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LOCAL & STATE
Law Day at the fair
By LILA CHANDLER
HP Correspondent 

BERRIEN SPRINGS — If 
local law enforcement could earn 
a ribbon at the Berrien County 
Youth Fair, theirs would certain-
ly be blue.

Most of  their fair exhibits are 
not for show. But for nearly half  
of  the fair’s 70-year history, vol-
unteers from local law enforce-
ment have participated in “Law 
Enforcement Day,” now called 
“Law Day,” according to Robert 

Smiedendorf, now retired after 
36 years in area law enforce-
ment.

All day Monday offi cers from 
10 law enforcement agencies were 
on hand to interact with the pub-
lic on the fair’s opening day. Fair-
goers could peer inside New Buf-
falo Police Department’s new 
baby, a refurbished Marine Pa-
trol Hummer acquired as a do-
nation from the U.S. Army. “All 
we paid for was the paint and de-
cal work,” Marine Unit Patrol 
Offi cer Russell Tillery said. They 
were able to re-purpose the lights 
and siren from an old police car. 
“People wonder how much it set 
our department back,” and are 

delighted to learn of  the minimal 
cost, Tillery said.

“They also wonder what we’re 
doing with a war tank,” Tillery 
said. He was happy to share the 
practical uses for the Hummer in 
emergency situations through 
sand and dunes. 

While fairgoers were enticed 
by law enforcement “toys” and 
freebies, for Smiedendorf  the top 
goal was making positive contact 
with the public. “It’s good to de-
velop good relationships with the 
population so in times of  trouble, 
we already have the public’s good 
will,” Smiedendorf  said. 

Public gets up-close 
look at police operations

Mutt March: Game of Bones

By HP STAFF

ST. JOSEPH — Animal Aid of 
Southwest Michigan will put on its 
most ambitious Mutt March fund-
raiser to date from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Saturday as the south section of 
Lake Bluff Park is turned into a Me-
dieval Faire in the mythical kingdom 
of DunRoamin.

Animal Aid’s mission of more 
than 36 years has been assisting 
homeless, abandoned dogs and cats 
in Southwest Michigan.

DunRoamin is where unwanted 
dogs can fi nd their forever homes 
and where villagers will be enter-
tained.

Walkers will register their hounds 
and receive a “Wag” Bag as they em-
bark on their journey to meet King 
James and Queen Tiffany of the 
Kingdom. Walkers are encouraged 
to dress in costume, (some medieval 

headwear is available to make and 
purchase at The Royal Hatter). 
There is a $10 registration fee to take 
part in the walk. Active military and 
veterans walk free.

There will be contests for oldest 
dog, smallest dog in costume, best ca-
nine trick, best costumed multi-dog 
household and most creative canine-
person costumes, and for the dog who 
traveled the longest distance.

Kids can enter the Coloring Con-
test at The Feather and Quill.

In the Merry Marketplace, you 
will fi nd representatives of veteri-
nary clinics, boarding facilities, 
groomers, pet rescue groups and 
others. 

You can sample and purchase 
doggie treats at Nottingham Nibbles 
and baked goods at The Queen’s 
Tea Shoppe. 

You can meet Foster Dogs avail-
able for adoption at Angels of the 
Shire.

Among the faire booths are Sun-
set Coast Veterinary Clinic, St. Jo-

seph Animal Wellness Clinic, Wil-
O-Paw Animal Hospital, Pawfect 
Nanny, Mosquito Squad, Martin’s 
Paw Mart, Paws to Wash, Berrien 
County Kennel Club, SW Michigan 
Poop Patrol and Mutterly Love. 
Hospice at Home will have our very 
own Prince Moses, a rescued bait 
dog, wearing his crown. 

There will be face painting, selfi e 
photos, music, magic shows and 
other activities.

At 9 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 
the band All In Love will perform 
benefi t concerts at Hidden Pointe 
Event Center, 1061 Nickerson Ave-
nue, Benton Harbor. Tickets are $10 
and doors open at 8. 

