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Elmo the police dog retires

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

BARODA — Within his 
fi rst month at work, then 
3-year-old Elmo hauled in 
enough cash to pay for 
himself.

Now, the 9-year-old 
drug-sniffi ng German shep-
herd who has been a part-
ner for six years to Baroda-
Lake Township Police 
Patrolman John Hopkins 
has retired.

Chief Shawn Martin said 
Elmo has been off  work for 
several weeks while being 
treated for heart worm. 

“Elmo did retire in Au-
gust. He did have heart 
worm,” Martin said. “We 
decided to retire him. John 
and Elmo have done an ex-
cellent job with drug en-
forcement and pulling 
drugs off  the highway.”

Heart worm is a parasitic 
roundworm that is spread 
from host to host through 
the mosquito bites. If  left 
untreated, heart worm in-
fection often results in 
death due to congestive 
heart failure.

Martin said the maker of 
Heartgard, the heart worm 
prevention medication the 
department purchased for 
Elmo, will foot the bill for 
the costly treatment.

Elmo was diagnosed with 
heart worm after a regular 
checkup July 30, and was 

retired Aug. 26, Martin 
said.

“He would have been off  
duty and confi ned or kept 
quiet for two to three 
months. We decided to re-
tire him,” the chief  said.

He said Hopkins will buy 
the dog from the depart-
ment for $1.

If  a K-9 handler or po-
lice dog retire from police 
work, the police depart-
ment they’ve worked for 
typically sells the dog to its 
handler because the dog 
typically will not bond with 
a new handler or owner.

Martin said the Baroda-
Lake Township Police De-
partment has no plans to 

buy a new police dog. 
“I’m moving my focus 

back into the community, 
and we will no longer ac-
tively patrol I-94,” the chief  
said.

He said the number of 
calls for service in the com-
munity so far this year is at 
2,133, compared to 2,203 
for all of last year.

“I want to put my focus 
back into the community,” 
Martin said.

Elmo put in his fi rst offi -
cial day on duty with Hop-
kins after the pair complet-
ed a 5-week training 
program at the Vohne Li-
che Kennels in Denver, 
Ind., in late September 

2009. The dog cost the de-
partment about $15,000, 
including the training.

Most of the dogs at Voh-
ne Liche Kennels come 
from overseas and are 
trained in foreign languag-
es. Hopkins gave Elmo his 
commands in Dutch, a lan-
guage most perpetrators in 
the United States couldn’t 
translate. After weeks of 
intense training together, a 
police dog and its handler 
share a virtually unbreak-
able bond by the time they 
go on the road.

During his fi rst month at 
work, Elmo sniffed out 
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By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

STEVENSVILLE — 
People living along and 
near Defay Road appeared 
satisfi ed Wednesday night 
with plans to close the trou-
bled road at the railroad 
crossing.

Nearly two dozen Lin-
coln Township residents, 
trustees and county road of-
fi cials gathered at Township 
Hall to discuss proposed 
changes for Defay.

“I think the majority of 
residents want to have the 
whole thing paved with a 
new train crossing, but 
that’s just not going to hap-
pen. It’s not feasible with 
the funding they’ve got,” 
said Jeff Hemsath, who 
owns a duplex on Fredonia 
Circle and can only get to 
that street from Defay. 
“This is the best solution 
and it resolves both drain-
age and road issues.”

For more than a decade, 
the dirt road has annoyed 
residents. After each heavy 
rain, the water washes grav-
el downhill, forcing the Ber-
rien County Road Commis-
sion to fi ll it back up and 

regrade it. A few residents 
who attended the meeting 
were unsatisfi ed with how 
long the road has been in 
this condition and voiced 
their concerns over when it 
would be fi xed.

As part of an informa-
tional meeting, road offi -
cials spoke with residents 
about their plans to pave 
the road, close it to through 
traffi c at the CSX Transpor-
tation grade crossing and 
create turnaround areas on 
both sides of the railroad 
tracks.

BCRC Managing Direc-
tor Louis Csokasy provided 
a design for the proposed 
change to the road. After 
taking comments from resi-
dents, Csokasy said the 
project’s next step is to get 
funding.

