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Donald Trump’s immigra-
tion proposal rests on three 

assumptions: that immigration 
hurts American workers; that il-
legal immigration, in particular, 
is linked to violent crime; and 
that illegal immigrants drain 
government resources. Each of 
these beliefs is belied by the 
available academic evidence.

(1) “The infl ux 
of foreign workers 
holds down sala-
ries, keeps unem-
ployment high, 
and makes it dif-
fi cult for poor and 
wo r k i n g - c l a s s 
Americans ... to 
earn a middle-
class wage.” 

Trump comes closest to hav-
ing a point in making this case, 
although the case – that immi-
gration harms the worst-off  
citizens – does not justify the 
remedy he proposes. 

The laws of supply and de-
mand suggest that a larger sup-
ply of labor (more immigrants) 
will lower wages. But the eco-
nomic literature points to a 
counterintuitive conclusion.

“The most recent academic 
research suggests that, on aver-
age, immigrants raise the over-
all standard of living of Ameri-
can workers by boosting wages 
and lowering prices,” the Brook-
ings Institution’s Hamilton 
Project found. “One reason is 
that immigrants and U.S.-born 
workers generally do not com-
pete for the same jobs; instead 

many immigrants complement 
the work of U.S. employees and 
increase their productivity.” 

Economists disagree most 
sharply over immigration’s im-
pact on the wages of the small 
share of U.S.-born workers with 
less than a high school educa-
tion. Here, research by George 
Borjas and Lawrence Katz of 
Harvard found that immigra-
tion reduced the wages of these 
workers by 4.7 percent, while 
another study, by two other 
economists, Gianmarco Ottavi-
ano and Giovanni Peri, found 
that wages for this group in-
creased, albeit slightly. 

Assume the Borjas-Katz 
crowd is correct. Even so, if  
you’re concerned about high 
unemployment among African-
American youth – and you 
should be – there are far more 
signifi cant causes, and far more 
effective ways to tackle that 
problem than deporting illegal 
immigrants.

“Overall macroeconomic 
conditions are a much more im-
portant factor in the youth and 
young-adult labor market than 
is undocumented immigration,” 
Katz told me by email. “In fact, 
attempts to bring undocument-
ed workers out of the shadows 
... could open up opportunities 
for such workers in ways that 
might open more entry-level 
jobs for teens and disadvan-
taged minority workers.”

Gordon Hanson, an econo-
mist at the University of Cali-
fornia, San Diego who has co-

authored studies with Borjas, 
noted that immigration from 
Mexico is down signifi cantly, so 
the question is not how to stop 
the infl ux, but what to do about 
those already here.

“If  the issue is black unem-
ployment, sending immigrants 
back home to Mexico is going 
to have an almost imperceptible 
effect,” he said. Meantime, the 
costs would be astronomical.

(2) “The impact in terms of 
crime has been tragic. In recent 
weeks, the headlines have been 
covered with cases of criminals 
who crossed our border illegally 
only to go on to commit horrifi c 
crimes against Americans.” 

The outcry is understandable; 
the facts prove Trump wrong. 
Study after study has debunked 
the notion that increased immi-
gration, legal or illegal, produc-
es a spike in crime. Indeed, the 
converse may be true.

“Over the past 20 years, dur-
ing a time that immigration into 
this country has skyrocketed ... 
there has been no evidence that 
immigration is linked to posi-
tive increases in crime,” said 
Northeastern University crimi-
nologist Jacob Stowell. “Often 
there is an inverse association: 
higher immigration means less 
crime.”

A 2010 study by University 
of Colorado sociologist Tim 
Wadsworth found that “cities 
with the largest increases in im-
migration between 1990 and 
2000 experienced the largest de-
creases in homicide and robbery 

during the same time.” 
 (3) “The costs for the United 

States have been extraordinary: 
U.S. taxpayers have been asked 
to pick up hundreds of billions in 
health care costs, housing costs, 
education costs, welfare costs, 
etc.” 

Immigration does strain state 
and local budgets, particularly 
for education, in areas where 
immigrants cluster, although 
immigrants also pay state and 
local taxes. But for the federal 
budget, immigration represents 
a fi scal plus.