Donations to Animal Aid can be 
made online at www.animalaidsw-
mi.com. or at P.O. Box 407, St. Jo-
seph, MI 49085.

See available pets at www.anim-
alaidswmi.com and on Facebook/
Animal Aid of Southwestern Mich-
igan. Call 269-934-SPAY for infor-
mation. 

Animal Aid 
of Southwest 
Michigan’s 
annual Mutt 
March, to be 
held from 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. 
Saturday in Lake 
Bluff Park, will 
have a medieval 
theme, with cos-
tumed pets and 
owners, activi-
ties for kids and 
information on 
care and adop-
tion for pet own-
ers.
Photo submitted
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Hot and humid weather Monday didn’t stop people from enjoying the Berrien County Youth Fair in Berrien Springs. 
Addison Zizkovsky, 8, of Stevensville enjoys an ice cream cone with her father, David Zizkovsky. Today is Kids Day at 
the fair, with all children through high school getting in the gates at no charge. Rides are open from 11 a.m. to closing 
today, through Saturday.

COOL TREAT ON A HOT DAY

Saturday fundraiser 
features medieval theme

Watervliet 
Twp. lends 
hand to 
business
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

WATERLVIET — Wa-
tervliet Township offi cials 
are giving a growing local 
business a helping hand in 
its attempt to move to larg-
er quarters.

The Township Board 
Monday night voted unan-
imously to reimburse an 
$800 township rezoning fee 
to Michiana Healthcare 
Education Center, if  the 
business opens at its new 
location in the township 
Industrial Park as 
planned.

The business, which does 
certifi cation training for 
public safety and medical 
personnel, is now on Arnt 
Boulevard.

“We’ve rapidly grown,” 
since opening in 2013, said 
Co-owner Matthew 
Quinn.

The new site, at the for-
mer Matthews Heating & 
Air Conditioning building, 
will offer 4,600 square feet 
compared to 1,200 square 
feet at the current location, 
Quinn said.

“I think we ought to con-
sider helping them out,” 
Supervisor Dan Hutchins 
said.

Before the company can 
make the move, the prop-
erty in the Industrial Park 
needs to be rezoned from 
industrial to commercial.

The township Planning 
Commission will hold a 
public hearing at 2 p.m. on 
Sept. 8, and recommend 
action to the township 
board for its Sept. 22 meet-
ing, Hutchins said.

In other matters, the 
board voted 6-1 to take fi -
nal action to change a 
township nuisance and 
blight ordinance.

The change limits the 
number of boats, 

SJ board 
examines 
global 
diploma 
program
By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
The St. Joseph Public School 
board has started researching 
a program that would allow 
its students to undertake uni-
versity-level coursework.

Superintendent Ann Car-
don and St. Joseph High 
School Principal Kevin Riggs 
presented their fi ndings on 
the International Baccalaure-
ate Diploma Program at a 
board workshop meeting 
Tuesday at Harbor Shores 
Golf Club.

Similar to advanced place-
ment courses – with a stress 
on critical thinking – Riggs 
said many colleges and uni-
versities recognize the IB pro-
gram and award successful 
students college credit, waiv-
ers or other benefi ts. To get a 
better perspective on the pos-
sibility of bringing in a pro-
gram that could affect St. Jo-
seph High School’s 
curriculum, Riggs spoke with 
Rick Searing, the IB coordi-
nator at Portage Northern 
High School.

“I was an assistant princi-
pal at Northern (Portage) for 
fi ve years, so I was not sur-
prised by what it offered,” 
Riggs said. “I’ve been through 
the program there and saw it 
grow over the course of that 
time.”

Even if the program was 
adopted, the district would 
still offer traditional AP 
courses.

