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when Isa Abdul-Quddus 
took a direct snap and ran 
for 30 yards to easily con-
vert a fourth-and-2 from 
the Detroit 32. Caldwell put 
faith in his defense and it 
delivered, holding Chicago 
to a three-and-out posses-
sion and getting the ball 
back at the Detroit 34 with 
2:23 and no timeouts left.

Stafford helped Detroit 

drive for the go-ahead score 
to Johnson, but its defense 
could not close it out in reg-
ulation.

The Lions turned the ball 
over for a second time in the 
second half on punt returns, 
and Cutler took advantage 
with an 11-yard touchdown 
pass to Jeffery. Stafford 
made an ill-advised and er-
rant pass from his 18 that 
was picked off by lineback-
er Jonathan Anderson to 
set up Matt Forte’s 2-yard 
TD midway through the 

fourth quarter. Forte then 
caught a 2-point conversion 
to put Chicago up 31-24.

Cutler finished 26 of 41 
for a season-high 353 yards 
with a TD and an intercep-
tion. He had three of his 
top targets — Jeffery, Eddie 
Royal and Martellus Ben-
nett — in the lineup after 
each of them was listed as 
questionable because of in-
juries. Jeffery, who had been 
out since Week 1 with a 
hamstring injury, caught 
eight passes for 147 yards 

and a score.
“It was good to see him 

out there,” Cutler said. “I 
thought he played his tail 
off.”

Detroit had a key review 
go its way. Golden Tate 
caught a short pass over the 
middle from Stafford as he 
crossed the goal line in the 
final minute of the first half, 
Chicago’s Kyle Fuller pried 
the ball loose and the Bears 
intercepted it. The play was 
changed to a TD after a re-
play review.
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Local man completes 
Ironman in Hawaii

Lake Michigan College 
employee Mike Girard 
competed in the Ironman 
World Championship in 
Kona, Hawaii, on Oct. 10. 

The race involves a 2.4-
mile swim, a 112-mile bike 
ride and a full marathon. 
Girard finished 166th out 
of 2,367 participants. 

Girard completed the 
swimming portion in 
1:02.37, the cycling por-
tion in 4:50.20 and the 
marathon in 3:41.24. 

Participants from across 
the world, including many 
professional athletes, travel 
to Hawaii every year for 
the Ironman event. 

LM Catholic golfer 
competes at state

Lake Michigan Catholic 
girls golfer Elizabeth Stolte 
competed at the Division 4 
state finals over the week-
end. 

The finals were held at 
Forest Akers East Golf 
Course at Michigan State. 

Stolte finished the two-
day finals at 195 strokes. 
She golfed a 100 on Friday 
and a 95 on Saturday. The 
winner, Maple City Glen 
Lake’s Nichole Cox, fin-
ished at 150 strokes.

Stolte was mistakenly 
omitted from The Herald-
Palladium’s state golf re-
sults on Saturday and Sun-
day.

Spartan’s Watts-
Jackson has surgery

Michigan State defen-
sive back Jalen Watts-
Jackson has had hip sur-
gery a day after scoring the 
winning touchdown on the 
final play against Michi-
gan.

The surgery at the Uni-
versity of Michigan hospi-
tal Sunday lasted more 
than three hours.

Watts-Jackson was in 
the right place to catch a 
floating football that Wol-
verines punter Blake 
O’Neill fumbled Saturday. 
He returned it 38 yards to 
lift the Spartans to a star-
tling 27-23 victory.

He didn’t have much 
chance to celebrate. The 
redshirt freshman ap-
peared to land hard on his 
left hip after he was tack-
led in the end zone.

Joyous teammates 
jumped on Watts-Jackson 
as he lay on a maize “M” 

in the end zone. He was 
carted off the field and 
hospitalized.

Arrests, ejections 
aplenty in Ann Arbor

The Michigan-Michigan 
State game Saturday was 
more intense on the field 
than most other games this 
season.

That holds true off the 
field as well among the 
111,740 attending the 
game.

The Spartans’ thrilling 
27-23 win over the Wolver-
ines on a last-second fum-
ble return was filled with 
chaos, from the fan who 
had a heart attack in the 
stands at the end of the 
game, to the numerous ar-
rests and ejections.

According to numbers 
from Diane Brown, the 
Public Information Officer 
for the University of Mich-
igan Division of Public 
Safety and Security, the to-
tals were “higher than re-
cent couple of years but 
similar to high profile, late 
games.”

