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LOCAL & STATE
Goodyear back in Berrien courtroom
By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Harish-
kumar Patel and his family 
hold Goodyear Tire and 
Rubber Co. responsible for 
a 2012 crash that left him 
paralyzed.

But the Akron, Ohio-
based Goodyear, which 
made the tire that failed on 

Patel’s sport-utility vehicle, 
say the tire failed because 
it hit an object some time 
before the June 6, 2012, 
crash.

Patel is suing Goodyear 
for the second time. A trial 
in 2014 ended in a hung 
jury. The case is being 
heard this week and next 
in Berrien County Trial 
Court.

Kevin Riddle, one of  Pa-
tel’s lawyers, said if  the 
jury decides against Good-
year the panel will also de-

cide on a monetary award 
for Patel, 58. He said the 
cost of  care for Patel for 
the rest of  his life is expect-
ed to exceed $6 million. 

Patel, who is expected to 
testify today, was traveling 
from his home in South 
Bend to Benton Harbor on 
the U.S. 31 freeway when 
his Nissan Pathfi nder spun 
out of  control and rolled 
over. Patel suffered a spine 
injury that left him para-
lyzed.

William Woehrle, an in-

dependent tire consultant 
who assesses the role and 
signifi cance of  tires in traf-
fi c accidents, took the wit-
ness stand Thursday. Un-
der direct examination by 
Craig Hilborn, the lead 
lawyer in Patel’s case, 
Woehrle said the tire that 
failed on Patel’s vehicle 
had three manufacturer 
defects and one design de-
fect. 

He said the defects even-
tually caused belts to sepa-
rate, which led to tread 

separating, making the ve-
hicle diffi cult to control.

Edward Bott, lawyer for 
Goodyear, called Woeh-
rle’s credentials into ques-
tion, asking him if  he has 
ever designed a tire. Woeh-
rle, who worked for years 
as a tire failure analyst, 
said no, he has never per-
sonally designed a tire. But 
he has held positions in 
which he provided tire fail-
ure information to engi-
neers and designers.

Goodyear’s defense is 

based on a belief  that the 
tire failure was a result of 
the vehicle hitting an ob-
ject at some time prior to 
the day of  the crash. 

Patel’s lawyers contend 
that the tire was defective 
from the factory and never 
should have been placed 
on a vehicle.

The trial is expected to 
last two weeks in Judge 
Sterling Schrock’s court-
room.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

Jury hears retrial 
of defective tire suit

LMC 
extends 
deal with 
housing 
manager
By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

SOUTH HAVEN — The 
price is right and the service 
is top notch, so Lake Michi-
gan College is keeping the 
management company over-
seeing its Beckwith Hall stu-
dent housing complex.

Capstone On-Campus 
Management will remain as 
Beckwith Hall managers 
through 2017 in a contract 
worth about $200,000, 
LMC President Bob Harri-
son said. 

“This is an affi rmation of 
an existing contract that 
we’d already entered into,” 
Harrison said. “We weren’t 
sure how much (money) it 
was going to run, so now, 
we took it back to the board 
for their formal approval.”

Board members approved 
the contract during their 
meeting Tuesday at LMC’s 
South Haven campus.

The contract amount in-
cludes the salaries of Hous-
ing Director Matt Krevda 
and Assistant Director Leah 
Kicinski, Harrison said.

LMC began working with 
Capstone, based in Birming-
ham, Ala., before the 2014 
opening of Beckwith Hall, 
the college’s fi rst student 
housing complex.

“As we were building the 
housing, we decided to hire 
people that do this for a liv-
ing,” Harrison said. “We 
hired them (Capstone) to 
help us with the start-up 

State to upgrade traffic signals next year
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

SOUTH HAVEN — 
South Haven will pay 
$75,000 next year toward a 
state upgrade of traffi c sig-
nals at the busy corner of 
Phoenix Street and Broad-
way downtown.

The overall project, with 
additional work funded by 
the city, is estimated to cost 
up to $250,000, City Man-
ager Brian Dissette said.

The City Council voted 
this week to approve an 
agreement with the Michi-
gan Department of Trans-
portation allowing MDOT 
to do some grading work in 
a city right-of-way as part 
of the project.