Cardon said the adminis-
tration is considering avenues 
for all its students, and has 
looked at what it would take 
to implement not only the IB 
program, but middle college 

Louise Wrege / HP staff

Annastasia Hollihan, 6, of Three Oaks is one of the many children at the Ber-
rien County Youth Fair Monday checking out Nellie, a K9 deputy with the Cass 
County Sheriff’s Dept. trained in search and rescue. In the wagon is her sister, 
Scarlett Nesbitt, 2. Nellie’s handler, Dep. Tiffany Graves, said the 2-year-old 
bloodhound tracks missing people in Cass, Berrien and Van Buren counties. See LAW DAY, page A4

See DIPLOMA, page A4 See WATERVLIET, page A4
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motorcycles, portable wa-
tercraft, snowmobiles and 
all-terrain vehicles that 
can be stored in the open 
to a total of two per prop-
erty. Additional items will 
have to be stored inside.

Voting to approve the 
change were Hutchins, 
Clerk Patt Bambrick, Trea-
surer Tom Scheid and 
Trustees Joe Stepich, Bob 
Wallace and Joe Matthews. 
Trustee Vick Kinzler voted 
“no.” He thinks the change 
is too restrictive.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 
932-0357, Twitter @HPLersten

WATERVLIET
From page A3

options and Certified Tech-
nical Education programs 
with Lake Michigan Col-
lege.

While Cardon said enti-
ties such as the SJPS Foun-
dation have voiced support 
of the IB program, she 
stressed the district is “just 
looking” for now.

“We are only investigat-
ing,” she said. “We don’t 
know if we want to move on 
with this yet. It’s another av-
enue we are considering.”

One of the main talking 
points among board mem-
bers was what kind of time-

line the district is looking at.
Implementing the IB pro-

gram would be a three-year 
process in different phases, 
including more workshops, 
forming a committee and 
putting teachers through a 
three-day training session.

“We would need to ex-
plore the course this year,” 
Riggs said. “That’s the be-
ginning part – to examine if  
this is something we would 
want to continue with. The 
question is can the process 
be speeded up? No it can’t 
because you are looking to 
get through three different 
phases before you can au-
thorize these courses.”

Contact: twittkowski@thehp.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

DIPLOMA
From page A3

Fair Director Linda 
Shinsky is retired from the 
Michigan State Police. Be-
fore working as a motor 
carrier sergeant, Shinsky 
worked with the juvenile 
justice system. Her first in-
teractions with the BCYF 
were in bartering work 
projects for ride tickets and 
helping juveniles enter ex-
hibits into the fair. She at-
tended Monday’s Law Day 
with unique insight into 
the benefits both ways of 
the event. 

“It’s important for the 
public to be able to put a face 
and voice to their local uni-
form,” she said. “The com-
munity can see us up close in 
a friendly conversation.”

Smiedendorf  co-coordi-
nated the events from the 
mid-1980s through the ear-
ly 1990s, and has resumed 
coordinating Law Day in 
retirement. The event was 
originally held in the USA 
tent. Of late, though, Law 
Day has been staged on the 
fair’s mall, “right in the 
heart of  the fair,” Smieden-
dorf  said. “It’s a great loca-
tion, because it’s all about 
exposure.”

And there was plenty of 
traffic Monday.

Teens tested their 
strength wielding a 
40-pound “door knocker” 
cudgel used by the Michi-
gan State Emergency Sup-
port Team. Retired state 
police Sgt. Steve Barker 
demonstrated for one teen 
interested in a military or 
law enforcement career 
how to hold a tactical 
shield. Barker showed the 
teen how to hold the shield 
in his non-dominant hand 
to protect “not only your-
self, but everyone behind 
you.”

Ryan Codde of  the Niles 
state police Emergency 
Support Team talked with 
a group of  adults about 
weaponry. The 50 tactical 
members and 16 negotia-
tors on teams statewide 
help with high-risk situa-
tions. Local law enforce-
ment can call for ES team 
assistance on a case-by-
case basis at no cost local-
ly.

Also, a small crowd of 
kids followed PT, the Ben-
ton Harbor Public Safety 
Department’s pint-sized 
remote-control patrol car. 
Later while PT was hooked 
up to a battery charger, re-
serve Corporal Allan Volk-
er answered a parent’s 
questions about the reserve 
program. 

