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LOCAL & STATE

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — The 
month of October has Cas-
sandra Lopez seeing pink.

And readers may see a 
lot more of it, too – on the 
bottom of people’s shoes.

Lopez, owner of Gagli-
ardo Shoe Repair at 810 
Highland Ave. in St. Jo-
seph, plans on getting her 
customers to not only save 
their soles, but help save 
lives in the process.

“We will donate 10 per-
cent of the proceeds from 
all of the pink heels and 
soles we put on in October 
to breast cancer research,” 
Lopez said. “Our custom-
ers can make a statement 
by wearing their pink soles 
and heels and, together, 
we can support the re-
search to fi nd a cure.”

The pink soles come as 

part of Repair with Pink – 
an initiative launched by 
Shoe Repair International.

For the Repair with Pink 
program, Gagliardo Shoe 
Repair has pink heels and 
protective soles available 
for both women’s and 
men’s shoes.

“One in eight women 
will be diagnosed with 
breast cancer during their 
lifetime,” Lopez said. “By 
repairing with pink, both 
women and men can show 
solidarity and support the 
grandmothers, mothers, 
sisters, daughters, wives 
and friends who have 
fought and continue to 
fi ght breast cancer.”

With this being the in-
augural year for the breast 
cancer-fi ghting program, 
Lopez said she jumped at 
the chance to help.

Lopez’s business partner, 
Lisa Hubbs, said they have 

already had one customer 
order pink heel caps. The 
offered pink protective 
oversole is permanent, giv-
ing the shoe more grip on 
either men’s or women’s 
shoes. The material is the 
same, just a different color.

Hubbs said they have re-
ceived a lot of attention 
after putting up signs for 
the pink soles last week.

“We had a woman who 
came in earlier this week that 
said she was literally going 
to go and buy a pair of shoes 

to be able to put (pink soles) 
on,” Hubbs said.

With more than 50 shops 
in the country participat-
ing in the Repair with Pink 
program, Lopez said they 
are one of three Michigan 
shops taking part. The oth-
er two are in the Detroit 
region. The effort has even 
stretched beyond this coun-
try’s borders, appearing in 
shoe repair shops in the 
Netherlands and Sweden.

Saving soles

Don Campbell / HP staff 

Top: Cassandra Lopez, owner of Gagliardo Shoe Repair in St. Joseph, demonstrates how customers can have pink soles added 
to their heels and shoes in honor of October, Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Bottom: A sample of the bright pink people will 
notice in coming weeks.

Gagliardo Shoe Repair is donating 10 
percent of sales for ‘Repair with Pink’

Econ Club sets lineup
By HP STAFF

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— The Economic Club of 
Southwestern Michigan 
will welcome the co-found-
er of  Apple Computer, 
four Pulitzer Prize-winning 
writers and the fi rst wom-
an U.S. Secretary of  State 
to its 2015-16 speakers se-
ries at Lake Michigan Col-
lege’s Mendel Center.

“We’re very excited 
about this year’s lineup of 
speakers,” said Michael 
Cook, president of  The 

E c o n o m i c 
Club of 
Southwester 
M i c h i g a n . 
“We are 
bringing six 
of  the most 
i n f l u e n t i a l 
men and 
women in 
America to 
this community. People 
who shape how we work, 
what we read and how we 
understand national and 
world issues.” 

Steve Wozniak, co-

founder of  Apple Com-
puter Inc., is the fi rst guest, 
Tuesday, Oct. 20. 

Others on the roster in-
clude Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning political columnists 

George Will and Charles 
Krauthammer; Pulitzer 
Prize-winning historians 
Doris Kearns Goodwin 
and David McCullough; 
and former U.S. Secretary 

of  State Mad-
eleine Al-
bright.

Silicon Val-
ley icon Steve 
Wozniak has 
significantly 
shaped how 
we work and 
communicate. 
With his Ap-

ple I invention he and Steve 
Jobs co-founded Apple 
Computer in 1976. A year 
later, his Apple II was inte-
gral in launching the per-
sonal computer industry. 

George Will will address 
The Club Wednesday, 
Nov. 4. The writer is the 
nation’s most widely read 
political columnist. His 
syndicated, twice-weekly 
Washington Post column 
appears in nearly 475 
newspapers in the U.S. 
and Europe. He’s a regu-
lar commentator on Fox’s 
daytime and primetime 
news programming and is 
a prolifi c author. 