The new signals will use a 
new generation of Wi-Fi 
technology and magnetic 
sensors buried in concrete 
in the ground to track traf-
fi c for more effi ciency and 
fl exibility, Dissette said.

The project will likely be 
done in 2016, he said.

“MDOT is lining up all 
their easements (for the 
project),” Dissette said. 
“The council’s action this 
week give them short-term 
grading rights and allows 
them to place the utility 
poles on the right-of-way.”

MDOT further plans to 
upgrade the traffi c signals 
at the corner of Aylworth 
Avenue and Legrange 
Street next year. But no ac-

tion was needed on the 
council’s part regarding 
that work.

In other matters, the 
council this week voted to 
approve permits for two 
new special events, planned 
for October and Decem-
ber.

The local DASH organi-
zation is hosting an event 
called “Haven Harvest” 
Oct. 17. It will include a pie 
baking contest, pumpkin 
toss, hay rides, polka danc-

ing and restaurant server 
races. The related Zombie 
5K run/stroll to be held the 
same day, was approved by 
the council earlier.

The second new event is 
the Mitten Made arts and 
crafts show and holiday 
shopping event Dec. 19 in 
Stanley Johnston Park. The 
event is sponsored by the 
South Haven Center for the 
Arts.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

SOUTH HAVEN

Andrew Lersten / HP staff

Traffic moves at the intersection of Phoenix Street and Broadway in downtown South Haven on Tuesday. The state plans to upgrade the traffic signals at the 
intersection next year.

Checking under the hood

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BERRIEN SPRINGS — 
The Berrien Regional Edu-
cation Service Agency is 
getting a goals checkup that 
will require two special 
meetings. 

The public meetings are 
scheduled for 10:45 a.m. 
Monday, Oct. 19, and 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 21, at Ber-
rien RESA’s administrative 
center, 711 St. Joseph St., 
Berrien Springs.

On both dates, the Ber-
rien RESA Board and its 
management team will meet 
with a team from Ad-
vancED, which is doing a 
comprehensive evaluation 
of its operations, Superin-
tendent Kevin Ivers said.

“We’ve been working on 
our strategic plan for the 
last fi ve years, so this is a 
checkup to see that we’re 
doing what we said we 
would do,” Ivers said. “We 
provide documentation on 
fi ve standards, and they’re 
(AdvancED) going to check 
off that we’ve met those 
standards. Then we start 
with new goals for the next 

fi ve years.”
AdvancED will interview 

the board at its Oct. 19 
meeting, and give its fi nal 
report Oct. 21, Ivers said. 
The board scheduled those 
dates last week.

AdvancED is a nonprofi t, 
nonpartisan organization 
that specializes in “rigorous, 
on-site external reviews of 
PreK-12 schools,” accord-
ing to a statement posted on 
its website. “Our goal isn’t 
certify that schools are good 
enough. Rather, our com-
mitment is to help schools 
improve.” 

The organization works 
with about 32,000 school 
districts around the nation.

Once it’s satisfi ed that ev-
erything’s in order, Ad-
vancED could then give the 
district its own special ac-
creditation.

“It’s somewhat similar (to 
regular public school accred-
itation), although our indi-
vidual buildings – Blossom-
land Learning Center and 
Lighthouse (Education Cen-
ter) – are not being accredit-
ed, because we consider 

Berrien RESA examines improvement goals
Rigging elections, 
the old-school way
By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— Few would argue that 
legislators should be able to 
choose their voters.

But that’s the norm in 
Michigan and most other 
states. And critics say de-
mocracy suffers in the pro-
cess.

“The problem is that pol-
iticians are drawing their 
own voting maps to manip-
ulate the electorate,” said 
Liz Ennis, past president of 
the Michigan League of 
Women Voters. “How we 
elect our representatives is 
how we run our democracy. 
... When we vote, we want 
our elections to be fair, our 
votes to count and our voic-
es to be heard.”

Ennis spoke Thursday 
night at a forum sponsored 
by the League of Women 
Voters of Berrien and Cass 
Counties. About 30 people 
attended the event at the 
Berrien RESA offi ce. 