Volker said he enjoys 
showing children PT. “Kids 
just love him ... (They) can 

have fun interaction with a 
police officer, something 
the kids don’t always 
have.” 

Nearby, Cass County 
Sheriff ’s Deputy T.K. 
Graves stood in the shade 
with her bloodhound ca-
nine partner, Nellie. She is 
trained to trail a specific 
scent, such as off  an article 
of  clothing. Nellie has 
proven her ability to track 
a scent up to nine days old. 
Nellie’s message to kids, 
according to Graves: “Al-
ways tell an adult or parent 
where you are going.”

Another safety tip, from 
Smiedendorf, is this: Be-
fore getting out of  the car 
with your kids at the fair, 
take a quick photo of  every 
child in the vehicle. “Then 
you have a picture to show” 
fair security if  your child 
becomes lost, Smiedendorf 
said. Having a current pho-
to makes finding children 
in a crowd much easier. 
“Especially 12-13 year olds, 
who will be walking around 
with friends. The kids 

aren’t lost – the parents just 
don’t know where they 
are,” he said. “In all the 
years of  the fair, there’ve 
been no extra kids after the 
fair is over.”

Local police will stay ac-
tive throughout fair week 
at the fairgrounds. Accord-
ing to Sgt. Corey Burks, 
BCYF director of  security, 
180 law enforcement vol-
unteers put in more than 
3,000 hours of  security ser-
vice during the week of  the 
fair. 

Law Day featured exhib-
its from 10 local agencies: 
Berrien County Sheriff ’s 
Department, Michigan 
State Police, Berrien Coun-
ty Animal Control, Buch-
anan Police Department, 
Berrien Springs-Oronoko 
Township Police Depart-
ment, Cass County Canine 
Unit, New Buffalo Police 
Department, Michigan 
Department of  Correc-
tions, Benton Harbor De-
partment of  Public Safety 
and the Niles Police De-
partment.

LAW DAY
From page A3

Township worried about 
shrinking reserve fund
By WILLIAM F. AST III
HP Correspondent

BARODA — Baroda 
Township Board members 
are considering holding a 
special meeting to discuss 
the township’s shrinking 
general fund reserves.

Those reserves are pre-
dicted to be $92,165 at the 
end of  the current fiscal 
year, down from $132,445 
at the end of  fiscal 2014-
15. The $92,165 is enough 
for about three months of 
operations, while the town-
ship’s auditor says reserves 
should be enough for six 
months of  operations, of-
ficials said at Monday’s 
board meeting.

Treasurer Amy Hemp-
hill was absent from the 
meeting, but in a letter to 
the board said the “re-
serves are at an all-time 
low and with no increase 
in revenue in the coming 
fiscal year, we need to ex-
amine this carefully. ... 
Having already been faced 
with salary cuts and some 
reduction of  services, there 
is not likely many cuts left 
to be made.”

Township Supervisor 

Jim Brow said Hemphill is 
working at the Berrien 
County Youth Fair all 
week. He said he will prob-
ably ask for a special meet-
ing in September to dis-
cuss the budget problem.

“We’re not where we’d 
like to be,” Brow told 
board members.

Brow after the meeting 
said state revenue sharing 
is decreasing, and there is 
little growth in housing or 
business in the township 
to bring in more revenue.

“We’re just not getting 
the revenue, and every-
thing is going up, all the 
costs – insurance and 
maintenance for the build-
ings,” Brow said. The 
board has already made a 
lot of  budget cuts, and “we 
sure don’t want to cut any 
services,” he added.

Also Monday, the board 
as required by the state ap-
proved forming a Con-
struction Board of  Ap-
peals.

Brow said the board will 
meet only to address any 
construction problems or 
complaints. The members 
are contractor Steve Nitz, 
architect Chris Brooks and 

Jerry Barefield represent-
ing the real estate indus-
try.

