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A LION REMEMBERED
By JIM DALGLEISH
Asst. Local News Editor

ST. JOSEPH — Harry 
Gast died Thursday in his 
Lincoln Township farm-
house.

An unremarkable death 
for a 94-year-old farmer in 
Michigan’s fruit belt.

But, oh, what a footprint 
the man left on the state 
and its southwestern cor-
ner.

The accolades came in 
from Washington, D.C., 
and Lansing and the com-
munities he represented for 
32 years in the state Legis-
lature – the final 19 as the 
powerful chairman of the 
Senate Appropriations 
Committee.

“Harry Gast exemplified 
what it means to be a pub-
lic servant,” U.S. Rep. Fred 
Upton, R-St. Joseph, stated 
in a news release. “He never 
forgot those he represented 
in a straightforward way 
and may have been blunt, 
but you could never ques-
tion his motives as he put 
our corner of the state on 
the map as the chair of the 
powerful Senate Appropria-
tions Committee.”

Perhaps the most concrete 
example of Gast’s pull and 
dedication is the U.S. 31 
freeway from the Indiana 
line to Napier Avenue in 
Berrien County.

Upton said in a phone in-
terview Thursday that Gast 
was among the first elected 
officials to endorse his first 
House campaign in 1986, 
and he urged the young rep-
resentative to get on the U.S. 
House Transportation 
Committee and find money 
to upgrade U.S. 31.

“We worked together on 
literally every segment from 
the state line north,” Upton 
said.

Upton said his friend was 
hands-on, gruff guy, right 
down to the farm-worn 
hands and Pall Mall ciga-
rettes.

Former Gov. John Engler 
said he remembers Gast as 
friend with parallel Lansing 
careers.

“He was a no B.S. guy,” 
Engler said in a phone inter-
view. “You could ask him a 
question and get an answer, 
and he would know what he 
was talking about.”

He said term limits assure 
there will be no one again 
like Gast in terms of power 
and knowledge.

Engler, now president of 
the Business Roundtable in 
Washington, said he and 
Gast joined the House in 
1971 and moved up to the 
Senate eight years later. En-
gler would become majority 
leader while Gast would 
chair Appropriations.

Engler was elected gover-
nor in 1990, serving three 
terms. Both left state gov-
ernment after 2002.

Engler said they worked 
closely to improve Michi-
gan’s budget picture and im-
prove the tax system. He 
said Gast would work with 
legislators from across the 
state to solve problems any-
where, whether Detroit, 
Grand Rapids or Upper 
Michigan.

Gast’s enthusiasm for 
governing outlasted his ten-
ure in elected office.

State Rep. Al Pscholka, 
R-Stevensville, said that af-
ter he was first elected, he 
and a young aide visited 
Gast at his house. Gast, 
eight years out of the Sen-
ate, was still getting Senate 
Fiscal Agency budget re-
ports, and he spent three 
hours discussing budgets 
with the pair.

“He started a tradition” 
of Berrien County legisla-

tors being tax and budget 
mavens, said Pscholka, 
chairman of the House Ap-
propriations Committee. 
“It’s a part of Harry’s lega-
cy.”

Pscholka said Gast sto-
ries still circulate the Capi-
tol regarding card games 
and his straight-talking 
manner. 

Pscholka said Gast urged 
him as a freshman legislator 
to demand an audit of 

FRIDAY, JULY 31, 2015 $1

MSU’s Dantonio 
not resting  
on laurels

Sports, B1

Pianist  
May Phang 
returns to 
South Haven

Entertainment, A6

GRUELING COURSE 
TESTS FIREFIGHTERS, 
FOOTBALL PLAYERS  

Local, A3

Index
Business A7
Classified B8
Comics B6

Features B7
Local A3
Obituaries A9

Opinion A8
Our Town A5
Outdoors B4

Sports B1
State A2
Television B7

Weather
High 

Today

83

Low
Tonight

66

To subscribe or report 
delivery  problems,   

call 429-1396

The Newspaper 
for Southwest Michigan

@HeraldPalladium HeraldPalladium

www.TheHP.com

AP file photo

State Sen. Harry Gast, then-chairman of the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee, is pictured at a meeting in October 1991 in 
Lansing. The Associated Press’ caption for the photo reported 
that Gast “says lawmakers have raided all the state’s cookie 
jars for money and should remember that when they work on a 
bill to restore welfare cuts.”

