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By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Snowmen 
don’t last forever – even the fi -
berglass kind.

Some of  the snowman sculp-
tures that have decorated St. Jo-
seph’s downtown sidewalks dur-
ing the winter months since 2006 
are wearing out, Susan Solon, 
the city’s marketing director, 
told the Downtown Develop-
ment Authority last week.

On Solon’s recommendation, 
the DDA agreed to pay for six, 
5-foot-tall penguin sculptures at 
a total cost of  $6,900 to replace 
the fractured Frostys. More pen-
guins will join the ranks as other 
snowmen are put on ice.

The city also will be looking 
for sponsors to pay artists $500 
to paint the penguins.

Jill Stone, executive director 
of  St. Joseph Today, said her or-

ganization will be among the 
fi rst to pitch in for the pen-
guins.

“People love penguins. They’re 
adorable,” Stone told the DDA 
last Thursday.

Solon hopes to have the fi g-
ures from Chicago Fiberglass 
Works by the fi rst week in Octo-
ber, and have them painted and 
in place by Dec. 1.

In the meantime, people who 
want to get their hands on the 
frogs, ducks, bath tubs and 
whales from the current 
“Splishin’ and a Splashin’” ex-
hibit can put up cold, hard cash 
even before the auction sched-
uled for Sept. 26.

For the fi rst time, the city is 
conducting a silent auction of 
the public art pieces before the 
live auction.

Silent auction bids, starting at 
$500, can be sent to Solon at 
ssolon@sjcity.com until 11:59 
p.m. Sept. 24. If  no one tops the 
silent bid at the live auction, the 
bidder will be notifi ed that the 
piece is theirs.

An offer of  $1,500 for any 
piece received before midnight 
Sept. 24 will secure a sculpture.

Registration for the live auc-
tion, being held in conjunction 
with the St. Joseph wine festival 
below the bluff, will be from 
4-5:45 p.m. Sept. 26. The mini-
mum bid will be $500 or what-
ever bid has been received 
through the silent auction.

Proceeds from the sales go to-
ward next year’s public art dis-
play.

Contact: jmatuszak@theHP.com, 932-0360, 
Twitter: @HPMatuszak
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Some of St. Joseph’s downtown snowmen have started to show wear and tear after braving Michigan winters since 
2006, and will be replaced by penguins as they are retired. The Downtown Development Authority will pay for the new 
sculptures, and the city is seeking sponsors for the artists who will paint the penguins.
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March of the penguins

Five-foot fiberglass penguins will be marching into downtown St. Joseph 
this winter, to replace some of the snowmen that are wearing out after 
being on display since 2006. The Downtown Development Authority has 
agreed to pay $6,900 for six of the penguins.

People love penguins. They’re adorable. 

JILL STONE
Executive director of St. Joseph Today

Flippered friends to be 
part of SJ winter art

LMC makes tech buys
By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP — With the price 
set, Lake Michigan Col-
lege has added two key 
technology items to its 
Hanson Tech Center 
project.

LMC trustees agreed 
Tuesday to add a dual-
sided video display sys-
tem and some informa-
tion technology support 
items for estimated costs 
of  $115,648 and 
$134,475, respectively.

The additions bring 
the total project cost to 
$11.8 million, which is 
still in line with the orig-
inal budget, LMC Presi-
dent Bob Harrison said.

“It’s planned, and it’s 
within the scope of  the 
project. So, now, we’re 
just updating the total 
project, now that we’ve 
got clarity about the cost 
of  the video screens, and 
the information technol-
ogy,” he said. 

LMC is building the 
center at its Napier Ave-
nue campus with the in-
tention of  housing all its 
manufacturing programs 
in one spot. As part of 
the process, the board 
sold the M-TEC build-
ing – where some of  the 
programs were housed – 
to Whirlpool Corp. last 
December.

The center will be next 
to Western Michigan 
University’s building.

The video system will 
go in the center’s front 
lobby and include flat 

panel displays to show 
details of  upcoming aca-
demic functions and spe-
cial events, a summary 
in Tuesday’s board pack-
et states.

The information tech-
nology support package 
includes items that 
weren’t part of  the origi-
nal construction project, 
but identified by LMC’s 
information technology 
team as important.

As a result, the center 
will get network equip-
ment specific to the col-
lege’s needs and uninter-
ruptable power supplies, 
according to the sum-
mary. Every classroom 
will get a media station, 
and each office will be 
outfitted with voice over 
Internet protocol sys-
tems.

The college is funding 
the project with a com-
bination of  general fund 
money, M-TEC sale pro-
ceeds, and a capital cam-
paign that’s reached 
about 75 percent of  its 
$7.5 million goal, Harri-
son said.

