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WWI cannon stolen from VFW post
By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— A valued World War I 
veteran has been taken 
away from a VFW post.

Robert Williams, adju-
tant quartermaster of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 1137 on Napier Ave-
nue in Benton Township, 
reported that a vintage 
WWI cannon was stolen 
sometime between Tuesday 
and Wednesday morning.

“Our fear is the scrap 
yard,” Williams said of the 
cannon’s possible fate. 
“Who’s going to put it in 
their yard?”

VFW Post 1137 has been 
closed since October, but 
the property is regularly 
checked by police, and a 
yard man comes around to 
cut the grass, Williams 
said.

The cannon has been on 
display since the post moved 
to 2616 E. Napier Ave. in 
1976, and was a fixture 
when the post was on Fair 
Avenue. Williams’ daugh-

ter, Michelle Collins, re-
members playing on it as a 
kid.

The cannon saw service 
overseas during the Great 
War, Williams said. 

“That was why we were 
so proud of it,” he said. 
“The cannon was a veter-
an.”

He described it as be-
tween 12- and 14-feet long, 
with a heavy metal barrel 
and wooden spokes on the 
wheels. It sat on a concrete 
slab and wasn’t bolted 
down. It does not have a fir-
ing pin, Williams said.

Williams speculated that 
it was hauled away on a 
trailer. He said post mem-
bers were afraid to move it 
out of fear of breaking the 
wooden spokes.

The cannon was still in 
place when the yard man 
showed up Tuesday morn-
ing, Williams said. When 
Williams came to the post 
around 11:30 a.m. Wednes-
day, he didn’t immediately 
notice that the cannon was 

Stock market decline 
considered long overdue

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Speculation has been cir-
cling the U.S. stock market 
after it began its rapid de-
cline last week.

U.S. stocks suffered their 
worst losses in four years at 
the end of a bruising week, 
as growing concerns about 
China’s economy pushed 
shares in the U.S. and Eu-
rope into what money man-
agers call a “correction.”

Edward Jones financial 
advisor Bryan Tutton, 
whose work is based in Ben-
ton Harbor, said the de-
crease in stock value was a 
long time coming as a result 
of an extended bull market.

“It’s been several years 
since we had a normal cor-
rection,” Tutton said. “We 
won’t know what this is un-
til it’s over. In a normal en-

vironment, this would be a 
normal correction.”

Since the early 1900s, the 
U.S. stock market has had 
an average of three 5 per-
cent corrections and one 10 
percent correction per year. 
These corrections require a 
trigger to set them off to 
level out what the market 
had gained. The Chinese 
stock market devaluation 
could have been one of the 
triggers.

Having a 10 percent drop 
each year is considered a 
normal thing, Tutton said. 
However, the U.S. has not 
experienced a true 10 per-
cent correction in about 
three years.

With the 2008-09 finan-
cial crisis remaining fresh 
on everyone’s mind, advi-
sors have been calling for 

It’s good to be the president

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Judging by resumes, 
there’s no lack of interest 
in becoming Lake Michi-
gan College’s next presi-
dent – whom board mem-
bers hope to hire by Dec. 
1.

The college has received 
29 resumes from candidates 
wanting to succeed Bob 
Harrison – and it expects 
many more by the Sept. 14 
deadline, board President 
Mary Jo Tomasini said fol-
lowing Tuesday’s meeting.

“We’ve got a really great 
internal candidate (in vice 
president of student ser-
vices, Clint Gabbard), and 
the search committee is en-
gaged. So the process is 
well underway,” she said.

Tomasini chairs of the 

18-member committee, 
which will oversee the 
search to replace Harrison, 
who’s retiring in December, 
after leading the college 
since 2009. 

Other board members 
include board Vice Chair-
man Michael Lindley and 
Treasurer Judy Truesdell.

Other key members are 
Bertrand Crossing’s execu-
tive dean, Barbara Craig; 
Candice Elders, director of 
marketing; student life and 
housing director Pam 
McVay; and athletic direc-
tor Doug Schaffer.   

The committee has three 
community members, in-
cluding LMC’s co-presi-
dent of the Student Senate, 
Caroline Amy, and South 
Haven City Manager Brian 
Dissette.

Committee members met 
Tuesday for the first time to 
work out search process 
details with its consultant, 
Future Management Sys-
tems of Beverly, Mass. 
LMC is paying Future 

Management about 
$40,000 to help in the pro-
cess. 