Closing up the fall 

On tap: Apple co-founder 
and four Pulitzer 
Prize winners

Donor funds 
scholarships 
for youth 
choir
By HP STAFF

ST. JOSEPH — An anon-
ymous donor through the 
Berrien Community Foun-
dation is setting up a 
$250,000 endowment fund 
to help members of All 
God’s Children Community 
Choir attend college.

Teen chorus members 
learned of the donation af-
ter their performance dur-
ing the foundation’s 63rd 
annual meeting and celebra-
tion Wednesday at the Heri-
tage Museum and Cultural 
Center in St. Joseph.

“The donor wanted to 
help these talented and giv-
ing kids further their educa-
tion,” BCF President Lisa 
Cripps-Downey stated in a 
press release. “They also 
wanted to encourage the 
students to reach back and 
help someone else.”

The scholarship, which is 
up to $10,000 over four 
years, is for choir members 
who demonstrate fi nancial 
need. 

She said the scholarship 
encourages the students to 
pay back up to half of the 
scholarship over time after 
graduation from college.

“These kids give of their 
time and talent so freely,” 
she stated. “They deserve 
the support, and I believe 
they understand the impor-
tance of giving back.”

The scholarship will start 
in 2016 and for the fi rst year 
will be open to recent high 
school graduates and for-
mer and current choir mem-
bers who meet require-
ments.

All God’s Children Com-
munity Choir is a mulitra-
cial, multicultural group of 
children and teens ages 4 to 
18. They come from 10 dif-
ferent communities in 
Southwest Michigan.

In addition, the founda-
tion announced the winners 
of the Golden Acorn 
awards, which are given for 
excellence in several areas. 
The organizations receive 
the award plus $1,000 to-
wards their program. This 
year’s winners are:

■ Healing Paws, which 
received the Volunteerism 
Golden Acorn Award. 
Healing Paws uses volun-
teer handlers and dogs to 
provide therapy for patients 
in hospitals and nursing 
homes. Volunteers spend 
countless hours training 
their dogs in preparation 
for the hours spent in thera-
py. The organization has 
also started doing training 
for children with autism.

■ Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Berrien and Cass Coun-
ties received the Communi-
ty Improvement Golden 
Acorn Award. The organi-
zation spends a lot of time 
matching people with boys 
and girls so they stay to-
gether to make a long-term 
investment into the child’s 
future success.

BERRIEN COUNTYFormer 
Howard 
Twp. worker 
pleads guilty 
to theft
By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

CASSOPOLIS — Former 
Howard Township offi ce as-
sistant Christine Mahar 
pleaded guilty Thursday to 
an embezzlement charge at a 
scheduled pre-exam confer-
ence in Cass County District 
Court.

Cass County Prosecutor 
Victor Fitz reported that 
Mahar pleaded guilty as 
charged to one cournt of 
embezzlement by a public 
offi cial over $50. The plea 
was accepted by District 
Judge Stacey Rentfrow. 

Fitz said the embezzle-
ment charge carries a maxi-
mum penalty of 10 years in 
prison or a $5,000 fi ne. He 
said Chief Assistant Prose-
cutor Frank Machnik repre-
sented the prosecutor’s offi ce 
and there was no plea agree-
ment.

Sentencing will be in front 
of Cass Circuit Judge Mi-
chael Dodge at a later date.

Mahar, 45, of Ironwood 
Drive in Niles was arraigned 
last week on the embezzle-
ment charge after a Michi-
gan State Police investigation 
in August. 

Mahar worked in the 
township offi ce for 12 years. 

Mourning 
the loss 
of Tim 
Summerhill
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

HARTFORD — The 
Hartford school board lost 
a member this week.

T r u s t e e 
Tim Sum-
merhill Sr. 
died Mon-
day. He was 
elected to the 
board in No-
vember 2010 
and his term 
runs through 
the end of 
2016.

The memorial service 
will be held at 11 a.m. 
Saturday in the High 
School gym, with the 
viewing from 9 to 11 
a.m., Superintendent 
Andy Hubbard said. 
Burial will follow at Ma-
ple Hill Cemetery.

Tim and his wife, Lisa, 
have raised several chil-
dren who attended Hart-
ford schools. Three of  the 
children are Hartford 
High School graduates, 
while the youngest is a 
girl in eighth-grade, Hub-
bard said.