The board approved 
naming Don Goulooze as 
the township’s ordinance 
enforcement officer.

Goulooze replaces Kim 
Fowler, who recently re-
signed, Brow said. Gou-
looze fills the same func-
tion for Baroda Village, 
and comes highly recom-
mended, Brow added.

Brow said Bob Getz has 
resigned as a member of 
the Baroda-Lake Town-
ship Police Board. The 
board in August approved 
an amendment to the po-
lice department agree-
ment, changing represen-
tation to three Lake 
Township Board members 
and two Baroda Township 
Board members. Getz is 
Baroda Village Council 
president but not a mem-
ber of  the Baroda Town-
ship Board.

The board also present-
ed a plaque and certificate 
to Ed Steinke, who recent-
ly stepped down as the 
township’s electrical in-
spector after 36 years of 
service.

Today
8 a.m. – Swine herdsman’s 

quiz; show arena
8:30 a.m. – Judging of 

equine, fitting/showmanship 
& western riding, western 
performance, equine com-
plex

9 a.m. – Judging of swine, 
market classes, show arena; 
judging of rabbits, cross-
breeds & pets, show rabbits, 
rabbit tent; judging of poultry, 
showmanship & market 
classes, poultry tent

9 a.m.-5 p.m. – Judging of 
litter barrels, craft building

10 a.m. – Judging of dogs, 
rally classes, dog tent

11 a.m. – Dance arts per-
formers, mall stage 

Noon - 4 p.m. – Fun with 
Curious Kids Museum in 
Building 34

1 p.m. – Home Ec. food 
awards, mall stage; all 
champion & reserve champi-
on winners

3 p.m. – Frozen T-shirt 
contest sponsored by The 
Herald Palladium, mall area

4 p.m. – Judging of llamas/
alpacas, showmanship, leap-
ing/limbo, costume, show 
arena; judging of dogs, dis-
abled exhibitors, dog tent

5:30 p.m. – Tae Kwon Do 
demonstration, mall stage

6 p.m. – Horticulture con-
test, Youth Memorial Build-
ing; 98.3 “The Coast” Talent 
Show 11- to 14-year-old 
competition in Building 34

7 p.m. – BCYF alumni horse 
show, Jack Dean Ring

1 p.m., 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. – 
Circus Continental in grand-
stand

Wednesday
8:30 a.m. – Judging of 

equine; W/T horsemanship, 
pleasure, horsemanship & 
Western pleasure, reining, 
equine complex

9 a.m. – Judging of beef, 
begins with showmanship in 
show arena; judging of dogs, 
junior handling in dog tent; 
judging of poultry, show class-
es in poultry tent; judging of 
rabbits, costume rabbit tent

11 a.m.-7 p.m. – Michigan 
Blood Centers Blood Drive in 
Youth Memorial Building

1 p.m. – Judging of pocket 
pets, rabbit tent; Home Ec. 
clothing awards, mall stage; 
all champion & reserve 
champion winners

2 p.m. – Judging of dogs, 
agility, dog tent

3 p.m. – Style show in 
Home Ec. Building

3:30 p.m. – Flower awards, 
mall stage; all champion & 
reserve champion winners 

4 p.m. – Taylor Winnell, 
mall stage

4 p.m. – Judging of goats, 
dairy, pack & cart, show 
arena

5 p.m. – Joy Bringer’s bell 
choir, Building 34

6 p.m. – House of David 
vintage baseball vs. Blos-
somtime Queens in yellow 
parking lot; 98.3 “The Coast” 
Talent Show, 15- to 18-year-
old competition in Building 
34; Lake Effect Jazz Band, 
mall stage; after equine 
judging – PEP exercise time, 
Jack Dean Ring

7 p.m. – Eric Paslay with 
special guest Paul Erdman, 
grandstand

Fair Schedule

A crowning achievement

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

BERRIEN SPRINGS — 
The 70th annual Berrien 
County Youth Fair kicked 
off Sunday night with the 
crowning of this year’s fair 
royalty in the grandstand.