“We’re pleased. We’ve 
still got a lot to do, but 
we’re continuing on.  
My expectation is it’ll 
be towards the end of 
December before we 
wrap things up,” Harri-
son said. “We’re really 
encouraged about all 
the community support 
for what we’re doing 
with our various pro-
grams and services, as 
well as the physical 
plant changes that we’re 
making.”

LMC plans to open 
the building for next 
year’s fall semester. 
Plans call for moving 
equipment and furniture 
from M-TEC by next 
summer – most likely, 
before the Senior PGA 
tournament, Harrison 
said.

“The next big step is 
fabricating the steel, so 
we’ll go through a peri-
od where they’re doing 
the foundations, and it 
looks like nothing’s hap-
pening for awhile. We’re 
still on schedule,” he 
said.

LAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGEStunning savings
By ROD SMITH
H-P Correspondent

PAW PAW — Hiring a 
contractor to help contain 
medical costs appears to be 
paying off for the Van Buren 
County jail.

The county has paid only 
$10,000 for inmate medical 
needs through he fi rst eight 
months of the year, County 
Administrator Douglas 
Cultra reported. The bud-
get projects $150,000, and 
costs over previous years 
ranged from $125,000 to 
$210,000.

“It really has been a god-
send for us,” Sheriff Dale 
Gribler told county commis-
sioners Tuesday, referring to 
the contract with Concierge 
Corrections.

The Okemos-based com-

pany fi nds ways to get gov-
ernment programs and in-
mates’ private insurance 
policies to cover health prob-
lems. It negotiates prices with 
hospitals. For that work, the 
company gets 37 percent of 
reimbursements.

Cultra said he was “just 
stunned” by the potential sav-
ings. 

“This has been a very nice 
budget surprise,” Cultra said.

Commissioners tentatively 
decided to extend Concierge’s 
contract another year. A for-
mal vote will likely take place 
in two weeks.

In other matters, commis-
sioners confi rmed offering a 
contract to the county’s fi rst 
human resources supervisor. 
She is Sara Stacharczyk of 
Mattawan.

“She is extremely gifted,” 

Cultra told commissioners.
Stacharczyk is a graduate 

of Kalamazoo College and 
has a master’s degree in hu-
man resources management 
from Michigan State Univer-
sity.

A committee recommend-
ed Stacharczyk after an inter-
view process that Cultra 
called “arduous.” There were 
more than 200 applications 
with 58 semi-fi nalists.

Stacharczyk’s duties in-
clude working with and ne-
gotiating with unions, ensur-
ing compliance with labor 
laws, managing fringe bene-
fi ts and consulting with de-
partment heads on personnel 
matters.

“Hopefully Sept. 8 I will be 
introducing her to you,” Cul-
tra said. That’s the date of the 
next commission meeting.

Man injured while fleeing deputies
By HP STAFF

SOUTH HAVEN — A 
Kalamazoo man was seri-
ously injured and faces sev-
eral charges after trying to 
fl ee Van Buren County 
sheriff’s deputies early 
Wednesday morning.

The Van Buren County 
Sheriff ’s Department re-
ported that deputies were 
on the lookout for armed 
robbery suspects when 
they stopped a Dodge 
Charger on 70th Street in 
Bangor Township for a 
traffi c violation at about 
1:30 a.m. The deputies said 
the driver, 23, from Kala-
mazoo and a passenger, a 

24-year old man from 
South Haven, fi t the de-
scription of  the robbery 
suspects.

The passenger was held 
for having open intoxicants 
in the car. As deputies at-
tempted to detain the driv-
er, he drove off at a high 
speed and lost control of 
the vehicle north of 48th 
Avenue. The car rolled over 
and the driver was ejected 
before it hit a tree.

The driver was taken by 
helicopter to Bronson Hos-
pital in Kalamazoo, where 
he was reported on Wednes-
day to be in critical but sta-
ble condition.

Once released, he will be 

arrested for fl eeing and 
eluding; a carrying a con-
cealed weapon; carrying 
open intoxicants in a vehi-
cle; and on an outstanding 
warrant in Van Buren 
County.

The passenger was ar-
rested for having open in-
toxicants in the car and was 
taken to the Van Buren 
County jail.

Deputies were assisted by 
Kalamazoo Department of 
Public Safety, Hartford Po-
lice Department, Covert 
Police Department, Pok-
agon Tribal Police Depart-
ment, Pride EMS and medi-
cal quick response teams, 
and Bronson Air Care.

Consultant returns 
big dividend for VB jail

VAN BUREN COUNTY

We’re pleased. We’ve still got a lot to do, 
but we’re continuing on.  My expectation 
is it’ll be towards the end of December 
before we wrap things up. We’re really 
encouraged about all the community sup-
port for what we’re doing with our various 
programs and services, as well as the 
physical plant changes that we’re making. 

BOB HARRISON
LMC President