“The consensus of the eco-
nomics literature is that the tax-
es paid by immigrants and their 
descendants exceed the benefi ts 
they receive – that on balance 
they are a net positive for the 
federal budget,” the Hamilton 
Project concluded.

Illegal immigrants aren’t en-
titled to welfare, food stamps, 
Medicare or Social Security, or 
unemployment benefi ts. Indeed, 
they often pay federal taxes, and 
contribute more than $12 bil-
lion annually to Social Security 
alone without being able to col-
lect.

Trump is off  base – not just in 
his extreme prescriptions, but in 
his underlying beliefs. And that 
is the most disturbing part of 
this debate, because those 
wrongheaded assumptions are 
shared by pretty much the en-
tire GOP presidential fi eld. 

Ruth Marcus is a columnist for The Washing-
ton Post. Her email is: ruthmarcus@washpost.
com

By ERIC BETZ
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Looking out across Los Ange-
les from Mount Wilson Ob-

servatory at night, the hills and 
mountains look like islands in a 
sea of light. It was here that Ed-
win Hubble fi rst proved our uni-
verse was expanding at a rapid 
pace. From this vantage point 
you can still make out the major 
constellations, but drive into the 
light bubble and suddenly the 
cosmos feels awfully far away. 
The city shines so bright it blocks 
out the stars, a phenomenon 
known as “skyglow.”

Light seeps into the sky from 
stadiums, malls, parking lots, of-
fi ces and billboards. But street-
lights, with their harsh bulbs, are 
the worst offenders.

The 215,000 streetlights in Los 
Angeles are meant to thwart 
more than fumbled keys and 
stubbed toes – they’re a luminous 
security blanket, or so the Los 
Angeles Bureau of Street Light-
ing would have you believe. The 
bureau’s slogan: “Bright Lights, 
Safe Nights.” Other cities use the 
motto too.

We intuitively assume that 
more lights mean less crime. In-
deed, police are often taught that, 
second to more cops, good light-
ing is the best crime deterrent.

Yet decades of research show 
there’s no scientifi c reason to be-
lieve that darker streets are inher-
ently more dangerous. And, in-
creasingly, researchers are fi nding 
that excess light is toxic for both 
humans and wildlife.

In one study, published July 28 
in the Journal of Epidemiology 
and Community Health, re-
searchers examined 14 years of 
data from 62 local authorities 
across England and Wales, hunt-
ing for crime and collision trends 
among agencies that reduced 
their lighting.

England’s councils – local gov-
erning bodies – have sought to 

slash costs and carbon emissions 
in recent years under pressure 
from the national government. In 
response, 106 councils either 
dimmed or turned off some 
streetlights, affecting an estimated 
750,000 lamps altogether.

Not everyone is happy about 
the darker skies. The “great street-
light switch-off” has sparked a 
political debate, with the coun-
try’s automobile association as-
serting that six people have died 
since 2009 as a direct result and 
opposition politicians rushing to 
lay blame.

But the health researchers 
found no link between collisions 
and lighting despite studying 
about 14,500 miles of roadways 
where streetlights were dimmed, 
lighted for only part of the night 
or shut off entirely. They also ex-
amined lighting’s effect on crime 
and similarly found no increase in 
burglary, auto theft, robbery, vio-
lence or sexual assault in areas 
where lighting policy had 
changed.

The scientists published a com-
panion study based on surveys of 
520 people living in darkened ar-
eas. Many residents said they 
didn’t even notice the dimming, 
let alone feel threatened by an up-
tick in crime.

This should make taxpayers 
uneasy. The Cities at Night proj-
ect recently released a report esti-
mating that the European Union 
alone spends about $7 billion an-
nually to power streetlights.

But there’s something much 
more troubling than wasted mon-
ey about losing the night. A grow-
ing body of biological research 
suggests that nighttime lighting 
messes with the circadian rhythms 
of humans and other animals, 
wreaking havoc on everything 
from sleep patterns to DNA re-
pair.