Don Campbell / HP staff

Former Sen. Harry Gast is pictured in 2002. Gast, who served 32 years in Michigan’s Legislature, died Thursday at his Lincoln 
Township farmhouse. He was 94.

Dogged 
tenacity 
pays off

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — For Ber-
rien County Animal Con-
trol Manager Val Grimes, 
the wait for a new building 
must feel like it dragged out 
in dog years.

“It’s been a long road,” 
Grimes sighed Thursday as 
the Board of Commission-
ers reviewed a resolution to 
hire Pearson Construction 
to build a new facility at 
Napier Avenue and I-94.

That resolution, with a 
budget of $3,074,700, is ex-
pected to get a vote next 
week. That would include a 
12,400-square-foot main 
building, replacing the 
65-year-old, 4,600-square-
foot animal control build-
ing in Berrien Center; and a 
2,700-square-foot barn and 
corral for horses.

It appears to have been 
worth the wait for Grimes.

“It’s a phenomenal build-
ing crammed into a little 
space,” Grimes said. “I’m 
very pleased.”

The current site on Huck-
leberry Road, built in 1950, 
has no break area for ani-
mal control officers, no eu-
thanasia area, no space for 
a clinic or for the public to 
view adoptable animals, 
and parking is inadequate.

All of that will be cor-
rected with the new head-
quarters.

After years of debate, 
Berrien County ready 
to build new animal 
control facilities

Several leaders issued 
statements after Thursday’s 
death of Harry Gast:

“The passing of St. 
Joseph legislator and highly 
respected former Senate 
Appropriations Committee 
Chair Harry Gast should 
remind all of us of the value 
of public service. 

“Sen. Gast dedicated a 
large part of his life to serv-
ing Michigan residents in 
many elected posts, includ-
ing as a township official, 
state representative and 
state senator. 

“Named as Legislator of 
the Year by organizations as 
diverse as the Michigan 
United Conservation Clubs, 
the Chiefs of Police and the 
Michigan Townships Asso-
ciation, he became known 
for his famous no-nonsense 
attitude, but ready smile 
and hearty laugh. He was 
first and foremost a family 
man and a very proud 
farmer. Harry was a fixture 
in Lansing for over 30 years 
and was a true problem-
solver.” 

— Gov. Rick Snyder

“If they had a Mount 
Rushmore for public ser-
vants in Michigan, Senator 
Harry Gast would be on that 
mountain. Harry was a 
mentor to me, a legend 
with more than 57 years of 
public service, and was 
someone who always told 
you exactly what he 
thought.  

“My thoughts and prayers 
today are with Jean (his 
wife) and Harry’s family.

“The best compliment I 
ever received was when a 

constituent told me, ‘you’ve 
got a little Harry Gast in 
you.’” 

— state Rep. Al Pscholka, 
R-Stevensville

 “Harry was a mentor for 
me and helped guide and 
influence my legislative 
career and the work I have 
been able to accomplish 
here at the Capitol. 

“So many in Lansing, and 
throughout our state, loved 
to work with Harry because 
he was a straight shooter 
who always made sure you 
knew where you stood with 
him, and that is one of the 
reasons he was such a 
great person to work along-
side. His farmer’s common 
sense and spirit that he 
brought to the legislature as 
our representative made 
him an effective voice and 
leader for our community, 
because he always remem-
bered where he was from.” 

— state Sen. John 
Proos, R-St. Joseph

 
“He was as honest and 

hardworking as the day is 
long, and I will miss his 
sage counsel and true 
friendship.” 

— U.S. Rep. Fred Upton, 
R-St. Joseph

“He was a tremendous 
friend and colleague as well 
as a true fighter and leader 
for Southwest Michigan. We 
extend our deepest sympa-
thies to Jean and family and 
friends during this difficult 
time.” 

— Michigan Attorney 
General Bill Schuette

 

Memories of Harry Gast

Board OKs 
voting  
proposals
By DAVID EGGERT
Associated Press

LANSING — Michigan’s 
election board approved pe-
tition forms Thursday for 
ballot drives to increase 
business taxes for road im-
provements, require paid 
sick days and implement a 
mail-in voting system – 
bringing to eight the num-
ber of proposals for which 
supporters are gathering 
signatures.