Area police, fire agencies favor 
survivor medical benefits idea
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

PAW PAW — Repre-
sentatives of  several area 
police and fire depart-
ments Thursday held a 
press conference to sup-
port a proposed state law 
to grant medical benefits 
to survivors of  fallen po-
lice officers or firefight-
ers.

The Van Buren County 
Sheriff ’s Department 
hosted the event at its 
administrative offices in 
Paw Paw. Also attending 
were representatives of 
the Berrien County Sher-

iff ’s Department, Paw 
Paw police and the South 
Haven and Bangor fire 
departments.

Senate Bill 218 was re-
cently passed and is now 
being reviewed by the 
state House Appropria-
tions Committee. The 
bill was first introduced 
two years ago and passed 
by the House, but was 
never approved as law.

Currently, there is no 
uniform laws related to 
the medical benefits for 
survivors of  a police of-
ficer, firefighter or medi-
cal responder who dies. 
The state police and cit-

ies of  Grand Rapids and 
Detroit do offer those 
family benefits, however.

“This is very impor-
tant,” Van Buren County 
Sheriff  Dale Gribler 
said. “We want to make 
sure we keep this (pro-
posal) rekindled.”

Paw Paw Police Chief 
Eric Marshall said there 
is an average of  only five 
deaths per year that 
would be covered by the 
law.

“If  it’s a matter of 
money, it’s not a lot of 
money,” Marshall said.

Too often, once the fu-
neral is over, the families 

of  lost public safety of-
ficials are forgotten, said 
Ron Wise, chief  of  the 
South Haven Area Emer-
gency Services.

“After day three, after 
the funeral, people kind 
of  forget (about the fam-
ily). It’s a very big hard-
ship on the family. We 
want to be able to look 
after them,” Wise said. 
“Everyone one of  us have 
had a situation where we 
almost didn’t come 
home. It’s one big family. 
We all look out for one 
another.”

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 
932-0357, Twitter @HPLersten
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session, Charles Krautham-
mer will speak Wednesday, 
Nov. 18. Krauthammer’s 
Washington Post column 
(which runs Sundays in The 
Herald-Palladium) won a 
Pulitzer Prize in 1987 and 
he’s now syndicated in 400 
newspapers worldwide. He 
also gives nightly commen-
tary on Fox’s evening news 
program, “Special Report 
with Bret Baier.” His latest 
book, “Things That Matter: 
Three Decades of Passions, 
Pastimes and Politics,” was 
a No, 1 New York Times 

best seller.  
Doris Kearns Goodwin 

will open the spring ses-
sion Wednesday, April 20. 
Her books, including 
“Team of  Rivals: The Po-
litical Genius of  Abraham 
Lincoln” and “The Bully 
Pulpit: Theodore 
Roosevelt, William How-
ard Taft, and the Golden 
Age of  Journalism,” have 
been described as deftly 
putting readers “right in 
the room” as history oc-
curs. 

On May 18, David Mc-
Cullough will join The 
Club. The two-time Pu-
litzer Prize-winning au-
thor has written 10 ac-

claimed books that cover 
topics such as John Ad-
ams, Harry S. Truman 
and most recently the 
Wright Brothers. 

The series will conclude 
with Madeleine Albright 
on June 9. Albright was 
the first female U.S. Sec-
retary of  State from 1997-
2001. She is also the re-
cipient of  America’s 
highest civilian honor, the 
U.S. Medal of  Freedom. 
During her service, her 
candor strengthened 
America’s alliances, ad-
vocated for democracy 
and human rights and 
championed American 
trade and business, labor 

and environmental stan-
dards abroad. 

The Economic Club 
meetings are open to 
members only. Cook said 
membership renewal is 
now open for Upton Hall 
and Mainstage Auditori-
um members until noon, 
Oct. 12. New member-
ships also are available 
this year and interested 
people are encouraged to 
sign up by noon, Oct. 12 
at www.TheEconClub.
com.

For information about 
The Economic Club visit 
the website, email info@
TheEconClub.com or call 
982-6010.

ECON CLUB
From page A3

■ Deer Creek Open Spac-
es received the Innovation 
Golden Acorn Award. The 
organization began a mas-
sive fund drive to secure a 
perpetual conservation 
easement for the wooded 
property behind Tower Hill 
Camp, which was going to 
be logged. The easement is 
between Tower Hill Camp 
and Lake Michigan and 
will forever be open for 
families to hike and enjoy.