Studies have shown that night-
time light exposure is a risk factor 
for some cancers, diabetes, heart 
disease and obesity. As scientists 

continue to gather evidence, the 
American Medical Association 
has already recommended that 
cities reduce light pollution and 
that people avoid staring at elec-
tronic screens after dark.

LEDs are of particular con-
cern. Cities around the world are 
converting from traditional yel-
low sodium-vapor lamps, which 
cast their light in a narrow range, 
to broad-spectrum LED street-
lights. Los Angeles has installed 
165,000 LEDs in recent years, 
slashing streetlight energy use by 
60 percent and netting $8 million 
in energy savings annually.

The problem is that these bright 
lamps increase skyglow by emit-
ting more blue light than the old-
er technology. They also could 
have unintended effects on wild-
life. Artifi cial lights can disrupt 
navigation, mating and feeding 
among the many nocturnal ani-
mals that share our cities.

A University of Bristol study 
published this month showed 
that certain moths can’t perform 
evasive maneuvers against preda-
tory bats under LEDs. And re-
cent research in New Zealand 
shows some insects are 48 percent 
more attracted to the new LEDs 
than they were to the old-fash-
ioned lights. The researchers wor-
ry that widespread use of the new 
technology will create a “white-
light night” that intensifi es light 
pollution’s pressure on ecosys-
tems.

The psychological loss is less 
measurable.

When the 1994 Northridge 
earthquake hit LA, some area 
residents actually called 911 to 
report a strange cloud hovering 
overhead – it was the Milky Way, 
the nebulous and star-rich center 
of our galaxy.

What happens when people 
grow up without stars? Do they 
lose their connection to the cos-
mos that our ancestors tracked so 
carefully, night after night?

Eric Betz is an editor for Astronomy magazine. 

By MICHAEL GERSON   
The Washington Post

When the Clinton campaign stirs 
and moves, it is the sound of a 

thousand focus groups buzzing, a 
thousand memos fl uttering, a thou-
sand consultants consulting, a thou-
sand talking points repeated in sing-
song unison. It advances like a big 
push at the Second Battle of the Som-
me – idealism long gone, but grim duty 
remaining. The whistles blow along a 
vast line. Boots churn in mud. Over the 
top, boys. Over the top.  

Hillary Clinton’s approach to poli-
tics has recently been on full display. 
After one of the worst campaign 
launches in recent history, many Dem-
ocrats have been hoping for some type 
of reset from their front-runner – some 
hint of recognition that the current 
strategy might be a tad fl awed. Instead, 
at the Iowa Democratic Wing Ding 
Dinner, Clinton refused readjustment 
and launched a spirited attack on her 
Republican critics for engaging in 
“partisan games” and playing “politics 
with national security.” Minions 
fanned out to dismiss the whole email 
business as “nonsense.” 

How can we fault Hillary Clinton 
for adopting a strategy that has always 
worked for the Clintons before? On 
Whitewater. On suspicious commodity 
windfalls (involving a 10,000 percent 
profi t in 9 months). On bimbo erup-
tions. On the Lewinsky matter. Out-
fi ght them. Out-parse them. Out-bra-
zen them. Outlast them.  

But it turns out to be diffi cult to run 
a presidential campaign drained of 
idealism. Bill Clinton was the “man 
from Hope.” Hillary Clinton’s team is 
hoping that it fully erased a server to 
prevent FBI scrutiny. Such a novel and 
useful political lesson: Those who have 
their data professionally wiped have 
nothing to hide  because there is noth-
ing left to fi nd. More than half of 
Americans do not describe Clinton as 
honest and trustworthy. The rest are 
not paying attention. 

At least partially as a result, Clin-
ton’s campaign is foundering without 
a serious opponent. And her unserious 
opponent – an actual, real-live socialist 
– is leading her in some New Hamp-
shire polls. Bernie Sanders’ campaign 
is all idealism, of the Norman Thomas 
variety. If Clinton is offering ideologi-
cal aspirin, Sanders is handing out 
crystal meth. The high for Democrats 
is incredible, and temporary. 