There were 76 people 
treated by medical person-
nel, 12 who were trans-
ported to the hospital and 
71 people ejected.

Of the 71 removed from 
the stadium, 29 were from 
possession of another per-
son’s identification, 16 for 
alcohol in the stadium, 11 
for violation of stadium 
rules, 10 for disorderly 
conduct and five for hav-
ing a false ID.

Texas high school 
football player dies

ALTO, Texas (AP) — 
An East Texas high school 
football player has died af-
ter collapsing on the side-
lines during a game.

The Jacksonville Daily 
Progress reports that Alto 
High School junior 
Cam’ron Matthews col-
lapsed Friday night during 
an Alto home game against 
Price-Carlisle after reach-
ing the bench from a kick-
off return seconds before 
halftime. He suffered a sei-
zure and doctors, nurses, 
coaches and trainers 
worked to keep him breath-
ing. 

The rural community is 
11 miles from the nearest 
town, so after a 20-minute 
wait for an ambulance of-
ficials summoned a medi-
cal helicopter from Tyler, 
about 50 miles to the north. 

IN BRIEF

Television today

3:00 p.m. English 
Premier League Soccer 
Swansea City AFC vs Stoke City 
FC. (Live) 

7:00 p.m. NBA Pre-
season Basketball Chicago 
Bulls at Charlotte Hornets. (Live)

MLB Baseball ALCS 
Game 3, Kansas City Royals at 
Toronto Blue Jays. (Live) 

8:15 p.m. NFL Foot-
ball New York Giants at Phila-
delphia Eagles. (Live)

9:00 p.m. 2015 
World Series of Poker Main 
Event. From Las Vegas.

Tuesday

2:30 p.m. UEFA 
Champions League Soccer 
Bayer Leverkusen vs AS Roma. 
(Live)

UEFA Champi-
ons League Soccer FC Dy-
namo Kyiv vs Chelsea FC. (Live)

UEFA Champions 
League Soccer Arsenal FC vs 
FC Bayern Munich. (Live) 

3:30 p.m. MLB Baseball 
NLCS Game 3, New York Mets at 
Chicago Cubs. (Live)

7:30 p.m. NHL 
Hockey Dallas Stars at Philadel-
phia Flyers. (Live) 

8:00 p.m. NBA Pre-
season Basketball Indiana 
Pacers at Chicago Bulls. (Live)  

College Football 
Louisiana-Lafayette at Arkansas 
State. Live) 

MLB Baseball ALCS 
Game 4, Kansas City Royals at 
Toronto Blue Jays. (Live) 

9:00 p.m. Golf World 
Long Drive Championship - Semi-
finals. From the WinStar World 
Casino & Resort in Thackerville, 
Okla. (Live)

10:30 p.m. NBA Pre-
season Basketball Golden 
State Warriors at Los Angeles 
Clippers. (Live) 

Radio today

8 p.m.
NFL — Giants at Eagles (WSJM-
AM, 1400)

Tuesday

8 p.m.
MLB — NLCS, Mets at Cubs 
(WBBM-AM, 780)
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CONTACT US
The Herald-Palladium sports 
desk is staffed after 7 p.m. 
nightly. Coaches or managers 
are asked to report results as 
soon as possible the evening of 
the event for publication in the 
next day’s edition.

Phone numbers
(269) 429-1294
(800) 356-4262 ext. 294
Fax number
(269) 429-4392

Email address                     
for reporting results
sports@TheHP.com
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Jason Mitchell
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jmitchell@TheHP.com
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Ben Sanders
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932-0366

Sean Hammond
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BOWLING
Lakeshore Lanes

DAVE DREES MEMORIAL BOWLING LEAGUE 
— Kevin Narregan 778 (287), Bill Rath 716 
(267), Bill Cox 710 (238), Jared Chrzanowski 
698 (238), Lon Geisler 691 (263), Bob Utter 
684 (238), Seth Timmons 680 (245), Greg 
Mashak 680 (256), Bill Hendrixson 672 
(239), Jason Utter 671 (238). Teams: B and L 
Rentals 3,279 (1,186), Maximum Mold 3,247 
(1,152). 