■ The Berrien County 
Council for Children re-
ceived the Overall Excel-

lence Golden Acorn Award 
for expanding the Chil-
dren’s Assessment Center 
to handle the growing 
number of police agencies 
and families needing its 
services to interview chil-
dren following an accusa-
tion of sexual abuse. 

In addition, the Assess-
ment Center provides free 
counseling for children and 
their families. Since the 
center opened its doors, 
the number of children us-
ing its services has in-
creased 742 percent.

For more information 
about the foundation, call 
983-3486 or visit www. 
berriencommunity.org.

SCHOLARSHIP
From page A3

The felony charge of em-
bezzlement by a public offi-
cial covers actions not only 
by elected officials but also 
of agents or servants of 
someone holding public of-
fice.

Howard Township Su-
pervisor Craig Bradfield 
said last week Mahar’s 
embezzlement was discov-
ered Aug. 1 by the town-
ship treasurer and deputy 
clerk. 

“They were the ones 
who found the discrepan-
cies, and when we realized 
that it was more than cleri-
cal errors, we went to the 
Michigan State Police,” he 
said.

Bradfield said Mahar was 

fired a short later. 
He said it appears that 

the embezzlement began in 
2014 and continued this 
year.

Detective Sgt. Fabian Su-
arez said the investigation 
showed that the bulk of the 
money Mahar took was 
from funds collected for hall 
and shelter 

rentals and for insurance 
reimbursement. 

The township didn’t 
provide health insurance 
but helped defray employ-
ees’ costs for getting their 
own insurance. Mahar 
took the money when she 
did not have health insur-
ance, though she provided 
paperwork showing that 
she did.

He said the motive ap-
pears to be not having 
enough money to pay bills.

THEFT
From page A3

Lopez said if  enough 
people wear these pink 
soles, it may start a much-
needed conversation.

“Hopefully more will 
come do this,” she said. 

“It’s a way to increase 
breast cancer awareness 
because it’s a constant 
problem. This is a nice way 
to remind people.”

For more information 
about Repair with Pink, visit 
www.repairwithpink.com.

Contact: twittkowski@thehp.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

PINK
From page A3

Hubbard said Summerhill 
will be missed on the board, 
and in the community.

“He was very active 
with our recreation coun-
cil in town, as well as the 
schools,” Hubbard said. 
“He was a good, dedicat-
ed board member.”

By law, the school board 

has 30 days to fill a board 
vacancy. The district will 
advertise the position next 
week. Whoever is ap-
pointed will serve through 
the end of  Summerhill’s 
term, Hubbard said.

Funeral arrangements 
are being handled by 
Calvin Funeral Home. 
Those wishing to leave 
memorial condolences 
online can go to www.
calvin-leonardfh.com.

SUMMERHILL
From page A3

IN BRIEF
Apple Fest set for 
Saturday in Bangor

BANGOR — Satur-
day’s Bangor Apple Fes-
tival will include a mo-
torcycle show this year, 
along with the car show, 
vendors and library book 
sale.

Festival Chairman Lu-
cas Koenig said a few 
blocks of  Monroe Street 
downtown will be blocked 
for the festival. The car 
show will be from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., and the motor-
cycle show will be from 
noon to 5 p.m. The library 
book sale will go from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. There will 
also be food, arts and 
crafts vendors downtown.

Humane Society 
fundraiser Saturday

SOUTH HAVEN — 
Today is the last day to 
buy tickets for the “Ales 
and Tails” fundraiser for 
the Al-Van Humane So-
ciety in South Haven.

The Oktoberfest-
themed event will be Sat-
urday at the Laketown 
Conference Center in 
Saugatuck. A social hour 
starts at 6 p.m., followed 
by a German buffet, live 
entertainment and auc-
tion. Tickets are $80 and 
are available at the Deca-
dent Dogs store in down-
town South Haven; Al-
Van animal shelter in 
South Haven; and at the 
society’s website, www. 
al-van.org.

Unoccupied car  
shot nine times  
BENTON HARBOR 
— Police responded to 
a shooting in Benton 
Harbor early Wednesday 
morning.