The young people chosen 
to be the fair king, queen, 
prince and princess will pull 
double duty this week as they 
show their own exhibits and 
hand out ribbons and tro-
phies to other youth.

Crowned king and queen 
for the 2015 fair were Kirk 
Love of Sodus and Maria 
Pinkowski of Baroda. Their 
first runner ups were Cory 
Sobralski of Benton Har-
bor and Shelby Pruett of 
Benton Harbor. They were 
chosen from a field of nine 
young women and four 
young men.

Love, 20, of Sodus, gradu-
ated from Watervliet High 
School in 2013 and was Mr. 
Nice Guy to Mr. Blossom-
time 2013. He is the son of 
Christine Huber and is a cer-
tified firefighter. He has ex-
hibited for four years at the 
fair, showing in the horticul-
ture and crafts barns.

Pinkowski, 20, of Baroda, 
graduated from Bridgman 
High School in 2012 and was 
the first runner up to Miss 
Baroda 2012. She will be at-
tending Western Michigan 
University this fall to study 
sales and business marketing. 

She is the 
daughter of 
Ken and Mar-
sha Pinkows-
ki. She has ex-
hibited at the 
fair for 15 
years in the 
baking and 
floral depart-
ments.

For the younger set, Sebas-
tian Kirk of Galien was 
crowned the 2015 fair prince, 
while Emilie Kurtz of Eau 
Claire was crowned fair prin-
cess. They were chosen from 
a field of 10 girls and two 
boys.

Sobralski, 20, of Benton 
Harbor, is a 2013 graduate of 
River Valley High School. He 
is the son of Mark and Dean-
na Sobralski. He has earned 
his firefighter I and II certifi-
cation and hopes to get avia-
tion training. He has shown 
at the fair for 15 years, show-
ing rabbits, goats and pigs as 
well as crafts and home ec 
items.

Pruett, 18, of Benton Har-
bor, is a 2015 graduate of 
Watervliet High School. She 
will be taking classes this fall 
in a joint Michigan State-
Southwestern Michigan Col-
lege program. She is the 
daughter of Colene Rose and 
David Pruett III. She has ex-
hibited for eight years, show-
ing goats, flowers and horses.

Sebastian, 10, of Galien, 
attends F.C. Reed School in 
Bridgman. He is the son of 
Tom and Loretta Kirk. He 
has exhibited at the fair for 
six years, showing steer, feed-
er calves, pigs, chickens, tur-

keys and rab-
bits.

Emilie, 10, 
of Eau Claire, 
attends the 
Village Sev-
enth-day Ad-
ventist School 
in Berrien 
Springs. She is 
the daughter 

of Martin and Sarah Kurtz. 
She has shown for five years 
in the crafts, baked goods, 
flowers and horticulture de-
partments.

Other king and queen fi-
nalists were Justine Baerwald 
of Eau Claire, Meagan 
Diedrich of Berrien Center, 
Deven Blake of Buchanan 
and Benjamin Helwig of 
Bridgman.

Other queen contestants 
were Brittany Litka of Buch-
anan, Serna Sommer of Eau 
Claire, Francine Barchett of 
Benton Harbor, Kylie Burger 
of Buchanan and Brie Daniel 
of Galien.

Other prince and princess 
contestants were Reise Bulat, 
Samantha Rydwelski, Emma 
Totzke, Laura Hall, Evie 
Clare, Kathleen Krieger, Jacey 
Corzine, Taylor Young, Jay-
lon Kriger and Olivia Janka.

Judges for both contests 
were Otilio Campos of Eau 
Claire, Jenny Loy of Benton 
Harbor and Rose Middleton 
of Dowagiac. Lindsay Zvo-
nar of WYTC was the mis-
tress of ceremonies for the 
prince and princess contest, 
while Tom Gear of Watervli-
et was the master of ceremo-
nies for the king and queen 
contest.

PINKOWSKI LOVE

Love, Pinkowski 
named fair royalty

BARODA TOWNSHIP
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