“This was a good start. 
Our next step is looking for 
funding,” he said. “We will 
start looking for funding in 
every form we can fi nd it. 
We are a non-tax authority, 
so we have to fi nd funding 
through other resources.”

There was no time frame 
given for when the project 

Road officials field 
questions about 
Defay Road changes

Whirlpool 
sale to help 
United Way
By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR 
— Whirlpool Corp. is sell-
ing some merchandise at a 
discount price this week-
end, and all proceeds go 
to charity.

The Overhauled, Old & 
Obsolete Appliance Liq-
uidation Sale is planned 
for Saturday and Sunday 
with proceeds going to-
ward the 2015 employee 
United Way campaign.

The sale, which is open 
to the public, will include 
Maytag, Amana, Kitchen-
Aid and Whirlpool brand 
ovens, ranges, refrigera-
tors, dishwashers, washers 
and dryers at signifi cant 
savings. All products will 
be covered by a one-year 
warranty.

For this sale, Whirlpool 
will offer close to 200 ap-
pliances – about three 
semi-truck loads.

“Many of  our brands 
have products used for 
trade shows or photogra-
phy that have never been 
used and are simply sitting 
in warehouses,” said Angie 
Seger, senior manager of 
Corporate Communica-
tions for the North Amer-

ican Region. “This sale is 
a great way for us to clear 
out space in the warehous-
es while also contributing 
to a good cause.”

Seger said the idea came 
out of  Whirlpool’s United 
Way Employee Leader-
ship Team – a group of 
people from across the 
Twin Cities that volunteer 
to work on the annual 
United Way campaign.

Whirlpool’s supply 
chain staff  – a part of  the 
leadership team – knew 
about the unused invento-
ry. The idea to sell it as a 
United Way fundraiser 
came from the leadership 
team. 

The sale hours are 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday. The sale will 
be in the Center for Part-
ner Development building 
at 1800 Paw Paw Ave.

All products purchased 
will need to be picked up 
Saturday or Sunday as 
there is no delivery service. 
Cash and credit cards are 
accepted for payment. 
Seger said Whirlpool has 
had internal sales like this 
before, but never ones that 
involved United Way.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

Proceeds from appliance liquidation sale 
will go toward charitable campaign

CELEBRATING MONTESSORI

Baroda-Lake Twp. 
officers will spend 
less time on I-94, 
police chief says

BARODA

HP file photo

The Baroda-Lake Township Police Department has retired its dog Elmo, seen walking with partner 
Patrolman John Hopkins through the halls of Emmanuel Church School in Bridgman in April 2013.

Tony Wittkowski / HP staff

Berrien County Road Commission Managing Director Louis 
Csokasy, right, shows a few Lincoln Township residents what 
changes they plan to make to Defay Road.

LINCOLN TWP.

Don Campbell / HP staff 

Toddler instructor Sara Leary leads children on a Peace Walk for Montessori Education on Wednesday at the Great Lakes 
Montessori School at the Blue Roof Church in St. Joseph Township. The walk is one of several events the school is holding 
this week to celebrate Montessori school education. Today features a noon balloon release at the school.

Crowded field for LMC president

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Seventy-three candidates 
say they’re ready to succeed 
Lake Michigan College 
President Bob Harrison, 
but the fi nal fi eld won’t be-
come clearer until late next 
month.

An 18-member search 
committee led by LMC 
Board President Mary Jo 
Tomasini is doing a prelimi-
nary review of the resumes, 
which include two from 
outside the U.S., she said.

“We’re pleased that we 
had that many candidates,” 
Tomasini said. “I thought 
we would get maybe 50. The 
search fi rm said that there’d 
be a signifi cant infl ux at the 
end, and they were right.”  

Applicants had until 

Sept. 14 to apply to succeed 
Harrison, who’s retiring in 
December. He’s led LMC 
since 2009.

“We have a really great 
candidate pool with a good 
mix of traditional and non-
traditional backgrounds,” 
she said.

The next major step 
comes Oct. 1. The search 
committee and LMC’s con-
sultant, Future Manage-
ment Systems of Beverly, 
Mass., will begin determin-
ing the most viable semi-fi -
nalists.