Labor-affiliated groups 
behind the corporate in-
come tax and sick time 
measures must collect more 
than 252,000 valid voter 
signatures by June to put 
their initiated legislation to 
the Republican-controlled 
Legislature. If lawmakers 
do not act, the bills would 
go to a statewide vote in 
November 2016.

The third measure, a con-
stitutional amendment 
backed by a volunteer 

Harry Gast was potent force in Lansing and a colorful figure

See MEMORIES, page A10

See GAST, page A10

See ANIMAL CONTROL, page A10

See PETITIONS, page A10



Herald Palladium 07/31/2015

Copyright (c)2015 The Herald-Palladium 07/31/2015 July 31, 2015 8:48 am (GMT +4:00) / Powered by TECNAVIA

A10 – FRIDAY, July 31, 2015 ALMANAC The Herald-Palladium

Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .85º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .81º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .61º
Record High . . . . . 104º in 1999
Record Low . . . . . . 39º in 2005
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 4.61"
Normal month to date. . . . 3.14"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 23.33"
Normal year to date . . . . 20.20"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:38 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:05 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:07 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:55 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see sunny skies 
with a high temperature of 83º, 
humidity of 55%. West wind 10 to 
15 mph. Expect partly cloudy skies 
tonight with an overnight low of 66º. 
Southwest wind 10 mph. Saturday, 
skies will be sunny with a high 
temperature of 78º.

Today, west winds 10 to 20 kt. Waves 1 to 3 ft. Water 
temperature 67 degrees. Tonight, west winds 10 to 20 kt 
becoming northwest. Waves 1 to 3 ft.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Sunny
78º / 65º
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Few T-storms
79º / 66º

Monday

Few T-storms
80º / 63º

Tuesday

Mostly Sunny
76º / 62º

Today

Sunny
83º

Tonight

Partly Cloudy
66º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today, skies will be mostly sunny with isolated showers and 
thunderstorms, highs in the 70s. Northwest wind 10 to 15 mph. Skies 
will remain mostly sunny Saturday with highs in the 70s and 80s.

Today, skies will be sunny with highs in the 80s. West wind 8 to 17 
mph. Expect mostly sunny skies Saturday with highs in the 70s and 
80s. West northwest wind 7 to 15 mph.

How many cloud droplets 
does it take to make a 
raindrop? ?

Answer: It takes about one million 
droplets to provide enough water for 
one raindrop.

Full
7/31

Last
8/6

New
8/14

First
8/22

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 27
Main Offender ................Ozone

Forecast map for July 31, 2015

Marquette
79/62

Green Bay
83/59

Oshkosh
83/59

Milwaukee
88/63

Chicago
90/68

Gary
88/66

Benton 
Harbor
83/66

Grand 
Rapids
84/63

Midland
84/60

Traverse
City
82/61

Cheboygan
78/59

Sault Ste.
Marie
73/55

Port
Huron
85/62

Flint
83/61

Detroit
85/66

Lansing
83/61

Toledo
85/64

Upper Peninsula

Lower Peninsula

DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1990

Lori Small has opened A Bal-
loon Co. at 161 E. Napier Ave. 
in Benton Township. The shop 
offers balloons for weddings, 
birthdays, anniversaries and 
other occasions, plus decorative 
bags, mugs and containers of 
candy.

Ron Sather has been appoint-
ed to the board of directors of 
the Four Flags Area Chamber 
of Commerce in Niles. Sather is 
manager of the Niles J.C. Pen-
ney store.

35 years ago – 1980
Three months after coming 

out of bankruptcy, Whitcomb 
Tower retirement center in St. 
Joseph and its parent firm, 
Michigan Baptist Homes Inc., 
are operating “solidly in the 
black,” according to William 
Bingham, Whitcomb Tower ad-

ministrator. The biggest factor 
has been steadily rising occu-
pancy, Bingham said.

Patricia Hall of Niles, a grad-
uate of Indiana University and a 
teacher in higher education for 
nearly 10 years, has been ap-
pointed instructor and coordi-
nator of nursing at Lake Michi-
gan College, according to Dr. 
Dorothy Leader, dean of health 
sciences.