The real source of nightmares for 
Clinton and her supporters must be 
the fi gure of 10 percent. Of the sample 
of 40 emails initially reviewed by the 
intelligence community’s inspector 
general, four were found to contain 
classifi ed data. The claim of a Repub-
lican political conspiracy involving the 
FBI and various inspectors general is 
not minimally credible. Everything 
that results from this scandal can be 
traced to one decision made by Clin-
ton herself: to conduct most of her 
highly sensitive public business through 
a personal email on a private Internet 
server. What lawyer – and Clinton is 
surrounded by sharp lawyers – would 
recommend such an arrangement? 
Wouldn’t legal alarm bells immediately 
begin ringing on compliance with the 
Federal Records Act, the Freedom of 
Information Act and the Espionage 
Act? And why, just as a matter of com-
mon sense, would a U.S. secretary of 
state trust the defense of sensitive in-
formation against overseas hackers to 
Platte River Networks? 

This is a choice that reveals a mind-
set. Having suffered through decades 
of investigations, Clinton apparently 
wanted to take complete, personal 
control over her communications re-
cords, which she could release or de-
stroy at her own discretion. But the 
method was so blinking obvious that it 
has invited scrutiny. Clinton apparent-
ly overlearned the lesson of Whitewa-
ter; as God is her witness, she would 
never be subpoenaed again. In trying 
too hard to control events, Clinton has 
lost control of events. Her political fu-
ture may lie, once again, in the hands 
of investigators and prosecutors.  

Nothing approaching criminal con-
duct has, at this point, been demon-
strated. But Clinton stands accused of 
poor judgment, playing close to ethical 
lines and showing a streak of para-
noia. Her actions raise comparisons to 
Richard Nixon – and not the skillful 
diplomacy part. 

The Clintons have always come as a 
package deal for Democrats: massive, 
intuitive political talent, accompanied 
by scandal and drama. So far, with 
Hillary Clinton, there is scandal and 
drama. 

Michael Gerson is a columnist for The Washington 
Post. His email is: michaelgerson@washpost.com

Like a forced 
march,            

the Clinton 
campaign 
trudges on

Hit Men concert at 
Mendel was fantastic

Editor,
I had the opportunity to 

go to the Mendel Center 
Saturday, Aug. 8, and listen 
to the Hit Men perform 
songs from the late 1960s 
and early ’70s that Frankie 
Valli and the Four Seasons 
made famous. What a 
fantastic performance they 
put on. 

When I read their write-up 
in the newspaper the Thurs-
day before the concert, I did 
not have a lot of  confi dence 
that there would be any 
tickets left. But to my 
surprise, when I spoke with a 
girl named Amy in the ticket 
offi ce she did say that she 
did have a single seat 
available in the front row. So 
I took it. And as I sat there, 
I could simply just close my 
eyes and think back to those 
days as I mouthed the words 
of  the familiar tunes.

What a performance they 
put on, and I am sure I was 
not the only one who was 
reminiscing back to those 
days some 40 years ago. I 
was back in high school 
feeling young again. I won’t 
soon forget that wonderful 
evening I had listening to the 
songs I grew up listening to 
when I was a kid.

Thank you to the Hit Men 
on a concert well done.

Jim Rabbers
Stevensville

What a community can do 
when it supports a cause

Editor,
The North Berrien 

Community Development 
would like to thank everyone 
who attended the kick-off  
event to raise funds for the 
Watervliet County Park last 
Saturday at the Arclight 
Brewing Co. in Watervliet. 

The success of  that event 
helped us reach $17,000 
toward our fi ve-year goal of 
$50,000 to help the county 
move forward with phase 1 
of  the proposed park.

More than 100 years ago a 
group of  Watervliet citizens 
had a dream of  reopening a 
paper mill. They raised 
money to accomplish that 
goal, and it became one of 
the fi nest mills in the 
country. Today we are 
following that tradition with 
a new dream and goal. We 
are excited as we move 
forward to see what a 
community can accomplish. 

Thank you again for your 
support.

Rick Rasmussen
Volunteer project coordinator

Chana Kniebes
Community development 

coordinator
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