“They’ll be reviewing re-
sumes and see how they 
compare to the criteria we 
set out – the characteristics 
that we’re looking for in our 
next leader,” Tomasini said. 
“I’m hoping that it’s fi ve or 
six, at the most, that would 
be highly qualifi ed and meet 
the criteria that we’ve set 
out.”

The criteria includes a re-
cord of successful leader-

ship; progressive experience 
in senior administration; an 
ability to work with large 
budgets, and raise funds; 
and a readiness to work ac-
tively with local business, 
civic and community lead-
ers, according to the col-
lege’s website.

Future Management has 
already begun background 
checks and weeding out un-
qualifi ed candidates, 
Tomasini said.

“I don’t remember the 
number, but there were a 
few that didn’t follow the 
process. There were people 
that didn’t do the (required) 
writing sample, and didn’t 
submit references,” Tomasi-

ni said. “So they’re sorting 
through all of those 
things.”

For those reasons, Tomas-
ini said, the committee 
might need to work past the 
Oct. 5 deadline listed on 
LMC’s website for identify-
ing semi-fi nalists. 

Once it fi nishes that work, 
the committee would choose 
two or three fi nalists by the 
end of October, Tomasini 
said.

Interviews and site visits 
with the top candidates 
would follow.

“There are resumes that 
are a half-inch thick. It’s not 

Search team ponders 
73 applications

See BARODA, page B2

See PRESIDENT, page B2

See DEFAY ROAD, page B2

We have a really great candidate pool with a 
good mix of traditional and non-traditional 
backgrounds.

MARY JO TOMASINI
Lake Michigan College board president, on the search 
to replace outgoing LMC President Bob Harrison
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Each week, The Herald-Pal-
ladium publishes photos and 
information about people 
from the area who are want-
ed on outstanding warrants 
for various alleged felonies. 
Listed below are the name, 
last known community of res-
idence and charges for each 
of the suspects. The Berrien 
County Sheriff’s Department 
and Crime Stoppers are pro-
viding the information.

WANTED IN 
SOUTHWEST 
MICHIGAN

Jonathan Wade

Jonathan Javar Wade 
(Benton Harbor): Assault by 
strangulation, larceny in a 
building

Angela Johnson

Angela Jeanine Johnson 
(Niles): Assault on a police 
officer.

Chase Miles

Chase Quantel Miles 
(Benton Harbor): Unarmed 
robbery.

Christopher Doss

Christopher Maurice Doss 
(Benton Harbor): Assault by 
strangulation, domestic vio-
lence – third offense.

Crime Stoppers will pay $100 for 
information that leads to the arrest of 
any of these people. Callers don’t need 
to leave a name but will be assigned 
a code number. Call 1-800-342-STOP 
or 288-STOP. This information comes 
from Crime Stoppers and the Berrien 
County Sheriff’s Department. All war-
rants must be reconfirmed before an 
arrest. To comment on the accuracy of 
this information, call 269-983-7141, 
ext. 4711.

would begin, as road officials 
have to wait until funding 
comes along.

The main problem for De-
fay is water management, 
Csokasy said. Because the 
gravel road has such a steep 
grade, erosion makes it diffi-
cult for motorists.

Csokasy said the road 
commission is considering 
closing the road on either side 
of the railroad crossing be-
cause it would be safer for 
oncoming traffic. By paving 
the gravel portion of Defay 
Road, the amount of traffic 
would increase at an un-
guarded railroad crossing 
that is at the bottom of a hill.

Defay’s traffic count is 
about 130 vehicles a day.

When asked if the railroad 
company can help fund the 
project, Csokasy said they 
normally don’t get involved 
because they are considered 
a federally regulated entity. 
Defay is a county road and 
would remain so after being 
closed off to the crossing.

“We have not approached 
the railroad, but any time 
you talk to the railroad about 
closing a road at a crossing 
they tend to be positive about 
it,” Csokasy said. “I think we 
have a good plan, I really 
do.”

The road commission has 
looked at several options, 
but chose to pave the road 
because the project would 
cost the least.