50 years ago – 1965
Inter-City Bank’s newest 

branch on Riverview Drive in 
Benton Harbor is one of the 
most striking structures in the 
Riverview Shopping Center 
area. Located along the St. Jo-
seph River, the shopping and 
business center has been expand-
ing constantly over the past sev-
eral years. The branch bank is 
three stories high and has 21,000 
square feet of space.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Friday, July 31, the 
212th day of 2015. There are 153 
days left in the year. 

Highlight in history:
On July 31, 1715, a fleet of 

Spanish ships carrying gold, sil-
ver and jewelry sank during a 
hurricane off the east Florida 
coast, scattering most of their 
treasure along the ocean floor. 
Of some 2,500 crew members, 
more than 1,000 died. 

On this date:
In 1777, the Marquis de 

Lafayette, a 19-year-old French 
nobleman, was made a major-
general in the American Conti-
nental Army.

In 1875, the 17th president of 
the United States, Andrew John-
son, died in Carter County, 
Tenn., at age 66.

In 1919, Germany’s Weimar 
Constitution was adopted by the 
republic’s National Assembly.

In 1930, the radio character 
“The Shadow” made his debut 
as narrator of the “Detective 
Story Hour” on CBS Radio.

In 1933, the radio series “Jack 
Armstrong, the All-American 
Boy,” made its debut on CBS ra-
dio station WBBM in Chicago.

In 1964, the American space 
probe Ranger 7 reached the 
moon, transmitting pictures 
back to Earth before impacting 
the lunar surface.

group, would make Michigan the 
fourth state to rely entirely on 
mail-in ballots for local, state and 
federal elections. The Let’s Vote, 
Michigan ballot committee needs 
more than 315,000 signatures by 
next July to qualify for the 2016 
ballot.

The initiatives previously autho-
rized include competing marijuana 
legalization efforts and bids to re-
peal Michigan’s prevailing wage 
law covering state-financed con-
struction projects, ban horizontal 
hydraulic fracturing and limit what 
health providers can charge auto 
crash victims.

A spokesman for Citizens for 
Fair Taxes, which includes the 
Michigan Labor District Council, 
Operating Engineers and Michi-
gan Regional Council of Carpen-
ters and Millwrights, said hiking 
the corporate tax from 6 percent 
to 11 percent would “recoup” $900 
million from a $2 billion business 
tax cut enacted in 2011 and ear-

mark the additional revenue for 
deteriorating roads. 

Tom Lutz said the business com-
munity would still keep $1 billion-
plus in tax breaks, and more than 
90,000 smaller businesses would 
continue to no longer pay a state 
business tax. The GOP’s overhaul 
partially offset the business tax cut 
by scaling back tax exemptions 
and credits for pensioners, home-
owners, low-income earners and 
taxpayers with children.

“We’ve got to stop putting ev-
erything on the backs of hard-
working people and the poor mid-
dle class,” said former Lenawee 
County Sheriff Larry Richardson, 
a Democrat.

But Tricia Kinley, the Michigan 
Chamber of Commerce’s senior 
director of tax and regulatory re-
form, said an 11 percent corporate 
tax rate would be the country’s 
second-highest and be “crippling 
to so many of the employers that 
hire these engineers and carpen-
ters.” 
Online:
2016 statewide petitions: http://1.usa.

gov/1It9ZR2 

A study in 2007 compared the 
costs of constructing a new animal 
control center to renovating the ex-
isting site, built in 1950. The issue 
was again debated in 2013, before 
the county purchased the 28-acre 
Schroeder Motors property to 
meet its future land use needs. The 
Berrien County Health Depart-
ment consolidated its offices into 
the former car dealership this 
spring.

County Administrator Bill Wolf 
conceded that the new animal con-
trol exterior isn’t likely to win any 
best of show ribbons for looks.

“It’s not fancy, but it’s function-
al,” Wolf said. “We put the money 
on the inside, and not necessarily 
on the outside.”

The new location will have 57 
doubled-sided dog kennels, with 
separate rooms for dogs available 
for adoption, aggressive dogs and 
dogs in isolation due to illness. 
There also will be enough room for 
117 mobile cat cages and separate 
areas for adoptable and feral cats.