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
The AP Top 25

The Top 25 teams in The Associated Press 
college football poll, with first-place votes in 
parentheses, records through Oct. 17, total 
points based on 25 points for a first-place 
vote through one point for a 25th-place vote, 
and previous ranking:
 Record Pts Pv
 1. Ohio St. (28) 7-0 1,428 1
 2. Baylor (12) 6-0 1,416 2
 3. Utah (16) 6-0 1,362 4
 4. TCU (3) 7-0 1,338 3
 5. LSU (1) 6-0 1,306 6
 6. Clemson (1) 6-0 1,252 5
 7. Michigan St. 7-0 1,202 7
 8. Alabama 6-1 1,133 10
 9. Florida St. 6-0 1,041 11
10. Stanford 5-1 917 15
11. Notre Dame 6-1 898 14
12. Iowa 7-0 820 17
13. Florida 6-1 785 8
14. Oklahoma St. 6-0 735 16
15. Michigan 5-2 614 12
15. Texas A&M 5-1 614 9
17. Oklahoma 5-1 565 19
18. Memphis 6-0 554 NR
19. Toledo 6-0 346 22
20. California 5-1 337 23
21. Houston 6-0 318 24
22. Temple 6-0 217 NR
23. Duke 5-1 211 25
24. Mississippi 5-2 158 13
25. Pittsburgh 5-1 73 NR
Others receiving votes: Mississippi St. 63, 
BYU 21, UCLA 18, North Carolina 17, Texas 
Tech 14, Georgia 12, W. Kentucky 11, Arizona 
St. 10, Wisconsin 8, Utah St. 7, Northwestern 
4.

NO. 14 NOTRE DAME 41, SOUTHERN CAL 31

Southern Cal 10 14 7 0 — 31
Notre Dame 21 3 0 17 — 41

First Quarter
USC—Kessler 3 run (Wood kick), 11:53.
ND—Fuller 75 pass from Kizer (Yoon kick), 
11:38.
USC—FG Wood 42, 8:46.
ND—Prosise 25 run (Yoon kick), 6:20.
ND—Carlisle 5 punt return (Yoon kick), 5:04.

Second Quarter
ND—FG Yoon 32, 5:59.
USC—Smith-Schuster 75 pass from Greene 
(Wood kick), 5:41.
USC—Jackson 83 pass from Kessler (Wood 
kick), 3:17.

Third Quarter
USC—McNamara 4 pass from Kessler (Wood 
kick), 9:40.
Fourth Quarter
ND—Prosise 6 run (Yoon kick), 14:20.
ND—Robinson 10 pass from Kizer (Yoon 
kick), 9:06.
ND—FG Yoon 32, 5:39.
A—80,795.
 USC ND

First downs 19 21
Rushes-yards 30-150 35-214
Passing 440 262
Comp-Att-Int 31-47-2 16-25-0
Return Yards 0 67
Punts-Avg. 4-27.5 5-38.0
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-1
Penalties-Yards 10-105 4-40
Time of Possession 31:08 28:52

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Southern Cal, Jones II 6-73, 
J.Davis 7-52, Madden 9-23, Jackson 2-9, 
D.Davis 1-(minus 3), Kessler 5-(minus 4). 
Notre Dame, Prosise 19-143, Kizer 14-47, 
Adams 1-26, Team 1-(minus 2).
PASSING—Southern Cal, Kessler 30-46-2-
365, Greene 1-1-0-75. Notre Dame, Kizer 
15-24-0-227, Hunter Jr. 1-1-0-35.
RECEIVING—Southern Cal, Smith-Schuster 
6-139, Madden 6-47, Rogers 4-34, Burnett 
3-53, Petite 3-26, J.Davis 3-23, Greene 2-22, 
Jackson 1-83, Hampton 1-8, McNamara 1-4, 
Kolanz 1-1. Notre Dame, Prosise 5-32, Fuller 
3-131, A.Jones 3-42, Brown 3-38, Robinson 
1-10, Hunter Jr. 1-9.

NO. 7 MICHIGAN ST. 27,  
NO. 12 MICHIGAN 23

Michigan St. 0 7 7 13 — 27
Michigan 0 10 10 3 — 23

Second Quarter
Mich—Houma 2 run (Allen kick), 13:13.
MSU—Scott 11 run (Geiger kick), 7:06.
Mich—FG Allen 38, 5:34.

Third Quarter
Mich—Houma 1 run (Allen kick), 9:17.
MSU—Kings Jr. 30 pass from Cook (Geiger 
kick), 7:07.
Mich—FG Allen 21, 2:06.