The proposed project 
would cost an estimated 
$83,000, Csokasy said. The 
alternate option of paving 
the entire road and installing 
a gate at the railroad cross-
ing would cost $200,000. It 
would also add to what the 
county pays each year for 
maintenance.

Township Supervisor Dick 
Stauffer addressed residents’ 
concerns about access to the 
portion of Defay furthest 
from Red Arrow Highway.

“I’ve checked with fire, 
I’ve checked with the police, 
I’ve checked with Medic 1, 
and they all felt this can be 
easily managed and have no 
impact on safety whatsoev-
er,” he said.

DEFAY ROAD
From page B1

like reviewing single-page re-
sumes,” Tomasini said. “We 
don’t do this very often, so 
that makes the process dif-
ferent. I can’t tell you, for the 
last 30 years, we’ve always 
done it this way.”

Harrison said it’s not sur-
prising to see interest from 
outside the U.S.

“I’ve not looked at the 
applications, but there are 
people that move around 
between this country and 
other countries. If  they 
want to get back into the 
U.S. proper, this would be a 
great spot to do it,” he said.

The board wants to 
choose a new president by 

Dec.1 and have that person 
in place by Jan. 1, accord-
ing to the college’s website.

The other trustees on the 
committee are Vice Chair-
man Michael Lindley and 
Treasurer Judy Truesdell.

Among the other mem-
bers are Bertrand Crossing 
campus Executive Dean 
Barbara Craig, Marketing 
Director Candice Elders, 
Student Life and Housing 
Director Pam McVay and 
Athletic Director Doug 
Schaffer.   

The committee has three 
community members:  
LMC’s co-president of the 
Student Senate, Caroline 
Amy; South Haven City 
Manager Brian Dissette; 
and Otis Joseph, alumni 
representative.

drugs in a Ziploc bag and 
$16,014 stashed in a Vic-
toria’s Secret bag in one 
traffic stop on I-94, and 
hauled in drugs and 
$90,035 in another stop.

A K-9 handler, armed 
with his or her trained 
dog, can search a stopped 
vehicle without a warrant 
if  the dog indicates prob-
able cause for a search. 
The vehicle has to have 
been stopped for a legiti-
mate reason, such as a 
traffic violation or having 
missing or malfunction-
ing equipment. 

Money that is believed 
to be related to drugs can 
be seized under civil for-
feiture law and helps po-
lice agencies fund the 
purchase, training and 
care of a search dog.

In a 2013 interview, 
Hopkins said Elmo had 
long-since earned his 
keep, helping haul in nu-
merous hits involving 
drugs and/or money 
worth more than $100,000 
each. 

He also visited schools 
over the years to demon-
strate his search skills to 
children.

His reward – a tennis 
ball to play with and, with 
a little luck and a lot of 
good care, a long and 
happy retirement.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

BARODA
From page B1

Man jailed after standoff
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

PAW PAW — A Paw 
Paw-area man is charged 
with holding two people at 
knifepoint and then barri-
cading himself from police 
Tuesday.

Van Buren County Sher-
iff’s Sgt. Jim Charon said 
the man held his father and 
his father’s girlfriend 
against their will, according 
to another media report.

The victims were visiting 
the man’s house on 24th 
Street near Mattawan in 

Antwerp Township when 
the incident occurred, Sgt. 
Dan Abbott said.

They were able to escape 
the house through a win-
dow and called 911.

But after they escaped, 
the suspect, 36, barricaded 
himself in the house and 
held police at bay for more 
than an hour.

A sheriff’s deputy sus-
tained a minor injury while 
taking the man into custo-
dy, police said.

The victims called 911 
shortly before 4 p.m. to re-
port the incident. They also 

noted the suspect had 
slashed two tires on their 
car.

Abbott said the incident 
occurred after the suspect 
accused the victims of tak-
ing his keys.

Police released no 
names.

Anyone with information 
on the incident should call 
the sheriff’s department at 
657-3101; Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-342-7867; Silent 
Observer at 343-2100; or a 
local police agency.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

VAN BUREN COUNTY PRESIDENT
From page B1
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Are you caring for a senior or are you 
a senior caring for another adult?
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Wednesday, September 30th

5:30 @ Lakeshore High School

adnum=60667146