The current site has 60 cages for 
a department that takes in hun-
dreds of animals a year, Grimes 
said.

Arunas Rumsa, with TERA Ar-
chitects, agreed that the design is 
“Plain Jane on the outside,” but in-
side it is a big improvement.

The ventilation system will allow 
for eight to 10 air changes an hour, 
and the floors will be much easier 
to clean, cutting down on odors, 
Rumsa said.

Grimes said the entrance and 
adoption areas are “very pretty.”

The building does not include a 
fire suppression system, a point of 
concern for some commissioners.

A sprinkler system is not re-
quired under codes for this type of 

building, Rumsa explained. With 
block walls and no carpet, there 
isn’t much to catch fire, he added.

Commissioner Mac Elliott said 
he’d like to at least see a fire sup-
pression system in the barn, where 
hay and other combustibles would 
be stored.

“I don’t want to read about a 
bunch of horses burning to death,” 
Elliott said.

Wolf said that adding the fire 
suppression system would cost 
$23,500.

He said that he is presenting a 
blueprint to commissioners that is 
close to the initial estimates of $2.4 
million, and that it is up to them if  
they want to add items to the con-
tract.

This contract doesn’t include 
furniture or signage, Wolf pointed 
out. The county’s information 
technology department estimates 
spending $66,000 for the animal 
control building, and the buildings 
and grounds department expects 
to spend $70,100.

Wolf said the money donated 
over the years for the animal con-
trol building will be rolled into the 
county’s overall expenditures.

The $3 million budget includes a 
$100,000 contingency fund.

Rumsa, whose company did the 
design work for the health depart-
ment renovations, said they’d like 
to have the steel outside of the 
building up before the snow flies. 
Pearson did the construction work 
for the health department.

Commissioner John Klimek, 
who served on the animal control 
planning committee, said he is sat-
isfied with the results.

“I’ve been in construction my 
whole life, and this is the building I 
pictured from the start,” Klimek 
said. “It looks great for the mon-
ey.” 

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 932-0360, 
Twitter: @HPMatuszak

Michigan’s car insurance Cata-
strophic Fund. Pscholka said he 
did so when he got to Lansing, 
and within minutes an insurance 
lobbyist arrived in his office to 
ask why a Republican would be 
interested in an idea pushed by 
Democrats.

“I told him ‘Harry Gast told 
me to do it. He’s a constituent.’ 
And that shut him up,” Pschol-
ka said.

James “Mick” Middaugh, 
who served as Gast’s chief  of 
staff  for four years, said he re-
members Gast as “the nicest 
guy you could run into in poli-
tics” despite the gruff  demean-
or. He said Gast always framed 
issues in terms of  taxpayer im-
pact, even if  the impact wasn’t 
immediate.

“Harry always had the knack 
of  looking at things down the 
road,” said Middaugh, a Paw 
Paw resident who represented 
Van Buren County in the state 
House for 16 years.

He said times in Lansing were 
different in Gast’s heyday. Con-
servative Republicans like Gast 
and liberal Democrats could be 
friends, play cards into late 
hours, and find common ground 
on the floor. They could even 
enjoy Gast’s deer camp in re-
mote western Upper Michigan.

Middaugh said Gast cussed 
and smoked, but he doesn’t re-

call Gast ever drinking alcohol.
Mary Ann Middaugh, a 25-

year legislative staffer, who suc-
ceeded her husband as Van Bu-
ren’s state representative, said 
Gast treated staff  as equals. She 
said Gast could get so caught 
up in discussions that he would 
lose track of  his cigarette ash.

“I always worried that he 
would burn a hole in his shirt,” 
she said.

Ron Jelinek, elected to Gast’s 
old seat in 2002, said he knew 
from the start he had a tough 
act to follow.

“Everybody always talked 
about the big shoes I was having 
to fill,” he said in a phone inter-
view Thursday. “But that was 
my legacy. I was going to have 
to fill the shoes of  Harry 
Gast.”

Eventually, Jelinek would 
chair the Senate Appropriations 
Committee.

“Harry was a real go-getter,” 
Jelinek said. “He was there a 
long time and commanded a lot 
of  respect from the governor 
and everybody else.”