“They’ve (Future) told 
us that, (in) the last week, a 
lot (more resumes) will 
come in,” Tomasini said. “I 
don’t know if that means 
we’ll get another 40 or 50 
applicants. Then we have 
to go through the process 
of identifying who meets 
the criteria.”

Those details are posted 
on LMC’s website at lake-
michigancollege.edu/pres-
search. 

The college’s website lists 
a dozen desired character-
istics, such as a track record 
of successful leadership; 
progressive experience in 
senior level administration; 
significant experience as a 
fundraiser, and working 
with large budgets; and a 
readiness to work actively 
with local business, civic 
and community leaders.

Applicants must provide 
five references and explain, 
in three double-spaced 

pages, how they fit the pro-
file.

The committee will have 
to determine how the inter-
views will be structured, 
including what types of 
questions to ask, and 
whether any of the sessions 
will be public.

Those matters will de-
pend on how many first-
round interviews the com-
mittee does, and how many 
suitable finalists emerge, 
Tomasini said.

Semi-finalists will be 
chosen by Oct. 5, with the 
board making its final deci-
sion by Dec. 1, and the new 
president in place by Jan. 1, 
according to the timeline 
on LMC’s website. 

“Even how you look for 
a candidate is different to-
day than it was five years 
ago. We’ve been doing 
more atypical things, like 
LinkedIn, things that 
weren’t tools five years ago. 
So we’re definitely thinking 

LMC pleased with 
response to opening 
at the top

Pokagons launch Hartford Twp. housing effort
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

HARTFORD — The 
first phase of  tribal hous-
ing for the Pokagon Band 
of  Potawatomi Indians is 
now underway in Hartford 
Township.

An official ground-
breaking ceremony took 
place Wednesday at the 
57-acre site west of  the 
city, near the tribe’s Four 
Winds Hartford casino. A 
crowd of  tribal members 
and area officials – esti-
mated at 60 to 70 – attend-
ed the ceremony under a 
tent.

The Pokagons plan to 
build 74 housing units for 
tribal members, with half  

the units set aside for trib-
al members 55 and older, 
officials said earlier.

This year the first eight 
units will be built, with 
two duplex buildings and 
four attached town homes.

Wednesday’s ceremony 
began with a traditional 
Native American drum 
beat and flag song, the 
procession of  the tribal 
flags and eagle staffs, and 
an invocation by Elders 
Council Chairman Stanley 
Morseau of  Hartford.

“This is such a historic 
event for each and every 
one of  us,” Morseau said. 
“Let this be a joyous day, a 
day of  celebration.”

Tribal Chairman John P. 
Warren said this is a big 

milestone for the tribe, 
which has a similar tribal 
village near Dowagiac and 
plans to build a develop-
ment in South Bend.

“Our tribal villages are 
very important to us,” 
Warren said. “This is long 
overdue for Hartford. We 
want to meet the needs of 
all of  our tribal members. 
You’re going to see this 
village grow.”

There is already a wait-
ing list of  39 families inter-
ested in the Hartford 

township homes, Warren 
said.

The first phase should be 
completed by the spring.

Additional phases will 
include a community cen-
ter, single-famly houses 

and more duplexes and 
townhomes.

Pokagon planner David 
Sewell earlier said the hous-
ing development will be 
similar to the tribe’s hous-
ing near Dowagiac, with its 
emphasis on tightly clus-
tered homes, preservation 
of open space and use of 
natural plants, trees and 
rain gardens.

The tribe will own and 
maintain the homes.

The property is not in 
tribal trust, but the tribe 
has applied to the federal 
government for that status. 
The tribe will pay local tax-
es until the site is put into 
trust, officials said.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Kayliana Snay, 
3, Dowagiac, 
takes a turn 
at a shovel 
Wednesday 
during a 
groundbreak-
ing ceremony 
for the Pok-
agon Band of 
Potawatomi 
Indians’ new 
housing devel-
opment near 
Hartford. Her 
sister Journey, 
2, looks on.
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Benton Township Police Patrolman Scott Scalf checks over the concrete pad Wednesday where a World War I cannon once sat at 
VFW Post 1137 on East Napier Avenue in Benton Township. The iron cannon was recently stolen.

Financial advisors call decline a  
correction, urge investors to think long-term
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