The Michigan League is 
sponsoring town hall meet-
ings on the subject across 
the state this fall.

Ennis said federal law 
and U.S. Supreme Court 
cases have reiterated the 
“one person, one vote” 
mandate and that minority 
voting rights can’t be de-
nied. However, she said, 
state laws too often lead re-
districting up to state legis-
latures.

She gave several examples 
of questionable congressio-
nal and state redistricting in 
Michigan over the years, in-
cluding the maps redrawn 
in 1998 when Democrats 
were in power and in 2012 
when Republicans were. 

In 1998, 49 percent of the 
cumulative votes for Con-
gress were cast for Demo-
crats and 48 percent for Re-
publicans. But Democrats 
controlled the state Legisla-
ture, and they carved U.S. 
House districts so that 
Democrats won 10 of the 
16 seats. 

In 2012, 51 percent of the 
votes were cast for Demo-
crats and 46 percent for Re-
publicans while Republi-
cans controlled the state 
Legislature. Republicans 
then won nine seats to the 
Democrats fi ve.

“Whichever party is in 
power wants to stay in pow-
er and gain more power,” 
she said.

Ennis gave similar exam-
ples with the drawing of 

Debra Haight / HP correspondent

Liz Ennis, past president of the Michigan League of Women 
Voters, discusses legislative redistricting in a Thursday forum 
sponsored by the league’s Southwest Michigan chapter.

See LMC, page A4

It’s all in the wrist for those drawing lines

See RESA, page A4See DISTRICTS, page A4
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stuff – so they actually 
started providing services 
ahead of the actual open-
ing of the housing. They 
provided input, ideas and 
thoughts as we were build-
ing.”

Tuesday’s action was 
needed to reflect changes 
to the original contract, 
under which both sides 
worked before Krevda and 
Kicinski were hired, Har-
rison said.

Capstone specializes in 
managing student housing 
owned by colleges, univer-
sities and nonprofit foun-
dations across the U.S.

According to its web-
site, Capstone manages 
25,871 beds and 29 cam-
puses, reflecting $1.6 bil-
lion in assets.

As of last month, Beck-
with Hall’s occupancy rate 
was about 85 percent. The 
188-bed complex include 
a fitness room, full kitch-
ens, in-suite washers and 
dryers and Wi-Fi.

In other business, board 
members heard a brief up-
date on enrollment at the 
South Haven campus.

“It’s tracking similarly 
(to the two other campus-
es). We’re all down, based 
on the strength of the 
economy, and adults going 
back to work,” he said.

Current estimates show 
the college’s overall stu-
dent count at between 
3,000 and 3,500, but final 
figures won’t be confirmed 
until next month, Harri-
son said.

“It depends on how you 
want to count in the high 
school students, doing 
dual enrollment. We’re 
still in the midst of re-en-
rolling those guys. We 
won’t have the final num-
bers until all the high 
school stuff is included,” 
he said.

For those reasons, the 
board tabled its monthly 
financial report until its 
Oct. 27 meeting.

 “Because we’re sorting 
out the start of the semes-
ter (enrollment), any (fi-
nancial figures) would 
have been for August, and 
there just isn’t much going 
on,” Harrison said.

The Gilbert impact 

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

GALIEN — Geoff and 
Susan Gilbert didn’t have to 
live long in Southwest 
Michigan to leave impres-
sive footprints.

They’ve been full-time 
Galien-area residents for 
only 10 years, but Susan 
had become a force in the 
League of Women Voters 
of Berrien & Cass Counties. 
Geoff served three years as 
board chairman for Fern-
wood Botanical Garden.

Now they’re moving on.
The couple will soon 

move to Portland, Ore., to 
be closer to family.

“It’s been a wonderful ex-
perience and a great place 
to live,” Susan Gilbert said 
of the years in Southwest 
Michigan.

They’re moving from 
their house on 30 acres 
southwest of Galien to a 
26th-floor condo in Port-
land. “We have a gorgeous 
view of the city, the river 
and Mount Hood,” she 
said.