Sen. John Proos, who repre-
sents Michigan’s southwestern 
corner, said he still uses Gast’s 
desk. 

“(It) serves as a reminder of 
the type of  commitment Harry 
had for our community, a qual-
ity I try to exhibit every day I 
am working at the Capitol,” he 
stated in a news release.

Contact: jdalgleish@TheHP.com, 932-0356, 
Twitter @HPDalgleish

Gast leaves a legacy
By JIM DALGLEISH
Asst. Local News Editor

ST. JOSEPH — Thousands of 
motorists have traveled the Harry 
Gast Parkway.

And perhaps hundreds have 
lounged in the Harry Gast Atri-
um.

And maybe they wonder “who 
is this Harry Gast?”

In the era before legislative 
terms limits, he was one of the 
state’s most powerful legislators. 
For 19 years, he chaired the Sen-
ate Appropriations Committee, 
giving him a mighty say in how 
state tax dollars were spent.

And it allowed him to steer 
dollars into his Southwest Michi-
gan district.

The atrium is in Western Mich-
igan University’s Southwest 
Campus at Lake Michigan Col-
lege. The campus is a fruit of 
Gast’s legislative pull.

The parkway is a section of 
M-63 in St. Joseph. The city 
named it in his honor.

The Herald-Palladium asked 
him in 2013 what he would tell 
those curious about Harry Gast.

“I listened to everybody – and 
some people I have more faith in 
what they tell me. Still, I was true 

to the community, not personal 
gain or anything. I tell them as 
far as I’m concerned, I’m still an 
employee of the public,” he said 
11 years after leaving office.

The Lincoln Township Repub-
lican represented Southwest 
Michigan in the state Senate for 
24 years, 19 of which as Appro-
priations chair. The Republican 
stepped down at the end of 2002 
at age 82.

Gast steered state funds to 
LMC, including money for its 
showcase Mendel Center, and to 
Southwestern Michigan College.

He pushed bills to protect 
dunes and set up the Michigan 
Natural Resources Trust Fund. 
Trust fund grants helped create 
Silver Beach County Park in St. 
Joseph, among other Southwest 
Michigan projects.

His 57 years in elected office 
included four terms in the state 
House. He served on the Lake-
shore Board of Education and 
the Lincoln Township Board of 
Trustees.

In Lincoln Township, he guid-
ed construction of Lincoln 
Township Hall and creation of 
North Lake and Lincoln Town-
ship parks.

Born Sept. 20, 1920, Gast grew 
up the family farm along Lincoln 
Avenue in Lincoln Township. He 
began his career in government 
in 1945 in Lincoln Township.

He is survived by his wife, Jean. 
They were married for 74 years 
and have three children. 

His occupation, his way of life, 
was farming. Many of those in-
terviewed about Gast on Thurs-
day credit his farm upbringing 
for his no-nonsense, practical ap-
proach to governing.

And he had a stock answer if  
anyone asked him for advice in 
life.

“I have three rules of success: 
Honesty is number one, and do 
onto others as (you) would have 
them do unto you would be num-
ber two. And number three is 
when you run out of brains, use 
common sense.”

“He was a strong proponent of 
community colleges and believed 
they were essential to economic 
development for our region. He 
was passionate about career 
training programs and champi-
oned pivotal LMC capital projects 
including the Mendel Center, the 
Bertrand Crossing campus, and 
the student services one stop at 
the Napier Campus. ...

“He also fought for Western 
Michigan University’s presence on 
the LMC campus. ... He is respon-
sible for helping so many stu-
dents in Southwest Michigan earn 
their degrees.” 

— Anne Erdman,  
vice president of administrative 
services, Lake Michigan College

“Harry was a statesman, well 
respected on both sides of the 
aisle, and he was filled with com-
mon sense.

“He supported us and always 
talked about how he had three 
community colleges in his district, 
us, LMC and Glen Oaks Commu-
nity College. He held the chair-
manship of the Subcommittee on 
Community Colleges even when 
he chaired Appropriations.

“He didn’t just represent us, but 
the rest of the state very well.” 

— David Mathews, president, 
Southwestern Michigan College
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I listened to everybody – and 
some people I have more faith  
in what they tell me. Still, I was 
true to the community, not  
personal gain or anything.

STATE SEN. HARRY GAST
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