Fourth Quarter
Mich—FG Allen 38, 9:25.
MSU—Scott 1 run (Geiger kick), 8:56.
MSU—Watts-Jackson 38 fumble return, :00.
A—111,740.
 MSU Mich
First downs 20 10
Rushes-yards 33-58 33-62
Passing 328 168
Comp-Att-Int 18-39-0 15-25-0
Return Yards 4 48
Punts-Avg. 5-37.2 7-44.6
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 2-1
Penalties-Yards 5-44 8-70
Time of Possession 30:11 29:49

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Michigan St., Holmes 8-33, 
Scott 8-16, D.Williams 8-15, Burbridge 1-9, 
O’Connor 1-7, Shelton 1-3, Terry 1-2, Team 
1-(minus 4), Cook 4-(minus 23). Michigan, 
Smith 19-46, Houma 3-30, Isaac 2-5, Higdon 
2-3, Kerridge 2-2, Chesson 1-1, Rudock 
3-(minus 10), O’Neill 1-(minus 15).
PASSING—Michigan St., Cook 18-39-0-328. 
Michigan, Rudock 15-25-0-168.
RECEIVING—Michigan St., Burbridge 9-132, 
Shelton 4-58, Kings Jr. 3-57, Pendleton 1-74, 
Price 1-7. Michigan, Chesson 4-58, Darboh 
3-52, Peppers 2-35, Williams 2-20, Butt 
1-4, Higdon 1-3, Smith 1-(minus 1), Rudock 
1-(minus 3).

NFL
All Times EDT

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
New England 4 0 0 1.000 149 76
N.Y. Jets 4 1 0 .800 129 75
Buffalo 3 3 0 .500 145 139

Miami 2 3 0 .400 103 111
South

 W L T Pct PF PA
Indianapolis 3 2 0 .600 99 113
Houston 2 4 0 .333 128 155
Tennessee 1 4 0 .200 112 129
Jacksonville 1 5 0 .167 113 176

North
 W L T Pct PF PA
Cincinnati 6 0 0 1.000 182 122
Pittsburgh 4 2 0 .667 145 108
Cleveland 2 4 0 .333 141 158
Baltimore 1 5 0 .167 143 162

West
 W L T Pct PF PA
Denver 6 0 0 1.000 139 102
Oakland 2 3 0 .400 107 124
San Diego 2 4 0 .333 136 161
Kansas City 1 5 0 .167 127 159

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
N.Y. Giants 3 2 0 .600 132 109
Dallas 2 3 0 .400 101 131
Philadelphia 2 3 0 .400 117 103
Washington 2 4 0 .333 117 138

South
 W L T Pct PF PA
Carolina 5 0 0 1.000 135 94
Atlanta 5 1 0 .833 183 143
Tampa Bay 2 3 0 .400 110 148
New Orleans 2 4 0 .333 134 164

North
 W L T Pct PF PA
Green Bay 6 0 0 1.000 164 101
Minnesota 3 2 0 .600 96 83
Chicago 2 4 0 .333 120 179
Detroit 1 5 0 .167 120 172

West
 W L T Pct PF PA
Arizona 4 2 0 .667 203 115
St. Louis 2 3 0 .400 84 113
Seattle 2 4 0 .333 134 125
San Francisco 2 4 0 .333 100 160

Thursday’s Game
New Orleans 31, Atlanta 21

Sunday’s Games
Minnesota 16, Kansas City 10
Miami 38, Tennessee 10
N.Y. Jets 34, Washington 20
Pittsburgh 25, Arizona 13
Cincinnati 34, Buffalo 21
Detroit 37, Chicago 34, OT
Denver 26, Cleveland 23, OT
Houston 31, Jacksonville 20
Carolina 27, Seattle 23
San Francisco 25, Baltimore 20
Green Bay 27, San Diego 20
New England at Indianapolis
Open: Dallas, Oakland, St. Louis, Tampa Bay

Monday’s Game
N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia, 8:30 p.m.

LIONS 37, BEARS 34

Chicago 3 10 3 18 0 — 34
Detroit 7 14 3 10 3 — 37

First Quarter
Det—Moore 20 pass from Stafford (Prater 
kick), 9:29.
Chi—FG Gould 27, 4:48.

Second Quarter
Chi—Langford 1 run (Gould kick), 12:48.
Det—T.Wright 8 pass from Stafford (Prater 
kick), 9:17.
Chi—FG Gould 23, 4:50.
Det—Tate 2 pass from Stafford (Prater kick), 
:53.

Third Quarter

Chi—FG Gould 38, 5:12.
Det—FG Prater 39, 1:05.