Fernwood and the League 
of Women Voters will host 
a farewell reception for the 
Gilberts 4-6 p.m. Sunday at 
Fernwood. People interest-
ed in attending should call 

Fernwood at 695-6491 by 
today.

Susan’s time with the 
LWV includes five years as 
chapter president and time 
on its state board of direc-
tors. Geoff, also active with 
the league, served three 
years as chapter board 
chairman.

The Gilberts grew up in 
the Detroit area but spent 
most of their adult life in 
the Chicago area, where he 
was a lawyer and she was a 
law firm office manager. 

They first came to South-
west Michigan in 1992, 
bought land and built a 
home and moved there per-
manently in 2002 after their 
retirements.

The couple said that 
they’ll miss all the friends 
they’ve made. They won’t 
miss the snow, which is one 
reason why they picked 
Portland.

Susan Gilbert said her fa-
vorite Southwest Michigan 
memories include all the 
programs she’s been in-
volved with as an LWV 
member. During her tenure, 
the league sponsored public 
programs on the environ-
ment, energy, education and 
the operation of the gov-
ernment. The league 
brought in notable state and 
national speakers.

Among the most memo-
rable programs was a 2006 
Sunshine Week program in 
Three Oaks about openness 
in government. It resulted 

in her being contacted by a 
local FBI agent. 

“The agent called a week 
later. He didn’t like what the 
president of Common 
Cause said about the Patri-
ot Act,” she said.

The incident made local 
and national news, and Gil-
bert ended up getting a let-
ter of apology from the na-
tional FBI director. 

The couple’s activities 
have included her involve-

ment with Radio Harbor 
Country and his with the 
Lighthouse Chorus Barber-
shop Quartet. He further 
served on the Galien Town-
ship Board of Review.

They said they will wait 
to see what they want to do 
in Oregon, but Susan said 
she expects to stay involved 
with the League of Women 
Voters, an organization 
she’s been involved with 
since 1970.

Galien couple, active 
in community,  
moving to Oregon 

Debra Haight / HP correspondent

Susan and Geoff Gilbert, pictured outside their Galien Township 
house, are moving to Oregon. Susan has been a force for the 
League of Woman Voters of Berrien and Cass Counties. Geoff has 
been active at Fernwood Botanical Gardens. 

state Senate and State House 
district lines. The state Sen-
ate and House district lines 
in effect in the 2014 election 
produced results giving Re-
publicans a large majority 
in the Senate as well as a 
majority in the House, 
though 53 percent of the 
votes in state legislative rac-
es went to Democrats.

“The vast majority of dis-
tricts are not competitive,” 
she said. “If people are out-
numbered in their district, 
their vote doesn’t have much 
chance of making a differ-

ence. Maybe that’s why peo-
ple aren’t voting. They don’t 
have confidence that their 
vote has power.”

She said the effects of ger-
rymandering go beyond 
who wins an election to 
what policies are empha-
sized. 

“The priorities of the 
state budgets have changed 
between 2003 and 2013 in 
education, transportation, 
the environment, human 
services and civil rights,” she 
said.

She said a U.S. Supreme 
Court decision this year up-
holding the power of an in-
dependent commission in 
Arizona to draw legislative 

district boundaries “gives us 
hope.”

Michigan is one of 27 
states where the state legisla-
ture controls the drawing of 
legislative districts. Another 
17 states have an advisory 
commission that reports to 
the legislature. Six states, in-
cluding Arizona, have an 
independent commission.

Ennis said the redistrict-
ing process in Michigan can 
be changed by a vote of the 
people that begins with ei-
ther a vote of the legislature 
or a citizen petition. She 
said the League of Women 
Voters’ role is to educate 
people and not start a peti-
tion drive.

them programs,” Ivers said. 
“I think there’s eight other 
ISDs (intermediate school 
districts) that are being ac-
credited this year.”

The board last week hired 
five people, including Chris-
tina Martin of Baroda, 
who’ll earn $75,000 on a 
200-day contract as the dis-
trict’s new school improve-
ment facilitator.

“She’ll primarily be as-
signed to Benton Harbor 
Area Schools to improve 
student achievement,” Ivers 
said. 