Acting Benton Harbor 
Public Safety Director 
Dan McGinnis said the 
incident took place with-

in the 900 block of 
Lavette Ave. at about 4 
a.m. and stemmed from a 
domestic argument be-
tween boyfriend and girl-
friend.

The boyfriend, Ta-
marko Wilson, left the 
residence after the argu-
ment and shot the unoc-
cupied vehicle of  the vic-
tim nine times before 
fleeing, police reported.

Benton Harbor detec-
tives located, interviewed 
and arrested the suspect 
for assault with a danger-
ous weapon, felony fire-
arm, carrying a concealed 
weapon and malicious 
destruction of  property.

Wilson was placed in 
the Berrien County Jail 
without incident.

Valor Training Center 
holds open house

BANGOR — An Open 
House Fundraiser for 
Valor Training Center in 
Bangor will be from 1-5 
p.m. Sept. 26.

The nonprofit center 
was recently opened by 
John Michael McCor-
mack, who suffered a 
traumatic brain injury 
and almost died in U.S. 
Navy training in Califor-
nia in 2012.

The open house will in-
clude a flag raising cere-
mony, food, Hispanic 
American Council Danc-
ers, door prizes and pre-
sentations. RSVP to Mc-
Cormack at jm@
valortrainingcenter.org 
or call 363-8166.

The physical fitness fa-
cility will help youth and 
veterans in customized 
programs that feature 12 
workout stations. By next 
year, the facility will in-
clude an 8.5-acre mili-
tary-style obstacle 
course.

For more information, 
visit www.valortraining 
center.org.

Bridgman sets fall cleanup
By JANET HAYES
HP Correspondent 

BRIDGMAN — Bridg-
man has set its fall cleanup 
regime and is reminding 
residents leaf and brush 
burning is banned.

Leaves bagged in biode-
gradable bags will be picked 
up on first and third Mon-
days until the first measurable 

snow, the city announced. 
Residents can rake leaves 

to the curb, where they will 
be picked up with the city 
leaf vacuum Mondays, Oct. 
19 and 26 and Nov. 2, 9 and 
16. City workers will begin 
on the east side and com-
plete one pass per week 
through the city.

Brush pick-up will be the 
first and third Tuesdays un-

til the first measurable snow. 
City crews will spend no 
more than 15 minutes at 
each property and residents 
are asked to limits materials 
to yard waste.

Large trash items will be 
picked up Wednesdays, Oct. 
14 and 21. Freon must be 
removed and so tagged. 
Tires, construction material 
and items larger than a re-

frigerator are not accepted. 
Pick-ups of extra-large 
items, for a fee, can be ar-
ranged by calling Republic 
Services at 465-3733.

To dispose of hazardous 
items, residents are asked to 
consult Berrien County’s 
website at www.berrien 
county.org/recycle or call the 
County’s Environmental Spe-
cialist at 983-7111, Ext. 8234.

Balanced budget amendment bill approved
By DAVID EGGERT
Associated Press

LANSING — Michigan 
could become the fifth state 
to approve legislation calling 
for a constitutional conven-
tion to pass a federal bal-
anced budget amendment.

The Republican-led Senate 
voted 26-11 along party lines 
Thursday to join the Compact 
for America. The legislation is 
an effort backed by conserva-
tive lawmakers and is among 

three different proposals seek-
ing a constitutional conven-
tion circulating in statehouses.

The bill, which was sent 
to the GOP-controlled 
House, calls for a national 
convention on a balanced 
budget amendment when at 
least three-fourths, or 38, 
states become members of 
the compact. The intent is 
to have the resulting conven-
tion hold a single vote on 
pre-approved language to 
keep delegates from expand-

ing to myriad issues beyond 
the federal budget. Under 
this system, there would be 
no need for a second round 
of state ratifications.

“With the ongoing finan-
cial crisis and political grid-
lock in Washington, D.C., 
there is no more appropri-
ate time for us to act other 
than now,” said the spon-
sor, Republican Sen. Mike 
Green of Mayville.

Forty-nine states have a 
balanced budget requirement, 

but Congress does not.
The proposed amendment 

would keep federal spending 
from exceeding revenues un-
less the excess amount is fi-
nanced exclusively by debt 
issued in “strict conformity” 
with provisions outlined in 
the measure. The debt ceiling 
could not be raised unless a 
majority of state legislatures 
concur, and the president’s 
failure to enforce debt limits 
would be an impeachable 
misdemeanor.
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