a viewer 
guessed that it was pro-
duced by Thomas Edison’s 
studio because of the dis-
tinctive font.

And then there was the 
lucky glimpse of a calendar 
with a key nugget – the date 
April 1 falling on a Satur-
day. That movie was proba-
bly shot in 1922, a fan sur-
mised, based on a quick 
online search of old calen-
dars.

This was the “Mostly 
Lost” film festival, which 
has become a pilgrimage 
for a subset of movie fans 
who revere the era long be-
fore the advent of comput-
er-enhanced animatronic 
dinosaurs.

For four years, the event 
at the State Theatre on the 
Library of Congress’ Pack-
ard Campus has attracted 
historians with advanced 
degrees, old men with stacks 
of even older film tins in 
their basements and self-
taught aficionados who can 
quickly determine a car’s 
model year or identify a 
never-famous actor by the 
shape of his posterior. This 
year, an 11-year-old boy, 
who has appeared on Turn-
er Classic Movies to intro-
duce Charlie Chaplin’s 
“Modern Times,” missed 
two days of school to be 
here.

What they all had in com-
mon was an obsession with 
a time when movies were 
made without color, sound 
or social media campaigns.

The Packard Campus, 
about 90 minutes from 
Washington, D.C., near the 
foothills of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, houses the larg-
est and most comprehen-
sive film collection in the 
world.

The 125 films screened 
over three days in June were 
mere fragments – five- to 
10-minute clips – mostly 
from movies so obscure 
that even top film archivists 
could not decipher the ti-
tles, name the actors, or de-
termine the year they were 
made.

The clue from the 1922 
calendar turned out to be a 
clincher. It matched the film 
to a publicity photograph – 
found in an online database 
called Lantern – from a film 
called “Small Town Hero,” 
which involved a woman 
who works alongside a 
chimpanzee at a general 
store. (Chimpanzees show 
up often in silent movies, as 
do men in bowler hats.)

Movies like this are un-
likely to be revered along-
side Chaplin classics, even 
after they are identified. 
Many, after all, were forgot-
ten for a reason.

“Very few of them will 
ever make it to an audi-
ence,” said Serge Bromberg, 
a 54-year-old Parisian who 
owns Lobster Films, a com-
pany that restores, sells and 

shows old films and who 
regularly screens movies 
here. “We are the unique 
animals who will watch 
these films.”

Identifying films is only 
part of the draw. Silent-
movie buffs get a chance to 
mingle with other film nerds 
and tour the library, with 
its 7 million films, television 
programs, and radio broad-
casts and other sound re-
cordings stored in bins, 
shelves and vaults.

The facility, a former 
Federal Reserve bunker 
that once held $3 billion in 
emergency coin and cur-
rency, opened in 2007 after 
tech heir David W. Packard 
spent $155 million to buy 
and renovate it before turn-
ing it over to the federal 
government. Usually, only 
the theater is open to the 
public.

The fans wandered 
among bankers boxes of 
films, past giant contrap-
tions used to clean and pre-
serve them. They gasped as 
they watched a technician 
unspool and clean a rare 
copy of Buster Keaton’s 
“Sherlock Jr.”

Shane Fleming, the 
11-year-old, has his own 
business card – “Film Di-
rector, Writer, Actor, and 
Historian.” He shrieked as 
he walked through a vast 
corridor of nitrate film, a 
highly flammable material 
kept in 39-degree cells and 
fire-resistant vaults. He 
snapped pictures of the 
only known remaining ni-
trate copy of a 1910 version 
of “Frankenstein,” made 
by Edison’s film company.

Shane nearly fell over 
when Rob Stone, the mov-
ing-image curator at the Li-
brary of Congress, let him 
touch the original camera 
negative of “The Great 
Train Robbery” from 1903.

Stone also let the group 
in on secrets, like the Jerry 
Lewis collection he had just 
acquired on behalf of the 
library.

Did he really have the 
film negative of “The Day 
the Clown Cried,” an unre-
leased Holocaust comedy 
that Lewis regretted mak-
ing? Yes, Stone said, but the 
library agreed to not show 
the film for at least 10 
years.

After the library tour and 
in between screening lost 
films, the group attended 
lectures that would enhance 
their ability to name an-
tique films. “The Mystery 
of the Second Camera” de-
tailed why some prints from 
silent-era films look differ-
ent from one another. The 
foreign copies were usually 
shot by a second camera-
man, who stood just behind 
the primary camera.

The State Theatre was 
built to resemble some of 
the great movie houses of 
the West Coast. The crowd 
walked over floral carpets 
that replicate those in the 
Stanford Theatre in Palo 
Alto. They sunk into deep 
red-velvet seats, beside 
swaths of peach-colored 
Italian wall coverings, be-
low the ornate chandeliers 
that pay homage to the 
Warner Grand Theatre in 
San Pedro.

“There are a lot of films 
we’re going to screen that 
are completely out of order 
and just jump around,” said 
Rachel Parker, a moving-
image technician at the li-
brary. “That’s part of the 
fun.”

Then the films began.
“I think it’s Charlotte 

Burton on the left,” a man 
shouted, as if  faintly recog-
nizing a friend. Then he 
corrected himself, saying it 
had to be Rhea Mitchell, 
another actress unknown 
even to some in the room.

“‘Philip Holden – Wast-
er,’ 1916,” someone said, 
giving one film’s title and 
the year it was made. An 
Oct. 13, 1916, review from 
Variety – with details about 
the plot, characters and ac-
tors – seemed to confirm 
the guess.

Yes, everyone agreed, be-
fore clapping.
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