Unlike other newly creat-

ed Berrien RESA positions, 
Martin’s job won’t come out 
of its budget, “but a region-
al assistance grant that we 
get from the state,” he said.

Martin comes to the dis-
trict from River Valley 
schools, where she’d worked 
as a K-2 special education 
teacher, elementary school 
teacher and reading inter-
ventionist since 2006, her 
resume shows.

She holds a bachelor of 
science degree in education 
from Indiana University, 
along with a master’s degree 
in language arts from West-
ern Michigan University – 
from which she also earned 
a special education endorse-
ment in learning disabilities.

Cheryl Lattak of St. Jo-
seph will earn $56,553 on a 
one-year contract as an off-
site teacher for Blossomland 
Learning Center, which 
means she’ll work with cog-
nitively impaired students in 
the River Valley School Dis-
trict, Ivers said. 

She previously worked as 
a special education teacher 
for Eau Claire Middle/High 
School since 2013.

The other new employees 
include paraprofessional 
Darlene Cerino, in the au-
tism program; Rachel Mc-
Caffrey, a teacher of autistic 
impaired students; and 
Nancy Sells, a school psy-
chologist. All are replace-
ment hires.

LMC
From page A3

RESA
From page A3
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Tri-City CROP 
Walk slated 
for Sunday
By HP STAFF

COLOMA — The 35th 
annual Tri-City CROP 
Walk will be Sunday at 
Jollay Orchards along Fri-
day Road near Coloma, 
organizers announced.

Participants can call 
Ronda Kaucher at 468-
3806 to sign up or make a 
donation or go to www.
c ro p w a l ko n l i n e. o r g / 
hartfordmi.

Registration at the event 
starts at 1:30 p.m., with 
the walk starting at 2 p.m.

Organizers have set a 
goal of  135 walkers to 
raise at least $10,035 to 
help stop hunger and pov-
erty in the community and 

around the world. An 
anonymous donor has 
pledged an additional 
$3.50 for every participant 
who raised at least $35.

One quarter of  the mon-
ey raised will be divided 
between the North Berrien 
Food Pantry for the Colo-
ma/Watervliet area and 
the Cooperating Minis-
tries Food Pantry for the 
Harford/Keeler area.

CROP (Communities 
Responding to Overcome 
Poverty) hunger walks 
help remind us of  the 
many people who walk 
long distances daily to ob-
tain water, food and/or 
firewood for their fami-
lies.

Lawmakers hint at changes 
after universities hike tuition

LANSING (AP) — 
Lawmakers hinted Thurs-
day at revising how Michi-
gan contains the cost of 
college tuition after two 
universities approved tu-
ition and fee hikes that are 
more than double a target 
included in the state bud-
get.

“The Legislature’s really 
going to take a look at uni-
versities gaming the sys-
tem,” Sen. Tonya Schuit-
maker, chairwoman of the 
Senate’s higher education 
budget subcommittee, told 
reporters after a joint hear-
ing with the House.

The leaders of Eastern 
Michigan and Oakland 
universities went before the 
panels to defend their re-
spective 7.8 percent and 8.5 
percent tuition and fee in-
creases instituted over the 
summer.

Exceeding the 3.2 per-
cent tuition increase limit 
outlined in the budget, to 
which 13 other state uni-
versities adhered, means 

the schools will not qualify 
for increased state funding 
in the fiscal year that starts 
next week – $1 million for 
Eastern, $1.2 million for 
Oakland. But they will col-
lect 10 times more than the 
lost boost in aid through 
their tuition and fee hikes.

Some Republicans on 
the GOP-controlled com-
mittees pushed the presi-
dents for better communi-
cation during the state 
budget process.

Schuitmaker, R-Lawton, 
said a more severe penalty 
could be coming in the 
2016-17 budget for univer-
sities that “blow by” tuition 
restraint caps. Another leg-
islator, she said, suggested 
to her that the state with-
hold performance-based 
funding from schools for 
two or three years instead 
of just one if they do not 
honor the limit. Wayne 
State University in 2013 
raised tuition by 8.9 per-
cent, well above that year’s 
cap.
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