Fourth Quarter
Chi—Jeffery 11 pass from Cutler (Gould 
kick), 12:27.
Chi—Forte 2 run (Forte pass from Cutler), 
7:50.
Det—FG Prater 32, 2:46.
Det—Johnson 6 pass from Stafford (Prater 
kick), :21.
Chi—FG Gould 29, :00.

Overtime
Det—FG Prater 27, 2:29.
A—57,648.
 Chi Det
First downs 24 26
Total Net Yards 444 546
Rushes-yards 31-91 32-155
Passing 353 391
Punt Returns 4-27 3-0
Kickoff Returns 2-50 3-69
Interceptions Ret. 1-0 1-0
Comp-Att-Int 26-41-1 27-42-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-0 2-14
Punts 5-44.4 4-55.3
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 3-2
Penalties-Yards 9-76 10-98
Time of Possession 33:34 38:57

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Chicago, Forte 24-69, Cutler 
2-12, Langford 5-10. Detroit, Abdullah 14-48, 
Stafford 6-37, Abdul-Quddus 1-30, Riddick 
7-28, Zenner 3-15, T.Jones 1-(minus 3).
PASSING—Chicago, Cutler 26-41-1-353. 
Detroit, Stafford 27-42-1-405.
RECEIVING—Chicago, Jeffery 8-147, Bennett 
6-59, Royal 5-49, Forte 3-20, Wilson 2-54, 
Langford 1-17, Meredith 1-7. Detroit, Johnson 
6-166, Tate 6-40, Moore 5-106, Riddick 3-50, 
Abdullah 3-21, T.Wright 3-17, Fuller 1-5.
MISSED FIELD GOALS—None.

MLB
All Times EDT

LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)

American League
All games televised by FS1

Kansas City 2, Toronto 0
Friday, Oct. 16: Kansas City 5, Toronto 0
Saturday, Oct. 17: Kansas City 6, Toronto 3
Monday, Oct. 19: Kansas City (Cueto 11-13) 
at Toronto (Stroman 4-0), 8:07 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 20: Kansas City (Young 11-6) at 
Toronto (Dickey 11-11), 4:07 p.m.
x-Wednesday, Oct. 21: Kansas City at Toronto, 
4:07 p.m.
x-Friday, Oct. 23: Toronto at Kansas City, 8:07 
p.m.
x-Saturday, Oct. 24: Toronto at Kansas City, 
8:07 p.m. 

National League
All games televised by TBS

New York 1, Chicago 0
Saturday, Oct. 17: New York 4, Chicago 2
Sunday, Oct. 18: Chicago (Arrieta 22-6) at 
New York (Syndergaard 9-7)
Tuesday, Oct. 20: New York (deGrom 14-8) at 
Chicago (Hendricks 8-7), 8:07 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 21: New York (Matz 4-0) at 
Chicago (Hammel 10-7), 8:07 p.m.
x-Thursday, Oct. 22: New York at Chicago, 
8:07 p.m.
x-Saturday, Oct. 24: Chicago at New York, 
4:07 or 8:07 p.m.
x-Sunday, Oct. 25: Chicago at New York, 8:07 
p.m.

it was a big win for the 
Irish.

“It’s huge. To come out 
here and get a signature win 
like that against USC is big 
for us and for the season 
moving forward,” he said.

The victory looked in 
doubt when the Trojans (3-
3) scored three straight 
touchdowns to take a 31-24 
lead as the Trojans scored 
on a 75-yard catch by JuJu 
Smith-Schuster and Adoree 
Jackson scored on an 83-
yard pass. 

But the Irish rallied to 

win the Jeweled Shillelagh 
for the third time in four 
seasons. 

“If you miss a tackle, 
those kids are gone,” Kelly 
said. “They make you pay 
dearly, and we missed some 
tackles.”

It marked the first time in 
seven tries the Irish beat the 
Trojans after losing by 30 or 
more the season before.

Cody Kessler threw two 
touchdowns and ran for an-
other score for USC, but 
the Irish picked him off two 
passes in the fourth quarter 
to put the game away. In a 
game of shifting momen-
tum, the Irish scored 40 
points against the Trojans 

for the first time since 1977 
when Norte Dame warmed 
up in blue jerseys, then came 
out in green jerseys and beat 
USC 49-19 en route to the 
national championship.

The Trojans lost consecu-
tive games for the first time 
since losing three straight to 
end the 2012 season. USC 
has three losses this early in 
the season for the first time 
since starting 1-4 in Pete 
Carroll’s first year as coach 
in 2001.

