
Herald Palladium 08/02/2015

Copyright (c)2015 The Herald-Palladium 08/02/2015 August 3, 2015 8:54 am (GMT +4:00) / Powered by TECNAVIA

SUNDAY, August 2, 2015 The Herald-Palladium Section B

LOCAL & STATE
The art of writing
By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH  — Trinity 
Lutheran School in St. Jo-
seph is upgrading its tech-
nology while keeping its 
third grade students en-
gaged in developing their 
artistic and writing skills 
through the Grand Rapids 
Art Museum’s (GRAM) 
“Language Artists” pro-
gram.

Julee Laurent-Clancy, di-
rector of development at the 
school, said the GRAM 
program is geared to im-

prove student achievement 
by linking visual arts and 
language arts.

With the push to improve 
technology, she said basic 
reading and writing skills 
can’t be ignored.

“We want to help our kids 
retain language,” she said. 
“You have to be a good 
writer in this world. If you 
want a good job, you usually 
have to write an essay for it. 
You’re always fi nding your-
self having to write.”

She said a member of the 
church brought the GRAM 
program to the school’s at-

tention while they were talk-
ing about how Internet slang 
like LOL (laughing out 
loud) and SMH (shaking 
my head) is being added to 
the Merriam-Webster Dic-
tionary.

Tim Hall, chairman of 
the school’s board of educa-
tion, said he has to write all 
the time, though he’s an en-
gineer.

“I do tons of writing. It’s 
very important,” he said. 
“When you see typos, espe-
cially in a technical fi eld, 
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Tanner Berghaus, 12, and his sister, Claire Berghaus, 13, check out two of the new iPads students 
will be using at Trinity Lutheran School in St. Joseph this fall. Also new will be the school’s part-
nership with the Grand Rapids Art Museum’s “Language Artists” program.

St. Joseph Lutheran school makes moves in three disciplines

See TRINITY, page B2

LMC Foundation 
elects, re-elects 
board members

BENTON HARBOR — 
The Lake Michigan Col-
lege Foundation Board of 
Directors re-elected Jeff  
Curry, vice president of op-
erations at United Federal 
Credit Union, as president 
for a one-year term, effec-
tive July 1.

Jim Marohn, co-owner 
and president of Double-
day Offi ce Products, was re-
elected as vice president.

Six new members were 
appointed. They are Randy 
Bettich Sr., vice president, 
Investments, Stifel Nico-
laus; John Brinker, chief  
operating offi cer, Michigan 
Pizza Hut; Matt Clay, di-
rector of Pokagon Health 
Services, Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi; Scott Dienes, 
attorney, DeFrancesco, 
Dienes & Smith; Jim Ross, 

plant engineering director, 
Cook Nuclear Plant; and 
Brad Sackett, CPA and au-
dit partner, Plante Moran.

Six members were re-ap-
pointed. They are Craig Er-
ikson, president, Michigan 
Pizza Hut; Steven Had-
away, president and chief 
executive offi cer, Perfect 
Pet Products LLC; John 
Janick, senior vice presi-
dent, corporate banking, 
PNC Bank; Ken Kozmins-
ki, owner, The Buck Burg-
ers & Brew; Jim Krzyzews-
ki, retired, Nyloncraft Inc.; 
and Marohn.

The foundation helps the 
college in obtaining private 
gifts to assist with funding 
of critical programs, equip-
ment, facilities, scholar-
ships, cultural programs 
and other needs.
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Stevensville resident Mike Medo, paralyzed since an accident 
in 2001, stands and walks with the help of a ReWalk device at a 
fundraiser held for him July 21.

Paralyzed man halfway 
toward fundraising goal

By HP STAFF

STEVENSVILLE — A 
July 21 fundraiser for Mike 
Medo, a paralyzed man 
who wants to buy a device 
that will help him walk 
again, brought in $15,000 
toward the $90,000 goal.

The Stevensville resident 
was injured in a fall at a 
work site in 2001. He is rais-
ing money to purchase a 
ReWalk, a wearable exo-
skeleton that enables those 
with spinal injuries to stand 
and walk.

The highlight of the event 
at Hidden Pointe party cen-
ter came when Medo 

donned a borrowed ReWalk 
unit and cruised around the 
room.

“It feels good to stand six 
feet tall again. Most of you 
in this room, I haven’t been 
face to face with since my 
accident,” Medo told the 
crowd of about 240 people.

Medo, a licensed builder 
who runs his own company, 
has used a system for physi-
cal therapy at the University 
of Michigan, but would be 
the fi rst person in Michigan 
to own one for daily per-
sonal use. There are only 24 
units being used outside of 

Stevensville resident wants device to help him walk

See WALK, page B2
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Lila Currant, 3, of Coloma, waves to the crowd as she guides her pony “Minnie” through downtown Coloma on Saturday 
during the 48th annual Glad-Peach Festival Parade. The festival continues today with a variety of activities, including a 
pancake breakfast, motorcycle show, fun fair, magic show and a kids pedal tractor pull.

GLAD-PEACH FESTIVAL PARADE

TOP: The Colo-
ma High School 
Marching Band 

performs as it 
makes its way 
through down-

town Coloma.

BOTTOM: 
Children from 
Midway Bap-

tist Church, in 
Watervliet, roll 

giant soccer 
balls adver-
tising a free 

soccer camp 
through down-

town Coloma 
during the 

parade. 

MyTeam Triumph to host endurance athletes
By HP STAFF

ST. JOSEPH — MyTeam 
Triumph of Southwest 
Michigan, which helps 
people with disabilities in 
participating in endurance 
athletic events, will host 
“An Hour of Inspiration” 
at 1 p.m. Saturday at First 
Church of God, 2627 Niles 

Ave., St. Joseph. The event 
is free.

Special guests will be 
“Captain” Johnny Agar 
and Fireman Rob, both 
known for taking on daunt-
ing physical challenges. 
Both will participate in the 
Maytag Steelhead Ironman 
competition the next day.

Agar is a 21-year-old col-

lege student with cerebral 
palsy. He will talk about 
how he went from riding in 
various races in a racing 
wheelchair, to fi nishing the 
fi nal mile of a 5K race un-
der his own power. He has 
been featured on ESPN.

Fireman Rob is an active 
duty fi refi ghter in Madison, 
Wis. He completes the 13.1-

mile run portion of triath-
lons wearing his full uni-
form and gear. He is trying 
to break the “Guinness 
Book of World Records” 
for completing the most 
half-marathons in a year.

He also is an Air Force 
veteran and performed 

See MYTEAM, page B2