The loss also adds to the 
mounting troubles the Tro-
jans are facing with a game 
next week against No. 4 
Utah followed by a game at 
No. 23 California. 

USC athletic director Pat 
Haden, who spent 12 years 
as a color analyst on Notre 
Dame television broadcasts, 
was feeling lightheaded just 
before kickoff and was tak-
en to the locker room. Ha-
den made a stop at the hos-
pital, then headed back to 
Los Angeles on a private 
plane.

Haden has been under 
scrutiny for his hiring of 
Sarkisian and for allowing 
Sarkisian to continue to 
coach after slurring his 
words and using inappro-
priate language during an 
event in August and other 
struggles by the football 
team.

IRISH
From page B1

LIONS
From page B1

tor Jim Hackett showed 
concern for O’Neill when 
he released an open letter 
Sunday.

“Today I awake to the 
shocking reality that our 
community who care so 
much about this program 
would send hurtful, spiteful 
and vicious comments to 
one of our students. To be 
clear, such comments come 
from a small minority, none 
of whom are reflective of 
our institution,” Hackett 
said. “The program I know 
at MICHIGAN speaks 

about the team, the team 
the team. 

The people I have been 
associated with my whole 
life around this fantastic 
program — some whom are 
living and some whom have 
passed on — would never, I 
repeat never, spread 
blame.”

The Spartans remained 
at No. 7 in the AP poll Sun-
day, and Michigan fell three 
spots into a tie at No. 15.

Following Saturday’s 
game, Dantonio admitted 
he felt a bit numb after what 
had just taken place. The 
Spartans have won seven of 
their last eight meetings 
with Michigan, but they 

were underdogs in this one 
because of how well the 
Wolverines were playing 
under new coach Jim Har-
baugh.

Dantonio spoke a bit af-
ter the game about those 
famous finishes against 
Notre Dame and Wiscon-
sin, and he was asked if  he 
had a name for this one.

“We’ll think of a good, 
catchy name,” he said.

On Sunday, he said he 
was taking suggestions — 
and depending on how far 
the still-undefeated Spar-
tans go this season, this 
touchdown could end up 
being one of the most dra-
matic finishes in the annals 

of college football, up there 
with Auburn’s “Kick-Six” 
against Alabama a couple 
seasons ago — or even Cali-
fornia’s lateral-filled kickoff 
return to beat Stanford in 
1982.

That thrilling ending — 
made famous because the 
Stanford band ran on the 
field during the return — is 
simply known as The Play. 
Now Michigan State has its 
own iconic moment to point 
to whenever its rivalry with 
Michigan flares up again.

“Honestly, it just felt like 
a dream,” Spartans quar-
terback Connor Cook said. 
“I’ve never felt anything like 
that.”

SPARTANS
From page B1

By DOUG FERGUSON
AP Golf Writer

NAPA, Calif. — Emilia-
no Grillo of Argentina won 
his PGA Tour rookie debut 
Sunday at the Frys.com 
Open by holing a 25-foot 
birdie putt on the 18th for a 
3-under 69, and then mak-
ing the most out of a sec-
ond chance in the playoff to 
beat Kevin Na.

Nearly as impressive as 

his closing birdie was the 
way the 23-year-old Argen-
tine bounced back from a 
shocking miss.

Grillo had a 3-foot birdie 
putt on the first playoff hole 
to win and was stunned 
when it caught the left lip 
and spun away. Then, he 
drove into the fairway bun-
ker on the 18th on the sec-
ond extra hole with Na in 
the fairway.

The next mistake be-

longed to Na.
He used driver off the 

fairway for the second time 
and hooked it behind a tree, 
leaving him little chance of 
getting his third shot on the 
green. Na wound up with a 
bogey. Grillo hit a bold ap-
proach shot over the edge 
of a bunker to just inside 10 
feet. Needing two putts for 
the win, he made it for bird-
ie.

Earlier this year, Grillo 

missed a short birdie putt to 
win the Puerto Rico Open, 
and wound up losing in a 
playoff.

“The difference was I hit 
this one good,” Grillo said. 
“My caddie said, ‘Are you 
OK?’ I said, ‘Yeah, sure. 
Third time a charm.’ I 
stayed positive and hit a 
great shot in there.”

Not only did he earn 
$1.08 million, he’s going to 
the Masters next April.

Grillo wins rookie debut at Silverado


